Lolita: Fashion Style and Web Culture
The Lolita fashion is a subculture of Japanese street fashion which has developed in Japan which now, with the help of World Wide Web, has also been slowly spreading to other countries around the world.  Many dedicated fans learnt this fashion subculture through the use of internet while some from other offline media.  Lolita fashion itself is not a widely know fashion style in the western world, an online community for fans can allow them to communicate with others who share the same interest, post pictures, make new friends, and even possibly meet up with them.  In a questionnaire conducted in a Lolita fashion community on LiveJournal, many fans have agreed that an online community is very important; it provides them with knowledge, communications, and sharing of own experience.  “Now regardless of where they are in the world, people with similar interests, or similar backgrounds, or with similar attitudes, can join communities of like minded people, and share views, exchange information, and build friendships.”  (Gauntlet, 16)  The above quotation stated by Gauntlet is absolutely true for the Lolita fashion culture.
As it has been said in the above paragraph, Lolita fashion is not a widely known fashion style outside of Japan so it is unknown to many.  Lolita fashion is one of the more well known subcultures of Japanese street compare to many others.  Many people questions “does this fashion have anything to do with the book Lolita?”  The answer is no, the Lolita fashion style does not have any relations to the book Lolita.  Lolita fashion originated in the Harajuku district of Tokyo during 1980s and is a style heavily inspired by the French Rococo style and other eras during the 1950s.  The overall looks of a Lolita is puffy dresses that are knee length with lace and frills, many girls wear head accessories such as bows, top hats and headdress.  The popularity was relatively low until some brands arise in the late 1980s to early 1990s.  From there on, this fashion style has given birth to many smaller sub-genres with three main genres: sweet Lolita, gothic Lolita, and classic Lolita.  Lolita is one of the more extreme looking fashions, it stands out very much as to compare to any normal styles so many fans wear it during weekend and concerts while some treat it as a lifestyle.  This fashion is generally aimed for young women who are in their mid teens to early adult hood.

Every country has their own unique fashion style, to gain knowledge of them without having to visit the country it is through many different Medias such as the web, magazines, television, and conventions.   In a questionnaire conducted through one of the biggest online Lolita community, many of these girls were introduced to Lolita through mostly magazines, anime conventions, and the web.  With that said, most of these girls who were introduced to this then used the web as a tool to broaden their knowledge of Lolita.  Here is what one of the girls said “I learned about the existence of lolita through a lolita cosplayer at a convention, I broadened my knowledge with the power of google and of course EGL community on LiveJournal” (Cecilia, 2008).  EGL community, located on LiveJournal, is the biggest online Lolita community in the world and uses a blogging system which allows users to post entries as they would to a blogging site.  This community was created in December of 2001 with about 10,400 members as of November of 2008.  Without the internet, it is very hard for people outside of Japan to gain knowledge of this culture.  “The world wide web has opened up the boundaries of fandom, allowing more people to participate in fan culture, and designating more television programmes, celebrities and films as worth of fan activity.”  (Pullen, 80)  As Pullen stated, the web opens up boundaries for fandom, which means without the internet, no one will be able to gain much knowledge about Lolita so many will assume that those who are dressed up are just dressing up in doll costumes.  The web is the first place where fans of Lolita start their journey after the introduction of Lolita.

Communication is one of the main aspects of online cultures.  Through an online community, fans are able to make new friends, share their experiences and knowledge, post pictures, and possibly shop online.  With such a big community online, people are able to learn more from each other about the style itself and make friends who have that same common interest.  Lolita is not very popular in the western culture so not very many people you meet offline will have any knowledge about this which also makes online community a great place to meet new people.  Through the questionnaire, a user of the EGL community said 

“I think that the participation in the online Lolita community is very important. Interest in this fashion is few and far between in most places and unlike the Japanese, where the interest in Lolita is widespread; Lolita fashion is still fairly unknown in the western world. So by being active in the online community gives us Lolitas a space to come together and share ideas, photos, stories and style tips.” (Scarlett Eves-Cowell, 2008)
Because this is a fashion style, many girls like to plan out gatherings so they can all wear Lolita together.  In order to do so, these girls have to know people who shows interest in this style who also live in their area.  As one Lolita said “I don't think there'd *be* a western lolita community if it weren't for the internet and online communities! How else could we find out about each other, set up meetings, etc.”  (Kagitsune, 2008)  Many fans get their outfits through online shopping in the Lolita community (many of them sell their second hand Lolita clothes) or through online shops.  Some girls even produce their own Lolita dresses and sell them online to help those who are not able to buy expensive brands imported from Japan.  Here are the experiences of one of the girls in the Lolita community: “Participating online can keep you updated on the new styles, as well as snag some pieces at the Lolita sales community for bargain prices.”  (Rikit, 2008)  A community is a big necessity for these fan girls to gather together as one to communicate.

Expression to this culture is one of the main problems in real life but in the world of web, they feel a lot more comfortable talking about it.  In a given scenario, you randomly walked down the street and saw one of your friends who are friends with these Lolita girls and you are introduced to them, your first impression of them will probably be somewhere along the lines of “are these girls crazy?”.  In the questionnaire, some girls discussed how their online experiences are different than in real life, here is what one of them said “In real life I feel slightly embarrassed to dress up in lolita clothing because very few people I know in real life are into it and know what it is. I feel much more comfortable with discussing it online in similar interest groups like the EGL community.”  (Agnes Lee, 2008).  As Gauntlett states “Since participants cannot see each other…there is considerable scope for people to reveal secrets, discuss problems, or even enact while ‘identities’ which they would never do in the real world, not even with their closest friends.”  (Gauntlett, 17)  Many people that are into the Lolita fashion do not feel comfortable revealing their identity in real life so they do so in a big Lolita community by posting pictures of themselves wearing Lolita hoping to get flattering comments, making new friends so they can share the same common interest, and participate in meet ups when they feel comfortable to.  The web is a great way for these girls to express themselves without truly revealing their identities.


The Lolita fashion is not only a fashion but also a web culture because the web has brought them together as one in a big community.  In this community, they are able to gain more knowledge of Lolita, gain communication with girls who shares the same interest, and also express their true identity and passion for this fashion style.  If there was never web cultures such thing, Lolita fashion will remain only known to Japanese girls while western girls will never have been able to explore this amazing fashion style.
Joyce Tam
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