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Description
A study of the tools and methods involved in the process of New Testament interpretation, with special attention to the context and needs of the church. Consideration will be given to contemporary hermeneutical discussion, to a full range of contemporary exegetical methods, and to the nature and function of the NT as scripture, all in conjunction with a thorough and practical examination of a particular NT text.

 

Class Procedure
The course content will be developed along two tracks. One hour each week will be given over to a series of lectures, organized according to the following outline:

 

1.
Texts and Meanings


1.1
Introduction


1.2
Making Sense of Texts: Authors, Texts, Readers


1.3
Interpretation and Meaning



1.31  Hermeneutics: The Rules of the Interpretive Game



1.32  Exegesis: The Practice of Interpretation



1.33  The Historical-Critical Method and the Hermeneutical




Problem

 

2.
The NT as Scripture


2.1
Scripture and God: Models of Revelation


2.2
Scripture and the Community of Faith


2.3
Towards a Kerygma-Centred Hermeneutic

 

The second hour each week will be more practical in orientation, concerned with the actual process of interpreting the scriptural text. The majority of our time in this second track will be given over to a seminar-format study of a selected passage (Philemon), for which students will be required to do preparatory work.

 

Requirements
A final mark for the course will be based on evaluations in two areas, the first of which will be weighted slightly higher than the second. 

1. Term Work (60%) - Seminar discussion will take as its starting point a set of exegetical questions prepared by the instructor. There will be seven questions, each forming the basis of one seminar. Students are required to prepare written responses for four of these sets of questions, and to submit these responses at the end of the class in which the question is discussed. It is not expected that these responses be in the form of polished written essays; they can be considered as something in between a detailed outline and a rough draft. That is, what is required is the structure and substance of an answer to the question, but not necessarily polished prose. For example, in many instances, it might be appropriate to use a point-form manner of presentation. Evaluation will be based on these written submissions, together with class participation.

2. Integration Paper/Project (40%) - The second course requirement will be a paper or project whose goal is to integrate the work of the class in some appropriate way. What is being asked for here is a paper that builds on the work done in the seminars, but goes on from there to pull some of it together in a more complete way, to extend it in one way or another, or to explore its contemporary hermeneutical significance. Options include the following: 

a) Seminar Question - A paper dealing in a more polished and considered way with one of the seven seminar questions (or an aspect of one of them). Note that the paper should not simply repeat work done for the seminars. The paper should either deal with a question not prepared as part of the seminar work, or it should be based on significant additional research into some aspect of a question already covered.

b) Methodology Paper - A discussion of one of the newer or more specialized critical approaches (sociological, rhetorical, canon-critical, structuralist, feminist, liberation), with some indication of how it might be fruitfully applied to the class passage.

c) Sermon/text-to sermon paper - A written sermon based on the class passage, prepared with a specific congregational and liturgical context in mind, with an accompanying paper in which you describe the context of the sermon and reflect on the text-to-sermon process. The sermon and the accompanying paper should each be 4-6 pages in length. 

d) Reflective Paper: “The Gospel and the Text” - A paper reflecting on the process of interaction among: the gospel assumed by the text (i.e. Philemon), the gospel as understood by the interpreter, and the text itself. (More on this during the lectures.) Possible outline:

1. The gospel as I understand it

2. The text in light of the gospel as I understand it (correspondences; aspects of the text cast into fresh light; aspects of the text open to criticism)

3. The gospel as I understand it in the light of the text (aspects of my understanding of the gospel that are challenged, or open to revision/refinement, in light of the text).

e) Congregational Case Study - A paper based on a specific congregational “case,” i.e. a set of circumstances existing or having taken place in a congregation known to you, and having some point of contact with Philemon (e.g., a conflict between members of the congregation, especially a conflict arising from circumstances outside the church). The paper should attempt to bring scripture and situation together in an appropriate and fruitful way.

f) Other - ???

With the exception of the sermon, papers are to be moderate in size (8- 10 pages / 2000 - 2500 words), and scholarly in format (with footnotes or endnotes, and a bibliography). On or before March 20, students are to submit a brief proposal, containing a description of the proposed paper or project. The papers themselves are due the last day of exam week (April 19).

 

Readings
While students will be expected to do some specific reading for the course, there is no assigned text. 

As part of the process of preparing for the seminars and working on the seminar questions, students will be expected to read 250 pages or so of material pertaining to Philemon, the passage under discussion. This material is listed in the bibliography accompanying the exegesis questions, and can be found in either the reference or the reserve section in the library.

The course is designed to build on and amplify reading that has been done in introductory courses. In particular, it is assumed that students have already done some reading in two areas: (1) methods of NT interpretation, and (2) the NT as scripture. Students who want to supplement their reading can consult books from the following list:

 

 

1.
Methods of NT Interpretation
HAYES, John H. and Carl R. HOLLADAY.  Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook. 2nd ed.; Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1987

McKENZIE, Steven L. and Stephen R. HAYNES.  To Each Its Own Meaning: An Introduction to Biblical Criticisms and their Application. Louisville: Wesminster John Knox, 1993

TATE, W. Randolph.  Biblical Interpretation: An Integrated Approach. 2nd ed.; Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1997

TUCKETT, Christopher M.  Reading the New Testament: Methods of Interpretation. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987

 

2.
The NT as Scripture
SCHNEIDERS, Sandra M.  The Revelatory Text: Interpreting the New Testament as Sacred Scripture. New York: HarperCollins, 1991

FACKRE, Gabriel.  The Christian Story: A Pastoral Systematics, vol. 2, Authority: Scripture in the Church for the World. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987, esp. pp. 1-253

DULLES, Avery.  Models of Revelation. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1983

 

 

