‘They made each one of us think, made us think hard’:
Approaches to Inuit Literature
This paper will present an overview of the wide variety of Inuit literature in Canada.  The material discussed will include the classic stories and songs of the Inuit oral tradition (as collected by Knud Rasmussen, in current community oral-history projects, or in the films of Igloolik Isuma Productions), Inuit life writing (by authors like Minnie Aodla Freeman and Abraham Ulrikab) and contemporary creative writing (such as the work of Rachel Qitsualik, Alootook Ipellie, and Taqralik Partridge).  In particular, I will discuss some of the issues at work in critical approaches to this material, and the way in which the Inuit literary tradition might be incorporated into southern university-level literature classes.  To what extent should scholars of Inuit literature consider translation?  Do the classic stories and songs already contain a literary criticism, and can they provide students with ways of approaching Inuit literature? 

