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· “ecclesia”

· Canons

· Episcopus

· Deacons

· Sub-Deacons

· Sedes – see

· Decurions

· Clientela

· Antioch 

· Smyrna

· Alexandria

· Metropolitan

· Polycarp – was a martyr, killed at Smyrna

· 177 – Lyons – a year in which the Roman Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, made his sun (Commodus) a full partner in empire. Marcus Aurelius ordered this commemoration with games and spectacle. Lyons was one of the many communities which partook in the celebration. An inscription known as the AES BAETICENSIS. 

· Those without citizenship could be tortured in any way, as the people charging them saw fit

· Citizens of Rome got a much quicker death, they were beheaded immediately

· Eusebius – writing in the 320s CE. “Historia Ecclesiastica” 

· The Christians make it appear as if they were the only ones who had to undergo public torture and execution, when in reality, they were not

· During the reign of Caracalla (215). Triumphed over a sect of Jews (suggestion that they were Christians). When traveling to Alexandria, he issued an edict to the “Jews” prohibiting them from attempting to convert others to their religion
· It is not until the 250s that we can call the killing of the Christians persecution

· In the reign of Marcus Aurelius, a plague erupted. It devastated the empire so much, that Marcus Aurelius began selling imperial furniture in order to feed the imperial budget

· Commodus, Marcus Aurelius’ son, reigned supreme once his father died. Things got better when Commodus reigned, but he is seen as having the worst traits of many bad rulers before him
· Maximinus – a Thracian – was named Thrax; he causes absolute hysteria when he comes to the throne. He never really visited Rome, and the three years of his reign were absolute nightmares to those residing in the empire
· The Roman empire as a whole was comprised as a set of different relationships between provinces and areas of the empire
· Imperial Crises – between 235-284- can be fit into four categories: Political, Military, Economic, and Spiritual
· The 50 years after the death of the last Severan, saw 26 emperors, only two of which died of natural causes
· By the time the Persians and the Germanic People began to invade, the roman world was in such a state of disarray, all that was needed to evoke chaos, was just a little push
· Rome was “sleepwalking” into a disaster

· According to some reports, during the second plague, in the 250s, Alexandria lost half of its population, and Rome lost 5000 each day
· The Roman economy was never particularly healthy, from a modern standpoint

· In order to pay for soldiers, military, etc, Base metals were used to fill the money, which effectively devalues the currency

· Instead of silver, the money was now 90% base metals and alloy, and 10% silver

· Price gauging also existed
· People were devastated by the loss, structure, and financial ruin of the decades we are entering. There is no central government- military leaders are proclaimed emperor by their troops. There is no central emperor figure any longer
· There was no mass communication, there was just chaos
· The question on many peoples mind was “what are we doing to offend the gods”

· The next question was “who is to blame for such a misfortune”

· In 249 CE, came Decius- a man who thought he had all the answers. He was a roman emperor during 249-251. He was either of a Roman or Romanized family. Practically nothing is known of his political career, but much of his time was spent as a soldier. 
· Decius commenced into putting into effect attempts to reorganize and reform the empire. Unfortunately, he was being constantly called away to deal with military crisis. He met defeat in a swamp, and his body was never recovered
· Some suggested that he was suffering the judgement of his god, because he showed himself to be a theorist. He decided that the prevailing state of crisis was a result of laxity in morals. He revived the obsolete office of censor.  He pinned his faith on the almost abandoned religion of traditional Roman practises. 
· The text of his edicts has not survived
· Sacrificatus – meaning that one had made a sacrifice
· Thurificatus – meaning one that had burned incense

· One could get out of getting certified by a libelli[us], by purchasing one, which was illegal

· Those who bought the libellius, were known as libellatici. A number of these libelli are from Alexandria. These libelli show all sorts of variation
· Many of the names appearing in the libelli were women

· It was a belief that women made up the majority of Christians

· To be sure, the libelli were employed more often than influential and rich Christians
· Those who refused to sacrifice were often imprisoned. Those who died in prison were seen as martyrs

· Those who did undertake to sacrifice, or acquired a libellius, became apostates. An apostate is one who willingly walked away from their religion. The church gave them this title because they slipped/walked away from the community of the church

· The Decian persecution was by far the worst and most damaging faced by the church at the time
· Valerian, one of Decius’ successors, begins another persecution, because he believed that the persecution by Decius was effective, but not effective enough
· Valerian prosecuted bishops, deacons, etc immediately

· By 258, Christians had penetrated the imperial household
· These are the first real persecutions of the church

· Two metropolitans lost their leaders: Sixtus, Bishop of Rome was executed on August 6 258, Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage was executed in September 258

