ENGL 110 – Week 4 Definitions

Allusion: A poet's deliberate incorporation of identifiable elements from other sources, past or present, textual or extratextual.  Allusion can be used merely to display the poet's own knowledge, to appeal to those sharing experience or knowledge with the poet, or to enrich the poem by incorporating further meaning.  Allusion presumes a close relationship between poet and reader, a shared community of knowledge, and a prizing of tradition.

Satire: Literature which holds up vice or folly to ridicule.

Parody: An imitation of a work of literature to ridicule its characteristic features.

Mock Epic: a mock epic imitates the elaborate form and ceremonious style of the epic genre, but applies it to a commonplace or trivial subject matter.
Augustan Age: the Oxford dictionary says it is a term “applied to the period of highest refinement of any national literature.”  In English literature, it refers to the period from 1660-1789.  It suggests a standard and type of writing, or indeed a specific cultural identity; it involves the idea of taste and wit aspired to by essayists poets and dramatists (Pope is the ultimate Augustan)
Heroic Couplet: Line of iambic pentameter which rhyme in pairs: aa, bb, and so on. In Augustan poetry, each pair tends to be a complete sentence.  It was a standard of the Augustan Age.  It shows wit and elegance: seems restrictive but compression rather than repression; it is considered very “civilized.”
Zeugma: A figure of speech where one verb yokes together wildly differing ideas.

