Electives Questions 
submitted by the Class of 0T9 
for Clerkship Information Night, January 16, 2007


· How do we set up electives? 

The Clerkship Information Night Handout compiled by Tim Flannery (Clerkship Coordinator) will have a summary of the process.


· Is there an electives list to choose from?

Yes, there is an online catalogue, but you may also choose non-catalogue opportunities which must first be approved by the Electives Office before you can be given credit for them.


· Is there any way to find out our supervisor in an elective in advance? 

This is elective-dependent.  Some electives only have one supervisor while others have a coordinating supervisor who delegates to other preceptors.  

· What needs to be done re: malpractice insurance for US electives?

This is outlined in the Insurance section of the General Information found in the online Clerkship Electives Catalogue website.  Your current (Canadian) insurance coverage is typically not enough.


· How do I set up international electives?

These are typically non-catalogue electives, so they would follow the procedure for Non-Catalogue electives as outlined in the General Information link of the online Electives website.  International electives also have extra documentation which needs to be completed before they can be credited (e.g. completion of a travel checklist and a liability waiver)


· When do I have to start setting up electives?  When can we schedule electives?

You MAY begin to set up electives as soon as you know your rotation schedule.  If you are applying to other schools, it is mandatory that you adhere to their deadline policies for applications.  Please note that you could also change your mind if you set up your elective too early.  In this event you must adhere to the cancellation policies.  Failure to do so will be considered a breach of professionalism and will be recorded in your file.  For electives set up within the UofT hospitals, the current recommendation is to have your elective set up at least 6 weeks before your scheduled block begins.  Cancellations must also be done at least 6 weeks before the start of the elective.






· How important is your choice of electives when you are applying to residency 
programs? - What role do clerkship evaluations play when we apply for residency?

Reference letters may be obtained from supervisors who provide electives.  Selection committees look at the type and location of elective experiences.  
The assessed competencies of the elective evaluations for third year are included in the Medical Student Performance Record which is sent to CaRMS, along with the transcript.

· What is the best 'elective length'?

This depends on the elective.  The main thing is to maximize your exposure to a topic in the time given.  Some electives require that you give a minimum amount of time to their experience (e.g.. 4 weeks, 3 weeks), others are more flexible.

· Is there a fee for doing electives at another med school?

Yes, administrative fees apply to all schools.
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