PLA 2000: Advanced Planning Theory
Department of Planning and Geography
Mondays 3-5, Fall 2012, Room SS 5064
(NOTE: this is not an official course outline. It is posted here for informational purposes only)

Instructor:

Jason Hackworth

Office: SS 5010

Email: jason.hackworth@utoronto.ca
Office Hours: T 2-4, and by appointment

General description:

Though it is often defined by its application to the non-academic world, planning theory is now a
substantial sub-field in its own right. There are now a number of planning-theory-specialized courses,
readers, journals, and scholars. As planning scholars (no matter your theoretical inclination), developing
a set of generalizations linked to existing thought (i.e. theory) will be a crucial part of your research in
the coming years. This is a required course for PhD in Planning students. The approach taken here will
be a mixture of a general survey of planning thought, and a more focused vehicle to help students
prepare their own theoretical emphases for dissertation research.

Readings:

Fainstein, S. (2010). The Just City. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.
Fainstein, S. and Campbell, S., Eds., (2012). Readings in Planning Theory, Third Edition. West Sussex:
John Wiley-Blackwell.

Given the small size of this class, neither book was ordered through a local bookstore, so you must
purchase them via an online book retailer such as Amazon. Please do so soon, as we will be covering
readings from these texts early in the course schedule.

Other readings will be made available via the course portal or through Robarts Library. Details TBA.
Evaluation:

25 percent, Participation/ Engagement: This is a very small class so participation in discussion and
engagement with the reading is essential to making it work. Assessment in this area has two
components: 1) preparing and presenting some notes on several of the assigned readings (this will serve
as a partial basis for the week’s discussion; I'll have an organized plan for the rest of the readings each
week); and 2) general participation with the weekly discussion. | am not going to police the latter
vigilantly nor do | intend to penalize students who are not particularly outgoing. But by the same token,
| feel that it is crucial for students to engage with the readings as seriously as possible. It is generally
pretty clear who has actually done the reading.

15 percent, Journal Report: You are required to write a one page synopsis of the theoretical
contributions of one planning journal of your choosing. The structure of this can vary but the emphasis
should be on the theoretical (rather than the topical or methodological) contributions of the past five (5)
years. The exact choice of journal is up to you, but a more theoretically inclined journal (Journal of
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Planning Literature, Environment and Planning D, Progress in Planning, Planning Theory, etc.) is
suggested. This should be more than a summary of its contents. Who publishes in this journal? Who
cites (and how often) the articles published in it? Are there any theoretical themes that are particularly
noteworthy in the past few years? How do these compare to other planning journals?

25 percent, Planning Module: You are asked to assemble a lengthy list of readings around a theoretical
theme that you intend to develop for your dissertation research. From this list, | would like you to select
three (3) readings that the class will read for an assigned week. During that week (to be determined
later) you will lead the discussion with a short introduction and discussion facilitation (with help as
needed by the course instructor). You will be assessed on the coherence and quality of the list itself but
also for the questions and ideas you bring to the discussion. It is highly recommended that you speak
with the course instructor about your list before assembling it. Pragmatically, the hope is that you can
use this list as one of your comprehensive exam reading lists.

35 percent, Final Paper: The final paper for this class will be a theoretical piece written on a theme that
you intend to develop for your dissertation. You are encouraged to consult planning theory journals
(and theoretical articles in regular planning journals) for models of what constitutes a “theoretical
article”. Generally though, this would consist of an extended, critical summary of an area of planning
research, and a discussion of where the “openings” are. By “openings” | mean areas that the existing
body of literature fails to address adequately (and that you could feasibly address in your own research).
Papers will be presented in class on December 3, and due in written form one week later on December
10. The hope is that you will have integrated comments received on the 3™ for your final submission.

Schedule:

Reading availability:

! _ Available in one of the required texts.

2 _ Available online through Robarts Library journal subscription service.
® _ Available through portal (details TBA)

Week 1 (September 10): Introduction to the course
Week 2 (September 17): Planning in a capitalist society

'Fogelsong, R. (2012). Planning the capitalist city, pp. 132-137, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.

*Harvey, D. (1978). The urban process under capitalism: A framework for analysis. The International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 2, 101-131.

*Hayek, F. (1960). Housing and town planning. In The Constitution Of Liberty (pp. 340-357). Chicago:

University of Chicago Press.

’Molotch, H. (1976). The city as a growth machine: Toward a political economy of place. The American

Journal of Sociology, 82 (2), 309-332.

Week 3 (September 24): The Foundations of Planning Theory

'Fainstein, S. and Campbell, S. (2012). Introduction, pp. 1-20, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.



'Fishman, R. (2012). Urban utopias in the twentieth century: Ebenezer Howard, Frank Lloyd Wright, and
Le Corbusier, pp. 27-53, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in Planning Theory.

!Scott, J. (2012). Authoritarian high modernism, pp. 54-71, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.

!Jacobs, J. (2012). The death and life of great American cities, pp. 72-86, in Fainstein and Campbell,
Readings in Planning Theory.

'Friedmann, J. (2012). The good city: In defense of utopian thinking, pp. 87-104, in Fainstein and
Campbell, Readings in Planning Theory.

Week 4 (October 1): Planning Justifications and Critiques

*Harvey, D. (1985). On planning the ideology of planning. Chapter 7 (pp. 165-184) in The Urbanization of
capital: Studies in the history and theory of capitalist urbanization. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University Press.

'Campbell, H. and Marshall, R. (2012). Utilitarianism’s bad breath? A re-evaluation of the public interest
justification for planning, pp. 111-131, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in Planning Theory.

Love, T. (2012). Urban design after Battery Park City: Opportunities for variety and vitality in large-scale
urban real estate development, pp. 139-151, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in Planning Theory.

'Healey, P. (2012). Traditions of planning thought, pp. 214-233, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.

OCTOBER 8: Thanksgiving; University Closed; No Classes Today
Week 5 (October 15): Normativity and planning thought

'Fainstein, S. (2012). Planning theory and the city, pp. 159-175, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.

!Lindblom, C. (2012). The science of ‘muddling through’, pp. 176-190, in Fainstein and Campbell,
Readings in Planning Theory.

!Davidoff, P. (2012). Advocacy and pluralism in planning, pp. 191-205, in Fainstein and Campbell,
Readings in Planning Theory.

Forester, J. (2012). Challenges of deliberation and participation, pp. 206-213, in Fainstein and Campbell,

Readings in Planning Theory.
Week 6 (October 22): Justice, conflict, and the Right to the City

Harvey, D. (2008). The right to the city. New Left Review, 53(September/October): 23-40.
Young, I.M. (2012). Inclusion and democracy, pp. 321-337, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.

'Campbell, S. (2012). Green cities, growing cities, just cities? Urban planning and the contradictions of
sustainable development, pp. 413-438, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in Planning Theory.
'Fischer, F. (2012). Public policy as discursive construct: Social meaning and multiple realities, pp. 445-

462, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in Planning Theory.
'Kohn, M. (2012). The mauling of public space, pp. 463-471, in Fainstein and Campbell, Readings in
Planning Theory.

Week 7 (October 29): Social Justice



'Fainstein, S. (2010). The Just City. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Week 8 (November 5): Module 1: The shrinking city (reading list circulated later in the class)
Week 9 (November 12): Module 2: TBA

Week 10 (November 19): Module 3: TBA

Week 11 (November 26): Module 4: TBA

Week 12 (December 3): Final paper presentations

December 10: Final papers due (one week after last class)



