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The paper will present a view of the mass count distinction in terms of underspecification. The very same account applies straight forwardly to both English and to Chinese. The basic facts are these: common nouns in Chinese are mass nouns. As such, these nouns are grammatically unspecified with respect to minimal denotata, much in the same way as the English mass nouns `water' (*two water), `paper' (*several paper), `cauliflower' (*many cauliflower) and `furniture' (*a furniture) are also unspecified with respect to their minimal denotata. Chinese classifiers impose the relevant specification much in the same way as expressions such as `cup of' (two cups of water), `sheet of' (several sheets of paper), `head of' (many heads of cauliflower) and `item of' (an item of furniture). These facts have a simple model theoretic treatment, though this will not be developed in the talk.
