CLA 233H1 S:  Roman Society and Culture

April/May Examinations 2007

Duration:  3 Hours

STUDY GUIDE FOR FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination will be written on Tuesday 24 April at A.M. 9 to 12 in MR 202 for A-MOM and in MR 215 for MON-Z, at 12 Queen's Park Crescent West.  Along with the presiding officer(s) appointed by the Faculty, I shall be present.  Please plan to arrive promptly to the examination room.

The final examination is worth 60% of your total course grade.

NO WRITTEN, VERBAL, OR ELECTRONIC AIDS ARE PERMITTED!

General Conduct:  After you have arrived in the examination room, PLEASE shut off all electronic equipment.  You have exactly three hours to complete the examination and if you finish within the last ten minutes, you are not allowed to leave until the presiding officers dismiss the room.

Marking Scheme:  The final examination is divided into three sections, and scored for 60 total points.  The first section (40 questions, 10 points of your grade), factual and essentially objective, will follow the same format as your in-class examinations.  It will be possible, and indeed preferable, for you to answer the great majority of these questions with short, one or two word answers, or a short phrase at the most.  In the second section (5 questions, 25 points of your grade), you will have a selection of seven “gobbets” (passages) chosen for their relevance from your course readings for this class, and you will be asked to identify and to comment on only five of these.  In the last section you will be asked to compose an essay on a prepared topic (25 points of your grade; see below).

Review Guide :
The questions in the first section are cumulative.  In order to answer the “gobbets” questions in the second section, it goes without saying that a general familiarity with the course readings is essential.  To cover the commentary sufficiently, you should a. fully identify the author and work from which the given passage is taken and b. comment on the literary / cultural / contextual / historical relevance of the passage.  Be sure to compose your commentary with facts that support it, and with SPECIFIC references to both ancient and modern sources in the form of quotations or illustrative discussion.  Compositions which do not follow these clear and simple criteria will fail without exception.  

Essay Question:  In this section you will be asked to compose an interpretive essay on one of the topics below. In order to answer the question sufficiently, the essay should be at least 1,500 – 2,000 words in length.  Be sure to justify and to document your arguments with FACTS that support it, and with SPECIFIC references to both ancient and modem sources in the form of quotations or illustrative examples.  Essays which do not follow these criteria will fail without exception.

1.  In your course readings you have had the opportunity to read Apuleius’ Golden Ass, or Metamorphoses.  Taking into consideration the cultural milieu of the Second Sophistic alongside the depiction of the narrator’s crisis of identity and eventual conversion, what would you say is the aim of the work?  Are there any instances which might conflict with this reading of the novel?

2.  From the earliest period in Roman history, the eldest male in the household possessed patria potestas, which gave him absolute authority over his family.  But the march of time and ideas and political climate often brings change.  Compose an in which you show how, if at all, the status of women in the Roman Empire differs from the status of women in the Roman Republic.

3.  You have seen how the senatorial aristocracy of the later Roman empire (to its eventual detriment) tenaciously and desperately clung to the ideals and beliefs of the past.  Consider this senatorial aristocracy in the second half of the 4th century C.E. (350 – 395) and write an essay in which you show the efforts it undertook to preserve its identity in the world of Late Antiquity.  
