Saint Simeon the Stylite

390 - 459

	Scene ONE 
	INTRODUCTION

Saint Simeon

In Church history - East meets West
Monasticism – its role in the preservation of the church in times of political turmoil – after the fall of Rome



	Movement
	Hansel will “speak” the brief introduction
Meagan & Bonnie – circle to separation – representing East and West divergent in their emphasis on personal ascetic practices, such as self-mortification (East) versus Rule for community living/culture (West)


	Spoken
	We have entered a new age. The Western Roman Empire has fallen and the Christological controversies have been resolved with the fourth council at Chalcedon. Change is all around us. What have not changed are the saints that God has sent to us. As a famous historian noted, Paulinus in the West was entertaining his guests with wine in Nola while Saint Simeon in the East was praying night and day exposed in a little platform. I, Antonius, have been blessed to witness one such holiness. His life and deeds were venerated by all and we are all to learn from him. This is the life of Saint Simeon.

	Props
	· Fabric = veil to be suspended across the lecture hall 

· Checklist for Sainthood:
1. Faith - scene 2
2. Miracles - scene 5
3. Sanctity - scene 5
4. Veneration - scene 6


	Rationale
	Veil = representing the space/distance between the carnal world and the world to which Simeon aspired.
The items to be checklisted throughout the dramatic presentation correspond to the evidence within the text.  Antonius, his disciple may have included the various references in support of proving Simeon’s sainthood



	
	

	Scene TWO
	Simeon in the Church

	Movement
	1  “Reader’” -  (Bonnie)
2   “Listeners” – Simeon (Hansel) and Elder (Meagan)
Elder takes the “sash” as the Word is being read.

Simeon listens without understanding

Elder ‘interprets’ – giving the sash over to Simeon

Elder & Reader recede from the scene

Following the interpretation by the Elder,Simeon leaves the church and throws himself to the ground – lying for a minute with the “words” (rope) around him – flung…..



	Spoken
	Non-distracting music to be playing, while “word” is being read by “reader”

	Props
	· LARGE BOOK = Word of God 

· Sash = Words = rope for Simeon



	Rationale
	Non-distracting music represents what Simeon hears and somehow understands – but is not heard by the Elder who is listening to, and hearing the Word, as it is being read….

Sash / Rope: bearing the words that impressed themselves upon the heart of Simeon when spoken/interpreted to him by the elder in the church that day……



	
	

	Scene THREE
	Enters the Monastery

	Movement
	Simeon gets up from the ground and enters the “doors” (Meagan and Bonnie) of the monastery 
Opens the doors (touching the backs of the monks)

Monastery doors OPEN and put the ‘hood’ Simeon…

Commence prayer cycle with Simeon – praying in each of the four directions.  After 5 or 6 ‘prayer formations’, Simeon separates himself – lagging behind, isolating himself.  Finally he goes behind the veil, wraps the sash around and around himself.


	Spoken
	

	Checklist
	Noted on the Checklist:

Simeon’s parents seeking him & weeping = Jesus’ parents when he goes to the temple at age 12 = Luke 2:48
Job 7:5 (Rope slide)



	Props
	· Hoods – Meagan has two and Bonnie will bring a third for Simeon


	Rationale
	At first he is welcomed into the monastery, but his extreme asceticism isolates and alienates him

	
	

	Scene FOUR
	Simeon = into the Well

	Movement
	Monks unwind Simeon from the rope (symbolizing his being physically healed) and expelled from the monastery 
Simeon reverences himself and goes into the Well … behind the VEIL
In front of the VEIL –

The dream of the Abbot (Meagan)
Angel (Bonnie) comes to the Abbot – warning of Simeon’s whereabouts and directing the Abbot to retrieve him from the Well.  
Draw Simeon out of the Well (from behind the Veil)

With the rope – as a line that draws Simeon out of the Well…

Abbot weeps and asks Simeon to teach them

Simeon stands while the other monks kneel – lower themselves…



	Spoken
	“Teach us” says the Abbot

	Props
	· Ladders & step stools for Simeon’s use throughout his progression to the pillar heights….



	Rationale
	Prefigures death and resurrection, as Simeon goes where others are unwilling to go – and from this place he is recognized for his holy longing and his dependence on and devotion to God 

	Checklist
	With the angels that prefigure … heralding the coming of Christ Jesus….

Luke 2:9

	Scene FIVE
	MIRACLES

	Movement
	Simeon … behind the VEIL

Healing of (Bonnie & Meagan
Mother – (blue veil) comes to her son (Simeon) in front of the VEIL trying to contact him… unable. … dies….

Mother is assisted … dead… to come to Simeon (behind the VEIL) and responds….

The figures behind the VEIL…. Raise their arms to gesture “PRAISE GOD”
SIMEON CLIMBS THE LADDER

Arab King:

Simeon repeats (“one line…”)

King repeats (“one line…”)



	Spoken

Color coded lines

Rob narrates

Arab

Simeon
	And so the Arab King visited the reverend Simeon to be blessed.
Upon picking up the fallen stinking worm the Arab said "This will bring blessing and forgiveness of sins to me".
But to his amazement, it has turned into a priceless pearl.
In response, Simeon blessed him and his descendants, "As you have believed, so may it be to you all the days of your life - not only to you, but to your children also."
For the Arab's faith in Simeon's intercession granted him God's blessing.

	Checklist
	Scripture that matches each of the miracles….

Jesus heals many:
Matthew15:30-31
Luke 5:13


Luke 5:20

Jesus raises the dead:    Luke 8:49-56

	Props
	· Ladders & step stools for Simeon’s use throughout his progression to the pillar heights….

· Crown / sword for the Arab King……………


	Rationale
	Simeon’s ceaseless effort to separate himself from people and get closer to God is rewarded with miracles and acts of revelation

	
	

	Scene SIX
	SIMEON - DEAD

	Movement
	In front of the VEIL
Bishop who tries to keep a souvenir………..

HAND WITHERS………….

Following prayer…….

Health restored to the hand…………



	Spoken
	

	Props
	· Crown for the Bishop



	Rationale
	

	
	

	Scene SEVEN
	200 years later……………

	Movement
	Monk from the West ascends a pillar

His Bishop orders him to come down.

He promptly ascends………..



	Spoken
	

	Props
	

	Rationale
	

	
	


History of Christianity to 800 AD.
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