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What are the most important things that you learned in this course? Please reflect on the
knowledge and skills you gained.

Comments
regression analysis, applying class material to R assignments

Regression analysis

R, different economic and statistical methods

Applied stats to econ

Statistics review (expectation, variance, CLT , hypothesis testing, etc.), estimation, regression analysis and goodness of fit (OLS, MLS,
WLS, 2SLS, proxy/instrumental variables, etc.) and a bit of time–series analysis

how to run a linear regression, what it means, and its uses.

Regression modelling and stats

How to apply statistics

Econometrics and basic statistical testing methods and regression.

Statistics for economics, OLS in R

Simple and multiple linear regression, omitted variable biases and ways to deal with them, variations of MLR, inference and hypothesis
testing

Various econometric models (from Simple Linear Regression to Fixed Effects), how to estimate and interpret the parameters in those
models and how to tell if they were significant

Applying statistics to solve economic problems. Writing mathematical arguments to support my points. Thinking in terms of matricies.
Working with data

We learned about estimators for models and some fixes for various issues with data. There was some light application.

OLS, constructing regressions, SLR, MLR, accounting for bias, variable errors, etc. Basically, how to make good models while
accounting for a bunch of stuff that can make them weak.
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Describe how aspects of this course (lectures, discussions, labs, assignments, etc.)
contributed to your learning.

Comments
lectures very helpful

The lectures were great and were probably the biggest contributor to my learning in this course.

Lectures were very useful for completing assignments which helped greatly on the midterm/ final.

Lectures were helpful for understanding material

Psets were completion, which inevitably led to me not putting as much work into them as I probably should have. That said' Chris
provides a ton of extra practice problems that were all extremely helpful. Also he posts the annotated lecture slides which is super nice.

lectures were very helpful

The lectures and slides were great. Psets were good and I liked how only a few questions we're graded and the rest were optional.

Lectures were fast but comprehensive, office hours, practice problems, and lecture slides were helpful. Assignments were graded on
completion which was nice but you still need to try and do the practice problems and homework problems well if you have any chance
on doing well on the midterm and final

Lectures were detailed and clear, assignments contextualized theoretical stuff through R

Chris was a very good lecturer and did a great job. The lecture slides were very well organized and helpful. The textbook pretty helpful
as well, but became less helpful as we started using Matrix notation towards the end of the class.

Chris is a fantastic instructor. During lecture, he explains concepts clearly and has amazing command of the room. The problem: he
made and posted such great slide decks that I didn't always feel the need to come to lecture. Discussions covered the right concepts
(going over homework problems) but were somewhat uninspiring. The structure of problem sets was interesting. I think that the
ungraded problems were much more relevant and contributed more to my learning than the graded problems.

Lectures were slide based, clear and full of information. I always felt like I understood information when presented in class, but felt that
much of the earlier material could be presented better. It actually took me several weeks to understand that our beta–hat estimators
weren't models, and what the difference between those and the 'true models' is. I think Chris could have better emphasized the proof
nature of the exams with more chalkboard proofs in class, or having people spend a couple minutes working on stuff with a partner in
class. In many classes the textbook is seen as an optional supplement for the lectures, but I would emphasize to students in the early
weeks how helpful the book is. I felt the MLR chapter helped my understanding quite a bit. 

Homework was basically optional, and most people I knew in the class only did the completion part (took 1–3 hours a week). This part
of the homework, which was often an application of what we learned in class, felt completely unrelated to the goals of the course—as
seen by the exams. In the future, I would make the more abstract ungraded portion graded. This would help students better
understand the goals of the course and be much better prepared for the exams.

Really great lectures.

Please respond to the following:

Mean Median
Strongly

Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly

Agree
This course challenged me intellectually. 4.88 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 12.50% 87.50%

I understood the purpose of this course and what I was
expected to gain from it.

4.63 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 6.25% 25.00% 68.75%

I understood the standards for success on assignments. 4.56 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 6.25% 31.25% 62.50%

Class time enhanced my ability to succeed in graded
assignments.

4.56 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 12.50% 18.75% 68.75%

I received feedback on my performance that helped me
improve my subsequent work.

3.88 3.50 0.00% 6.25% 43.75% 6.25% 43.75%

My work was evaluated fairly. 4.75 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 25.00% 75.00%

I felt respected in this class. 4.75 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 25.00% 75.00%

Overall, this was an excellent course. 4.44 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 12.50% 31.25% 56.25%



2022-03-18, 1:42 PM- ECON 21020 2 - Econometrics - Instructor(s): Christopher Dobronyi

Page 4 of 10https://uchicago.bluera.com/uchicago/rpvf-eng.aspx?lang=eng&redi…1f37310754fc5a58ee82fb252bb407c2cedd6ca&ReportType=2&regl=en-US

Additional comments about the course:
Comments
definitely the best economics professor I've ever had

Prof. Dobronyi is easily one of the best professors I've ever had. He makes rigorous concepts easy to understand for students. I would
recommend this course to anybody in the Economics track.

the professor is very enthusiastic and really wants everyone to learn, the psets are graded on completion, but the material itself is
challenging. unlike all previous econ courses I've taken (very statistics heavy)

The course is hard

Best Econ class I've taken here so far

It's a lot of material that you have to know in great detail in order to be able to use. I personally thought the problem set structure was
great for relieving stress. The recommended practice for the tests was also great prep for the tests themselves, which were difficult but
fair.

Chris is a great lecturer and creates an incredibly welcoming environment in his classroom. He was good at explaining what are fairly
abstract concepts. That being said, I think the slide–based nature of the class (or frankly how well he explained the some of the
material) conveyed a false sense of ease for much of the class. I felt that the midterm was more difficult than I expected given the
lectures (though was in–line with the ungraded homework assignments). I'll note that the exams were graded generously and the final
felt much more reasonable after I better understood course requirements after the midterm. I learned a great deal and enjoyed the
class. Quite a bit material, but I recommend any course taught by Chris to any student that is eager to learn and is looking for a
motivated professor.

Overall, well–designed course. Wish the homeworks helped me prepare for the exams better, though. I needed more practice with
proofs, since majority of exams were proofs and I have a weak background with proofs.

I would recommend this course to:
No Yes

Highly-motivated and well-prepared students 0.00% 100.00%

Anyone interested in the topic 12.50% 87.50%

Thinking about your time in the class, what aspect of the instructor's teaching contributed most
to your learning?

Comments
clearly organised/annotated lecture slides

Lectures

Going over compete examples instead of just showing the theory

Chris was a great lecturer and really was engaging. He was also really nice and had a good attitude

as an upperclassmen, Chris Dobronyi is the best professor I have had so far at UChicago. He made class so much fun, but I still feel
like I learned a ton. His ability to answer questions in an intuitive and logical way is insanely impressive. The midterm exam was very
challenging but not in an unfair sort of way. Everything was great.

very good slides and enthusiasm and patience while lecturing

The professor is good at explaining the high level concepts

Great lectures. Was very engaging and created an environment where we all felt comfortable asking questions. He made sure to go
through the material at a slow pace when it got challenging.

Great teaching style and very easy to understand lectures. Also, the professor is very easy to approach and has a very interactive
class.

Chris is incredible at explaining and breaking down complicated concepts

He's a really good teacher and a nice and funny guy. Very willing to help out. His lectures and lecture slides were very well organized
and helpful in preparing for the exams. Econometrics is just going to be a hard class regardless of your professor, but he did a great
job in making the class a bit more managable.

Chris was very down–to–earth as a lecturer, which made him easy to learn from. However, his slides were probably most valuable of
all. Practice questions were also great prep for applying the material.

Welcoming environment in the classroom, clarity of lectures (especially in the later half of the course).

Great lectures, very clear. Prof Dobronyi was also a very chill and approachable person.
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What could the instructor modify to help you learn more?
Comments
N/A

Exams were very hard, making them more accessible

Maybe think about making the psets not optional just to incentivize completing them with a bit more care. Otherwise nothing.

writing out more stuff on the board – it's nice to see where results come from (he did it occasionally and those were very helpful)

The slides could be way more in depth. This material is hard and it's easy to get lost during lectures. The slides are so minimalistic that
if you did not understand the lecture you will have to read the textbook or learn outside somehow to understand the slides. This is
extremely frustrating as the textbook sometimes isn't the best resource. The professor also began to use examples more often in class
after midterm evaluation.

Nothing

N/A

Maybe emphasizing some topics more than he did. There were some topics that were important on tests/seem like they would be more
important than the amount of time/space that was devoted to them in lectures/slides

More time spent working on proofs in class, making ungraded portion of the homework graded. On a different note, I took STA224,
Applied Regression Analysis, this quarter. There was some overlap in the material, but often with different terminology. Specifically,
they used the other set of terms for SST = SSR + SSE vs. TSS = ESS + RSS (which was very confusing), and serial correlation vs.
autocorrelation. Maybe it would be helpful to coordinate some of these topics across departments, though I imagine that these
decisions might be based on the textbook used in the course.

Please give more proofs on the hws. I wish I had practiced writing proofs more for the final, or at least seen more of them.

The Instructor . . .

Mean Median
Strongly

Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly

Agree N/A
Organized the course clearly. 4.81 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 18.75% 81.25% 0.00%

Presented lectures that enhanced your
understanding.

4.75 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 25.00% 75.00% 0.00%

Facilitated discussions that were engaging and
useful.

4.53 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 43.75% 50.00% 6.25%

Stimulated your interest in the core ideas of the
course.

4.50 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 6.25% 37.50% 56.25% 0.00%

Challenged you to learn. 4.81 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 18.75% 81.25% 0.00%

Helped you gain significant learning from the
course content.

4.69 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 31.25% 68.75% 0.00%

Was available and helpful outside of class. 4.63 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 37.50% 62.50% 0.00%

Motivated you to think independently. 4.75 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 25.00% 75.00% 0.00%

Worked to create an inclusive and welcoming
learning environment.

4.69 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 6.25% 18.75% 75.00% 0.00%

Overall, this instructor made a significant
contribution to your learning.

4.75 5.00 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 25.00% 75.00% 0.00%

What aspects of the TA's teaching contributed most to your learning?
Comments
good explanations of the psets' solutions

NA

discussion sections

Went over hw

Discussion sections were solid

The content he covered (reviewing answers to HW problems), and the mathematical rigor with which he answered questions

Not sure
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What could the TA modify to help you learn more?
Comments
NA

going over more broad concepts initially before immediately focusing on the math behind it

He could be more clear, I don't think I gained much from TA sessions because it was hard to understand the TA

Discussions were somewhat uninspiring. I think being somewhat more engaged with the class would help

Please speak slower and more clearly. Also, please create an organized lecture plan.

The TA/CA or Intern. . .

Mean Median
Strongly

Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly

Agree N/A
Facilitated discussions that supported your
learning. 3.40 4.00 0.00% 14.29% 14.29% 42.86% 0.00% 28.57%

Gave you useful feedback on your work. 2.67 3.00 0.00% 14.29% 28.57% 0.00% 0.00% 57.14%

Stimulated your interest in the core ideas of the
class.

3.00 3.00 0.00% 28.57% 28.57% 28.57% 0.00% 14.29%

Challenged you to learn. 3.50 4.00 0.00% 14.29% 14.29% 57.14% 0.00% 14.29%

Helped you succeed in the class. 3.80 4.00 0.00% 14.29% 14.29% 14.29% 28.57% 28.57%

Was available and helpful outside of class. 3.80 4.00 0.00% 14.29% 14.29% 14.29% 28.57% 28.57%

Overall, this individual made a significant
contribution to your learning.

3.67 4.00 0.00% 14.29% 14.29% 42.86% 14.29% 14.29%

Additional feedback to the TA/CA/Intern:
Comments
It was interesting to approach problems with such mathematical rigor. I think it's a great way to learn

I stopped attending discussion because I could never follow the TA (even after asking questions) and felt like it was a waste of my time.

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Prior to starting this class, your interest level was?

Prior to starting this class, your interest level was?
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Now that this class is over, your interest is?

Now that this class is over, your interest is?

Why did you choose to take this course? (Select all that apply)

How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this
course?

How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this course?

What proportion of classes did you attend?

What proportion of classes did you attend?
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Please comment on the level of difficulty of the course relative to your background and
experience.

Comments
Fairly difficult, but no harder than most stats classes

Most difficult class in the economics major

Content pre–midterm was pretty straightforward, mostly recap of STAT 244/245. Post midterm, things got more interesting but
generally not too complicated.

I'm a third–year econ major. The content of this course is definitely challenging. As a student that's not good in mathematical proof, I
struggled in this course.

I am an economics major who has taken slightly more STEM classes than the average econ major (I would guess). This class requires
a solid grasp of statistics and linear algebra. The math is somewhat difficult, but definitely doable. The concepts are more nuanced
than past economic concepts I've learned

Having taken more stats classes than is required was helpful for this course material. Difficult assignments and exams, but graded
generously.

Completed econ intro sequence (regular), and took calc 153 and stats 234. It was really challenging, but I enjoyed the lectures.

Did you find this course more difficult than other courses in economics at the same level?
Comments
same difficulty

Not particularly.

Pretty hard. Maybe even the hardest.

Not particularly

this is the first class i'm taking in economics after the core (200s). i don't know if it was more challenging but it was definitely very
different – focused much more on statistics than the regular math in the other courses

yes, very much so. I've never had a problem with an economics class but this class, its material and depth, had me reconsidering the
econ major. This isn't an econ class really, its more of a stat/math class. While we viewed these stats in economic applications, people
shouldn't go into this class thinking that economic theory is the objective of the class.

No, similar difficulty (pretty hard but manageable)

same level

Yes, much more difficult.

No

Yes. So many contents need to comprehend and remember in a few months.

Yes. It required more statistical prowess than previous economics courses I've taken. The concepts also required more attention to
detail than those in previous econ courses.

This class was difficult, and I felt like it covered enough material that we didn't actually go into depth on much of it. The course material
warranted lecture at least three days a week.

Yes because there was basically no curve.
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Independent of your interest in the topic of this course, did you find the lectures useful and/or
engaging?

Comments
very

Yes. Not a topic I'm particularly interested in, but was much better than I expected and I learned a lot

Yes

Yes, Chris has a true knack and skill for delivering engaging lectures. I know this is his first year teaching, but it would honestly be in
the Econ department's best interest to make sure Chris stays around for a long time since he's that good at what he does.

yes

to an extent yes

Yes, the prof. kept the lectures a good mix of understanding the theory and then how to apply the theory

Lectures are very useful and engaging

Yes

Most definitely

It's useful for future economic research, but I'm not so interested in such topics.

Lectures were great. Chris is a very engaging lecturer who has great command of the material. The only reason that I did not attend
more lectures was because of how great his slideshows were

Yes, they were useful. Chris put a ton of effort into the slides and crafting some great examples. That being said, I wish we spent less
time looking at applications, and more time working on proofs and some more abstract parts of the class, which were emphasized in
the exams.

Yes, lectures were really interesting and well organized.

Was the instructor for this course helpful?
Comments
yes

Yes. I appreciated how he posted the slides before class so we could take notes on them during class

Yes

Resounding YES. He was the best.

yes

Yes, professor is very nice and will explain concepts again if you ask or during OH.

Absolutely, his lectures helped me learn way better than any textbook or slides could.

Yes. Great Instructor

Yes, Chris was quick to respond to emails and answer questions

Chris is an amazing instructor, he is so patient in explaining concepts to students and helpful outside of lectures too

Chris is a great professor. He made clear slides and notes and was always willing to help you after class. Maybe he could slow down a
little bit and try some easier ways to explain some concepts.

Yes. Can't say enough good things about Chris. No real faults as an instructor. Very approachable and knowledgable. Great at adding
context to the slides he made and at breaking down complex topics into digestable parts. Practice questions and examples were
relevant prep for tests.

Absolutely. He was very enthusiastic and motivated to help students learn the material. There were very detailed homework solutions
that contributed to my learning.

Extremely. Great professor.
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Describe the quality of the course materials (e.g. lecture slides).
Comments
lecture slides

Very good, especially the annotated slides

Very nicely done

Very good

the slides were thorough and useful, although sometimes I prefer professors who don't teach from slides

Lecture slides are good for quick revision but too minimalistic for actual learning. What I ended up doing was using the slides to know
what to learn from the textbook (The professor also kindly provided what textbook sections the slides correspond to). I wish the slides
contained more information and examples so it wouldn't be necessary to read the textbook as in depth.

Very good lecture slides. Made reviewing the material relatively easy especially given the difficulty of the things we were leanring

Lecture slides were excellent, particularly the annotated. The problem set solutions were equally helpful.

Top notch quality (the PDFs are clickable!)

Good quality. He provided clear slides with notes.

Lecture slides were some of the best I've seen. Perfect amount of detail. Nice balance of graphics, mathematical detail, conceptual
information

Great slides, and (as noted earlier) incredibly detailed homework solutions. I wish he wrote up some latex proof examples from class
for the canvas—some of the basic examples with a bit of commentary on the steps taken (for example, the choice to multiply the top
and bottom of a fraction by 1/n).

Superb.


