POL 242Y
Lab Assignment # 2: Descriptive Statistics and Hypotheses Testing
Due June 4, 2008
Please answer each of the following questions.  Be sure to attach a copy of your SPSS output, formatted in Word. Include only those parts of your SPSS output that are relevant to these questions. Please refrain from using the instructional data set examples discussed in class.
 Part 1: Selecting a dependent variable (50%)
1)      Browse through the 2000 World Values Survey questionnaires and the dataset.  Select cases from a  nation that you want to research. Select a question that you think may be used as a dependent variable in an analysis. 

a.       Which country survey sample are you using?
 

 _______________________________________________________________________

 

b.      What are your dependent variable’s name and label?
 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

c.       Using the traditional classification of levels of measurement at which level is your dependent variable measured? Why do you think this? 

 

________________________________________________________________________

     

________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
 d.     Consider the coding for your variable. Do you need to recode the variable?  Why or why not?

           

______________________________________________________________________________

 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 

 2)       Run a frequency distribution for the dependent variable you selected in question #1. Consider the appropriate measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode) and shape (skewness of distribution) of this variable

a.    Which measure of central tendency is most appropriate to use when describing this distribution?  Why?

 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
 

b.      What is the value of the above term: ___________________________

 

c.       Are any of the other measures of central tendency useful? Why?

 

_____________________________________________________________________

 

_____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
 

d.      Is the distribution unskewed, skewed positively or negatively? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________

 

___________________________________________________________________________

e.   Produce appropriate chart to describe the dependent variable.

 

Part 2:  Selecting an Independent Variable (50%)
 

3)    Return to the same questionnaire and the dataset from which you selected your dependent variable.  Select a new variable that you hypothesize may explain the variation in the dependent variable you described in Part 1, above. 

 

1)      a.       Which country survey sample are you using?
 

 _______________________________________________________________________

 

b.      What are your independent variable’s name and label:
 

_______________________________________________________________________

 

c.       Using the traditional classification of levels of measurement at which level is your independent variable measured? Why do you think this? 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
 d.     Consider the coding for your variable. Do you need to recode the variable?  Why or why not?

           

______________________________________________________________________________

 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 

 4)       Run a frequency distribution for the independent variable you selected in question #3. Consider the appropriate measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode) and shape  (skewness of distribution) of this variable

a.    Which measure of central tendency is most appropriate to use when describing this distribution?  Why?

 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
 

b.      What is the value of the above term: ___________________________

 

c.       Are any of the other measures of central tendency useful? Why?

 

_____________________________________________________________________

 

_____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

 

d.      Is the distribution unskewed, skewed positively or negatively? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________

 

___________________________________________________________________________

e.   Produce appropriate chart to describe the independent variable.
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