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Course Description

This class introduces students to the major figures in the history of political theory.  In the early weeks of the course, we spend a considerable amount of time working carefully through Plato’s Republic and Aristotle’s Politics, the foundational texts in Western political thought.  The medieval period is represented by Thomas Aquinas’ synthesis of Aristotelian and Christian philosophy.  We then proceed to the modern era, and study the work of the great political theorists from Thomas Hobbes to J. S. Mill.  We finish with the debate between John Rawls and Robert Nozick, which dominated political philosophy in the late 20th century.  Throughout the course, we focus on the fundamental questions of political philosophy: What are the virtues and vices of various forms of government? How should we define social and economic justice? What rights to individuals possess? How is the authority of the state justified? Throughout the course, emphasis will be placed on the ways in which the ideas of later authors are developed in response to the influence of earlier ones.   
University E-mail Policy: All students should become familiar with the University’s official student notification e-mail policy at:
http://www.utexas.edu/its/policies/emailnotify.php 

The University considers e-mail to be an official form of communication between instructors and students.

Syllabus and Assignments

Students are expected to complete each reading assignment before the class that will address that reading.  Please bring the relevant text to each class.
Books

Our texts for this class are: Plato’s Republic, Aristotle’s Politics, and a course packet.
Requirements
The requirements for this class are two short (3-5 pg.) papers, a midterm exam, and a final exam.  Each paper is worth 25% of the final grade.  The midterm is worth 20% and the final is worth 30%.  
The exams will consist of essay questions.  The final exam will take place during the exam period at the end of the semester.
Each short paper should focus on the work of one author.  In the paper, you should identify a thesis held by that author, clearly explain the content of that thesis, and provide textual evidence that the author does indeed hold it.  You should then pose a problem for that thesis that is not addressed in the author’s argument, and suggest a potential solution.  The first paper is due on Monday of week 6.  You may choose any author discussed in class before that week.  The second paper is due on Monday of week 13.  You may choose any author discussed in class between weeks 6 and 12.
Make-ups

If you have a valid medical, religious, or other reason for missing a deadline or exam, please notify me as far in advance as possible.  It is the policy of the University that you must notify your instructor at least fourteen days prior to the classes scheduled on dates you will be absent to observe a religious holiday.  If you miss an exam or a deadline for a medical reason, you must contact me about scheduling a make-up exam or a new deadline within 48 hours of your return to school.  
Scholastic Dishonesty

Scholastic dishonesty on any assignment will result in a failing grade (F) for that assignment which may not be dropped.  Any further scholastic dishonesty will result in a referral to the office of the dean.  Students are expected to abide by the standards of academic conduct of the University, as detailed at:
http://www.utexas.edu/student/registrar/catalogs/gi06-07/app/appc11.html

#Subchapter.11-800 

Disabilities

The University provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations for students with disabilities.  For more information, contact Services for Students with Disabilities at 471-6259 (voice) or 232-2937 (video phone).  More information is available at: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/ssd/ 

Schedule

Introduction
Week 1
M

Labor day

W

Welcome to the class!

F

Studying philosophy: Reasons and inferences
Plato on the Just City-State
Week 2
M
Plato, Republic Book I: Definitions of Justice
W

Republic Book I (continued)
F

Republic Book II: Virtue and the Good Life
Week 3
M

Labor Day 

W

Republic Book II (continued)
F

Republic Book III: The Parts of the Just City
Week 4
M

Republic Book III (continued)
W

Republic Book IV: The Virtues in the Just City
F

Republic Book IV (continued)
Aristotle on the Just City-State
Week 5
M

Aristotle, Politics Book I, Ch. 1-2: Definition of the State
W

Politics Book II, Ch. 1-8: Theories of the Ideal State
F

Politics Book II, Ch. 9-12: Best Existing States
Week 6
M

Politics Book III, Ch. 1-5: Citizens and Civic Virtue


Essay I due
W

Politics Book III, Ch. 6-13: Types of Government
F

Politics Book III, Ch. 14-18: Monarchy
Week 7
M

Politics Book IV, Ch. 1-10: Oligarchy and Democracy
W

Politics Book IV, Ch. 11-13: The Best Forms of Government
F

Politics Book VII, Ch. 1-12: Aristotle’s Ideal State
Aquinas on Law and Justice
Week 8
M

Aquinas, Summa Pt. 1 Vol. 2 Q. 90-94: Law
W

Summa Pt. 1 Vol. 2 Q. 95-97: Law (continued)
F

Summa Pt. 2 Vol. 2 Q. 57 -58: Rights
Week 9
M

Summa Pt. 2 Vol. 2 Q. 59-63: Justice
W

Midterm Review
F

Midterm Exam
Hobbes and the Social Contract
Week 10
M

Hobbes, Leviathan Ch. 17: Definition of a Commonwealth
W

Leviathan Ch. 18 & 21: Sovereignty and Liberty
F
Leviathan Ch. 26 & 28: Law and Punishment
Week 11
M
Leviathan Ch. 29: Dissolution of a Commonwealth
Locke on Property and Separation of Powers

W
Locke, Second Treatise Ch.2, 5, 7-9
F

Second Treatise Ch. 10-13
Rousseau on Inequality

Week 12
M

Rousseau, Second Discourse Part I
W

Second Discourse Part II
Kant on Individuals Rights and State Authority

F

Kant, Metaphysics of Morals Part I Ch. 1 (excerpts): Individuals Rights
Week 13
M

Metaphysics of Morals Part I Ch. 2 (excerpts): Law and Coercion
Essay II due
Mill on Liberty and Justice
W
Mill, On Liberty Ch. 2 & 4: Individual Freedom and State Authority
F

Utilitarianism Ch. 5: Justice
Rawls and Modern Liberalism
Week 14
M

Rawls, A Theory of Justice Ch. 1 §1-3; Ch. 2 §10-14: Principles of Justice
W

A Theory of Justice Ch. 3 §20-26: The Original Position
F

Thanksgiving holiday
Nozick and the Minimal State
Week 15
M

Nozick, Anarchy, State and Utopia Ch. 3 & 5 (excerpts): The State
W
Anarchy, State and Utopia Ch. 7 (excerpts): Distributive Justice
F

Final review
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