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UNI320Y: CANADIAN QUESTIONS: ISSUES AND DEBATES   –  2006-2007

WEDNESDAYS 12-2 pm, UC 244
Course Instructors

FALL TERM 2006




WINTER TERM 2007

Instructor: Professor Joanne Saul


Instructor: Professor Emily Gilbert 

Office Hours: W 2-4




Office Hours: M 2-4 

Office: UC E101




Office: UC B301

Email: Joanne.saul@utoronto.ca



Telephone: 416 978 0751







Email: emily.gilbert@utoronto.ca


Website: http://individual.utoronto.ca/joannesaul 
Website: http://individual.utoronto.ca/emilygilbert

Course Description

An investigation of some of the major issues and debates confronting Canadians today.  Students are encouraged to examine the issues not only from their disciplinary perspective but from alternative perspectives drawn from other Social Science and Humanities traditions.   
Teaching Assistant

Lynn Caldwell  lcaldwell@oise.utoronto.ca
Course Texts

Fall Term

· UNI320: Canadian Questions: Issues and Debates Course Reader 

Available from Canadian Scholars’ Press, 180 Bloor Street West, Suite 801.
· Thomas King, The Truth About Stories (Bob Miller Bookroom)
· Joy Kogawa, Obasan (Bob Miller Bookroom)
Winter Term 

· UNI320: Canadian Questions: Issues and Debates Course Reader 

Available December 2006 from Canadian Scholars’ Press, 180 Bloor Street West, Suite 801.

Assignments and Marking Scheme

Weekly responses to assigned readings


10%
Fall and Winter Terms

First term essay proposal and annotated bibliography
5%
October 25, 2006

First term essay (2000-2500 words)


20%
November 29, 2006

First term test (1.5 hours)



15%
December 6, 2006

Second term proposal and annotated bibliography
5%
February 14, 2007
Second term essay (2000-2500 words)


25%
April 11, 2007
Final examination (2 hours)



20%   
Final examination period

Weekly Responses to the Assigned Readings

Students are expected to attend class regularly and participate in class discussions.  The responses are a way for you to consolidate your thinking about the readings.  They are also a way to keep you writing regularly and to get regular feedback from the instructors.  Try to focus on what you consider to be the key issues raised by the readings and the questions that you would like to see raised in class.  We have provided “response questions” to help you to focus your writing.  Be prepared to share your responses with the class.  Responses are due at the beginning of each class.  Responses should be no more than one page (about 250 words) in length. Late responses will not be accepted.
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Essay Proposals

For each research paper you will be required to write an essay proposal. The proposal must set out the general topic to be addressed in your paper; a tentative thesis statement; how your paper will relate to the course materials; and an annotated bibliography. More information on the essay proposals will be provided as the course progresses. THE FIRST TERM ESSAY PROPOSAL IS DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON OCTOBER 25th, 2006. THE SECOND TERM ESSAY PROPOSAL IS DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON FEBRUARY 14th, 2007.
Essays
Term essays should be 8-10 pages (2000-2500 words). These essays will require independent research and thoughtful preparation. Topics will be distributed during the early weeks of each term. You must submit a one-page outline of your research and key points along with an annotated bibliography of a minimum of eight academic sources, including articles, books and book chapters.  If you wish to devise your own topic you must consult with the course instructors before submitting your essay outline. You will be evaluated on your use of secondary sources, your essay’s argumentation and organization, the originality and creativity of your critical analysis, and the clarity of your writing. Detailed guidelines for the outline, annotated bibliography and research essay will be provided in class. THE FIRST TERM ESSAY IS DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON NOVEMBER 29th, 2006.  THE SECOND TERM ESSAY IS DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON APRIL 11th, 2007.

First Term Test and Second Term Final Examination
The term test (an hour and a half) will cover all of the first term material. It will be held during the regularly scheduled course period, between 12 and 2pm on December 6, 2006. The final examination (two hours) will cover only second term material and will be held during the final examination period between April 23 and May 11, 2007.

Please obtain notes from a classmate if you miss one or more classes and see your course instructors if you have questions about the material that was covered during your absence.  Notify your course instructor as soon as possible if a serious illness or other concern is affecting your ability to keep up with the course.  It is also wise to contact your college registrar if you are experiencing academic or personal difficulties.  

Academic Honesty

The code of academic conduct disallows the following:

· to represent as one’s own any idea or expression of an idea or work of another in any academic  examination or term test or in connection with any other form of academic work, i.e. to commit plagiarism;

· to submit, without the knowledge and approval of the instructor to whom it is submitted, any academic work for which credit has previously been obtained or is being sought in another course or program of study in the University or elsewhere

You are encouraged to meet with your instructors to discuss your written work. The University College writing centre in Laidlaw Library can also provide assistance and is available to everyone enrolled in this course regardless of college affiliation. The University of Toronto’s writing support website is at www.utoronto.ca/writing, and includes helpful advice on using secondary sources.

Late Assignments

A penalty of 5% per day will be assessed for late assignments.  Assignments should be date-stamped and left in the instructor’s mailbox in Room 173. Students are responsible for retaining copies of their papers and of their notes and drafts. Assignments are not normally accepted after the last day of term (December 6, 2006 and April 11, 2007).  
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Make-up Test

If you miss the December term test due to illness or a personal emergency then you may seek permission to write a make-up test. The Faculty’s policy for missed term tests is that medical or other documentation must be provided to the instructor within one week of the date of the missed test or else a mark of 0 will be assigned.  

Office Hours

Office hours provide students with an opportunity to discuss course material and assignments individually with your instructors. You are responsible for arranging to see your course instructors if you have concerns about grades, course content, or planning your program of study.   

Email
Email messages should be brief and courteous. You can expect to receive a reply within 24 hours during the week and within 48 hours over the weekend and most holidays. Please note that your course instructors have occasional research and conference trips that may prevent them from responding immediately to your messages. Email correspondence should have UNI320 clearly identified in the subject heading to ensure that your email will be read.  

Accommodation

Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  If you have a disability/health consideration that may require course format accommodation you should feel free to approach the course instructors to discuss your needs. Alternately, you may ask Accessibility Programs to contact Professor Saul or Professor Gilbert on your behalf. If you require accommodation for testing then you will need to register with Accessibility Programs and Services for Students with a Disability on the 1st floor of Robarts Library. Please register with this service well in advance of the December test date. 
FALL CLASS SCHEDULE: IMAGI-NATION: THE POLITICS OF CULTURAL PRODUCTION

In the first term we will examine how, “Canada” has been imagined in a variety of ways, and how, culture has been a key site for those imaginings.  Throughout the course we will look at how the arts and popular culture are important locations for imagining the nation.  We will look specifically at key issues in terms of a Canadian identity, including cultural nationalism, postcolonialism, First Nations, and race. 

WEEK 1 (Sept. 13): General introduction to the course: Professor Saul and Professor Gilbert
I. CONSTRUCTING CANADIAN CULTURE

WEEK 2 (Sept. 20): From Colony to Nation?

Readings:

Ernest Renan, “What is a Nation?” (CR)

Daniel Francis, “The Story of Canada” (CR)

George Grant, from Lament for a Nation (CR)
Clarke, “What Was Canada?” (CR)

Response Question #1: How does Grant characterize Canada’s predominant “narrative of nation”?

WEEK 3 (Sept. 27): Forging a “Canadian” Culture 

Readings:

Frye, “Sharing the Continent” (CR)

Atwood, from Survival (US 20-26) (CR)
Lee, “Cadence, Country, Silence” (CR)
Kroetsch, “On Being an Alberta Writer” (CR)
Response Question #2:  What is the dominant narrative of nation put forward in this week’s readings?
WEEK 4 (Oct. 4): Writing Cultural Nationalism 

Readings: 

excerpts from Civil Elegies (CR) and Alligator Pie (CR)
Margaret Atwood, “Selected Poems” from Journals of Susanna Moodie (CR)
Response Question #3: How do Atwood and Lee envision nationalism in their collection of poems?
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II. FIRST NATIONS

WEEK 5 (Oct. 11): First Nations Stories 
Readings:

Thomas King, The Truth About Stories
Response Question #4:  According to King, what is the truth about stories?

WEEK 6 (Oct. 18): First Nations Subjects

Readings: 

King, “Godzilla vs. Post-Colonial” (CR)
Maracle, “The ‘Post-Colonial’ Imagination” (CR)
Battiste, “Unfolding the Lessons of Colonization” (CR)
Website: 

Royal Commission Report on Aboriginal People (http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ch/)

Response Question #5:  Are first nations “post-colonial” in Canada?  Why or why not?
WEEK 7 (Oct. 25): Repatriation Debates: What is Cultural Property?
FIRST TERM PROPOSAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS

Readings:

Tom King, “Totem,” (CR)
Julia Harrison, “The Spirit Sings and the Future of Anthropology” (CR)

Bruce Tigger response to Harrison (CR)
Film(s): 

“Totem” (NFB) OR Loretta Todd, “Kainayssini Imanistaisiwa: The People Go On”

Websites: 

www.law.ualberta.ca/research/aboriginalculturalheritage and www.moa.ubc.ca/
Guest Speaker: 
Gerald McMaster, Art Gallery of Ontario
Response Question #6: How does the “Spirit Sings” demonstrate the politics of cultural representation?

WEEK 8 (Nov. 1): First Nations’ Self-representations (Film)

Readings:

Zacharias Kunuk, “Making Atanarjuat” (CR)

Norman Cohn, “The Art of Community-Based Filmmaking” (CR)

Film:  


Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner (screening out of class)

Response Question #7: Write a short review of this film.
WEEK 9 (Nov. 8): First Nations’ Self-representations (Poetry)

FIRST TERM PROPOSAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHY RETURNED

Readings: 

Jeanette Armstrong, “History Lesson” and “Indian Woman” (CR)

Marilyn Dumont, “Excerpts” (CR)

Gregory Scofield, from I Knew Two Metis Women (CR)

Response Question #8: Compare and contrast this week’s responses to other narratives of the Canadian nation that we have looked at.

III.  Race and Belonging

WEEK 10 (Nov. 15): Race, Place, & Space : Africville

Readings:   

“Africville: An Historical Overview” (CR)



“The Space of Africville” (CR)
Video: 


Remembering Africville

Response Question #9: What is the relationship between place, space, and race in today’s readings?

WEEK 11 (Nov. 22): Re-Writing Nation

Reading:

Joy Kogawa, Obasan
Websites: 

http://www.najc.ca/ 

http://archives.cbc.ca/IDD-1-71-568/conflict_war/internment/
Response Question #10: How does Kogawa’s novel reformulate Canada’s narrative of nation (be sure to use examples from the novel itself to back up your argument)? 
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WEEK 12 (Nov. 29): Towards the Culture of Diversity?

FIRST TERM ESSAYS DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS

Readings: 

Pico Iyer, from Imagining Canada (CR)

Guest Speakers: 
Camille Turner and Sobaz Benjamin

Film: 


Race is a Four Letter Word 

Response Question #11: According to Iyer, how has belonging in Canada been re-imagined in recent literary works?

WEEK 13 (Dec. 6): In-Class Test

WINTER 2007  CLASS SCHEDULE: PROFESSOR EMILY GILBERT
Citizens are members of a political community, most usually a nation-state, who incur rights and responsibilities as a result of their status. As nation-states are being challenged by globalization and neoliberalism, the relationship between citizens and the nation-state is being reconfigured. This part of the course will examine the question of citizenship from a variety of perspectives with two general aims. First, we will engage in an in-depth analysis of citizenship to better understand who is a citizen, why, and with what effects? Second, we will use the lens of citizenship to explore the current transformations to the Canadian nation-state and to think through some of the unfolding implications for people and the political community. 

I:
Citizenship: Inclusions and Exclusions

January 10

Citizenship, Nationalism, Liberalism



Citizens and Citizenship, Gabriel (CR) 




Whither the Social Citizen, Harder (CR)

January 17

Secondary Citizens




*Women and the Politics of Citizenship, Trimble (CR)

*Indigenous Citizenship and History in Canada, Denis (CR)




*The Birth of the Child Citizen, Chen (CR)

January 24

Non-Citizens and Flexible Citizens



Marginalized and Dissident Non-Citizens, Stasiulis and Bakan (CR)




Flexible Citizens, Waters (CR)

II
Regulating Citizenship

January 31

Educating Citizens
*Black Nova Scotian Women’s Schooling and Citizenship, Moreau (CR)

Constructing Normal Citizens, Adams (CR) 

*Educating the National Citizen, Mitchell (CR)

February 7 

Producing Healthy Citizens 





Eugenic Policies in Alberta, Caulfield and Robertson (CR)





The Human Genome Project, Scherer (CR)




Genetics, Normalcy and Disability, Taylor and Mykitiuk (CR)
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February 14

Moral Citizens and Security
National Security as Moral Regulation, Kinsman (CR)




*The Sexual Politics of Moral Citizenship, Iacovetta (CR)  
February 21

NO CLASS: Reading Week February 19–23, 2007

February 28

Citizenship at the Border
*Race, Nationality, Mobility, Mongian (CR) 

Getting Carded: Border Control, Browne (CR)

III
Negotiating Citizenship

March 7

Recognizing and Negotiating Citizenship 




Democratic Exclusion, Taylor (CR)




Between Europe and Asia, Ley (CR)

March 14

Race, Space and Cities
Liberalism, Multiculturalism and the Problem of Essentialism, Abu-Laban (CR)
Making Space for Mosques, Isin and Siemiatycki (CR)




*Something from new book on Race and Cities

March 21

Sanitizing Public Space 




*Citizens and Public Space: Neil Smith, Don Mitchell, Iris Marion Young

Private Needs and Public Space, Collins and Blomley (CR)



Squeezed to the Point of Exclusion, O’Grady and Bright (CR)




Ontario Safe Streets Act





http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/DBLaws/Statutes/English/99s08_e.htm
IV
New Citizenship Forms? 

March 28

Differentiated Citizenship



Three Forms of Group Differentiated Citizenship, Kymlicka (CR)




*Citizens-Plus, Cairns

*Canaries in the Mines of Citizenship, Green (CR)

April 4


Transnational Citizenship



North American Citizenship, Welsh (CR)

*The Impact of Globalization on Citizenship, Smith (CR) OR Civil Society Activism, Deibert (CR)

April 11

Wrap-up and review



*Nandita Sharma

EXAMINATION TO BE HELD IN FINAL EXAMINATION PERIOD, APRIL 23 TO MAY 11, 2007.
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