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____________________GGR 1804 SPACE POWER GEOGRAPHY____________________

Instructor: Prof. Sue Ruddick

Contact Information: 5059 Sidney Smith Hall 416-978-1598 ruddick@geog.utoronto.ca

Course Hours/Location: Thursday 12-3 p.m. Sidney Smith Hall 2124

Course Description:

Our understanding of space and power has shifted radically in the past half century. Space no longer implies only regions, nations or territory; power is not simply a question of domination, control, or forms of political representation. Space and power are intricately related.  We do not only think, practically, about space in terms of power, that is how power organizes space from the body to the globe; we also think, metaphorically, about power in terms of space -- power as fields, zones, limit conditions, nodes, horizons and thresholds. Power is thought of both in its limiting form as potestas and its enabling form as potentia. This course explores a shift in our ways of thinking about space and power and its implications for praxis.

The course is divided into two sections. In the first section we will explore some of key concepts that have constituted an extra-disciplinary influence on geographical writings on space power. Our focus is on the emergence over the past thirty years of those concepts contributing to non-dialectical conceptions of power, with an emphasis on the writings of Gilles Deleuze, and his interpretations of Nietzsche and Spinoza.  

The second section is devoted to the amplification of these concepts in writings by Deleuze and Guattari, Negri, Virno -- and their implications for developments in geographical thought and questions of political organization.  Although the emphasis of the course is theoretical/conceptual, in each section we will link these concepts to practical engagements.  The course should be of interest therefore, both to geographers and planners, as well as those in other disciplines interested in the conceptualization of praxis.   

Required books will be available at the Women’s Bookstore.  Articles are available to download from the U of T library.  Supplemental (recommended) readings will be available for 2 hour sign out through the geography office.

Grading Scheme:

Class Participation: 20% 

Weekly report:  Your reflections on the readings due at 6 pm Wednesday evenings, before class. Please bring a paper version of your contribution to class the following day. 

Proposal: 20% (3-5 pages) due Feb 28th in class

Paper: 40% (20-25 pages) due one week after the last day of class.

Syllabus/Outline of Topics 

Week 1: Introduction

Weeks 2 and 3: Beyond the Dialectic


Required: Hardt Deleuze. Apprenticeship in Philosophy


    Dixon and Jones “What about the dialectic?”


Recommended: Wright Storming Heaven (excerpts)




Stanford Kwinter Architecture of Time
Weeks 4 and 5: Rethinking Negation


Required: Deleuze Nietzsche and Philosophy



    Chapters 1-3  (week 4)



    Chapters 4&5 (week 5)


Recommended: Cruikshank The Will to Empower (esp chapters 1-4)

Weeks 6 and 8: Ethics and Affirmation

(You will have reading week for additional time to explore these texts)


Required: Deleuze Spinoza. Practical Philosophy


   Deleuze (Interview with Negri) “Control and Becoming”


Recommended: (you are expected to read excerpts from at least one of the following)


Gatens and Lloyd Collective Imaginings. Spinoza Past and Present

Negri The Savage Anomaly

Negri Subversive Spinoza


Montag (ed.) The New Spinoza

Serrano “Positions, Situations, Short Circuits”

Week 9: New Spaces and Subjects of Politics


Required: Virno A Grammar of the Multitude


    Lazarrato “From Capital Labor to Capital Life”


Recommended: 

Hardt “Affective Labor”



Antonio Negri and David Harvey debate Empire



At http://www.canalc2.fr/video.asp?idVideo=3073&voir=&mac=yes&btRechercher=&mots=&idfiche=

(this is a half hour discussion, part of which is in French, but Harvey’s response is  in English and well worth the watch)
Week 10 and 11: 


Patton Deleuze and the Political


Deleuze and Guattari A Thousand Plateaus (select chapters)

Week 12 and 13:


Bonta and Protevi Deleuze and Geophilosophy

Deleuze and Guattari A Thousand Plateaus (select chapters)

(Note: For weeks 10 through 13 we will decide collectively whether to focus principally on ATP or on the interpretive texts of Patton, Bonta and Protevi).

