April 10 – Late Antiquity (3)

Theodosius

-Gratian summons Theodosius from Spain in 378, in an effort to deal with Visigoths

-it was not an imperial summon

-he is proclaimed Augustus on Jan 19th in 379

-attempted to negotiate with Visigoths, and does arrange a treaty

-Jan 3rd, 382( Visigoths are admitted into the empire under the following rules:

(they are allowed to settle on the Danube river

(they were confederated, but could be ruled by their own leaders (foederati)

-this created of independent body on Roman soil

-he was a westerner who became an Eastern Emperor

-he delivered an edict which proclaimed Roman Christianity as Nicean and Catholic, all other forms were not allowed

-this prompted the Airians to riot

-the Council of Constantinople decides that Airianism is not to be tolerated in May (381)

-his policies are not very popular with the people

-he preferred diplomacy over conflict, very much different then other emperors

-his son Arcadius is declared the co-Augustus when only 4 years old

-Gratian is still the senior Augustus

-Theodosius was baptized while ill in 378, after which his health improved

-he was then forced to become a Nicean Catholic

Multiple Emperors

-Magnus Maximus was hired to deal with the barbarian incursion in Britain, and proclaimed himself Augustus in Jan 383

-this created a multiple-emperor problem

-by the 4th century, Rome was no longer the seat of the government.  It was too difficult to deal with multiple emperors

-Rome was still a symbol though, and the Senate still met

-the senatorial class now had to struggle to maintain its power, tradition and legitimacy

-in 383/384, Valentinian II and Justina emerged on the scene as well

-Ambrose, this Bishop of Milan, did not tolerate Airianism, even though Valentina was

-Aurelius Symmachus ( prefect of Rome

(during his term, rome was home to Christianity, despite Italy being ruled by      

    Airians

Altar of Victory

-was a guarantee of prosperity

-symbol of tolerance

-was raised by Augustus, in celebration of the victory over Egypt

-Constantius removed the altar in 357

-the altar was later restored by Julian

-Gratian ordered the altar removed again in 382

Theodosius, Maximus, and Ambrose

-in 384, Pagan deputation led by Symmachus threatened to boycott the senate

-the emperors gave up title of Pontifex Maximus

-Symmachus wrote Relatio as a petition to Emperor, to appeal for tolerance

-Ambrose intercepted it and reported it to Valentinian, while explaining his opposition to ideas of Symmachus

(Symmachus argues Victory brought Rome greatness 

(Ambrose says Constantinople is to be the center of the Empire, and therefore Christianity brought Rome greatness

-the pagan Senators were silenced

-in 386, Theodosius gives orders to proclaim Maximus as a full imperial partner

-Spain, Gaul, Britain are now ‘friendly’

-Ambrose attempted to turn all Basilicas in Milan into Catholic ones

-this made Valentinian and Junstina protest, they wanted one to be kept Airian

-Valentinian and Justina send an imperial army to save one Basilica from Ambrose

-Maximus is therefore driven to deal with Valentinian and Justina, so he forms a partnership with Ambrose 

More Trouble

-consistorium ( those who stand with Emperor

-only imperial officers and family were in, and it was top secret

-Ambrose wanted in on the action

-in 388, Bishop torched synagogue in Callinicum

-Theodosius orders it to be rebuilt by Catholics

-Ambrose intercepts the orders, and calls Theodosius a sinner, making the sacerdotium (priesthood) seem higher than the imperium

-Theodosius then rescinds the orders

-in 390, a riot breaks out after the arrest of a charioteer in Thessalonica, a Greco-Roman city

-a massacre ensues, and Ambrose finds out

-Ambrose demands a public penance from Theodosius

Arbogast

-in 391, Theodosius returns to Constantinople, leaving Valentinian in charge of the west, while it is under guardianship by General Arbogast

-in 392, Valentinian tries to fire Arbogast, but he refuses

-Valentinian is found hung in May

-Arbogast proclaims Eugenis as emperor, but Theodosius refuses

-Eugenius restores the Altar of Victory, and thus paganism is shortly revived

-Ambrose goes back to Milan due to the pagan threat, started by a partner of Eugenis, Nicomachus Flavianus

-in 394, Theodosius fights and wins Arbogast, and is now the sole emperor

-Theodosius comes back to Italy, and asks Senate to renounce paganism

-in 395, Theodosius dies, leaving a united empire to be split in two

(Honorius (9 years old) took West

(Arcadius (16 years old) took East

