Feb 8 – Roman Novel I – Satyricon

About the Novel

-was written by Gaius Petronius

-was a mixture of poetry and prose

-about the adventures of Encolpius (the narrator), Giton, and a rival for Giton’s effections (Ascyltos)

-novel concept new to Roman world

-offers a good look into lower class society daily life

-strong evidence supports time of writing to the 60’s CE

-language in book is both high latin and vulgar latin

-associated frequently with the genre of Menippean Satire

-obscene and crudely realistic character portrayals

-probably presented to part of the Neronian literary world

-Seneca ( Nero’s tutor since he became emperor.  There is a tutor in the Satyricon who lives the ‘rich’ life

-Lucan ( wrote on the civil was between Pompey and Caeser

-parts of the Satyricon are from these two authors

-was compatible with Christianity to it was not destroyed

-no real grounds to suggest the Satyricon was based on Pertronius’ life

-the remains are really fragmented.  The original was in 16 books, while today only parts remain from the last 2-3 books

-entire scenes are missing from the fragments we do have, or just beginnings and ends

-the main part intact is the dinner of Trimalchio (wealthy freed slave) which has great detail and structure.  This leads us to believe the entire novel was similar in style

Roman Literature Preservation

-books written on papyrus scrolls, each containing around 800 lines

-papyrus was brittle material, and not long lasting

-it was also expensive, leaving it inaccessible to the lower classes

-upper-class society was obsessed with it though

-poverty in the 4th and 5th centuries led to a struggle to maintain old literature, let only create new

Literacy

-during the Middle Ages, literacy declined

-Writing and reading power was held exclusively by the Church, even kings could not read

-literature now broken into 2 groups: devotional and antique

-devotional ( associated with the bible or commentaries on the bible

-antique ( past author’s work which was deemed appropriate to Christianity, which includes Seneca’s work

-Satyricon was somehow preserved, possibly by copying in secret, if at all

-Satyricon was obscene, Church did not appreciate it, as it was not morally edifying 

-was turned into a book in 1664, although most of it was lost

-works like this showed what people thought, not what emperor’s told them to think

-by the 600’s, vulgar latin is considered proper latin

-book was a view of cultural and sexual history

-early English authors took the stance that anything before Medieval history (behavior, sexual culture, etc) was wrong

-before ( no restrictions on gender preference of men


(childbearing the purpose of marriage


(parents chose the children’s spouses


(sex for pleasure at brothels

-after   (strict rules for marriage


(men can only have sex with women


(etc

Sexual Prohibitions

-no oral sex, gave condition of os foedum (dirty mouth) which could be passed on to others

-men should not receive, it made them ‘feminized’

-only slaves could take it, as they had no social status anyways

-boys were kept close to family to prevent abuse from other men

Food

-Popina (cook shops) – small shops with ‘fast food’, which were not socially accepted because they were depicted as bad places where people would gather to eat bad food and plot against each other

-respectable people ate at home, where slaves could cook for them

-dining had many social aspects

-Romans spent more time eating and entertaining at homes than in restaurants

-men would starve themselves during the day, go to the baths, then head to a dinner party with a large appetite, where they were served by personal slaves

-dinner parties had 4-5 courses on average later on

-vomitorium ( guess

-food was quite plain in early Rome ( bread cheese eggs and olives

-wine usually watered down, the purpose was not to get drunk

Satyricon

-Encolpius and his friends were not concerned with regular Roman society

-they did what they wanted, and did not seem to have a familia, nor any business or political careers

-Encolpius has offended the god Priapus (god of male sex), and cannot get an errection

-Giton was complete opposite of a traditional roman male.  Was ‘feminized’, melodramatic and manipulative

-Encolpius is also femenized from curse of Priapus

-characteristics of adult men were often feminized to create humor

-Encolpius was considered more a fool than a hero, because he surrenders his main symbol of power

-Quartilla ( an exaggerated character, but was still normal enough for Romans to understand

-Encolpius is attracted to an 11 year old girl at one point, and this would only be acceptable if she had already had her period

Trimalchio

-Trimalchio’s dinner party was considered over the top

-Trimalchio’s dinner more like a choreographed dance

-guests just keep eating, no mention of vomitorium during Trimalchio’s dinner party

-Trimalchio’s food ranges from rare fish, sauces to other rarities

-Homerists recite poetry during the party

-pantomime artist also performs

-a less flashy party would have been more normal

-everyone at the party got drunk, which normally did not happen

-one guest fell into pool

-Trimalchio beat his wife, which was inappropriate behavior

-tries to act above his position, treats guests poorly

