UNI220Y: UNDERSTANDING CANADA TODAY —2005-2006

Winter Term Course Instructor: Professor Joanne Saul

WINTER TERM ESSAY QUESTIONS – ESSAYS DUE APRIL 10, 2006

AIM OF THE ASSIGNMENT:

The aim of the first essay is to get you to think critically about a current Canadian issue. To do so, you will need to undertake independent research on your essay topic as well as draw upon the course readings and lectures. You will be expected to argue a position in your essay, and to substantiate your position with evidence and examples. 

INSTRUCTIONS:

Four essays topics are set out below—you must choose from one of these topics. Your goal is to do more than simply provide a descriptive summary of the topic, but to critically engage with your research materials and provide an organized, well-written paper that presents a clear thesis statement. Your analysis should demonstrate an awareness of contemporary events, situate your topic in terms of its historical and geographical context, and consider the broader implications that are raised by contemporary events. This means that you will need to keep an eye on the news as well as undertake background research on the topic that you have selected. But remember to think critically about the materials that you draw upon, as well as the way that you construct and provide evidence for your own arguments.

At a minimum your essays must draw upon:

1) at least two of the assigned readings from the Fall term of the course, and 

2) at least four additional scholarly papers such as book chapters or academic journal articles, or a government document (that are not from the assigned course readings), 

Please note that you must not simply list these sources in your bibliography; you must quote from them in your paper and/or demonstrate that you are engaging with their arguments. Given that the essay questions are on current events, you are encouraged to find relevant websites that deal with your essay topic, but these cannot be substituted for one of the above requirements. Remember to treat all your sources critically, whether they are from academic publications, in the popular media or on websites. 

Make sure that you properly cite all your references in your bibliography, including the websites that you have consulted. For information on standard bibliographical formats see the “Standard Documentation Formats” web page of the Writing at the University of Toronto website: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/document.html. You might also wish to consult the guidelines that they also provide on “How Not to Plagiarize” at: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
Your essays will be evaluated in terms of both content and form. Have a look at the Arts and Science Statement on “What Grades Mean” at http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/grading.html. Do make use of the writing resources that are available on campus. As a student enrolled in a University College course you are entitled to use the excellent University College Writing Workshop for your assignments in this course. This is a free service that provides individual consultation with highly trained tutors: they will work with you on writing skills (but will not edit papers). You should make an appointment as early as possible—not at the last minute—so that you have a chance to work on the paper as it evolves. To make an appointment call 416 978 8090 between 9am–12pm and 1pm–5pm. For further information about the UC Writing Workshop see their website at http://www.utoronto.ca/ucwriting/
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Choose one of the following essay topics:

1. YOUTH

Robert Wright says that contemporary youth inhabit “a post-nationalist world of globalized, mass-mediated youth culture – a culture in which the experience of being young, urban and hip has become transnational, cosmopolitan and self-referential, and in which the ‘national’ as a pole of identity formation is in decline.”  Write an informed and detailed analysis about the state of contemporary youth culture as it relates to Canadian nationalism today.  Has there been a decline in Canadian nationalism?  How does government policy reflect (or reject) Canada’s youth? What attempts have been made to appeal/reach out to Canadian youth?  Is there a sense of national “belonging” amongst contemporary Canadian youth?

2. MYTH

Daniel Francis suggests that the history of “Canada” is as much storytelling as fact. Think of a particularly potent example of a Canadian “Myth of Nation” and show how it has been constructed, by whom, for what purpose, and how it has been challenged, by whom, and for what purpose.[students currently taking UNI 320 should not overlap with their first term essay topic]

3. HISTORY

The week of September 18th, 2000, Canada’s Globe and Mail ran a special series entitled, “The Death of History” premised on the argument that more and more Canadians were unaware of the country’s past.  The same year the Dominion institute of Canada launched their website with the mandate “to ensure that all Canadians have the historical knowledge they need to participate in society as active and informed citizens.  On October, 2000, the CBC aired the first segment of “Canada: A People’s History” which was broadcast over two years in both French and English.  A series of “heritage Minutes” was also produced (in part) by the Historica foundation.  Write a detailed and informed analysis of one or all of these attempts to revitalize (rewrite, reconfigure) Canadian history.  You may wish to consider some of the following questions in your analysis: What are the different views of history put forward by these different sources?  What does the “death” of history consist of?  What kind of history is “endangered” and why?  How is history tied to a particular “narrative of nation”?  How is Canada imagined in one or all of these examples?  What are the strengths and/or weaknesses of such imaginings?

4. PLACE

“This is where my world began.  A world which includes the ancestors – both my own and other people’s ancestors who become mine.  A world which formed me, and continues to do so, even while I fought it in some of its aspects, and continue to do so.  A world which gave me my own lifework to do, because it was here that I learned the sight of my own particular eyes.”  Discuss this quote from Margaret Laurence as it relates to one or more of the works on our list (including film).  How is the notion of place a construction?  How are different places imagined differently by different people?  What is at stake in these different imaginings?

5. INSTITUTIONS
Rick Salutin argues that instead of myths Canada has a set of socially constructed institutions (such as the railway, the CBC, the NFB, our network of social programs) that provide a sense of a cohesive society because “they’re concrete, they represent things we’ve done together, consciously, for and with each other.”  Using Salutin as a jumping off point, examine whether or not his argument still rings true in 2006 by exploring the health (and future health) of one or more of Canada’s cultural institutions.

FORMAT AND DUE DATE

Finally, your essays should be no more than six pages in length (1,500 words), type-written and double-spaced. All essays are due at the beginning of the lecture on Monday April 10, 2006. Assignments submitted on the due date, but not at the beginning of the lecture period, will be penalized by 1%. A penalty of 2% per day will be deducted for each day (including weekends) that the assignment is late. 

