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Course Description

This class introduces students to the major Western schools of ethical thought.  We trace the development of ethics from ancient Greece to the early 20th century.  All the major theories of normative ethics are represented: Virtue Ethics (Plato, Aristotle); Contractarianism (Hobbes); Sentimentalism (Butler, Hume); Deontology (Kant); and Consequentialism (Mill).  In examining the work of each of our authors, we will focus on the most fundamental questions in ethics: What is a good life, and what features make a life good? What is it for an action to be right? What obligations do we owe to others, and what are the sources of these obligations? What is virtue? What is the basis of our ethical knowledge? In addition, most of the authors we read will be concerned with the topic of justice.  We will examine the historical development of conceptions of justice both as an individual virtue and as a social goal.  
University E-mail Policy: All students should become familiar with the University’s official student notification e-mail policy at:
http://www.utexas.edu/its/policies/emailnotify.php 

The University considers e-mail to be an official form of communication between instructors and students.

Syllabus and Assignments

Students are expected to complete each reading assignment before the class that will address that reading.  Please bring the relevant text to each class.
Books

Our text for this class is: Steven M. Cahn (ed.), Classics of Western Philosophy, 7th edition, Hackett Publishing.  All other readings will be made available on Blackboard (online).
Requirements
The requirements for this class are two short (3-5 pg.) papers, a midterm exam, and a final exam.  Each paper is worth 25% of the final grade.  The midterm is worth 20% and the final is worth 30%.  
The exams will consist of essay questions.  The final exam will take place during the exam period at the end of the semester.
Each short paper should focus on the work of one author.  In the paper, you should identify a thesis held by that author, clearly explain the content of that thesis, and provide textual evidence that the author does indeed hold it.  You should then pose a problem for that thesis that is not addressed in the author’s argument, and suggest a potential solution.  The first paper is due on Monday of week 6.  You may choose any author discussed in class before that week.  The second paper is due on Monday of week 13.  You may choose any author discussed in class between weeks 6 and 12.
Make-ups

If you have a valid medical, religious, or other reason for missing a deadline or exam, please notify me as far in advance as possible.  It is the policy of the University that you must notify your instructor at least fourteen days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holiday.  If you miss an exam or a deadline for a medical reason, you must contact me about scheduling a make-up exam or a new deadline within 48 hours of your return to school.  
Scholastic Dishonesty

Scholastic dishonesty on any assignment will result in a failing grade (F) for that assignment which may not be dropped.  Any further scholastic dishonesty will result in a referral to the office of the dean.  Students are expected to abide by the standards of academic conduct of the University, as detailed at:
http://www.utexas.edu/student/registrar/catalogs/gi06-07/app/appc11.html

#Subchapter.11-800 

Disabilities

The University provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for students with disabilities.  For more information, contact Services for Students with Disabilities at 471-6259 (voice) or 232-2937 (video phone).  More information is available at: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/ssd/ 

Schedule

Introduction
Week 1
M

Labor Day

W

Welcome to the class!

F

Studying philosophy: Reasons and inferences
Plato: Virtue and Justice

Week 2
M

Virtue: Meno 70a-79e

W

Virtue: Meno 80a-99e

F

Justice: Republic Bk. I 
Week 3
M

The Good Life: Republic Bk. II
W

Justice as a harmony of other virtues: Republic Bk. IV

Aristotle: Justice, Wisdom and the Human Good

F

The human good: Nicomachean Ethics (NE) Bk. 1

Week 4
M

The nature of virtue: NE Bk. 2

W

Justice: NE Bk. 5

F

Practical wisdom: NE Bk. 6 (excerpts)
Seneca: Life in Harmony with Nature

Week 5
M

On the Happy Life
Augustine’s City of God: Virtue, Vice and the Human Good
W

Virtue in ancient Rome: Pt. 1 Bk. 5 Ch. 12-21
F

Human nature and the origin of evil: Pt. 1 Bk. 12 Ch. 6-8; Bk. 14 Ch. 1-10
Week 6
M

The human good: Pt. 2 Bk. 19 Ch. 1-17
Essay I due
Aquinas’ Summa Theologica: Justice and the Individual
W

Conscience: Pt. 1 Vol. 1 Q. 79; Vol. 2 Q. 19
F

Rights: Pt. 2 Vol. 2 Q. 57 -58
Week 7
M

Justice: Q. 59-63
W

Midterm Review
F

Midterm Exam
Hobbes’ Leviathan and Ethical Egoism
Week 8
M

Human nature: Bk. 1-3
W

Human nature: Bk. 6, 10
F

Egoism, the construction of morality, and the social contract: Bk. 13-15
Butler’s Sermons: Countering Egoism

Week 9
M

Human Nature: Sermon 1
W

Conscience: Sermon 2
F

Duty and Self-Interest: Sermon 3
Hume’s Treatise and the Theory of Moral Sentiment

Week 10
M

Virtue and vice: Bk. 3 Pt. 1
W

Justice: Bk. 3 Pt. 2
F

Particular virtues: Bk. 3 Pt. 3

Kant on Duty and the Will

Week 11
M
Duty: Kant’s Lectures on “Duties to Oneself” and “Duties toward Others”
W
The Will: Kant’s Lectures on “The General Principle of Morality” and “The Supreme Principle of Morality”

F

The categorical imperative: Groundwork Ch. 2
J. S. Mill’s Utilitarianism and the Rise of Consequentialism
Week 12
M

Utilitarianism defined: Ch. 1&2
W

Defending the principle of utility: Ch. 3
F

Defending the principle of utility: Ch. 4
Week 13
M

Justice and utility: Ch. 5

Essay II due
Diagnosing Morality: Nietzsche’s On the Genealogy of Morals
W

Introduction
F

First Treatise

Week 14
M

Second Treatise

The Meta-Ethical Turn: G. E. Moore’s Principia Ethica
W

What ethics is about: Ch. 1
F

Thanksgiving holiday

Week 15
M

Right action: Ch. 4 (excerpts)
W

The highest good: Ch. 6 (excerpts)
F

Final review
PAGE  
1

