Jan 23 – Careers: The Republican Army

-Roman’s created a flexible army setup, used to defeat the Greeks and Germanic hordes

-miles – common soldier

-legio – legion

-elligible men chosen after sowing field, then fight, then back for harvest

-from 200BC forward, there were 4 legions or more

-each console had 2 legions under their control (there were 2 consoles)

-pre-107BC, military was composed of the top classes of the 5 census rankings

-the troops were to provide their own armor and weapons

-the first 3 census classes were allowed to join army

-the idea of pay came after the armies were on extended missions (>1 year)

-decimatio – when the responsible one is not known, 10 ppl randomly selected and executed

Legion Composition

-1 legion = 4200 people (foot)

-velites: cover, #1200 for each legion, protect army from projectiles

	enemy
	

	
	

	1st line - hastati
	(1200 men, aged 16-30, spear carriers

	2nd line - prinkipes
	(aged 30-40/45

	3rd line - triarii
	(aged 45-60


-each line in 10 units, each unit in 2 centuria (~100men)

-allies were put in the 2nd line area

-support cavalry (300 each legion)

-began to recruit cavalry from allies

-allies served as support under roman command

-immunes ( 4 branches: surgeons, engineers, surveyors/scouts, misc craftsmen

-immunes did not fight

Gaius Marius

-was the military tribune in 119-111BC

-the influx of slaves was making citizens more poor, less qualify for the army

-Marius needed as many men as possible, began to pay from his own pockets

-in 107, he began to ignore property of soldiers as a constraint for joining army

-Marius also recruited from officers of the city

-Also started the ability to raise through the ranks based on merit and experience

-Standard issue equipment ( gladius, scutum, pilum ( sword shield and spear

-troops began carrying own equipment to lessen the length of the supply train

Military Officers

-Tribune – secondary to legat

-Legatus – chosen by console to run legion

-centurion – professional mid-rank officer, introduced by Marius. Command of the centuria

-centurion outfit was silver, different from the others

-entitled to hold a symbol of office/authority, the vitis

-had to be between 30-45, with basic education required (needed to be able to read)

-optio ( centurion assistant, learnt from centurion, was also entitled to decorated stick

-optio developed passwords for soldiers, made sure they did not get close

Standards

-used to signal commands

-Marius replaced with one common silver eagle for uniformity of army

Awards

-corona civica – general honor

-corona muralis – first man to scale wall during siege

-corona obsidalis – only given to legatus or above – who leads army and relieves another under siege

-diploma – 2 bronze tablets, guaranteed to discharged people (eg - You are now a citizen)

-triumph – military procession through city

