PHL 243 Final Exam Handout
Time and Location
Thursday, December 15th, 7-9 p.m.

Large Gymnasium, North End, Benson Building, 320 Huron St, (S. of Harbord Street), 2nd Floor
Rules

There will be no aids allowed for this exam.  Please arrive by 6:40 and remember to bring your student ID card.  Students are not usually permitted into the examination room later than 15 minutes after the commencement of the exam, and you should not leave your seat during the final 10 minutes.  Complete rules on examinations procedures are available at: http://www.artsandscience.utoronto.ca/ofr/calendar/rules.htm#exams
Format

The exam will consist of two sections of equal weight: a section of nine short answer questions and an essay question.  You will choose between two essay question topics.  There will not be a choice of short answer questions.  The exam will appear as follows:

SECTION 1: Briefly answer ALL NINE questions 
(30 marks total = 50% of exam grade)

The following questions are worth 2 marks each:


[two questions]
The following questions are worth 3 marks each:


[two questions]
The following questions are worth 4 marks each:


[five questions]
SECTION II: Write an evaluative essay on ONE of the following topics 

(30 marks total = 50% of exam grade)


[choice of one of two essay topics]

Recommended Length

There is no required length or limit for either section.  However, you may not need more than a paragraph of 4-6 sentences (50-150 words) for the short answer questions, and the equivalent of 2 double-spaced, typewritten pages (700 words) for the essay question.  For the short answer 
questions, the necessary length will vary according to the value of the question.  For the essay, the length might vary considerably, but don’t assume that a lengthier essay will be a better one.
Continued on reverse…
Recommended Time

On average, expect to spend at least 5 minutes on each short answer question.  More or less may be needed depending on the question.  They needn’t be dealt with in great length or detail, and will be graded only on content, not grammar or presentation.  (You may use bullet points rather than sentences if you prefer.)  You should reserve 30-60 minutes for the essay question.  You should devote some time to organizing and planning your response.  Grammar, style, and form will not be a major factor in the essay question grade; however, your answer should be in essay form.  There should be a reasonable degree of organization and clarity, though not to the degree expected in a formal essay.  
Note: You may find that you will need to devote more time to the short answer section than the essay question section.  Although equally weighted, the two sections may not require equal time.
Material Covered
The following lists all material that may appear in each section of the exam.  If it is not on this list, it is NOT on the exam.  In cases where only part of a reading is covered, I have put the argument or section numbers covered in parentheses.  

Material covered by the short answer questions:
Nagel, Goldman (I, VIII), Kant, Singer, Mendus, Stein (II, V), Hajdin (2), Primoratz (4-5), 
Rapaport (I, III, IV)  
Material covered by the essay questions:

The essay questions may cover material from any of the following: Elliston – “Gay Marriage” (4-5), Jordan (both arguments), Nussbaum (everything except section II), Primoratz (4-5)
Example Short Answer Question + Answer
Q: Elliston rejects the argument that promiscuity is a threat to marriage.  He says this view rests on two assumptions, and then offers a number of objections.  Identify the two assumptions behind the argument against promiscuity and explain two of Elliston’s objections.  (4 marks)
A: The argument rests on the assumptions that promiscuity indeed harms the institution of marriage and that marriage is a superior form of sexual relationship worth protecting.  One objection to the first assumption is that although promiscuity has probably increased, marriage remains popular, so the number of marriages has not declined.  Another objection to the first assumption is that because promiscuity involves many partners, it increases the chance of finding a sexually compatible partner, thereby increasing the chances of a successful marriage.  [Note: 81 words, 3 sentences]
Example Essay Question
Write a short evaluative essay on Solomon’s criticism of Nagel’s view of sexuality.  In your essay, explain Nagel’s view of sexuality as “superimposed mutual perception,” explain at least one of Solomon’s objections to that view, and evaluate Solomon’s objections.  Are Solomon’s arguments convincing?  Why or why not? 
