Erin Michelle Goeres

Learn Old Norse in Eight Weeks!

A map of Iceland

erin.goeres@ell.ox.ac.uk
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Consider the similarities:

Modern English Old English Old Norse Modern German
King cyning (m) konungr (m) Kénig (m)

Ship scip (n) skip (n) Schiff (n)

great, large micel (adj) mikill (adj) mihil (OHG adj)
to have habban hafa haben

Pronunciation practice:

Ingdlfr Arnarson er norskr vikingar ok madr rikr ok djarfr. Kona hans er Hallveig Frédaddttir.
Hon er g6d kona ok vaen. Skip hans er gott ok vel buit. Hann siglir sumar eitt fra Noregi til vestrs
ok finnr land eitt. Pat er nytt land ok engi madr lifir par. Landit er fagrt ok fritt. Par er fugl ok
fiskr négr. Gras er groent ok mikit. Ingdlfr lender par ok byggir his. Margt folk fylgir honum

sidan til islands ok byggir par vida.




Erin Michelle Goeres erin.goeres@ell.ox.ac.uk

Vocabulary
Nouns/Pronouns: Verbs: Adjectives:
madr (m) - man vera —to be norskr — Norwegian
kona (f) - woman, wife er—is rikr — rich, powerful
hann/hon/pat - he/she/it eru - are djarfr - daring, bold
engi — no, none sigla - to sail vaenn - handsome, pretty
finna - to find bdinn - equipped
lifa - to live nyr — new
Adverbs: byggja - to build, settle fagr - fair
sidan - afterwards, then fylgja - to follow, accompany  fridr — beautiful
vida — widely nogl — enough, sufficient
mikill - great, large, plentiful
margr — many
Translate:

Norskir vikingar eru djarfir ok sterkir. Vapn piera eru sverd, spjot, ok skjéldr. Holl konungs er
hatimbrud ok salir konungs stérir. Langeldar brenna & midju gadlfi. Jarlar konungs eru margir, en
rikir hersar ok fraegir vikingar eru gestir hans ok foera honum goédar gjafar. Matr piera er ostr ok
braud, fuglar ok fiskar. Mérg skald koma til konungs ok kveda hatt ok vel. Konungr pakkar peim
kvaedi pierra ok allir drekka ok eru gladir.

The Jelling Stone, Jelling, Denmark

The Karlevi Stone, Oland, Sweden



