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UNI 220 Tutorial Questions for January 23 & 30

1. According to Benedict Anderson, nations are held together as “imagined communities”—Canadians identify themselves as “a people” even though they will never meet the vast majority of their fellow Canadians, and they are divided from many of them by important regional, linguistic, ethnic, and socio-economic differences, as well as by gender and sexual preference.  To you, what are some important shared “Canadian values” and associations?  What are the most important symbols or emblems of a common Canadian identity?    

2. In “Joe Canadian’s” now famous “I am Canadian rant”  (the Molson’s beer commercial), he notes the following:   “I’m not a lumberjack, or a fur trader…and I don’t live in an igloo or eat blubber, or own a dogsled…and I don’t know Jimmy, Sally or Suzy from Canada, although I’m certain they’re really, really nice. I have a Prime Minister, not a President. I speak English and French, NOT American. And I pronounce it ABOUT not A BOOT. I can proudly sew my country’s flag on my backpack. I believe in peace keeping, NOT policing. DIVERSITY, NOT assimilation, AND THAT THE BEAVER IS A TRULY PROUD AND NOBLE ANIMAL. A TOQUE IS A HAT, A CHESTERFIELD IS A COUCH, AND IT IS PRONOUNCED ‘ZED’ NOT ‘ZEE,’ ‘ZED’! CANADA IS THE SECOND LARGEST LANDMASS! THE FIRST NATION OF HOCKEY! AND THE BEST PART OF NORTH AMERICA! MY NAME IS JOE! AND I AM CANADIAN!”  

What strikes you about these claims for Canadian distinctiveness?  Are they largely assertive—or defensive?  Do they reflect your own sense of Canada and Canadians?  Why is Canadian national identity described in opposition to the inaccurate stereotypes the ad assumes that non-Canadians hold about this country?

3. Is Canada’s traditional “weak nationalism” a desirable trait, increasing our openness to difference and diversity, or a significant impediment to creating a shared culture for Canadians to embrace?  Do you feel that Canadians are more or less patriotic than Americans?  How do Canadians demonstrate their identification with the Canadian nation?  Do national holidays such as Canada Day (formerly Dominion Day) help to foster a sense of national pride and identification? 

4. The members of the Group of Seven sought to create a national art movement grounded in depictions of the Canadian landscape, and particularly in images of wilderness and the north.  Their landscape paintings have been viewed as quintessentially Canadian works of art, but they elected to omit the aboriginal presence from the landscape.  Does this seem to you to relate to ideas about the “emptiness” of the Canadian landscape?  

5. As described by Sowiak, how has a contemporary artist “revised” the Group of Seven?  What was the purpose of this revision?

6. Daniel Francis notes that “The wilderness has always been a place of refuge for Canadians” and he outlines some of the ways in which the wilderness is connected to constructions of individual and national identities.  What are your own associations with the Canadian wilderness?  Where is it?  What does it contain?  What experiences have you had there? 

