March 8 – Judaism and Christianity

Jesus

-was a jew, considered a wonder worker

-was on the wrong side of the wrong people, and was executed

-his followers continued his movement after his death

The Christian Movement Beginnings

-Jesus founded Christianity

-operated out of Judea, and spread into Rome

-the fire  at the Circus Maximus, which ruined 10 of the 14 city districts, was blamed on Christians by Nero, as they were almost all non-romans

-eschaton ( end of days

-apocalypse ( has to do with the Romans

-Nero arrests some Christians, who under torture accuse others

-all are throw into the arena, and burnt on a stake

-in 81-96, Domitian (Vespasian’s son) attacks Christianity

-Judaism was allowed, due to it being ethnical

-Christians refused to pay respect to the imperial cult

-Laesa Majestas ( wounded majesty

-Romans originally thought of Christianity as a Jew cult

-dam haba ( secular leader, human, to come at the eschaton

-split in thinking about how the Messiah comes about

-gospels Matt and Mark focused on this

-Paul grafted mystery cult messages into Christianity, but was considered too pagan by others

-gnosis ( knowledge

-Gnostics brought Greek philosophies into Christianity as well

-Greek was the language intellectuals would know for sure

-most members of the roman elite ignored Christianity

-Christianity had no unified theology, because it was so spread out

-Bithynia-Pontus( area near the Black sea, “out in the boons”

-Plinny asks what to do about rumored Christian plot to overthrow Rome

-the emperor wanted the Christians to be good romans, which was almost impossible due to the belief mix-ups

-Christian martyrdom – brings attention and focus to Christianity

-provincial government sometimes let Christians slide

