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· Constantine called for baptism in April of 337
· Valens, in August 378, summoned from Spain, his general, Theodosius – son of the man killed in Roman North Africa in 375-376; this was not an imperial summoning, but by January 19th 379, it was

· Gratian named Theodosius Augustus on Jan 19, 379

· The gothic question continued to haunt Theodosius for the first few years for his reign – Gratian could not tend to the matter
· Theodosius allowed the Goths entrance to the roman empire- allowed to settle by the Danube river

· Gratian instated foedus

· Theodosius allowed the Goths foederati- meaning that they were expected to provide troops; they were an independent community that was created on roman soil, which had absolutely no need to participate with the roman government unless they wanted to

· Theodosius came to Constantinople to rule, although he was from the western part of the empire – he was a western emperor ruling in an eastern empire
· He came to Constantinople in November of 380, and made his religious views well known

· Conctos Populos – the only accepted form of Christianity in the Roman empire was Catholic Nicene Christianity

· Theodosius kicked out the chief Arian bishop from the city, and wanted to make Constantinople an Arian free zone

· May 381 – Theodosius called for a general church council – which is known as the council of Constantinople – little is known about this council
· Theodosius made it very clear at the council that any form of Aryanism would not be tolerated in any form

· This policy was not very popular
· Theodosius is unique among his predecessors because he prefers diplomacy to actual conflict

· He reaches deals with Persia to ensure his borders are secure
· He proclaims his 4 year old son Arcadius Augustus, in January 383 clearly intending a dynasty

· Theodosius put Magnus Maximus in charge of putting down a barbarian rebellion in Britain
· Within months of the proclamation of Arcadius, Magnus Maximus proclaimed himself Augustus as well

· While in process of concluding the gothic war, Theodosius became ill- he even suspected he was about to die while in Thessalonica, thus calling for baptism; instead of dying, Theodosius got better

· Theodosius tries hard to be the best Nicene Catholic he could
· Magnus Maximus kills Gratian, thus becoming sole Augustus in Gaul

· Magnus Maximus rules in Gaul (Catholic); Valentinian and Justina in Milan (Arian); Theodosius (Catholic)
· 383-394 – Valentinian and Justina are target to all sorts of threats to the throne

· In Rome exists the traditional senatorial aristocracy
· The bishop of Milan, Ambrose, was elected a Catholic bishop in which his clergy were predominantly Arian

· By the 4th century, Rome- the city, was no longer the seat of the government, due to the fact that the emperor had to travel in order to be seen, and by the 3rd century, to travel to the Danube to do damage control, or others proclaiming themselves emperors
· This resulted in the fact that the capitol of the Roman empire was where the emperor was, not in Rome; this causes confusion as to who the legitimate emperor is, and where the legitimate empire is, because of the numerous emperors scattered throughout
· Senators still met, still had power, but the city of Rome was now more of a symbolic importance than anything
· Made Rome a natural stronghold for the old state religion and viewed itself as the defenders of the ancient ways
· Quintus Aurelius Symmachus is the natural choice for being the Defender of the Roman religion 
· He was a senator, epistolographer(letter writer), and allows us to peer into the diminishing senatorial aristocracy

· Rome as a city becomes a very important prize for all to hold- Christians, Aryans, Pagans, etc
· Most famous conflict between the old senatorial aristocracy and the new emerging Christianity- known as the Altar of Victory
· Altar and a statue of winged victory dedicated by Augustus in 29 BCE- this abstract of victory “Victoria” was featured on the coins of Christian emperors
· The altar of victory was of major symbolic importance – senators burned incense and poured wine, took oaths, etc

· These rituals were offensive to the Christians that took part in the senate

· As early as 357, the emperor Constantius II visited Rome and took down the altar of victory because he saw it to be offensive to himself, but decided to keep the statue of Victory

· By the 370s and into the 380s the altar and statue of Victory were intact
· Gratian was the first of a succession of emperors to be under the sway of Ambrose of Milan
· Gratian, under the influence of Ambrose, diverted property filled by senators and investors, took money, etc
· There is no copy of the edict in 382, but there is an edict in 415 which refers to the edict in 382
· The altar was removed in 382

· In 384, a pagan deputation, headed by Symmachus, sent a letter to the emperor, and came personally to complain against the removal of the altar,
· Numerous senators were outraged that they had no say in this deputation, and threatened to boycott the senate if the altar were restored

· Either Gratian, in 383 before he died, or Valentinian, were the first to stop holding the title of Pontifex Maximus
· Symmachus was the prefect of the city of Rome; he took the opportunity to include among his state papers a Relatio, which is effectually a petition for the restoration of the altar, but was intercepted by Ambrose
· Ambrose chooses to write a letter to himself to the emperor, stating that he is opposed to what Symmachus is writing

· Ambrose wrote a second letter, and refuted all of those issues that Symmachus had addressed; he said it is not because of the statue of victory that the empire withstood as much as it did, but rather because of the Changes Constantine instilled
· Ambrose claims that as a roman emperor, Valentinian cannot allow such a thing to occur, because if he does, he might go into a church and find it empty of a bishop; Ambrose is hinting that he will not allow Valentinian to receive communion in the church
· The altar of victory is not reinstated, thus Symmachus chose to retire, causing the pagan viewpoint in the senate to be silent for some years

· Throughout the 380s, there was an uneasy peace between the three imperial residences
· According to historical sources, Maximus grew very weary in holding Gaul and Spain as his portion of the empire, he knew he needed to hold Rome and the entire west in order to be seen as an equal to Theodosius
· Justina and Valentinian were about to allow this chance to Maximus

· In Milan, there were 3 basilicas, which Ambrose decided to be in possession of the Catholic church; Justina did not agree with this, and decided that at least one basilica be left for use of the imperial family- which Ambrose did not allow
· Although there is no direct proof, it seems as if Ambrose had a silent partner in Maximus, due to letters written by Maximus to Valentinian
· Valentinian and Justina fled Italy, and sent a letter to Theodosius asking for help; Theodosius agreed to meet them in Thessalonica, where Justina asked Theodosius to reinstate Valentinian as rightful emperor
· Justina also offered Theodosius her daughter Galla to marry him, which would benefit him, because Justina was distantly related to the house of Constantine
· Theodosius agreed to this, only if the family of Valentinian would become Catholic, to which Justina hesitantly agreed
· Maximus was then beheaded 
· Theodosius was the first Roman emperor to reside in Rome since before Diocletian. He resides in Rome from 388-391

· Those who stand with the emperor were know as the Consistorium, or the consistory; admittance to the consistory was only allowed to those in imperial power, because of the nature of the discussions taking place
· Ambrose became extremely jealous and wanted to know what was happening in this consistory
· Callinicum – the town of victory made by the emperor Pompei, in which Jews, Greeks, and others resided

· In an unspecified date in 388, a bishop and his clergy torched a synagogue. The rabbi sent a letter of appeal to the emperor, and Theodosius ordered that the bishop and his congregation restore the synagogue

· The letter was intercepted by Ambrose’s spies, and a letter was written back to Theodosius stating that it is not Roman to give support to Jewish people. Ambrose claimed that the emperor must place the Sacerdotium (listen to priests because they are influenced by god) before the empire
· Theodosius felt pressured by the desire to never sin again, that he allowed the synagogue in Callinicum to remain destroyed
· Thessalonica- the second episode for Ambrose. A charioteer was charged with a crime, and was imprisoned for the time being. The citizens of Thessalonica were outraged and wrote a letter to Theodosius, and gave the order to put down the insurrection by any means necessary
· The Thessalonica massacre occurs, hundreds maybe even thousands of people were killed
· Ambrose intercepts the letter that is sent back to Theodosius, once again, and Ambrose chooses to write another letter back to him, claiming that it was Theodosius who was responsible for the massacre in Thessalonica; the only way to cleanse himself of this sin was to do public penance, which is what Theodosius does
· Theodosius returned to the east, leaving Valentinian in charge
· Arbogast- resented the fact that Valentinian quibbled with him; in April of 392, Valentinian fired Arbogast, and upon receiving it, threw it away, claiming that Valentinian did not give him his job, therefore he cannot fire him
· In May of 392, the body of Valentinian was found, leaving Theodosius as the sole ruling emperor; Arbogast cannot do anything about this because he is not roman, therefore he cannot proclaim himself emperor
· Arbogast proclaims Eugenius as emperor, and sends a letter to Theodosius asking him to approve him as a new emperor, which he does not; Theodosius chooses not to march west to attack
· Eugenius, with the assistance of Nicomachus Flavianus, restores the Altar of Victory

· Ambrose wrote a flurry of letters in 393, reminding Eugenius of his responsibility to his God
· Because the current emperor, or the usurper, is accepting Paganism, it does not show a revival, because there is no widespread rejuvenation of Pagan practises, and there were no mass conversions
· Eugenius is a Christian, but is indifferent to religion

· In early spring of 394, Theodosius sets out to battle
· Summer 394- Frigidus

· The battle took place in the fall, and took about one day, in which Theodosius won, and became sole emperor

· Eugenius was killed and Arbogast committed suicide

· Theodosius took ill, and moved to Italy, and there he issued a letter or addressed the senate directly asking it to renounce paganism for good
· Theodosius settled temporarily in Milan, took gravely ill in December, and was dead by January 395
· He had made very explicit plans for his succession; he left the empire divided between his two sons, Honorius who was 9 years old, left in the West; Arcadius who was 17, took the east
· Theodosius left his sons under the guardianship if Stilicho

