Tips for the In-Class Response

PLEASE READ OVER THE FOLLOWING TIPS FOR WRITING AN IN-CLASS RESPONSE VERY CAREFULLY.

One of the most important prerequisites for in-class writing is to be prepared. Complete any assigned reading; study any critical passages; review your notes.

The in-class response should not be more than about two pages in length (3-5 paragraphs).  One of the biggest challenges for you will be to plan or to “map out” your responses. Before you begin writing, decide what the question or assignment is asking you to do.  Make sure you understand the question.  You might want to circle key words so you do not overlook the critical pieces of the question. The thesis you choose to launch your essay will depend on your ability to read the question and decide on the course of action you need to pursue.
Take your time and do a good, clear outline.  Start with your thesis or your argument and be sure that it is clear and that it responds to the question that you are being asked.  Let me repeat, ANSWER THE QUESTION.  

If you have only 20 or 30 minutes to write, write your first sentence with care. In that sentence, answer the question in a complete but succinct, concise way. This technique can be used for longer essays as well. That first sentence becomes your thesis. It guides the rest of the essay because you will complete your answer by explaining the various parts of your thesis. If the thesis thoroughly responds to the question, the rest of your essay will be easier to write because you will have a guide to follow.

This plan is very important.  It should lay out your main argument as well as the different ways you are going to back up your argument.  You must support your argument with textual evidence!  Avoid plot description (i.e. simply telling what happens in the particular text).  MAKE USE OF THE TEXT.  MAKE THE TEXT WORK FOR YOU.  What you are doing is ANALYSING, nor describing.  Each of your paragraphs should relate in some way to your opening paragraph or your thesis.  Each paragraph should have a strong topic sentence.  This topic sentence clearly spells out the argument in that paragraph.  

Sum up your argument in a closing paragraph. Be sure that the argument you made in the first paragraph actually reflects what you ended up saying in the paper.

Try to save enough time at the end to proofread and edit. Reread the question and check the thesis sentence to be sure you covered all the requested information in the thesis. Briefly skim the essay to locate the places where you explained each part of the thesis.
