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THE ROMAN NOVE 2

Roman East

“Era of the good emperors”

Nerva- 96 to 98

Trajen- 98 to 117

Hadrian- 117 to 138

Antoninus – 138 to 161

Marcus Aurelius – 161 to 180

THESE EMPERORS ABOVE SUCEEDED EACH OTHER BY ADOPTION

Fergus Millar (author) book about centralization of Rmn government

· Greek east very privileged (good will of the Rmns towards Grks)

· Hadrian showed interest in Grk culture, Athens particularly thus having the nickname of GRAECULUS

Pausanians – 2nd geographer

· Gives speech of praise towards emperor, give title, Cyrus the elder (not complementary, means enemy)

· Romans are barbarians but the best of the barbarians

· Pliny thought Grks were oversensitive

· Grks preferred single Grk ruler over a Rmn one

Second Sophistic

· Philostratus 230’sj ( a philosopher)

· Employed by Rmn imperial courts

· Had to have been a 1st sophistic

Sophist-

· itinerary teacher during Golden Age of Grks

· began to question underpinnings of the Grk world

- Art of Public speaking most important of male acitivities for politics and etc.

Meletai – extenuating circumstances?

Shopisto/ic

· artist that practices their arts under Rmn empire

· speaks about matters and themes

· emperors would listen and applaud

· performance in amphitheater

· travels through Rmn empire

· had fans and disciples

· thought of as popstars

· received financial compensation

· influenced by material outside of politics to be safe

· thought of as wise

· (Sophia) means wisdom in Grk

· thought of as a maestro

· running a school in rhetoric expertise

· found in literacy world to entertain

Arrian – wrote about Alexander the Great 

Apuleius 

· wrote the Golden Ass

· concerned  about their ambiguity

· doesn’t apply to art

Ekphraseis - ?

Aristides

· comes from modern day Turkey

· 1st speech: Ruling Power( praise of Rome)

· 2nd speech Civilizing Power in Greece

· sophist hired to ornament occasions

· 2 things overlooked

1. determined Hellenism

2. versatility of wide knowledge

Favorinus

· a Sophist

· born 85ce

· learned Grk , studied rhetoric in Rome

· Suffered from Cryptorchism (a condition that leaves one with a high pierced voice and gender ambiguous appearance. 

· Had a cult following

· Associate of Hadrian

· Quarreled w/ him and didn’t suffer 

· Life characterized by 3 Paradox

1. Spoke in Greek( Gael)

2. unic but was accused of adultery with an ex-consul’s wife

3. quarreled w/ emperor but lived

200’s, late Genre of Rmn world = the NOVEL

· novel of Petronius not qualified in this genre

· written literary novel

· written in prose, filled w/ adventure

· Concerned w/ issues of Rmn pple eg. Hellenistic loss

· Hellenistic setting and time

· 5 novels in Grk, 1 in Latin

· all pple subjected to fate (Tyche)

· concerned w/ ups and down

· happy ending

· eastern Mediterranean based

Syncretism – combining 1 or more cultures together

Golden Ass

· protagonist are Greco-Roman

· Rmn court don’t appear in novels

· Unpredictability of life is central theme of novel

· Novel, inversion of Rmn media?

· Law non-existent

· Community exist at local level than international 

· Set in unknown, unspecific past

· Later on, Apuleius charged as THUAMATOURGOS (a practitioner of magic) by Christian writers.

Metamorphosis (one of two titles)

· Asinus, Aureus

· Apulieus, adapting a Grk story

· Oukios Onos – Lucius or the Ass – Patrae

· A story of conversion

· Training narrative stories with in stories

· Not structurally to Lucius

· Well known tales, fables , fairytales

Fabulas Milesias

· Story that connects popular stories w/ poems and etc.

· Other stories are in Milesion fashion

Novel shows struggle w/ individual, transformation

· Ass and Lucius experience are allegorical

· CURIOSTAS – curiosity that leads Lucius on his path

· Magic doesn’t solve the problems of the world

· Inherent struggle: one man’s inner desire, pursuit of pleasure

· Tale of enlightenment

· A literary metaphor

· How the treatment of individuals in Rmn empires slaves included

· PHOTIS – Isis

· A story in the middle, wondering of Psyche who was punished for wanting to see who her husband really was (cupid).

· Lucius is punished as well

· Psyche is assimilated in to the gods at the end

· Lucius ends up being initiated into mystery of Isis

· Through suffering, one learns

· Shows both tales in higher and lower form

· Lucius to Donkey , Psyche to Goddess

· Allegorical, metaphorical and PLATONIC as well.

· Lucius has to go through great deal of difficulty

· Ass is humanity eg. Used by the world by comes to enlightenment by the Goddess

· Isis – in charge of afterlife

· Began to appeal to a lot of pple

· Moves from being mortuary goddess to a mother goddess

· Thought of a caring warm mother figure

Aretalogy – 

· hymn spoken in first person

· that starts w/ IN

· Isis + last line, “ I overcome fate”

· Written in Grk

· Lucius’ lesson overcomes fate

· Through experience of the goddess

· 11th book mysteries of Isis

· know as the book of Isis

· Scholars question the legitimacy of the new mystery religion 

· The only 1st person account of the imitation.

