Feb 6 – The Julio-Claudians and Culture

Augustus ( 44BC – 14CE

Tiberius ( 14 – 37CE

Gaius Caligula ( 37 – 41CE

Claudius ( 41 – 54CE

Nero ( 54 – 68CE

Augustus

Principate : first citizen (approachable, first among equals)

-writing, literature, propaganda encourages under Augustus

-tax breaks given to those with more kids, procreation encouraged

-Paradox of Principate – promote traditional values, while trying to keep family strong

-Augustus could not get heir

-Tiberius was last choice, which he did not like

-Augustus left 3 provisions in his will, which all followers broke at least 1 of


-let the borders stand


-don’t play favorites


-don’t give citizenship freely

Tiberius

-had a friend Sejanus, who was given more responsibilities with bad results

-Tiberius retired to Capri island and left Sejanus in charge

-Sejanus took away free speech

-Tiberius had Sejanus executed when plot to become next emperor was discovered

Gaius Caligula

-spent loads of money

-people liked him because he was not Tiberius.  He got ‘sick’ and changed though

-isotheoi timai: god equal treatement

-Caligula was murdered, and was possibly insane

Claudius

-violated the military precept of Augustus’ will, to prove he was military friendly

-centralized the government, had freedmen work for his bureaucracy

Nero

-considered himself an artist/poet

-took part in a play, and the Olympics

-when fire destroyed 1/3 of the city, he spent money on rebuilding, as well as the Domus Aurea Palace

-anarchy by 68CE, with 4 provinces in rebellion

