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Abstract This essay was written as a reflection on the spiritual
underpinnings of a life of scholarship that has tried to bridge the different
thought worlds of China and Europe. It explores the roots of the two worlds
by reflecting on the lives and ideas of two great teachers, St Paul and
Confucius. It reflects on how they prepared themselves for the end of life, in
a situation where it seemed their mission could not be accomplished and
they could not know the long lasting legacy they would leave behind, and
compares the their core messages which showed how both would inspire a
scholarship that is socially responsible and indeed transformative.
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