James Sherman, Teaching Dossier
Teaching experience
Signature Course Teaching Assistant 
My responsibilities included selecting and assigning supplemental reading for each week (a list of which is included with my application), giving a short lecture on the supplemental reading in the tutorial sessions, facilitating discussion during tutorials, giving class lectures when the professor was absent, holding review sessions, grading and commenting on writing assignments, holding office hours, and meeting with students to discuss course material, grades and comments.
Ideas of the 20th Century – Fall 2009

Topics included: Relativism; Marxism; Fascism; Existentialism; Liberalism; Libertarianism.

Teaching Assistant
My responsibilities included leading tutorials, giving class lectures when the professor was absent, holding review sessions, writing exam questions, grading and commenting on exams and term papers, holding office hours, and meeting with students to discuss course material, grades and comments.
Introduction to Philosophy – Fall 2005

Topics Included: Plato on justice; Aristotle on the good life; Cartesian epistemology; Kant’s categorical imperative; Kierkegaard’s existentialism.
Philosophy of Religion – Spring 2006

Topics included: Arguments for the existence of God; the problem of evil; free will and divine omniscience.
Early Modern Philosophy: Descartes to Kant – Fall 2006

Topics Included: Cartesian, Berkeleyan, Humean, and Kantian metaphysics and epistemology.

Contemporary Moral Problems – Spring 2007, Spring 2009

Topics Included: Abortion; euthanasia; genetic modification; cloning; drug use; hate speech and obscenity.
Science and the Modern World – Spring 2010

Topics Included: Reductionist and holist theories of explanation; causation; physicalism; determinism.
Course Reader
My responsibilities included giving class lectures when the professor was absent, holding review sessions, writing exam questions, grading and commenting on exams and term papers, holding office hours, and meeting with students to discuss course material, grades and comments.
Human Nature – Fall 2004

Topics included: Plato and Aristotle on the soul; Descartes on the physical and the mental; Hobbes and Locke on the theory of ideas; Kant on the phenomenal and noumenal self.

History of Christian Philosophy – Spring 2005

Topics included: Arguments for the existence of God; the epistemology of revelation; the problem of evil; the metaphysics of the trinity; free will and divine omniscience.

Contemporary Moral Problems – Summer 2006, Summer 2007

Topics Included: Abortion; euthanasia; genetic modification; cloning; drug use; hate speech and obscenity.

Business Ethics – Fall 2007

Topics Included: Economic and social justice; risk; discrimination; disclosure of information.


Instructor Training
UT Austin Philosophy Department – Supervised Teaching in Philosophy, 2009

UT Austin School of Undergraduate Studies – Certificate in Interdisciplinary Instruction, 2009
POSSIBLE COURSES

In addition to the courses listed above, I would welcome the opportunity to teach a number of other courses, including the following. Some sample syllabi are included with my application.
Introduction to Ethics 
Business Ethics

Introduction to Political Philosophy

Philosophy of Law
Ancient Philosophy

STUDENT EVALUATIONS
A sample of the quantitative teaching evaluations completed by my students.  All scores are on a scale from 1(low) to 5 (high).  Content and number of questions varies between semesters.
Signature Course TA

Ideas of the 20th Century (Fall 2009) – 7 respondents
Question


Average Rating

TA knowledgeable about subject

4.9

TA interested in subject



4.9

TA explained material clearly


4.7

TA was respectful



5.0

TA was receptive to questions


5.0

TA gave helpful feedback


5.0
TA

Philosophy of Religion (Spring 2006) – 16 respondents 


Question


Average Rating

TA integrated material from lecture

4.5

TA made sessions interesting


4.4

TA aided student understanding


4.4

TA encouraged student participation
      4.0
     

TA clarified readings 



4.2

TA handled questions effectively

4.7

TA raised challenging questions


4.6

TA guided discussion well


4.6
TA demonstrated ability to conduct sessions
4.5
TA provided structure to session


4.4

Early Modern Philosophy: Descartes to Kant (Fall 2006) – 9 respondents



Question


Average Rating

Sessions were well-organized


4.4

TA communicated effectively


4.8

TA showed interest in student progress

4.9

TA returned assignments promptly

4.8

TA encouraged student expression

4.9

Contemporary Moral Problems (Spring 2009) – 9 respondents 



Question


Average Rating

Sessions were well-organized


4.7

TA communicated effectively


4.8

TA showed interest in student progress

4.0

TA returned assignments promptly

4.3

TA encouraged student expression

4.3
Science and the Modern World (Spring 2010) – 10 respondents



Question


Average Rating

TA knowledgeable about subject

4.8

TA interested in subject



4.9

TA explained material clearly


4.9

TA was respectful



4.7

TA was receptive to questions


4.8

TA gave helpful feedback


4.5 
STUDENT COMMENTS
Students are invited to write comments on their evaluations.  Here is a sample of recent comments on my teaching.

“James is an amazing TA and person. He knows the material and can relay the information in a way that    college students are receptive to.”

“Apart from being a very nice fellow he was incredibly generous with his time. Dr. [Name]'s class is very enjoyable but some of the materials covered especially post spring break, is quite complicated. After lecture and readings he was able to lead discussion and clarify points that might be slightly unclear or ill formed in my mind. His knowledge of the material is incredibly deep and he was able to help clarify points as I sometimes stumbled to articulate ideas. Also his pre-exam reviews were incredibly helpful and have played an important part in what I believe will be a good grade.”

“James was incredibly helpful throughout the semester.  Not only was he passionate and knowledgeable about the subjects presented, he was incredibly helpful in relaying that information and encouraged us to speak up and present our own ideas as well. I would definitely be interested in having James as a TA again in the future.”

“Great job, and thank you! Very dedicated to students even when very busy.”

Supplemental Reading List and Tutorial Schedule 

Ideas of the 20th Century

UGS 303, Fall 2009

Teaching Assistant: James Sherman

Course Description:

In the early years of the 20th century, philosophers, scientists, psychologists, artists, musicians, poets, and writers of fiction overthrew our understanding of the physical world, of human behavior, of thought and its limits, and our understanding of art, creativity, and beauty. The challenge of totalitarianism divided those committed to freedom. The devastation of two World Wars raised deep questions about the nature and meaning of human existence. This course will explore these themes as they develop in twentieth-century philosophy, history, literature, art, and music.
Each week during the tutorial session, I will give a short lecture on a supplemental reading, before we proceed to a discussion of the week’s main readings.  I have chosen the supplemental readings to complement the readings for the professor’s lectures.

September 3rd 

Topic: Normativity

This week’s lectures introduced the problem of normativity.  We will look at one of the early 20th century’s classic philosophical statements of what makes right actions right.

Reading: W. D. Ross, The Right and the Good Ch. 2

September 10th 

Topic: Realism

This week in class, we discussed the relationship between a mind-independent reality and the minds that experience it.  We will read one of the most sophisticated treatments of this topic from the first half of the 20th century.

Reading: C. I. Lewis, Mind and the World Order Ch. 6

September 17th 

Topic: Relativism

We will continue our study of relativism with an influential article on the relativity of morality to culture.

Reading: Ruth Benedict, A Defense of Cultural Relativism
September 24th 

Topic: Marxism

This week’s lectures focused on the political and economic aspects of Marxism.  We will examine Marx’s philosophical view of human nature, and discuss its relationship to his economic and political views.

Reading: Karl Marx, “Estranged Labor” from Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts
October 8th 

Topic: Civilization in Decline

This week we got a sense of the tragic mood that pervaded the West in the years following WWI.  We will consider the possibility that civilization itself contains the seeds of its own unraveling.

Reading: Sigmund Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents Ch. 3

October 22nd 

Topic: Fascism

We looked at Mussolini’s own interpretation of Fascism in this week’s classes.  We will consider a modern interpretation of Fascism as the result of the trauma of WWI.

Reading: James Gregor, Interpretations of Fascism, Ch. 2

October 29th 

Topic: Stalinism

This week’s lectures focused on the political policies and military actions of Stalin’s regime.  We will examine the features of Stalinism as an ideology that distinguish it from orthodox Marxism.

Reading: Jospeh Stalin, “Marxism and the National Question” §1-4

November 12th 

Topic: Existentialism

In class, our focus was on the absurdist existentialism of Camus.  We will discuss a different side of existentialism: the humanist existentialism of Jean-Paul Sartre.

Reading: J. P. Sartre, “Existentialism Is a Humanism”

November 19th 

Topic: Constructivism

This week in class, we studied constructivist views of scientific knowledge.  We will discuss the constructivist approach to ethics.

Reading: Christine Korsgaard, “Realism and Constructivism in 20th Century Moral Philosophy”

November 26th 

Topic: Liberalism

In this week’s classes, we focused on Rawls’ deontological liberalism.  We will consider a critique of this view from the perspective of communitarian liberalism.

Reading: Charles Taylor, “Atomism”

December 3rd 

Topic: Libertarianism

This week’s lectures focused on the “right-libertarianism” of Robert Nozick.  We will discuss a recent article on “left-libertarianism.”

Reading: Peter Vallentyne, “Libertarianism and the State”
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