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LECTURE 15 — FRENCH CANADA
TODAY’S PLAN

I: THE POLITICS OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN FRENCH CANADA
II: OFFICIAL LANGUAGES AND BILINGUALISM

III: QUEBEC: LANGUAGE POLICY AND SOVEREIGNTY ISSUES

IV: THE CHARTER AND LANGUAGE RIGHTS

FILM: JUST WATCH ME: TRUDEAU AND THE ’70s GENERATION 
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I: THE POLITICS OF LANGUAGE AND HISTORY IN FRENCH CANADA

( end of French imperial dreams in North America/New France (1759/1763) 
( fear of English cultural and linguistic domination as British imperial policies alternately stressed assimilation and permitted French language/Civil Code
( 1837:  Rebellions in Lower Canada (Quebec) and Upper Canada (Ontario) 

( Lord Durham’s Report (1838): disdains French Canadian culture/heritage, advocates assimilation:

“…I found two nations warring in the bosom of a single state: I found a struggle, not of principles, but of races…”

“It will be acknowledged by every one who has observed the progress of Anglo-Saxon colonization in America, that sooner or later the English race was sure to predominate even numerically in Lower Canada, as they predominate already by their superior knowledge, energy, enterprise and wealth.” 
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II: OFFICIAL LANGUAGES AND BILINGUALISM
British North America Act (1867): first acknowledgement of language rights
s. 133 deals with language issues in Parliament/Quebec Legislature/Courts:

“Either the English or the French Language may be used by any Person in the Debates of the Houses of the Parliament of Canada and of the Houses of the Legislature of Quebec; and both those Languages shall be used in the respective Records and Journals of those Houses; and either of those Languages may be used by any Person or in any Pleading or Process in or issuing from any Court of Canada established under this Act, and in or from all or any of the Courts of Quebec.  The Acts of the Parliament of Canada and of the Legislature of Quebec shall be printed and published in both those languages.”
s. 93 (3) provisions for denominational schools:

some support for French education (Catholic schools largely French-language)
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FRENCH AND ENGLISH IN CANADA:
( declining French population outside of Quebec: province increasingly the French homeland in North America
( French language usage threatened by:


- English-language demographic and cultural 
dominance (education, business, popular culture)


- high level of assimilation of French speakers in 
English-majority regions


- assimilation to English in French/English families


- low replacement rate: small families, limited number 
of French-speaking immigrants

1871 CENSUS FIGURES


- 61% of the Canadian population is of British origin

 
- 31% is of French origin

1951 CENSUS FIGURES


- 48% is of British origin


- 31% is of French origin

2001 CENSUS FIGURES


- 22.9% speaks French as a first language (decline 
even since 1996)
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THE BILINGUALISM AND BICULTURALISM COMMISSION (1963-1968)

( recognition of subordinate economic and social status of French Canadians, including in Quebec where an English-speaking elite dominated and acted as if a majority
( recognition of the under-representation and marginalization of French Canadian in the federal public service (and subsequent alienation from federal institutions)
( recognition that Canada was in fact multicultural rather than bicultural—contributions of Ukrainians, Germans, etc.

( major recommendations: 

- separate French and English language work units in 
the public service


- limited territorial bilingualism (i.e. designated 
bilingual regions in Canada where federal services 
would be provided in both languages)


- multiculturalism, not biculturalism
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THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT (1969)

( English and French designated Canada’s official languages, to enjoy “equality of status and equal rights and privileges as to their use in all of the institutions of the Parliament and Government of Canada”
MULTICULTURALISM WITHIN A BILINGUAL FRAMEWORK (1971)

( declared Canada’s official federal policy by P.E. Trudeau
( institutional bilingualism: provision of government services, languages of work for public servants

( Official Languages policy reflected a desire to accommodate French Canadians and counter Quebec nationalist aspirations, and was part of Trudeau’s vision of a “just society”
( P.E.T. also a model for personal bilingualism and biculturalism

( Official Languages Act revised and expanded in 1988 to reflect Charter changes
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PERSONAL BILINGUALISM: CENSUS FIGURES
( 2001: greater proportion of Canadians identify themselves as bilingual than at any time in country’s history

- 17.7% claim to be bilingual



- 43.4% of Francophones 



- 9% of Anglophones (outside of Quebec: 7.1%)
( 15 to 24 year olds with knowledge of other official language:

1971
- 7% of Anglophones outside Quebec spoke 



French

- 31% of Francophones in Quebec spoke English

1981
- 8% of Anglophones


- 30% of Francophones

1991
- 12% of Anglophones



- 38% of Francophones

2001
- 14% of Anglophones



- 42% of Francophones
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FRENCH IMMERSION/OFFICIAL LANGUAGES IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS
( federal government support (summer language bursary program, official languages monitors program, etc.)

( half of all primary and secondary school students are learning their second official language

( 324,000 students are enrolled in French immersion—less than 7% of total English-language education enrollment

SUPPORT FOR FRENCH EDUCATION AND BILINGUALISM IN ENGLISH CANADA

( 82% of Anglophones think it is important for their children to learn a second language; 75% believe this language should be French (Environics/CRIC poll, 2001)

( regional differences: bilingualism valued more in N.B. (only official bilingual province) and Ontario, less in B.C.

( How important is bilingualism (French/English) to the Canadian identity? (Environics/Association for Canadian Studies poll, March 2003):

VERY 
31% Anglophones vs. 58% Francophones
NOT 
13% Anglophones vs. 3% Francophones

LECTURE 15 — FRENCH CANADA
III: QUEBEC: LANGUAGE POLICY AND SOVEREIGNTY ISSUES

SOVEREIGNTY MOVEMENT IN QUEBEC:

( declining number of French-speakers outside of Quebec/high rate of assimilation: focus on Quebec as a French homeland in North America and new language-protection/promotion legislation in the early 1970s

( election of the PQ in 1976: advocates a stronger language/cultural sovereignty role for Quebec to “francicize”
THE CHARTER OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE: BILL 101 (1977)

( French is the official language of the province and the language of daily life 

( language rights in relation to the French language for all citizens of the province:


( “Workers have a right to carry on their activities in 
French.”


( “Consumers of goods and services have a right to be I
informed and served in French.”


( “Every person eligible for instruction in Quebec has 
a right to receive that instruction in French.”
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CONTROVERSIAL PROVISIONS OF BILL 101
· commercial sign law
· limits on access to English-language education for allophone immigrants, and the children of Canadian citizens who were not educated in English in Quebec

EFFECTS OF BILL 101


( Anglophone exodus from the province: hundreds of 
thousands left Quebec; many corporations removed 
their head offices and relocated them in Ontario 


( between 1976 and 1990, English-language school 
enrollment dropped by 50%

( after the Charter: legal challenges were partly 
successful and access to English-language education 
was adjusted to meet Charter requirements
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IV: THE CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS AND LANGUAGE RIGHTS IN CANADA

( Official Languages: affirms English and French as official language with equal status, rights and privileges in all institutions of Parliament and government of Canada

( Minority Language Educational rights: guarantees to citizens of Canada whose first language was that of French or English minority in their province of residence AND who received primary education in that same language the right to have their own children receive instruction in that language
Caveat: this right only applies if number of children of citizens with right to minority language education is sufficient to warrant the provision of educational facilities in a particular province 
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FILM: Just Watch Me: Trudeau and the ’70s Generation

( Directed by Catherine Annau

( Genie award for best feature-length documentary film (1999)
( Portrait of English and French speaking Canadians who came of age during the 1970s and who reflect on Trudeau’s legacy

( Film soundtrack: 1970s/1980s Canadian pop music

