RAPID ‘G’ – WRITE UP
The aspect or element of community that I chose was a musical performance in the annual National Academy of Music Recital. Students that are a part of this academy are encouraged to take part in this non-competitive function in order to freely display any sort of skill a musician has. Many are encouraged to create their own composition and perform it. So I choose to create my own composition and perform it at the concert. It is performed in a performance theater at city center and runs in a period of 2-4 days consecutively sometime in mid December. More than 100 musicians take part in this recital, and it is a great way for an up and coming musician to play in front of a large audience. So I am composing ‘Rapid G’ to perform at City Center for the National Academy of Music Recital. This piece I write must be a catchy tune, but must also display my skill in classical music. It must be a piece of music that can, to some extent, interest all the viewers of the audience, and yet have a classical feel.
This is why I wrote my song as a mix of classical music and popular music, also known as classical pop. Many elders and guitar players can enjoy and appreciate the classical and technical part of the song. But many younger viewers can also find the tune very catchy and upbeat, with a fast tempo and many quick transitions.
The intro to the song is very softly played and at a slowest speed of the song (100 bpm), to give it a nice classical feel. Variations of the chords G, F# and E are finger picked at mezzo piano. During bar nine, the face of the song changes, as the speed doubles to 200, and the chords go from B to C to D. A quick crescendo to forte towards bar 12 is the final transition of the song from a slow classical tune to a fast and up tempo classical pop tune. A variation of the chromatic scale is used, with many pull offs to give a fast transition into the forte chorus and get the attention of the audience.

Since at heart, this is a classical piece of music, it includes the melody, harmony and base lines all done by one guitar, almost as if telling a story. The beginning of the chorus (bars 12 – 15) has a melody and an accompanying harmony, but in bar 16, there is a base line that is played throughout the song. In the main verse (bar 17-32), there is a sort of conversation taking place. The first line of the verse is in mezzo forte, and then the second line is suddenly changed to forte. This gives the impression of two people having a conversation, where an elder is talking to a younger person. The ending of the verse, just before the baseline takes place, there are four quarter notes played, where every other one is a harmonic. This is a sort of break in the song, notifying the end of the conversation that took place throughout the verse. The base lines at the ending of each part of the verse takes the listeners back to home base and ready for the next part of the verse. This song uses many classical techniques such as finger picking styles, pinches and various right hand techniques.
But it is the rhythm and speed of this song that really give it the popular feel. Most of the song is played on the upbeat and the tempo ranges from 100 – 220. Most of the song is played at 200, so it is very fast and up tempo. There are many slides in this song, a technique not commonly used in classical music, but largly used in the popular genre. Many of the notes that would usually be played as an open note on the string are played on the 5th/4th fret of another string. During the melody an open note does not give a full feeling and cannot be controlled as well as if played on a fret. This is why I feel it is better to play in the fifth position to give the player complete control of each note. 
The ending of this song is very abrupt. There is a series of G chords finger picked repeatedly three times. Each time the speed and loudness is increased and after the third time the tempo is suddenly decreased from 220 to 100, and there is a harmonic G whole note played. Instead of taking the fast tempo popular feel away from the song and ending it in a slow classical way, I decided to keep the popular feel and unexpectedly end the song, so the audience does not know the song is about to finish. If the audience was to know the song is about to finish they lose interest in the last part of the song, but in this case, the attention will be carried right throughout the song till the last measure. 

Rapid G is a great tune to learn and play for any guitarist because it builds a series of techniques such as finger picking, slides, hammer on/off, complicated rhythm and use of dynamics. It can be played to any audience and will be found entertaining by any age group, since it combines 2 distinct genres.

