UNI 220 Canadian Regionalism Lecture

1.) Introduction to Canadian Regionalism:
· What makes a region?  Simple geography or more human factors?
· Region as the product of a complex interaction between external and internal factors. 

· Region as the continuous creation of human history.

· “the concept of region is a multiple abstraction and a slippery idea for those, such as geographers, historians, political scientists, and literary critics, who use it as a conceptual tool.”

2.) History of Regionalism:

· settlement

· spatial structure

· metropolitan centres and resource and market hinterlands

3.) Dimensions of Canadian Regionalism: 

· geography, demography, and economy

· social dimension of regionalism: classes and elites

4.) Regionalism and Literature

· the vocabulary and the appropriate forms to articulate authentically a new place

· regional literature deals with the tension between content (the here) and form (the there?)
· “regional writers take the cultural material of a place and transform it into a mythology that the people of a region can identify as their own”
5.) The West as Case Study:

· the history of the West governed by what people imagine it to be (as opposed to what it really is)

· history of Western regionalism

· Kroetsch

· Laurence

6.) Regional Identities Today:

· regionalism remains a prominent feature of Canadian society today: “the West comes in!”

· economic, technological, and social changes at the end of the 20th century appear to be subtly reshaping the role and importance of regions and regional identities.
· Meeting the needs of its regions may be the most important challenge facing Canadian politicians (federal and provincial) in the new century.
