ENGL 110: Fall Term Essay Questions

This first term essay is due at the beginning of class on December 5th.  The essay should be five pages in length.  It is worth 20% of your final grade.  Your essays should reflect your own thoughts on the works we have read.  If you need to add a secondary source, you can.  But the bulk of the thinking in this paper should be your own (in other words, this is not a research paper).  All essays should be typed and double-spaced.  Each essay should have an inventive and interesting title as well as your name and student number.  It should follow a standard academic format for documentation (preferably from the MLA Handbook).  The essay will be graded on the basis of structure, style, diction, grammar, spelling, paragraphing, flow of the argument, as well as content.  

Essay Guidelines: 

1.) Please pay particular attention to structure.

a. Make sure that your essay has an argument that is clear and easy to follow, an introduction, and a summarizing conclusion.

b. Also make sure that your individual arguments are thorough and comprehensive. Avoid listing arguments without sufficient elaboration (i.e. back up the points you make with textual evidence!!!). 

c. While it is very important that you defend your arguments with examples cited from the relevant works, do not spend too much time merely repeating what you find in those works.

d. Watch out for broad generalizations.  Be specific when making your argument.

e. Support your observations with relevant evidence from the works.  Make sure your quotations really exemplify or support your point.

2.) Here are a few things to be careful of as you think about style.

a. Clarity is the most important thing: convoluted sentences and paragraphs which are hard to follow will get you into trouble.

b. Nevertheless, be careful that your prose is not too boring: vary the length and structure of your sentences.

c. Try not to repeat a word or phrase within a short space, unless you are doing so for a specific effect.

Essay Topics:

1.) Looking at Odysseus’s narrative in Books 9 through 12, think about the techniques Homer uses to portray the magical and fantastical aspects of Odysseus’s adventures. How does he handle what we might call special effects? That is, how does he make his monsters fearsome, his goddesses stunning, the dangers frightening, etc.?

2.) How does E.J. Pratt make use of the epic genre to tell the story of Canada? 
3.) A number of the texts we have looked at perform a pedagogical or didactic (teaching) function.  Explore how two texts from the first term teach a lesson.

4.) Discuss how women are portrayed in at least two works from the first term. 

5.) Compare Frankenstein, The Turn of the Screw, or “The Company of Wolves” with a screen version.  Focusing on a specific feature (casting, script, editing), comment on the effectiveness of the adaptation.
6.) Is Mary Shelley’s narrator a reliable witness and, if not, how does the device of the unreliable narrator affect the narrative?

7.) Discuss the function of the frame narrative in one of the texts we examine. Why does each of the narrators feel the need to pass the story on to the next listener, who then feels the same need to pass it on? What is the author trying to convey through this framed narrative structure?

8.) Compare illustrated versions or film versions of the same folk tale or fairy tale.

9.) Analyze how a modern writer or film has used motifs from old tales but has incorporated a modern perspective on the folk tale theme. Anne Sexton’s poems from Transformations, stories by Tanith Lee and Jane Yolen, and the tales in Don’t Bet on the Prince are examples of the many folk and fairy tales written by modern writers. There are many recent humorous books and films (such as The Stinky Cheese Man, Shrek, and Politically Correct Bedtime Stories) that satirize traditional tales.

10.) Write a critical evaluation of M.H. Abram’s entry on a standard narratological term, drawing on examples from the course.  (If you are in doubt as to whether the term you are interested in is “narratological” or not, ask me).
11.) You may write on a topic of your own devising provided you submit it in writing and clear it with me by November 14th.

