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· 337- 
· Constantine died in 337, after receiving baptism from Eusebius

· Constantine divided his succession between his 3 sons- Constantine II, Constantius, Constans

· Uncertain movements occur, which result in all of the stepbrothers of the three sons, with the exception of two minors – Gallus and Julian – who were Constantine’s distant cousins – they were only spared because they were underage, thus deemed to not be a threat

· The brothers divided the empire through military intervention on each side – the idea was the empire was to be divided in three – Constantius took the east, Constantine took the far west, and Constans took the far center
· By 340, Constans and Constantine fought for control of the entire western empire, resulting in the death of Constantine II in 340

· Constans had trouble balancing his budget – inflation, and general economic downturn, resulting in less popularity amongst his troops
· Constantius (337- 360) could never possibly measure up to his father, but he spent his entire political career with two obsessions – religion, and fighting the Persians- much is known about religion, but little about fighting the Persians
· Constantius believed that it was imperial duty to be the head of the church

· Constantius was a confirmed Arian
· Constans favoured Catholicism
· Eventually Constans’ disastrous financial worries got the best of him, thus a usurper named Magnentius took over (Magnentius was married to Justina)

· Constans was caught in an ambush and killed in 350
· Constantius, out of necessity, made a hasty peace with Persia, and then moved against Magnentius (who lasted three years, and committed suicide in 353)
· Constantius decided to maintain his imperial residence in Milan, gave the eastern empire to Gallus (who became Caesar)
· Ammianus Marcellinus, was the greatest roman historian since Tassetus; witnessed historical events from 350-378, and wrote the ResGestae meaning “things(deeds, affairs) done”, but the years 96-353
· Ammianus Marcellinus’ aim was to continue Tassetus’ history, and gives us a secular perspective
· AM says “miles quondam et Graecus” – a soldier at one time, and a Greek – (a very evocative phrase) meaning that he served in the army, and Graecus (Hellenos) because he was a follower of traditional Greek religion, or a non-Christian
· His history is an “autopsy”, meaning seeing for yourself

· Constantius recognized that he needed an imperial partner, whom he thought he found by appointing Gallus
· Gallus had a quick temper, executed many men whom Constantius had promoted, etc, and within a year, gotten on Constantius’ bad side

· Constantius tried and executed Gallus

· Constantius, realizing he was in deep trouble, looked to his last living relative, Julian, after receiving advice from his wife, Eusebia
· Julian was the best educated emperor, since Marcus Aurelius, with many surviving records, plays, poems, etc
· Julian was appointed as Caesar in Gaul
· Julian proved to be, a very competent commander – eroded the barbarian gains, stabilized the government, and by the late 350s, turned everything around

· Julian is attempting to keep the borders with Persia secure
· In the winter of 359, Constantius decided to have a big expedition against Persia, and sends to Julian a letter demanding troops

· The troops proclaimed Julian as Augustus, who takes the Recusato Imperii, but then accepts the title, but is a Usurper, because Constantius had not proclaimed him Augustus

· In the early spring of 360, Constantius becomes ill, and on his deathbed, he bequeaths everything to Julian, who then becomes sole Augustus
· Julian marches to Rome, has an epiphany, and deliberately renounces Christianity, thus becoming Julian the Apostate

· Julian studied in Athens, under the system of Neo-Platonism – universal monotheism, all things come from the one god, who has spiritual and physical emanations; the individual achieves oneness with these emanations by various rituals, sacrifices, etc
· One of Julian’s greatest challenges was the reality that a Christian emperor, or one favouring Christianity had been reigning since 312
· Contra Galileos – meaning that he did not call Christians, but rather Galileans, trying to group them with where their religion came from
· Julian issued a law stating that anyone whishing to teach the classics (Homer, Virgil, etc) had to be approved by a board sat by the emperor and his associates
· If Christians wished to teach the classics, they had to face the emperor, who did not accept them, thus they found themselves out of jobs
· Basil of Caesarea, was bishop in Caesarea, and a former colleague of Julian
· Basil wrote a very short monograph on “On the utility of Greek/Pagan Literature”, in which he showed that there were several teachable subjects, showing the emperor that even though they do not practise the same religion, there is still a lot of teachable information in Greek/Pagan Literature

· Julian was not all about doctrinal disputes in Christianity and Paganism
· Julian, decided in late 362, that he would succeed in fighting the Persians, and assembles a huge force to take the Persian empire, marching from the fall of 362 into the early winter of 363
· The Persians began to adapt to a scorched earth policy- burning down large crop lands so the Romans could not sustain themselves
· Julian’s losses soon outnumbered his victories

· Outside the town of Ctesiphon, Julian decides that since he was having trouble with his army, and Persians occupying their fleet, that he burns down his fleet
· Julian and his men found themselves surrounded by enemies, and he took a spear in the side, and died within hours in the summer of 363

· The army found themselves with no way of getting home, and no emperor, thus an ad hoc meeting, and a middle aged soldier named Jovian was named leader, who quickly arranged for a very humiliating peace, giving five towns to the Persians in exchange for his life and the lives of his troops
· They did not leave until August, after suffering the heat of the Persian summer
· In 364, the emperor is still not in Constantinople, but rather in Antioch, where he was visiting taverns
· The emperor, Jovian, was found dead in a tavern in February of 364
· 364, another imperial council to determine the next emperor,
· Valentinian, a middle aged soldier was chosen, had served under Julian, and was a practising Christian
· Within two months, he took ill, expecting to die, but rather recovered, and ruled until 375
· Valentinian appointed his brother Valens as co-emperor, who reigned from 364-378

· Valentinian takes the Western half, while Valens takes the eastern half

· Valens, unlike his brother, did not stand in the middle, and was a confirmed Arian, and gets himself in trouble for acts against Catholics

· In 371/2, while the emperor was residing in Antioch, a secret meeting was held amongst the leading citizens from Antioch, to decided who would rule after the death of Valens
· These men turned to an ‘ancient Ouija board’ which was a table on three legs, with all 24 greek letters written around the base. Each men would hold on to a stick, and let a string, which was hanging off of a string, with a pointer hanging off of the string. They allowed the pointer to land where it will, believing that it would spell out the name of the next emperor

· The board spelled out “THEOD” (ΘΕΟΔ), whom they believed to be Theodorus

· Valens became so paranoid about this, that he killed anyone whose name contained THEOD, even children whispering the word, women selling amulets in the markets, etc

· Valentinian witnessed this happening, and became fearful that his empire would soon be threatened as well
· Valentinian had Maximinus, who did his dirty work for him

· The trials under Valens were seen as the Antioch Trials, and those under Valentinian were seen as the Rome Trials

· They arranged that senatorial aristocracy was on the same legal standing as anyone else, meaning that they could be prosecuted as well
· The early 370s were not a good time, because many executions were happening, due to claims of witchcraft, magic, etc

· Roman North Africa, under the rule of Romanus

· Firmus decided to revolt against Rome, claiming himself to be leader
· Valentinian appoints his best military commander, Theodosius, to deal with the situation, sent in 373 or so, managed to put down Firmus within a year
· Theodosius returned to his base, “similis triumphanti” meaning holding triumph, an honour bestowed only upon emperors or those with special permission from the empire
· Maximinus informed Valentinian of Theodosius’ success, and warned him that he may be a threat, thus Theodosius became of special interest 

· November 17, 375 Valentinian had a heart attack or stroke and died on the spot
· Gratian, on the other side of the west, somewhere near Gaul

· The army, was in a conundrum, because Gratian was nowhere to be found, and Theodosius was in North Africa

· The army proclaimed Valentinian son, Valentinian II, who was three years old as emperor, with assistance of his mother, Justina, he ‘ruled’
· This was done in fear of the THEOD prophecy coming true

· Theodosius the general was executed before January of 376
· The end result is that the year 376 is one of absolute beurocratic chaos, with various executions happening, including that of Maximinus for going against the ‘will of the emperor’
· The three emperors reach an accord, Valentinian holding the area near Illyria, Gratian the East, and Valens the West

· Trouble with Visi Goths (west Goths, near the Danube), and Ostro Goths (East Goths)

· The Visigoths are threatened by the Huns, and the Visigoths are pushing towards roman territory

· The Visigoths are so pressured by the Huns, that they appeal the emperor to receive permission to live in the Balkans

· Valens has created a large drain in the part of the empire just to the north of Greece, containing hundreds of thousands of Visigoths
· The Visigoths catch on that they are still helpless, that they took what Rome would not give willingly, including many surrounding cities

· In the spring of 378, Valens heads to Adrianople, calling to Gratian for assistance, who was fighting his own battles

· In august 9, 378, Valens engages the Goths in battle,

· The Goths were on horseback, while the Romans were on foot

· The emperor was injured, and then died after the house he was staying in was burned by the Goths

· 2/3 of the roman army was completely destroyed
