UNI320Y: CANADIAN QUESTIONS —2006-2007

Fall Term Course Instructor: Professor Joanne Saul

FALL TERM ESSAY PROPOSALS – DUE OCTOBER 25, 2005

AIM OF THE ASSIGNMENT

The aim of the essay proposal is to get you to think about and begin research on your first term essay. By providing a tentative thesis statement and a general summary of the issues that you will explore, you will begin to establish your arguments/position. By providing an annotated bibliography you will begin to think critically about your research materials. The essay proposal also allows you to get some preliminary feedback on your research and writing skills that will help you to better craft your essay. 

INSTRUCTIONS

For the essay proposal you need to 

a) provide a tentative thesis statement

b) give a general summary of the issues that you will address

c) and provide an annotated bibliography.

Thesis statement

An effective thesis statement provides a clear sense of the main topic that you will address in your paper, the position that you will argue, and how you will do so. More information on crafting thesis statements can be found here: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/thesis.html
General summary

Here you have an opportunity to provide details regarding how you will approach your essay topic. This should include some mention of the issues that you will address to help support your essay’s thesis statement. You can include here some of the particular issues that you will address in your essay. 

Annotated bibliography

You need to provide an annotated bibliography of 6 scholarly sources which might include academic book chapters; and/or articles from academic journals; and/or government policy documents. Two of your sources should be drawn from the fall course readings. The additional four sources will be drawn from your independent research.

Annotated bibliographies are not simply lists of the sources that you will use; they provide a summary of each source—its thesis statement and conclusions—and an understanding of why it is relevant to your analysis. More information on annotated bibliographies can be found at: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/annotatebib.html
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CANADIAN STUDIES RESOURCES

For more information on library resources for Canadian Studies students, go to the following website set up by Robarts for our program: http://www.library.utoronto.ca/robarts/reference/resources/canadian/ (Please note that this website is still under construction; not all links are active yet.)  Also try the following link for some information on CS sources: http://www.iccs-ciec.ca/blackwell.html
The CBCA Complete and CPI.Q databases, available through e-resources at Robarts library, are excellent sources of material on contemporary Canadian issues and events. You can use these databases not only to find media reports, but also academic journal articles and government documents. You are also strongly encouraged to regularly read Canadian newspapers and news magazines.

WRITING RESOURCES

Do make use of the writing resources that are available on campus. As a student enrolled in a University College course you are entitled to use the excellent University College Writing Workshop for your assignments in this course. This is a free service that provides individual consultation with highly trained tutors: they will work with you on writing skills (but will not edit papers). You should make an appointment as early as possible—not at the last minute—so that you have a chance to work on the paper as it evolves. To make an appointment call 416 978 8090 between 9am–12pm and 1pm–5pm. For further information about the UC Writing Workshop see their website at http://www.utoronto.ca/ucwriting/
FORMAT AND DUE DATE 

Your essay proposals should be about two pages in length, type-written and double-spaced. All essay proposals are due at the beginning of class October 25, 2006. Assignments submitted on the due date, but not at the beginning of the lecture period, will be penalized by 1%. A penalty of 2% per day will be deducted for each day (including weekends) that the assignment is late. 

