UNI320Y: CANADIAN QUESTIONS —2006-2007

Fall Term Course Instructor: Professor Joanne Saul

FALL TERM ESSAY QUESTIONS – ESSAYS DUE November 29th, 2005

AIM OF THE ASSIGNMENT:

The aim of the first essay is to get you to think critically about some of the questions raised in class. To do so, you will need to undertake independent research on your essay topic as well as draw upon the course readings and lectures and discussions. You will be expected to argue a position in your essay, and to substantiate your position with evidence and examples. 

INSTRUCTIONS:

The essay topics are set out below.  Your goal is to do more than simply provide a descriptive summary of the topic, but to critically engage with your research materials and provide an organized, well-written paper that presents a clear thesis statement.  Remember to think critically about the materials that you draw upon, as well as the way that you construct and provide evidence for your own arguments.

At a minimum your essays must draw upon:

1.) at least two of the assigned readings from the Fall term of the course, and 

2.) at least four additional scholarly papers such as book chapters or academic journal articles, or a government document (that are not from the assigned course readings)

Please note that you must not simply list these sources in your bibliography; you must quote from them in your paper and/or demonstrate that you are engaging with their arguments. You are encouraged to find relevant websites that deal with your essay topic, but these cannot be substituted for one of the above requirements. Remember to treat all your sources critically, whether they are from academic publications, in the popular media or on websites. 

Make sure that you properly cite all your references in your bibliography, including the websites that you have consulted. For information on standard bibliographical formats see the “Standard Documentation Formats” web page of the Writing at the University of Toronto website: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/document.html. You might also wish to consult the guidelines that they also provide on “How Not to Plagiarize” at: http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
Your essays will be evaluated in terms of both content and form. Have a look at the Arts and Science Statement on “What Grades Mean” at http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/grading.html. Do make use of the writing resources that are available on campus. As a student enrolled in a University College course you are entitled to use the excellent University College Writing Workshop for your assignments in this course. This is a free service that provides individual consultation with highly trained tutors: they will work with you on writing skills (but will not edit papers). You should make an appointment as early as possible—not at the last minute—so that you have a chance to work on the paper as it evolves. To make an appointment call 416 978 8090 between 9am–12pm and 1pm–5pm. For further information about the UC Writing Workshop see their website at http://www.utoronto.ca/ucwriting/
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Choose one of the following essay topics:

1. LAMENT FOR A NATION

In his arguably prescient book, George Grant suggests that the demise of Canada is imminent. How do we read Grant’s book forty-one years after its publication?  Has his vision of Canada’s future come true?  (N.B.: it would be helpful to read Grant’s book in its entirety for this topic.) 

2. NATION FRENZY
Douglas Coupland refers to the year 1971 as the year Canada experienced “nation frenzy.”  Write an analysis of Canadian cultural production during this period.  You may want to focus specifically on book publishing, music, literature, drama or the fine arts.

3. CANADA”S POSTCOLONIAL COMPLEXITIES

Is Canada postcolonial?  Using at least one primary source (a film, a collection of poems, a novel, an extended essay), make a case for whether or not Canada can be considered postcolonial.  Be sure you clarify how you are using the term “postcolonial” in your essay.

4. EXHIBITING CULTURE

Any museum or gallery exhibit is, in a way, a statement of position, a theory, a suggested way to see the world.  Write an in-depth review of a current exhibit in a gallery or museum (either “real” or “virtual”).  You may want to look at the larger galleries (the ROM, the AGO or the McMichael collection) or venture further afield to examine smaller, more regional galleries in Ontario.

5. ATANARJUAT
How is this film a departure from previous films either about or by aboriginals (perhaps most specifically Robert Flaherty’s 1922 “documentary” Nanook of the North)?  How does it offer an alternative to limited and limiting readings of Aboriginal cultural production and representation?

6. “MULTICULTURAL” BELONGING?

In her introduction to her anthology of multicultural literature, Making a Difference, Smaro Kamboureli suggests that “the unified image of Canadian identity has always exhibited fissures and shown itself to be fragile, full of anxiety to maintain and redefine its tenuous hold on power.”  Discuss how the problematics of “multicultural” belonging get represented in at least one work of contemporary Canadian literature or film.

7. OBASAN
The Japanese internment represents a chapter of the Canadian history that was for a time excised from the history books.  How does Joy Kogawa’s novel demonstrate the power of cultural production in re-imagining the nation? 

8. YOUR CHOICE
Please be forewarned, if you decide to choose your own topic, you need to demonstrate how it clearly relates to some of the broad questions raised by this half of the course.  Be sure to clear your topic with me before you begin writing.  

FORMAT AND DUE DATE

Finally, your essays should be 2000-2500 words in length.  They should be type-written and double-spaced. All essays are due at the beginning of the lecture on Wednesday, November 29th, 2006. Assignments submitted on the due date, but not at the beginning of the lecture period, will be penalized by 1%. A penalty of 2% per day will be deducted for each day (including weekends) that the assignment is late. 

