Jan 18 – Careers: Slavery

-slaves from everywhere brought into Rome and countryside

-both segments of society had slaves

-household slaves, rural slaves, military slaves

-latifundia – farming estates, made by taking over small farms and using slave labour

-Cato, Varro, ( slave owners.  Each wrote De Agricultura (how to run a farm)

-Romans ‘always’ had slaves.  Slavery became institutionalized in later Republic period

-3 Servile Wars

-gladiators were part of the cause of servile wars.  Spartacus and gang of slaves made army, took over Sicily (73BC)

-estimates of: 25-40% of city are slaves, 2-10% of outlying provinces

samnites, sabines, umbrians -> Italian tribes first slaves were taken from

-female slaves > male slaves, they can have kids

-After Julius Caeser’s Gaul campaign (59-50BC), lots of Gaul, Germanic slaves.  They were considered barbaric, and were taken for strong, hard labour jobs

-Greek physicians were sought after.  Greek medicine was better than Roman’s

-laborans – the working slaves, relegated to hard labour

-vernae – household slaves

-peculium (allowance) – given to some household slaves, could be used to buy freedom later on

-laborans usually were worked to death, while vernae were given shifts

-average slave life expectancy – 20 years old

-roughly 500,000 slaves needed to keep slave population a year

3 Big slave takings

66-70 CE ( jewish revolts.  Approx 100,000 taken

110-117 CE ( Dacia conquered.  30,000 taken per year

134-138 CE ( jewish revolt.  Everyone present enslaved in province.

Conubernium – slave marriage ( forbidden between 2 households.  Always produce slave kids

-certain slaves were not allowed to marry.  Specifically the ones with specific jobs

-slaves could be freed after certain amount of time (manumissio)

-75/25 male to female ratio, roman population in general

-slaves have no legal rights, fall under the infamis legal category

-slaves examined like livestock

-for legal testimony of a slave, the slave is first tortured

-in late empire, slaves were considered ‘sort-of’ people

-treatment of slaves improved over time, due to religious and philosophical revolution

-slaves were property.  You can not beat, use, talk to, exploit, etc, my slaves

-slaves could not own property, but some were praefecti (overlord slaves), who could be given their own slaves to order around on behalf of the owner

Manumissio

-accumulate enough money to buy yourself

-owner can free you whenever

-slave owner will free slaves on his death

-when a slave is freed, their status becomes liberatus (freed), but not citizen

-liberatus can not server in army, nor can their children

-liberatus can not become magistrate

