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Biomedical Ethics 

PHIL 167 

UCR Spring 2014 

Syllabus 

 

Meeting: 

   

T-R 3:40-5:00 LFSC 1500 

Instructor: 

   

Andrew Franklin-Hall  

Contact: 

 

andrew.hall@ucr.edu  

Office Hours: Thursday 12:00-1:00 and  

by appointment 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Building  

3206 

 

Teaching Assistants 

Courtney Morris cmorr007@ucr.edu                     Kevin Gin kevin.gin@email.ucr.edu 

Zachary Bachman zachary.bachman@email.ucr.edu 

 

Course Requirements 

Lecture Attendance 5% 

Discussion Section Participation 10% 

Midterm Exam  25% 

Final Exam 35% 

Paper 25% 

 

Grading Scheme 

100-97%             A+ 

 

ϴϵ.ϵϵ…-87% B+ ϳϵ.ϵϵ…-77% C+ ϲϵ.ϵϵ…%-60%       D 

ϵϲ.ϵϵ…-93% A 

 

ϴϲ.ϵϵ…-83% B ϳϲ.ϵϵ…-73% C 

 

<ϱϵ.ϵϵ…%             F 

ϵ2.ϵϵ…-90% A- ϴ2.ϵϵ…-80% B- ϳ2.ϵϵ…-70% C-  

The lower boundary for each letter grade is the cut-off.  (The cut-off has to coŵe soŵewhere.)  So, I doŶ’t 
generally round grades up.  
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Readings 

All ƌeadiŶgs aƌe aǀailaďle oŶ iLeaƌŶ uŶdeƌ the ͞“Ǉllaďus͟ Taď.  ‘eadiŶgs aƌe assigŶed foƌ the ǁeek.  You 
should do all the assigned readings before your discussion section.  Bring readings (either in paper or 

electronic form) to class and to section.  “oŵetiŵes ͞suppleŵeŶtaƌǇ͟ ƌeadiŶgs ǁill ďe posted as ǁell; 
these are recommended, but not required. 

Lecture Presentation 

The power point presentation for the week will generally be made available on Monday evenings. 

Clickers 

We will be using clickers in this course.  Clickers are required, and you are expected to bring your clicker 

to every class.  You should have your clicker no later than Thursday of the second week of class.  

Attendance 

Attendance to lecture is mandatory and is worth 5% of your grade.  You are permitted two unexcused 

aďseŶĐes.  Mild siĐkŶess oƌ a doĐtoƌ͛s appoiŶtŵeŶt aƌe NOT excused absences (plan for this!).  Excused 

absences are university-related events (e.g., sports competitions) or things you contact your dean about 

(hospitalization, chronic sickness, family emergency, birth of child, zombie apocalypse).  Attendance, 

moreoveƌ, ŵeaŶs ͞ŵeŶtal atteŶdaŶĐe.͟  BeiŶg phǇsiĐallǇ pƌeseŶt ďut asleep oƌ otheƌǁise iŶatteŶtiǀe 
does not count. 

After two absences, your attendance grade will be lowered by 1 point for each absence. 

Attendance will be recorded by answering the clicker questions.  If you forget your clicker or if it 

malfunctions, then at the end of class, hand your TA a sheet of paper that includes the answers to the 

clicker questions, your name, section, and the date.  This will be allowed once.  After that, a forgotten or 

malfunctioning clicker will count as an absence.   

Classroom Etiquette 

Please do not engage in private conversation during the lectures. 

Please turn your phones off during class and refrain from texting, sexting, or other fiddling with your 

phone.   
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Discussion Participation 

Attending and participating in your discussion section is worth 10% of your grade.  You have one 

unexcused absence for section.  After that, each absence automatically decreases this portion of your 

grade by 1 point.  Roughly, participation will be graded as follows:  

A Regular, high-quality participation 

B Frequent participation 

C Occasional participation 

D Infrequent participation 

F No participation; poor attention 

 

Exams   

There will be an in-class midterm exam (May 8) and an in-class final exam (June 7).  The exams will 

feature a combination of short-answer and essay questions.  You will need to supply your own 

examination bluebooks.  

 

Papers   

You are required to write one short paper addressing an assigned topic based on the assigned readings.  

Topics will be distributed at least two weeks in advance of the due date.  In length, each paper should be 

between 1200 and 1500 words (about 4-5 double-spaced pages). 

If you wish to dispute the grade assigned to your paper, you must write a one-page essay on why you 

think you deserve a different grade.  Your TA will read your essay and take another look at your paper.  

Your TA may decide that your original grade is correct, or that the paper should be adjusted up or down.  

If you still have concerns after the second round of grading, you may bring the matter to me and I will 

review the grade.   

Plagiarism Policy:  Unless otherwise instructed, you are advised not to do outside research for 

the papers.  That said, any text taken verbatim from other sources must be quoted and cited.  

Paraphrases and the borrowing of ideas from other sources should also be cited.  Plagiarism will 

be dealt with severely and may result in both failing the course and having the incident 

permanently recorded on your academic transcript.  You may talk with other students about 

your papers, but you must do the actual writing yourself.  You are encouraged to have friends or 

writing tutors read over your work to proofread and give you feedback.   
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Provisional Course Schedule 

 

Week 1 (April 1 & 3):    Introduction to Biomedical Ethics 

a) BeauĐhaŵp, ͞EthiĐal TheoƌǇ aŶd BioethiĐs͟ 

b) The Hippocratic Oath 

 

Unit I:  Autonomy and Aims of Medicine 

 

Week 2 (April 8 & 10)  Patient Autonomy and Medical Ethics 

a) Katz, ͞IŶfoƌŵed CoŶseŶt: Must it ‘eŵaiŶ a FaiƌǇ Tale?͟ 

b) AĐkeƌŵaŶ, ͞WhǇ DoĐtoƌs “hould IŶteƌǀeŶe͟ 

c) Miles, ͞IŶfoƌŵed DeŵaŶd foƌ ͚NoŶ-BeŶefiĐial͛ MediĐal 
Treatment 

d) Thoŵasŵa, ͞TelliŶg the Tƌuth to PatieŶts: A Clinical Ethics 

EǆploƌatioŶ͟ 

 

Week 3: (April 15 & 17)  Surrogate Decision-Making and Advance Directives 

a) Dƌesseƌ aŶd ‘oďeƌtsoŶ, ͞QualitǇ of Life aŶd NoŶ-Treatment 

Decisions for Incompetent Patients: A Critique of the Orthodox 

AppƌoaĐh͟ 

b) DǁoƌkiŶ, ͞AutoŶoŵǇ aŶd the DeŵeŶted “elf͟ 

 

Week 4 (April 22 & 24)  Ethics of Medical Research 

a) HellŵaŶ & HellŵaŶ, ͞Of MiĐe ďut Ŷot MeŶ: Pƌoďleŵs of the 
‘aŶdoŵized CliŶiĐal Tƌial͟ 

b) Freedman, ͞A Response to a Purported Ethical Difficulty with 

Randomized Clinical Trials Involving CaŶĐeƌ TƌeatŵeŶts͟ 

c) Cohen, ͞MediĐal EǆpeƌiŵeŶtatioŶ oŶ PƌisoŶeƌs͟ 

d) BƌodǇ, ͞EthiĐal Issues iŶ CliŶiĐal Tƌials iŶ DeǀelopiŶg CouŶtƌies͟ 
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Unit II:  Creation and Destruction of Life 

 

Week 5 (April 29 & May 1):  Abortion 

a) FeiŶďeƌg, ͞AďoƌtioŶ͟ 

b) MaƌƋuis, ͞WhǇ AďoƌtioŶ is Iŵŵoƌal͟ 

 

Week 6 (May 6):  Genetic Screening 

 “teiŶďoĐk, ͞DisaďilitǇ, PƌeŶatal TestiŶg, aŶd “eleĐtiǀe AďoƌtioŶ͟ 

 

Midterm Exam (May 8) 

 

Week 7 (May 13 & 15):  Genetic Engineering 

a) “aŶdel, ͞The Case AgaiŶst PeƌfeĐtioŶ͟ 

b) Gloǀeƌ, ͞QuestioŶs Aďout “oŵe Uses of GeŶetiĐ EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg͟ 

c) “aǀulesĐu, ͞GeŶetiĐ IŶteƌǀeŶtioŶs aŶd the EthiĐs of 
EŶhaŶĐeŵeŶt of HuŵaŶ BeiŶgs͟ 

Paper Due (Monday, May 19) 

 

Week 8 (May 20 & 22):   Euthanasia and End-of-Life Decisions 

a) The CatholiĐ ChuƌĐh͛s Declaration on Euthanasia  

b) Quill, ͞Death aŶd DigŶitǇ: A Case of IŶdiǀidualized DeĐisioŶ-

MakiŶg͟ 

c) FeiŶďeƌg, ͞Whose Life is it AŶǇǁaǇ?͟ 

d) CallahaŶ, ͞WheŶ “elf-DeteƌŵiŶatioŶ ‘uŶs Aŵok͟ 

e) BƌoĐk, ͞VoluŶtaƌǇ AĐtiǀe EuthaŶasia͟ 

 

Unit III - Justice and Health Care 

 

Week 9 (May 27 & 29):  Medical Resource Allocation 

a) ‘esĐheƌ, ͞The AlloĐatioŶ of EǆotiĐ MediĐal LifesaǀiŶg TheƌapǇ͟ 

b) Haƌƌis, ͞The Value of Life͟  
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Week 10 (June 3 & 5):  Health Care and Social Justice 

 NoƌŵaŶ DaŶiels, ͞Health Caƌe Needs aŶd Distƌiďutiǀe JustiĐe͟ 

 

Final Exam (June 7):  11:30-2:30    

 


