Phl243: Essay on Plato’s Symposium

DUE NOVEMBER 15TH 
Write a 4-6 page paper on either of the following topics:
1. Critically evaluate Alan Goldman’s objections to either Thomas Nagel or Robert Solomon’s views about sexuality and perversion.  Although you are permitted to discuss Goldman’s objections to both authors, I recommend focusing on one and treating it in more depth. 

2. Frederick Elliston presents and responds to five different arguments against promiscuity.  Evaluate Elliston’s objections to argument 3, 4, or 5.   Although you are permitted to discuss his replies to more than one of these arguments, I again recommend focusing on only one and treating it in more depth.

In your essays, you should accomplish the following three things:

1. Briefly explain the view or views to which the author is responding.

2. Clearly and thoroughly explain the author’s objections.

3. Evaluate the author’s objections.  

General recommendations:

Since your focus will be on Goldman or Elliston’s essays, you should present the opposing view as concisely as possible, including only what is necessary for understanding and evaluating the author’s objections.  
Notice that you are not evaluating the author’s position, but rather his objections to the opposing view.  This means you might agree with the author but still think his objections to the other side are poor. 
Be sure to consider both the author’s argument and arguments for the opposing view in their strongest form.  In your evaluative discussion, it’s best to discuss fewer points or arguments in greater depth.  
When preparing for your essay, you should consider how the opposing side might respond to the author, and how the author might change or improve his objections.  You do not have to include these considerations explicitly in your paper, but your finished paper should make it clear that you have given plenty of thought to both sides of the debate.  
Format:
Essays should be 4-6 pages in length, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins and 10-12 point font.  The late penalty is 2% for each day overdue.  Cover sheets and separate introductions or conclusion are allowed but not required.  You are encouraged to make use of quotations from the text.  For topic 1, you may use Nagel or Solomon’s essays as well as Goldman’s.  However, those are the only additional sources you should use.  All quotations should be cited.   Late papers should be put in my philosophy department essay box as well as emailed.  (I will need the hard copy for grading, and the emailed copy to confirm the time of completion, since the department will not date-stamp essays.) 


