Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  Some of the schools (eg. Dalhousie) say that I can only do a clinical elective in my final year of study.  Does this mean that I can’t do an elective there in 3rd year?

A:  No.  This rule only applies to students from medical schools that are 3 years in duration.  UofT is a 4 year program and you can do clinical electives at these schools in either your 3rd or 4th year.   If a school says they have a policy of accepting students only in their FINAL year of medical school, this actually means IN CLERKSHIP.  UofT 3rd year students are in
clerkship very soon into their third year so they would be permitted to apply to these schools.

Q:  If I am doing an elective from the UofT catalogue do I still need to get the supervisor to sign the form?

A:  Yes. "To arrange an elective, the student contacts the proposed elective supervisor or contact for the elective. Once an arrangement is reached regarding elective objectives and scheduling, the student and supervisor complete an Elective Proposal Form and submit it to the Electives Office, Undergraduate Medical Education."  Often it is not possible to meet with the proposed supervisor in person to fill out the form.  Here are some options:


1) After completing and signing the first page, The Elective Proposal Form can be faxed to the supervisor to complete and sign the second page.  Catalogue electives only require the supervisor's signature and elective code, while Non-catalogue electives require objectives to be included.  The completed form can then be faxed to the Electives Office.  Non-catalogue electives require approval from the Electives Office before the student can be given credit for them. Note: Non-catalogue electives that are done with any the UofT faculty in any one of the teaching hospitals is usually guaranteed approval.  Eva typically doesn’t have time to tell every student if their elective has been approved.  If you are concerned, you should contact Eva.  If Eva is concerned she will contact you ( 

2) A confirmation e-mail from the supervisor can be handed in (or forwarded by e-mail) with the Elective Proposal Form in lieu of a supervisor's/contact's signature.

