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Women in the Roman Empire

Juvenal-100’s

· Imperial women

· Sensational stories

· Plutarch or Seutonius

· Deep and abiding fear

· Increasing emphasis on individuality in men and women

· Men composing autobiographies in late antiquity as well

1. giving citations, euchology

2. highlighting mother , father ancestry including nobility

3. put a spotlight on women

eg. Poria- by stoic philosopher

· public visibility and praise of wife, daughter for its good for the man of the family

· popularity in good reputation

· brought stress on marriage

·  political powers may seek marriage for political advance

· Martial alliance made and changed depending on what’s best for the man.

Marcus Cato Younger (politician)

Hortensius (Marcus’ friend)

· had 5 daughters wanted a heir to give his inheritance

· Cato gave Hortensius, his wife to marry and produce a heir (male)

· Wife birthed male heir, but heir and Hortensius died, so Cato married his wife back and inherited everything

· Augustus’ 2nd wife SCRIBONIA, birthed daughter 

· He divorces her and marries LIVIA who was married and 5 months pregnant at the time but had to divorce her current husband for Augustus.

· This shows the profit of marrying

· Julia (Agustus’s daughter), rebelled and She was banished by Augustus

· Only child, never had any freedom

· Most powerful in nobility and station

· Rebelled in adultery (eg. Married to step-brother Tiberius)

· Augustus institutionalized family law to have more children

· Julia, a contradiction to Augustus’ law/legistlation

· To ensure legitimacy of child’s father, fertility, a republic woman’s most cherished virtue

· These law provided privileges to women who bore 3 or more children.

1. lex Julia

2. lex Poppia Popaea

· this was out of sheer desperation to replenish the decrease in population in the Roman empire

· this was partly due to contraceptives (in Shelton)

· Rmn women had do with out Rmn men when they were off fighting wars

· Eg. Julius- Ceaser civil wars and etc.

· Women started to inherite when husbands died, this gave the independence

Desexare – desexing herself (eg. Livia who was independent on her own but chose to stay married to Augustus)

1. Rmn women as citizens, clear indication of their gain in power and status

Fulvia 

· 3rd wife of Marc Anthony, active participant in husband’s career, managed his politics and was very wealthy.

· Remained in west when Octavian/Antong…was divided in Rome

· She managed his property, commercial allegiance

· 1st women to be portrayed as a women of importance in politics w/ husband

· acted maliciously against Cicero ( made sure he died, was run out of Rome in disgrace and died either by execution or by suicide)

· No women before Livia exercised politics she was cloaked in the idea of women’s tradition

· Active but still portrayed Rms women’s attributes

· Eg. Rmn coins, portrayed her 

· Embodied the women who actually wielded power

Tacitus

· accused her of murder of Augustus’ previous heir

· of desexing herself, economic inbalance

· Livia  a rmn women, celebrity

Agrippina

· Younger wife of Caludius, the 4th wife

· Had impact on the reign of 2 princeps, more than Livia

· Great, grand daughter of Augustus, had connections

· Mother of Nero

· Father Claudian, mother Julian

· Celebrity status

· Removed prohibition of uncle and niece marrying( influenced princep Claudius)

· Ensured that Seneca taught Nero

· Maneuver Nero to succeed Claudius

· Equal partner to Augustus before Claudius died, better than Livia’s power and control

· Instead of Claudius’ successor, Nero became Princep

· Everyone knew Agrippina was in charge not Nero

· More important than emperor

· Empress the real ruler

· In 55-56, her portrait was on the coin 

· One side Nero and the other Agrippina

· It was Augustus Agrippina to Neroini (date was stated as so)

· Instead of stating Nero first it was Agrippina, how it was addressed

· He had her murdered. He had her murdered.

Messalina

Conclusion

1. Restrictions re-imposed on women, but had loopholes allowed them to inherit and do commerce and be independent.

2. Women as patrons of art.

