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Sight Passage IV

In nocte natalis domini
(Sancti Ambrosii

episcopi Mediolanensis)

Veni, redemptor1 gentium,
ostende2 partum3 virginis4;
miretur5 omne saeculum6:
talis7 decet8 partus Deum.

Non ex virili9 semine10,
sed mystico11 spiramine12

verbum Dei factum est caro13

fructusque14 ventris15 floruit16.

Alvus17 tumescit18 virginis,
claustrum19pudoris20 permanet21,
vexilla22 virtutum23 micant24

versatur25 in templo Deus.

Rudolphus rubrinasus
(trans. Harry C. Maynard,
with generous emendation)

Rudolphus reno26 naso27

rubrinasus28 nitido29,
quem si umquam30 videas,
nasum nitere31 dicas.

Omnes autem renones
deridebant32 ridentes33;
numquam sinebant34 illum
secum ludere35 ludum36.

Nocte natalis37 nub’la38

dixit sic Santa:
‘Rudolphe tam nitide,
traham39 meam duc nocte.’

Illum nunc omnes amant,
hilareque40 exclamant:
‘Rudolphe, rubri nasi,
scriberis in annali41!’

Adeste fideles
(John Francis Wade?)

Adeste42 fideles43, laeti triumphantes44;
Venite, venite in Bethlehem
Natum videte regem angelorum:
Venite adoremus45

Venite adoremus
Venite adoremus, Dominum!

Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine,
Parturit46 virgo mater,
Deum verum, genitum47, non factum.

1 redemptor, redemptoris: redeemer 2 ostendo, ostendere, ostendi, ostentus: to show 3 par-

tus, -us, M: birth, offspring 4 virgo, virginis, F: virgin, maiden 5 miror, mirari, miratus (depo-

nent): to wonder, marvel, be amazed; here, jussive subjunctive, ‘Let . . . be a amazed’ 6 saeculum, -i,

N: age, time, race 7 talis, tale (adj.): such 8 decet: befits, becomes 9 virilis, virile, (adj.): manly,

virile 10 semen, seminis, N: seed 11 mysticus, -a, um: mysterious 12 spiramen, spiraminis,

N: breath, wind, spirit 13 caro, carnis, F: flesh 14 fructus, -us, M: fruit 15 venter, ventris:

womb, belly 16 floreo, florere, florui: to flourish, blossom 17 alvus, -i: belly, womb 18 tumesco,

tumescere, tumesci: to (begin to) swell 19 claustrum, -i, N: bolt, barrier 20 pudor, pudoris, M:

modesty, decency, shame 21 permaneo, permanere, permansi, permansus: to remain 22 vexil-

lum, -i, N: banner 23 virtus, virtutis, F: virtue 24 mico (1): to shine 25 versor (1): (here) to

dwell (deponent) 26 reno, renonis, M: reindeer (pelt) 27 nasus, -i: nose 28 rubrinasus—ruber,

-ra, -rum: red, ruddy 29 nitidus, -a, -um: shining, bright 30 umquam (adv.): ever 31 niteo,

nitere, nitui: to shine, glow 32 dirideo, diridere derisi, derisus: to mock, deride 33 rideo, ridere,

risi, risus: to laugh, ridicule, laugh at 34 sino, sinere, sivi, situs: to allow, permit (an ‘accusative’

to ‘infinitve’) 35 ludo, ludere, lusi, lusus: to play 36 ludus, -i: game, sport 37 natal, natalis,

M: birthday 38 nubilus, -a, um: cloudy 39 traha, -ae: a vehicle without wheels, sled 40 hilare

(adv.): happily, cheerfully 41 annalis, -is: chronicle, history 42 adsum (ad + sum): to be present, to

be near 43 fidelis, -e (adj.): faithful 44 triumpho (1): to triumph 45 adoro (1): to adore (here,

jussive subjunctive, ‘let us . . . ’ 46 parturio, -ire, parturivi: to bring forth, to bive birth 47 gigno,
gignere, genui, genitus: to bear, beget
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