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Abstract.

My main thesis in this paper is that the key to understanding the mass/count
distinction (both in its conceptual and its grammatical embodiments) is
vagueness. In a nutshell, count nouns have sufficiently well defined (non
vague) atoms (where the latter notion is to be understood in light of current
theories of plurals), while mass do not: all their (potential) atoms are
specified so vaguely as to impair their counting. We will explore how this idea
(once made explicit in terms of formal characterizations of vagueness) impacts
our understanding of the semantics and morphosyntax of number features (in
languages that have them) and how it helps us figuring out what is stable and
what is subject to variation in the domain of the mass/count contrast.
