State Space and Difference

University of Toronto

JPG1506/S Spring 2008

Course Instructor: Sue Ruddick, Associate Professor,

Contact Info: Office Sid Smith 5059, e & phone ruddick@geog.utoronto.ca 978-1589               

Time and Location: Tuesday 1-3pm, 2124 Sidney Smith Hall

Course Description:

Background:

The encounter with difference is frequently acknowledged as a site of fear or un-grounding. It has been alternately conceptualized as sexual difference, race or even class, or other kinds of differentiation or differenciation. It has at times referred to a general condition of alterity, in which the self is defined in terms of an other – typically positioned as inferior or lacking in some way; at times as positivity expressive of identity; at times as a process. How we conceptualize difference goes to the heart of questions of politics – the vantage point from which we understand socially constituted inequities and political possibilities: not simply who we ally, or align with, but how, how we form the social and political body.   

These divergent theories of difference can be located variously in relation to feminist, Foucauldian, anti-racist, and Deleuzian approaches among others. Historically these various approaches have been thought in an antagonistic relation to each other (and to class) or have been woven together uncritically with little attendant appreciation to their points of convergence and disagreement. In this course we will trace some of the foundational notions of how difference in constituted and contested, in relation to the production of space, the production of capitalism, the state and a various strategies of governance.  We will also focus on texts that try to engage in an analytical rapprochement between approaches that have been previously construed as irreconcilable. 

Course Organization:

The course is organized around 5 required texts, each paired with a series of other readings designed to deepen your appreciation of these texts. Some might be considered foundational texts, others which attempt to bridge apparent divides.  You are expected to do a deep and sustained reading of each of these texts and they will require your full attention. Required books will available at the Women’s Bookstore, photocopies of most recommended texts on the 5th floor; articles are available to download through U of T library.

Course requirements:

Class Participation: 20%

Weekly reports*: 20%

Proposal: 20% [due week 8 in class] Email me by week 6 about ideas for your paper.

Final Paper: 40% [due exactly one week after last class]

*You are expected to write a weekly reflection on the readings. I will provide written individual comments on the first three with suggestions as needed about directions you might push your reading. Your reflections are due 6 pm the night before class. Please bring a paper copy with you to class. Electronic submissions for any required work will not be accepted without accompanying paper copy.
Syllabus 

Week 1: Introduction 

Note: after class you may find it helpful to read International Encyclopedia of Geography Entry “Philosophy: Society-Space”, available on my website. 

Week 2 & 3: Capitalism and the Production of Alterity

Required

Sylvia Federici Caliban and the Witch. Women the Body and Primitive Accumulation

Preface, Intro, Ch.1 &2 (week 2)

Ch.3, 4 &5 (week3)

Recommended

Jason Read The Micropolitics of Capitalism
Preface and Chapter 1 (week 2)

Chapters 2 and 3 (week 3)

Week 4 &5: Difference, Paradox and the location of struggle


Required

Katherine McKittrick Demonic Grounds. Black Women and the Cartographies of Struggle
Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2 (week 4)

Chapters 4 and 5 (week 5)

Recommended

Gillian Rose Feminism and Geography
Esp Chapters 4, 5,6 & 7

Caroline Desbiens Review Article Feminism ‘in’ Geography. Elsewhere beyond Paradoxical Space in Gender Place & Culture
Week 6 & 8: Re-conceptualizing Difference 

(I have deliberately scheduled this challenging text over reading week so you can take advantage of the additional time necessary to read it. Please note the specific order of chapters as listed below: this is the easiest way in to this text.)


Required


Gilles Deleuze Difference and Repetition
I suggest you adhere to the specific order of chapters as listed below: this is the easiest way in to this text.



Chapter 3 The Dogmatic Image of Thought, then Ch 2 & 5 (week 6)



Chapter 1, 6 & 7 (week 8)

Recommended


James Williams A Guide to Difference and Repetition

Adrian Parr The Deleuze Dictionary (don’t read the whole dictionary!)

Deleuze and Guattari Anti-Oedipus esp Part 2 ch. 3-6 Part 3 ch. 2, 6, 9

Week 9 &10: Difference and Citizenship


Required


Lauren Berlant The Queen of America goes to Washington


Recommended


Kathleen Kirby Indifferent Boundaries

Foucault Governmentality Chapter 4 in Foucault

Burchell Liberal Government and the techniques of self in Foucault and Political Reason.

Week 11 & 12: Exceptional Difference


Required



Either


Giorgio Agamben Homo Sacer. Sovereign Power and Bare Life

OR


Giorgio Agamben States of Exception


Recommended


Derek Gregory The Colonial Present. Afghanistan Palestine and Iraq

Roberts, Secor, Sparke Neoliberal Geopolitics in Antipode

Week 13 Wrap Up

