ENG 110 Coleridge Definitions

PLEASE ALSO LOOK AT THE HANDOUT ON THIS WEBSITE ON “TIPS FOR THE IN-CLASS RESPONSE.”

A persona is a Latin word meaning ‘a mask.’  The term is used to refer to a “second self” created by the author—a second self through whom the narrative is told.

A gloss is an explanation.  This could be of a hard word, as you see the glosses of archaic words in the footnotes to the “Rime.”  A gloss can also serve to explain and interpret passages, sometimes at length.

A ballad is “a form of verse to be sung or recited and characterized by its presentation of a dramatic or exciting episode in simple narrative form.”  It is a poem meant for singing and is often passed down in the oral tradition of one people before being committed to writing.  Characteristics of ballads include a central role played by the supernatural, little character development, abrupt transitions, tragic situations told with the utmost simplicity, stock poetic phrases (We might think of “The bright-eyed Mariner” or “silent sea.”).

The ballad stanza consists of 4 lines, rhyming abcb, such as


The bride hath paced into the hall,


Red as a rose is she;


Nodding their heads before her goes


The merry minstrelsy.

Usually the first and third lines carry 4 accented syllables, and the second and fourth carry three.  The number of unstressed syllables varies.  

