Assignment: GGR 357 H1F The Geography of Housing and Housing Policy

Individually written paper. 

Subject: Demographics and housing issues in Torontonian neighbourhoods
Due Date: June 20, 2008
Size: 1,500 words
Everyone has some idea of what a residential neighbourhood looks like and what types of households live in certain homes. Most people also have an idea of how people use the space in their neighbourhood for shopping, recreation, and what issues are of concern in certain neighbourhoods. During this assignment, you will get the chance to explore a neighbourhood in its many facets. Perhaps your own neighbourhood, or a neighbourhood near your place of work, offers the opportunity to study one of the housing issues discussed during this course. It is up to you to explore.
Guidelines

The paper should have a logical build up, starting with a clear description of the subject, leading to a research question that can be answered with the available sources and within the guidelines set above. In other words, the scale and scope of the chosen research question should be appropriate. The central question should relate to at least one of the key housing issues addressed during the course. The most obvious are: segregation, gentrification, neighbourhood change, unequal opportunities and social exclusion, and housing affordability. 

It should be made obvious why the neighbourhood was chosen as a case study to answer the research question. The neighbourhood studied should be a residential area.

The paper should at least describe the demographic, socio-economic and physical characteristics of the area. 

To describe the demographic and socio-economic build up of the neighbourhood, the information offered by the municipality of Toronto should be used. Detailed information about Toronto neighbourhoods is published at:

http://www.toronto.ca/demographics/
To describe the physical characteristics of the area, a sketch or map should be provided with a description of the residences (housing tenure, type of homes etc.) and the different functions of the other buildings in the area. Are there many shops, restaurants, parks, grass and shrubs? What does the infrastructure look like? Is public transit available in the area? How does this all relate to the issue at hand?

All relevant literature that is offered in this course should be used. Additional, relevant materials should be used where necessary. 

The paper should end with a concise, clear conclusion.

The end product should be a clear, concisely written, unique and individual paper. 

Late penalty: 5% of the grade per day. 

Plagiarism and academic fraud will not be tolerated.
