ENGL 110: Fall Term Essay Questions

This second term essay is due at the beginning of class on April 10th.  The essay should be five pages maximum length.  It is worth 20% of your final grade.  Your essays should reflect your own thoughts on the works we have read in the second term.  If you need to add a secondary source, you can.  But the bulk of the thinking in this paper should be your own (in other words, this is not a research paper).  All essays should be typed and double-spaced.  Each essay should have an inventive and interesting title as well as your name and student number.  It should follow a standard academic format for documentation (preferably from the MLA Handbook).  The essay will be graded on the basis of structure, style, diction, grammar, spelling, paragraphing, flow of the argument, as well as content.  

Essay Guidelines: 

1.) Please pay particular attention to structure.

a. Make sure that each of your essays has an argument that is clear and easy to follow, an introduction, and a summarizing conclusion.

b. Also make sure that your individual arguments are thorough and comprehensive. Avoid listing arguments without sufficient elaboration (i.e. back up the points you make with textual evidence!!!). 

c. While it is very important that you defend your arguments with examples cited from the relevant works, do not spend too much time merely repeating what you find in those works.

d. Watch out for broad generalizations.  Be specific when making your argument.

e. Support your observations with relevant evidence from the works.  Make sure yoru quotations really exemplify or support your point.

2.) Here are a few things to be careful of as you think about style.

a. Clarity is the most important thing: convoluted sentences and paragraphs that are hard to follow will get you into trouble.

b. Nevertheless, be careful that your prose is not too boring: vary the length and structure of your sentences.

c. Try not to repeat a word or phrase within a short space, unless you are doing so for a specific effect.

d. Use the active not the passive voice.

Essay Topics:

1.) Choose a film that self-consciously plays with narrative conventions (for example Memento) and write an analysis of how the film tells its story.

2.) Choose a film that is an adaptation of a novel and analyse in detail the success and/or failure of the adaptation. 
3.) Choose an example of literary non-fiction or literary journalism and show in what ways it responds to and/or exemplifies the traditional conventions of the genre.

4.) Discuss frame narrative in one of the texts we have examined this term. Why does each of the narrators feel the need to pass the story on to the next listener, who then feels the same need to pass it on? What is the author trying to convey through this framed narrative structure?

5.) How does the device of first-person narrator affect the narrative in either Fitzgerald or Martin?

6.) Property and capital are cornerstones of the society depicted in a number of the texts we have studied.   Discuss the importance of property and money in the construction of identity with reference to one or more of the texts.

7.) Flannery O’Connor’s stories are preoccupied with the “embodying of mystery through manners.”  Discuss how O’Connor creates a sense of mystery in one or more of her stories.

8.) Memory is always important to the storyteller.  With reference to one or more of Ondaatje, Martin, and Fitzgerald, discuss the importance of memory both as motif and structuring principle.

9.) Discuss the relationship between history and fiction with reference to one or more of Ondaatje, Martin, Davis.

10.) Autobiographical fiction or fictional autobiography?  Discuss the effect of “life-writing” in one or both of Ondaatje and Martin.

11.) Write a critical evaluation of M.H. Abram’s entry on a standard narratological term, drawing on examples from the course.  (If you are in doubt as to whether the term you are interested in is “narratological” or not, ask me).
