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Environmental Impact

 High Consumption — High Landfill Use
* Non-sustainable Manufacturing

 Kills Wildlife



Biodegradable, Bioerodable,
Recycle

Biodegradable

- Breakdown reliant on micro-organisms

Bioerodable
- Breakdown through oxidation and erosion

Both emit Greenhouse Gases

Both must be seperated from recycling processes
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Australian Efforts

Consumer Awareness

Levy-free

Virtually No Implementation Required

303 bags per capita — 192 bags par capital
Temporary Reductions?

Peaked Reductions?

Negotiations to phase out Plastic Bags



Irish Plas Tax

15 euro-cents (2002) — 22 euro-cents (2007)
Biodegradable/Bioerodable taxed like normal bags
328 bags per capita (2002)

31 bags per capita and rising (2006)

Relatively simple implementation

Temporary Reductions?



Bangladeshi Plastic Bag Ban

Prior to ban

- High Consumption (9 million bags daily)

- High Litter Rate
- Result: Catastrophic flood
Manufacturing & Usage Ban (2002)

Implemented 1n phases

May result 1n public unrest

May pose new problems



Chinese Free Plastic Bag Ban

* To be implemented on June 1st, 2008

e Retailers must charge for bags

- Price must be clearly labled
* Plastic Bags not permitted on public transport

* Ease of Implementation: Unknown

* Bag Reduction: Unknown



Conclusion

Inconclusive
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