RELIGION

A HUMAN PHENOMENON

u 00
e
O,V‘.
0,
‘t\
£
%
2 4
g o
g

]
TORONTOFE
A 9

e XX"WORLD CONGRESS §

XX™ WORLD.CONGRESS
o the
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
10y the

HISTORY OF RELIGIONS

PROCEEDINGS

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

7527 A ////(.ff 2010

—




RELIGION

A HUMAN PHENOMENON

A
%
%
3
H Z
] o
e

I}
STORONTOFE
‘9°¢ XX"WORLD CONGRESS 56
% 2010 ¢
%7 o\é{)

¥
'O,
 2tynouvesst™

XX™ WORLDA/CON GRESS
e
INTERNATIONéL,ASSOCIATION

w the

HISTORY OF RELIGIONS

PROCEEDINGS

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
1521 u@mz‘,zaw




(TERNATIONA;
W 4555,

%0,

[AHR

TORONTO
XXHWORLD CONGRESS
&

2010

&
(g

QELIGIONS
ot
R
o7y 46 raors®

53
o\
‘:«

g7
kit ¥ o&\
04 o
TTYNOIVNE

© Copyright 2011 IASR. All rights reserved.
This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part,
without written permission from the publishers.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

International Association for the History of Religions. Congress (20th
: 2010: Toronto, Ont.)

Religion : a human phenomenon : proceedings of the XXth World

Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions

/ [edited by] Donald Wiebe.

ISBN 978-0-9876934-0-2

1. Religions--History--Congresses. 1. Wiebe, Donald II. Institute
for the Advanced Study of Religion IIL Title. IV. Title: XXth World
Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions.

BL21.155 2011 200.9 C2011-905221-0

Printed and bound in Canada
Published in Canada by

the Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion

Edited by Donald Wiebe
Editorial assistance by Sydney Yeung
Design and layout by Brian Dench



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Summary Statement and Acknowledgements.................ccoccconriinnriinneniinneniinesiinnenins 1
0 PIEEACE covvuveeeiciict et 5
Welcome and ANNOUNCEIMENES ............cc.ureemreumeciineeiseessnessseessesssnssssssesssnsessssessenesssnsssssnes 7
o Professor Tim Jensen, IAHR Secretary General .........oocccconeeermnnecreveeneessssesneceenns 9
o Professor Rosalind Hackett, JAHR President......oceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseeseseeseseeeeeseesesenes 11
Introductory INfOrmation ... ssssssesssssesins 13
o What is the IAHR ..o ssssssssssssssssssssssnssns 15
o JTAHR Executive COMMIHIEES .....cccvuurrierirmeriiiiinsisesiisiisisnsssssesssssssssessesssssssssanes 15
 IAHR International COMMIEEE .........ccuuurveeurieemeriimnesiimsisissssessssssssssssssssssssesees 16
« TAHR Guidelines for Organizing IAHR World Congresses ............cccoooeevveuumeunnnnec. 17
o The IAHR Congress Tradition in Brief ...........ccocccvcomerremcnncrremnecsisienessssesnecssssenns 25
o Call for Bids to Hold the XXth TAHR CONGIESS ......currrvermrrrmeemmerrrmesmssrsessnecssssenns 26
o The Toronto Bid ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 27
o Award of the Congress to Toronto 32
o What is the TASR ...t sssssesssssssssssssssssesssees 33
» What is the Good of an International Congress? - E. M. Miiller (1874) ................. 33
Congress COMMULLEES............cceviiniriieicicenerensessa sttt sessssssesssessesns 35
o The Congress Organizing COMMUILLEE ..........vvvererireseriueserisessisisesssssesssssssssssssssees 37
o The Congress AdViSOry COMMILEE ..........cvvuererrveunriemsriimssisssnsisssnsssssessssssesssssnessees 37
+ The Congress Academic Program COMMILLEE .........cvvveerreerrireermmesnsisesesssesnesnnes 37
o The Congress SECTELATIAL ........c..cevvuererirereriissriessiissesssssesssssesssssesssssssssssessssssssses 39
The Academic PrOZIAM..........c..vvvueeieiieeeireeiieeieeesiee i sisseessses e ssssesssssssisssssssessines 41
o CONGIESS THEIME ....oovvveeriierrriiriie i sssssesssssessssssssssesssassssses 43
o Philosophy and StrUCHULE ..........covvvcvvieiireciecrcssi s ssssssesssesesenes 44
o Plenary Session SPEAKETS ...........covvwueriueeriuiessiiessiisssisssssssessssssessssssesssssssssssnessses 45
o Related Academic SESSIONS .........vvverriuerriuereriiisssisirsssisesssssssssssessssssssssssesssssnessses 48
Formal Meetings of the IAHR ... isessssesssessssens 51
o Secretary General’s Report for the Period 2005 —2010 ........c.covevrrnervrenereuenereeenennns 53
« Minutes of the Meeting of the IAHR International Committee ..........cccoccccouinnenueens 71
+ Minutes of the General Assembly of the IAHR ........ccoccceomvvnnerinnerirnnesirnnesiienennns 87
o Minutes of the JAHR Women Scholars NetWork ..........occcveceneeenneceneceeneceunecesnecnnns 97
o TAHR Financial Statement ...........oecceueevvmecrmimeeriiseisicssssesssssnessssssesssssnesssssnesssssnesess 99
The Congress Director’s General Report on the XXth IAHR World Congress ......... 103
The Congress Administrator’s Statistical Report ..o, 131
Abstracts of Papers for the XXth IAHR Congress..............oocconeeuneeeenmecinecernneessecseneeeenne. 135
« Papers/Presentations 137
« Plenary Presentations 151
o Related Academic Sessions 157
o Sessions/Individual PAPers* ..........coewervennerrinnesmisesmiessisncsssssssssnsssssssssssnesesens 159
Alphabetic List of All Congress Participants ................cocccoveeeoneeennecenneceneeeesecsnecessseeenne. 445

* All abstracts marked with * indicate that the abstract was accepted but not presented at the Congress

XX™ WORLD CONGREssf%Z INTERNATIONAL ASSOC[ATIOI\% te HISTORY/ RELIGIONS



Professor Russell McCutcheon
and his colleagues in the Department of Religion
at the University of Alabama,

whose generous financial support
was a significant contribution
to the initial planning and final success of
the XXth World Congress of the
International Association for the History of Religions.
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The International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR)
is a worldwide body of national and regional associations
committed to the scientific study of religion and religions.

It was founded in 1950, although the first of the world congresses it supports
was held in Paris in 1900. The world congresses are now held every five years.

The IAHR is a member of the Conseil international de la philosophie
et des sciences humaines (CIPSH) which functions
under the auspices of UNESCO.

The International Association for the History of Religions,
the Congress Secretariat,
and the Organizing Committee gratefully acknowledge

1) the support of the institutions who have acted as Patrons of the Congress
by providing substantial financial support to assist the costs associated
with the plenary lectures;

2) those institutions and individuals who have graciously acted as benefactors
in providing funds to assist scholars from weak-economy societies and
students to attend and participate in the Congress; and

3) the support of the institutions who have made the Congress possible
by means of support in services or in kind.

Honorary Congress Chair

Professor Armin W. Geertz
Aarhus University
Congress Chair
Professor Rosalind Hackett,
University of Tennessee: President, AHR
Congress Directors
Professor Donald Wiebe, University of Trinity College, University of Toronto, Director
Professor Russell McCutcheon, University of Alabama, Associate Director

Professor Abrahim Khan, University of Toronto, Associate Chair, Congress Secretariat
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PREFACE
Once every five years the International Association for the History of Religions
(IAHR) convenes a “world congress” of scholars in Religious Studies and related
disciplines and fields of research from around the world. The first of the congresses
was held in Paris in 1900, with the next eight being held in various European cities.
The first of the world congresses held outside of Europe took place in Tokyo in
1958. The first to be held in America took place in Claremont, California in 1965
with an intervening congress held at shorter notice in Marburg in 1960. Two
further congresses were held in Europe in Stockholm and Lancaster in 1970 and
1975 with the following two moving beyond Europe to Winnipeg in 1980 and
Sydney in 1985. Rome was awarded the 1990 Congress, the second time it acted as
host for this event and was followed by three congresses outside Europe and North
America: Mexico in 1995, Durban in 2000, and Tokyo, for its second congress, in
2005. The 2010 Congress in Toronto, then, marks the third time the IAHR has
awarded the world congress to a North American centre, with Canada hosting the
event for the second time.

This volume makes available to participants in the XXth IAHR World Congress a
general record of the congress organization and activities. This volume should also
be of significant value to historians and other specialists in the field of Religious
Studies. The formal record of the Congress proceedings includes information about
those who organized the Congress, supervised the daily activities, structured the
academic program, and oversaw the IAHR business conducted at the Congress, as
well as other information about the ongoing work of the IAHR. More detailed
information about these activities is contained in correspondence during
preparation for the congress and in various local committee arrangements and the
like which have been placed in the University of Trinity College archives.

The record of the academic substance of the program constitutes the larger portion
of this volume; an asterisk beside the title indicates that the paper was accepted for
inclusion in the program but the authors were unable to present, either because of a
lack of financial support making it impossible for them to attend or because of a
failure in obtaining a visa to enter the country. We very much regret that we were
unable to assist these scholars either financially or in persuading our government
to provide them with permission to enter the country, but are happy to be able to
inform the scholarly religious studies community of their research interests and
their interest in the IJAHR.

I wish to thank Professor Tim Jensen, Secretary General of the IAHR, for providing
us with the minutes for the various meetings of IAHR committees and of the
General Assembly and for the IAHR financial statements; Professor Abrahim Khan
for his innumerable hours of work on the Congress and advice on this volume of
proceedings; and Ms. Sydney Yeung, our Congress Administrator, who not only
prepared all the statistical reports found in this volume of proceedings but also
served the Congress well in the gracious support she provided congress
participants in their planning for and participation in the Congress.

Donald Wiebe
Congress Director
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Welcome and Announcements - PROCEEDINGS 9

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Congress participants, members of the JAHR.

It is a privilege, a pleasure and an honour to be granted this opportunity to
welcome you to the IAHR Toronto 2010 World Congress.

At the previous Tokyo 2005 World Congress, several members voiced a
wish that the JAHR tighten up its academic profile, in regard to its general
policy and to its congresses.

One such voice was that of Toronto 2010 Congress Director Donald Wiebe,
and, as I read the Program Book, there can be no doubt about it: Prof. Wiebe,
the Academic Program Chairs and the chairs of sections and subsections have
done a magnificent job to help secure that the academic business of the IAHR,
the business we are all here to conduct, is first class. I thank all of you.

But there is no IAHR, no IAHR World Congress, and no first class academic
program without you, the participants and members of the IAHR. Many of you
gathered here have been actively engaged in proposing and coordinating papers
and sessions - and of course preparing your own papers. Your hard work and
dedication as regards the academic study of religions and the quality of the
academic program of this Congress is essential to the furthering of the aims of
the JAHR.

Consequently, I look forward, with great expectations, to the academic
program ahead of us. I am also looking forward, however, to another side of
the JAHR World Congress, namely the IAHR business meetings: the
meetings of the outgoing Executive Committee and the incoming Executive
Committee, the meeting of the International Committee Meeting
Wednesday 9am to 1pm, and that of the General Assembly, Saturday 11am
to 1pm.

The International Committee Meeting, however, is not open to all the
members of the IAHR. but only to up to two officers or specially designated
representatives from each of the current 37 national 5 regional IAHR
member societies and associations. Up to two officers or representatives
from associations applying for membership or affiliation are also very
welcome as observers with speaking rights.

In contrast to this, the General Assembly is open to all individual members
of the national and regional IAHR member associations. Voting rights,
though, are restricted to those individuals who have paid their membership
fee to their respective associations.

Now, you can all read more about this aspect of the business of the IAHR in
the JAHR Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010. The print version,
unfortunately, is a limited edition due to the printing costs, and I therefore
kindly direct your attention to the web version at the IAHR website.

XX WORLD CONGRESS /¢ INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION /4 te HISTORY /RELIGIONS



10 PROCEEDINGS  Welcome and Announcements

The documents enclosed in it speak of important developments and
discussions within the IAHR; within its elected leadership and its
constituency, and thus within the institutionalized academic study of
religions around the world. The documents constitute important ‘source
material’ for scholars of religion. Another reason for asking you to
familiarize yourself with this side of the Congress and the IAHR is this:
shared knowledge about past and present activities of the IAHR - activities
aimed at furthering the goals of the IAHR, i.e., the promotion of the
academic study of religion and the international collaboration of religion
scholars is a necessary condition for the continuous building and re-
building of the JAHR as a global community of scholars with an - ever so
contested — shared academic ‘identity’.

The IAHR Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition tells about the activities of the
IAHR Executive and International committees over the past 5-10 years,
and it thus gives you a picture of what your elected leadership has

accomplished and not — and what their ambitions and visions for the IAHR
look like.

Each and every IAHR World Congress constitutes sort of a milestone in the
IAHRS history. The IAHR XXth World Congress, Toronto August 15-21,
2010 will be no exception to the rule.

It will, I am equally sure, be a significant contribution to proving that the
IAHR, as proudly stated in the revised policy statement, actually is “the
pre-eminent international forum for the critical, analytical and cross-
cultural study of religion, past and present’, and as added in order to help
tighten up the academic profile “not a forum for confessional, apologetical,
or other similar concerns”

I thank all of you for taking part in this Congress and thus making the
IAHR what it is and is supposed to be. I am looking forward to meeting
many more of you face to face during this Congress. Please do not hesitate
to contact me if you have any questions in regard to the business meetings
and the IAHR business in general.

Thank you.

Tim Jensen
IAHR Secretary General

RELIGION: A HUMAN PHENOMENON - 15-21 AUGUST, 2010 - TORONTO, CANADA
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Welcome to Toronto and to the XXth JAHR World Congress!

Congratulations on having overcome the challenges of international travel
and global economic downturns to make it to this major academic event!
Since our congresses are held but once every five years they are always a
grand occasion. Each Congress offers an unparalleled opportunity to
interact and collaborate with colleagues from every corner of the globe, and
provides a forum for executing the business of our worldwide professional
association.

This year’s Congress theme is both timely and provocative for all those of us
committed to the historical, academic study of religion. There is an exciting
line-up of plenary speakers to regale you from a range of disciplinary
perspectives. The Academic Program Committee has created a cornucopia
of panels for you to choose from. These reflect the rich diversity of our field
as well as the perduring methodological questions that characterize a
critical, comparative, and cross-cultural approach to the study of religion.

The setting for the 2010 Congress is ideal in that Toronto is one of the
world’s most cosmopolitan cities, and the University of Toronto is renowned
for its diverse faculty and student population, as well as its programs for the
study of religion. We trust that you will enjoy the campus, the city, and the
environs.

We are grateful to the University and to the City of Toronto for welcoming
us to Canada. But we would not be assembled here without the herculean
efforts of the Congress Director, Professor Donald Wiebe, and his team to
make this event a reality. They have laboured for years to plan and develop
this Congress. We all have one week to help make it a memorable success. I
sincerely hope that your experience at this XXth World Congress will
enrich not just your own scholarship but also your respective institutions,
regions, and associations.

Warmest regards,

Rosalind 1.]. Hackett
President, the International Association for the History of Religions

1
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Introductory Information - PROCEEDINGS 15

WHAT IS THE IAHR?

The International Association for
the History of Religions (IAHR)
is a worldwide body of national
and regional associations for the
academic study of religion, and is
a member of the Conseil
International de la Philosophie et
des Sciences Humaines/ The International
Council for Philosophy and Humanistic
Studies (CIPSH) under the auspices of
UNESCO.

The JAHR was founded in 1950 on the
occasion of the 7th international congress of
the history of religions in Amsterdam. During
the last World Congress in Toronto, Canada,
2010, the IAHR grew to 40 national, 6 regional,
and 4 affiliate associations, reflecting the
international and global diversity of the
association. (For full details see Member
Associations.)

The IAHR is composed of a General Assembly,
an International Committee, and an Executive
Committee. The General Assembly meets at
each Quinquennial Congress and is composed
of all members of constituent societies of the

The International Committee,
% which consists of two voting
delegates from each national or
regional association, meets
,.‘,,90 ®  during every Congress to elect
ot the Executive Committee, and to

make recommendations on

matters of importance to the IAHR. The
International Committee also meets once
between the congresses. The Executive
Committee consists of 12 members,
representing major areas of the world, and
features as reasonable a gender balance, as
possible. For full details of these bodies see
Constitution and By-Laws.

N
&';‘IJ 10} o

s,

The IAHR holds world congresses every five
years. The venue for the next (XXIth) Congress
will be determined by the Executive
Committee of the JAHR in July, 2011. The
IAHR also sponsors regional and special
conferences during the quinquennial periods,
and carries on a tradition of holding its
congresses and conferences in as many parts of
the world as possible. This serves to support
the work of IAHR affiliates, and to encourage

association present at that congress.

President

Vice-President
Vice-President

General Secretary

Deputy General Secretary
Treasurer

Deputy Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Publications Secretary
Internet Officer

Member without portfolio
Member without portfolio

international collaboration and intercultural
exchange between scholars.

2005-2010

Rosalind I. J. Hackett (USA)
Gerrie ter Haar (The Netherlands)
Akio Tsukimoto (Japan)

Tim Jensen (Denmark)

Ingvild Seelid Gilhus (Norway)
Gary Lease, USA

Pratap Kumar (South Africa)
Abrahim Khan (Canada)

Brian Bocking (United Kingdom)
Francisco Diez de Velasco (Spain)
Morny Joy (Canada)

Alef Theria Wasim (Indonesia)

Note: Elected Treasurer, Gary Lease, passed away January 4, 2008. Elected
Deputy Treasurer, Pratap Kumar resigned December 2008. General
Secretary Tim Jensen functioned as Acting Treasurer thereafter.
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16 PROCEEDINGS - Introductory Information

President

Vice-President
Vice-President

General Secretary

Deputy General Secretary
Treasurer

Deputy Treasurer
Publications Officer
Membership Secretary
Internet Officer

Member without portfolio
Member without portfolio

2010-2015

Rosalind 1.]. Hackett (USA)
Ingvild S. Gilhus (Norway)
Abdulkader Tayob (South Africa)
Tim Jensen (Denmark)

Maria del Mar Marcos Sanchez (Spain)
Brian Bocking (Ireland)
Marianna Shakhnovich (Russia)
Morny Joy (Canada)

Abrahim H. Khan (Canada)

Silas Guerriero (Brazil)

Satoko Fujiwara (Japan)
Amarjiva Lochan (India)

The following representatives of the IAHR member societies and associations were present:

Africa (AASR): Afe Adogame
& Jan G. Platvoet

Austria (OGRW): Karl Baier

Belgium/Luxembourg: none

Brazil (ABHR/BAHR): none

Canada (CSSR/ SCER) [one vote only]:
Darlene Juschka

Canada (Québec) (SQER) [one vote only]:
Patrice Brodeur

China (CARS): Zhuo Xinping

Cuba (ACER): Ofelia Perez

Czech Republic: David Zbiral

Denmark (DASR): Jeppe Sinding Jensen
& Jesper Serensen

Eastern Africa (EAASR): none

Europe (EASR): Kim Knott

Finland: Tuula Sakaranaho
& Veikko Anttonen

France: Charles Guittard & Regine Guittard

Germany (DVRW): Christoph Bochinger
& Katja Triplett

Greece (GSSCR): Panayotis Pachis;

Hungary: Mihaly Hoppal

India (IASR): H.S. Prasad

Indonesia: none

Israel: none; Italy: Giovanni Casadio
& Marco Pasi

Japan: Susumu Shimazono & Yoshitsugu Sawai

Latin America (ALER): none
Mexico: Yolotl Gonzales
Netherlands (NGG): Kocku von Stuckrad
New Zealand (NZASR): Will Sweetman
Nigeria (NASR): none
Norway (NRF): Knut A. Jacobsen
Poland: none
Romania (RAHR): none
Russia: none
Slovakia (SS_N/SASR): none
South Korea (KAHR): Chae Young Kim
Southern Africa (ASRSA): Johan Strijdom
South and Southeast Asian Association
for the Study of Culture and Religion
(SSEASR): Sophana Srichampa
& Amarjiva Lochan
Spain (SECR): Mar Marcos Santos
Sweden (SSRF): Susanne Olsson
& Jenny Berglund
Switzerland (SGR/SSSR): Maya Burger
& Christoph Uehlinger
Turkey (TAHR): Ali Rafet Ozkan
Ukraine (UARR): Anatoliy Kolodnyy
& Liudmyla Fylypovych
United Kingdom (BASR): Bettina Schmidt
& James Cox
United States (NAASR): Willi Braun
& Robert Yelle

RELIGION: A HUMAN PHENOMENON -
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IAHR GUIDELINES FOR ORGANIZING IAHR WORLD CONGRESSES

1 Finance and budget

The IAHR is not in a position to cover
expenses, except for extending small loans for
initial expenses, and partial funding for 2 or 3
key participants through CIPSH. Although the
academic program has the highest priority, it is
recommended that the financial aspects are
accorded equally high priority when a national
association considers the possibility of hosting
an JAHR World Congress.

Unless the services of a professional conference
agency are secured, it is strongly advised that a
corporate group be established to handle the
financial structure of the Congress so that no
single person becomes liable for unforeseen
losses. This group must include a professional
accountant or someone familiar with
accounting procedures. The IAHR cannot be
held liable for financial losses. At some point,
the organizers may have to sign various legally
binding contracts, be it for the venue, or
organizing agency, for example. Sometimes a
university office may back this, but in most
cases this is unlikely. Consequently, consulting
a lawyer is highly advisable.

1.1 Income

The main source of income is the registration
fee. The most recent Congress fee (the 2010
Congress in Toronto) was $400 CND with a
late fee of $450 CND. The Executive
Committee strongly recommends staying close
to these figures (as inflation allows).

Participation in JAHR Congresses has in the
past varied from 350-1500. If a Congress is
well organized and well publicized, a large
number of people can be expected to
participate, and the income from the
registration fee consequently could increase.
However, when creating the budget, it may be
wise to calculate realistically with about 500 -
600 participants in mind, and to create the
budget on the basis of 450-500 participants
paying a full registration fee.

1.1.2 Additional sources of income

Other sources of income should be looked for,
right from the outset. Business, government
and other organizations in the host country
should be explored. A difficulty in securing
corporate funding for IAHR Congresses is that
they do not necessarily see tangible benefits.
Sometimes, they may be more willing to
commit if they are asked to sponsor specific
activities (e. g the opening event, receptions, or
cultural events). Efforts can also be made by
those IAHR members, who are closest to the
host country in terms of residence and/or
scholarly interests, to raise funds from
embassies, publishers, journals, local
businesses, airlines, transport agencies,
foundations and benefactors. Congress patrons
should be encouraged to help organize and use
their influence in fund raising campaigns.

Donations from the local association, from
some of the more affluent national and regional
member associations of the IAHR, as well as
from individual local and international
scholars should be also part of the strategy,
developed in cooperation with the Executive
Committee of the IAHR.

Finally, in order to economize, or even make
money out of the Congress, it is important to
select an efficient but not overly expensive,
conference agency. They can assist in ensuring
that profitable arrangements and contracts are
entered into in such a way that a certain
percentage of commissions, which most
organizing agencies get from the hotels they
contract for accommodation, are recovered.
Besides the commission, conference agencies
can generally help secure one free room for
every 25-30 rooms. This can be factored into
the budget when calculating the costs for
hosting keynote speakers, and scholars from
less affluent countries and associations, for
example.
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1.1.3 CIPSH (conseil international de la
philosophie et des sciences humaines/
international council for philosophy and
humanistic studies)

The IAHR is sometimes able to pay for the
flight expenses of 2 or 3 key people from
countries with weak currencies with the help
of a CIPSH subvention. Usually, the subvention
totals about $5,000 to cover such expenses.
Unfortunately, UNESCO has its own financial
difficulties and consequently the funding
potential of CIPSH faces an uncertain future.

1.2 Budget

When creating a budget, the following list of
possible expenses should be included in
estimates:

1. Venue
. Opening ceremony
. Welcome reception

2
3
4. Banquet/party
5. Closing event
6

. Local transportation arrangements (e.g.,
from airport, from hotel/venue to event
venues)

7. Tea/coffee and snacks during session
breaks (if the Congress secretariat bears
the cost)

8. Congress organizing company fee

9. Administrative costs (e.g., faxes,
telephones, postage, website creation and
management)

10. Congress bags, folders, pens, gifts

11. Printing of program, book of abstracts, list
of participants, program changes,
brochures flyers, and Congress
Proceedings, etc.

12. Book exhibit related costs (venue,

equipment, etc. These can be charged to
the exhibitors)

13. Media coverage and videotaping

important events of the Congress, such as
keynote addresses

14. Communication equipment on site
(phones, computers, walkie-talkies,

pagers)
15. Expenses of keynote speakers

16. Expenses (accommodation, and in some
cases, travel expenses) of the members of
the JAHR Executive Committee

17. Expenses connected with preparatory
meetings of local organizers

18. Expenses connected with at least one
preparatory meeting with the Deputy
General Secretary of the IAHR (travel, and
accommodation)

19. Part of the expenses connected with one
preparatory meeting with the President,
the General Secretary, and the Treasurer of
the TAHR

20. Grants-in-aid for a certain number of
scholars and participants from less affluent
countries

21. Costs of simultaneous translation as
needed.

22. Inflation costs of 5-10% per annum (Note:
Bear in mind that the budget will be
prepared a few years before the actual
event.)

23. Any other unexpected and miscellaneous
items

1.3 Deposits and loans

In the event of the need of a small deposit in
order to secure a conference center and/ or to
secure a professional Congress organization,
most sponsors are unwilling to provide such
funding so far in advance. The IAHR is
therefore prepared to extend a reasonable
amount as a loan without interest. This amount
is usually no more than $2000 USD.
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2 Schedule

Communication procedures should be worked
out well in advance - at the latest three years
ahead of time. Information and updates should
appear on a well organized basis (for instance,
published in the JAHR Bulletin and/or at the
Congress website).

2.1 Third year prior to Congress

Choosing and contracting the organizing
company/agency, choosing the Congress site
and preliminary contracts, fixing exact date of
the event, securing a travel agent (if different
from organizing agency), deciding on a
Congress logo, printing the Congress poster,
invitations to exhibitors, soliciting financial
support, working out pre- and post-Congress
events, setting hotel tariffs, and sending out the
first circular towards the end of the year. The
first circular can be sent in packages to each
association asking them to ensure that a
circular is sent to each of their members, but
this has to be carefully considered in terms of
expenses and effectiveness. Several member
associations do not have the means to mail the
circular to all members, and electronic
communication may be preferred.

From this point on, Congress staff must handle
inquiries efficiently and quickly, and it is
therefore advisable that the local organizing
committee and/or agency be already in place.

2.2 Second year prior to the Congress

Send out the second circular (and poster) with
the preliminary list of coordinators and events
during the second half of the year.

2.3 Last year prior to the Congress

Deadlines for Papers, Panels, Symposia and
abstracts, orders for exhibition space,
reservations of book and magazine stands,
booking of entertainers, and finalization of
contracts with relevant companies.
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2.4 The year of the Congress

Deadlines for pre-Congress registrations
including receipt of Congress fee at the
beginning of the year, final edition of the
program to be published sent out to registered
participants, book of abstracts to be sent out
prior to the Congress (if possible, or make
available online and distribute published
versions at Congress itself).

2.5 Final preparations

Opening reception, welcome event, etc. The
registration desk should be at least partially
open several days before the Congress officially
opens.

3 Personnel and organizing committees

The success of a Congress depends to a large
extent on the effectiveness of the committee
structure. Since it is an JAHR event in
cooperation with an IAHR affiliate, there will
be the need for an International Congress
Committee acting in cooperation with the
Local Organizing Committee or Congress
Secretariat. The local committee consists of the
officers of the affiliate IAHR association/s and
other key persons, and is supported by a
pyramid of working committees that have clear
areas of responsibility. There is also the World
Congress Advisory Committee, consisting of
local and national leaders, in addition to
well-known cultural personalities, and senior
scholars. The Congress Academic Program
Committee will be discussed below.

The committee structure has three main
functions:

1) to ensure the effective planning and
functioning of the Congress,

2) to ensure effective cooperation between
the local and international levels, and

3) to ensure clear demarcation of areas of
responsibility.
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3.1 Congress Secretariat

The stages of activity before the actual
Congress, such as announcements, circulars,
registrations, call for panel proposals, call for
papers, collection of abstracts, and the
publication of the Congress program and the
book of abstracts, are clearly the most
important aspects of the Congress process.
Many of the failures and successes of prior
IAHR Congresses have been due to the way
these aspects were handled. These activities
have two purposes: the first is to reach out to as
many potential participants as possible, and
the second is to ensure an interesting and
stimulating Congress program. Letters of
invitation and confirmation must be sent out
promptly so that participants can apply for
funding. The names and contact details of
those responsible for symposia, panels, etc.
must be prominently advertised. This job can
be carried out by a committee consisting of
reliable student assistants and junior scholars
under the supervision of one of the officers of
the Congress, but it could also be handled by a
professional Congress organization. It is
essential that a Congress website be developed
in order to facilitate and rationalize the
registration and information process. Congress
secretariat e-mail, fax, and phone facilities
must be working from the earliest possible
moment.

3.2 International Congress Committee.

Since it is an JAHR event in cooperation with
an JAHR affiliate, there will be the need for an
International Congress Committee, normally
consisting of the General Secretary and the
Treasurer of the IAHR, as well as resource
persons on the Executive Committee of the
IAHR or persons with some insight into the
hosting aspects, together with the officers of
the local organizing committee/Congress
Secretariat. The General Secretary of the IAHR
or a person designated for the job must be kept
routinely informed by e-mail, fax, or phone of
the progress of the various phases of the
Congress.

The local organizers can also expect to receive
visits and enquiries now and then from one or
more IAHR officers. Furthermore, it is also
required that the General Secretary of the IAHR
receives a copy of the full address listing of all
the participants.

3.3 Local Organizing Committee/
Congress Secretariat

The organizing committee consists of the officers
of the affiliate IAHR association/s and other key
persons. The organizing committee is supported
by a pyramid of working committees that have
clear areas of responsibility: funding
(professional fund raisers might be advisable),
transportation, logistics, registration and tours
(it is strongly urged that this job is carried out by
a professional travel or tourist agent), academic
program, correspondence and confirmations,
cultural program (cultural activities,
entertainment, exhibitions, art galleries, etc.),
public relations, office management during the
Congress itself (photocopying, faxing,
communication facilities, materials for drawing
up announcements), and so on. During the
Congress itself, a committee (e.g., welcome
committee) should be in place to take care of the
Congress participants: making sure that their
journey from airport to hotel is worked out in
advance, assisting participants in various ways
during the Congress, and assisting the symposia
and panel chairpersons. These matters can be
worked out by a travel or Congress organizing
company/agent. In Mexico City, for example, the
participants and chairpersons were personally
taken care of by the students from a tourist
business school.

Past Congresses have amply demonstrated that
senior scholars should not be burdened with the
actual running of things, but serve instead as the
patrons and advisors of the Congress. With their
greater academic and institutional experiences,
they can be more involved in the larger structures
of the Congress organization and
communication, so that younger, energetic
scholars can be given the responsibility of the
day-to-day planning and running of the
Congress.
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4 The Congress site/venue

Care should be taken in choosing the Congress
site. Atmosphere, function, transportation, and
economy must be kept in mind. Furthermore,
there must a range of rooms and public spaces
to accommodate the following categories: the
Congress secretariat, committee meetings,
receptions and meetings hosted by national
and regional associations and publishers,
plenary sessions, panels, symposia and
roundtables, public meeting areas, film rooms,
rooms for cultural events, exhibition areas,
press and communication, cloak room,
registration desk, information, tours and travel
desk, restaurant and cafeteria, postal services,
first aid, and security.

Congress organizers should carefully consider
the advantages as well as disadvantages of
using a university as compared to a hotel
venue. In terms of finance, a university may be
preferred, for financial reasons, but in terms of
transportation, atmosphere, the need for
having business meetings, receptions, cultural
events after the academic program during the
day, a hotel venue may be preferred. Since it is
a major financial decision, organizers should
bear in mind the costs involved in either case.
Access to local restaurants, shops and
entertainment spots, as well as local
transportation, may also be a consideration.

Congress participants should be given the
option of choosing from a running scale of
hotel prices. Homestays and/or dormitory
accommodation should also be looked into.

5 Academic, business,
and cultural programs

The Deputy General Secretary of the IAHR is
the key person from the IAHR Executive
Committee in regard to the academic program.
It is likewise the Deputy General Secretary,
who, together with the Publications Secretary
and the local hosts, is responsible for securing,
editing and overseeing matters pertaining to
the Congress proceedings, adjunct proceedings,
and spin-off publications.
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5.1 Official languages

The official languages of the IAHR Congress
are English, French, and the local language, if
applicable.

5.2 Duration of Congress

The IAHR Congress normally lasts 6 days, and
with the exception of the 2005 Tokyo Congress,
it has generally taken place in August or
September. The following is a guide: Arrivals
and registration on Sunday with opening
receptions on Sunday afternoon/evening; the
main events during the week with a day off for
excursions (usually on Wednesday), and a
farewell banquet (on Friday evening). The
meeting of the General Assembly to be held on
Saturday morning is followed by the official
closing of the Congress.

5.3 The academic program

The academic program consists of six major
groupings: 1. Keynote addresses, 2. Plenary
sessions, 3. Organized panels, 4. Symposia, 5.
Individual papers, 6. Roundtable sessions.

5.3.1 Keynote addresses

The keynote addresses are given by
distinguished scholars who are invited by the
Congress Academic Program Committee.

5.3.2 Plenary sessions

A plenary session consists of an address by a
speaker on a particular topic and responses by
a panel of experts to the keynote speakers.

5.3.3 Organized panels

The organized panels consist of usually four
panelists (3 presenters and + a respondent, or 4
presenters and no respondent/discussant), with
a panel convener as the chair. The duration is 2
hours, and it is expected that the convener of
the panel will directly contact panelists and put
together a single proposal for the entire panel.
The proposal should contain the title of the
panel, the names and institutional affiliations of
the panellists (and respondent), and a 150 word
abstract of the topic. The proposal must be sent
by the convener.
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5.3.4 Symposia

Groups of scholars engaged in a particular
project which will likely lead to publication
may submit a proposal for a symposium. It is
expected that these groups will circulate their
papers for discussion prior to the Congress (if
not, enough copies should be brought to the
Congress for the other symposium
participants). The proposal should contain the
title of the symposium, the names and
institutional affiliations of the panelists (and
respondent, if appropriate), and a 150 word
abstract of the topic. The duration of the
symposium is 2 hours. The proposal must be
sent by the convener.

5.3.5 Roundtable sessions

Roundtable sessions consist of a maximum of
10 participants around a table. There are two
types of roundtable formats.

5.3.5.1 Roundtables with titled papers

These are meant for more detailed discussion
among scholars on their respective research
projects. Space for these sessions is limited.
Proposals should consist of the title of the
paper, full name and institutional affiliation of
the presenter, and a 150 word abstract. Those
whose proposals are accepted will subsequently
need to send 10 copies of the complete paper
in advance for circulation among those who
register for the roundtable sessions.

Scholars are encouraged to advertise their
proposed roundtable sessions among their
peers to enable maximum participation.

5.3.5.2 Roundtables with open discussion

These are intended to provide a forum for
open-ended on a topic of common interest to
the invited speakers. No paper titles or
abstracts are required, but the convenor must
provide a title and proposal for the roundtable,
with a list of the participants.

5.3.6 Individual papers

Individuals are welcome to submit individual
papers. Every attempt will be made to organize
the individual papers into coherent sessions. In
any given session there will be three papers + a
respondent (or 4 papers without respondent)
lasting 2 hours. Proposals for individual papers
should consist of the title of the paper, full
name and institutional affiliation of the
presenter, and a 150 word abstract.

NB: Please note that all Panel, Symposia
and Roundtable conveners should ensure
that the Congress Academic Program
Committee receives the abstracts of
individual papers within a panel/
symposium/roundtable (if appropriate).
This is necessary so that they may be
included in the Book of Abstracts. This
information helps participants to decide
on which panels/symposia/roundtables, or
parts of them, to attend. Even though
convenors are responsible for submitting
information on their panels and
participants, etc., each individual
participant is responsible for registering
and informing the Congress Secretariat of
the nature of their participation in the
Congress.

5.3.7 Congress theme

Panels, symposia and roundtable sessions deal
with a variety of special topics, not necessarily
related to the main theme of the Congress. The
topics may reflect current concerns in the
academic study of religion (for instance
Religion and Violence, or Esotericism), or they
may reflect meaningful topics in the hosting
country (for instance, Aztec Sacrifice, Asian
Shamanism, Vapostoli Prophets in Zimbabwe,
or Diaspora Hinduism in South Africa), and
can therefore function as a showcase of local
scholarship.
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5.3.8 Diversity

It is further recommended that wherever
possible attention should be paid to national,
ethnic and gender balance in terms of keynote
speakers and plenary discussants, as well as of
participants.

5.4 Business program

The business program should include slots for
the following IAHR business events: the
meeting of the out-going Executive Committee
during the first day or two of the Congress; the
meeting of the International Committee
during the middle of the Congress usually on
Wednesday morning, while the other Congress
participants are on day excursions; the meeting
of the in-coming Executive Committee shortly
thereafter; and finally the General Assembly
meeting on Saturday morning or afternoon.
These events should figure prominently in the
program.

5.5 Cultural program

The cultural program can consist of museum
and art exhibitions, excursions to sites of
interests or houses of worship or local
communities, musical and/or artistic events,
and book exhibitions. It may be desirable to try
to tie cultural events into aspects of the
academic program, as well as local culture and
history. Events can be held before, during, and
after the Congress, and are often best handled
in cooperation with travel agents, tourism
bureaus, or local anthropologists and
historians. Other possible events are receptions
held by the host association, publishing houses,
local government officials, university officials,
visiting organizations, and so on.
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6 Guidelines for the publication of IAHR
Congress Proceedings, Adjunct
Proceedings and other spin-off
publications

The Executive Committee of the JAHR
adopted these guidelines in Sydney on
August 23, 1985. These were further
appended in Aarhus on June 5, 1996 and in
Brno on August 12, 1999, and revised
following the Tokyo Congress on June 6,
2005.

6.1 Arrangements for the publication
of Proceedings

The publication of the Proceedings of the
IAHR World Congress is an important aspect
of the Congress and the IAHR more generally,
and so it is expected that the local organizers
should bring out such proceedings within a
reasonable time after the Congress (e.g., one
year). The arrangements for the publication of
IAHR World Congress Proceedings require the
approval of the Executive Committee. The
invitation to arrange publication of the
Congress Proceedings will normally be
addressed in the first instance to the national
association (i.e., the Congress patrons) of the
country in which the Congress is held.

6.2 Cost of publication of Proceedings

As stated in section 1 above on Finance and
Budget, it is the responsibility of the Congress
hosts to incorporate the costs of publication of
the Proceedings in the overall Congress
budget. It is then the obligation of the Congress
hosts, with the Executive Committee of IAHR,
normally represented by the General Secretary,
the Deputy General Secretary, the Publications
Officer and the Treasurer, to agree on the
content of the Proceedings, its format, and
distribution.
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6.3 Role of IAHR Executive Committee

In approving arrangements for publication of
Congress Proceedings or Adjunct Proceedings,
the Executive Committee is expected to pay
due regard to (a) prospects for timely
publication and (b) any potential costs to the
IAHR. The IAHR will not normally be able to
finance the publication of the Proceedings,
either in whole or in part.

6.4 Content of proceedings

As a rule, the Congress Proceedings volume
should contain at least the following:

1) The title ‘Proceedings of the X...th World
Congress of the International Association
for the History of Religions. This title
should be prominently visible, even if
accompanied by a thematic title for the
particular Congress.

2) Alist, or reference to a published list, of
names of participants with institutional
and/or contact details.

3) A brief record of formal events, speeches
of welcome, etc.

Where detailed information has already
been provided to Congress/Conference
participants (e.g., in published programs,
handbooks, permanent websites) the
Proceedings will normally cross-reference
as appropriate to these publications.

4) A record of the academic program,
indicating sections and titles of papers,
special lectures, linked symposia, abstracts
of keynote lectures, etc.

5) Where academic papers are to be included
in the Proceedings, the selection of papers
for inclusion should take place on the
basis of (a) merit and (b) thematic
relevance, and some indication should be
given of their relation to other work
completed or in progress. Copyright
should normally be retained by authors.

6) A brief contextualizing report on the
relation of the Congress to the venue
selected and on cultural events, which
accompanied it.

7) Essential information or documentation
of JAHR matters should be included as
appropriate: e.g., changes in statutes,
current officers, accession of new national
associations. (However, it is recognized
that such information is normally carried
in Numen.)

6.5 Free copies

A minimum of 50 free copies of the Congress
Proceedings should be made available to the
Executive Committee. Alternative agreements
can be reached for hosts residing in
economically weak countries.

6.6 Archive copies

Congress hosts should ensure that two
complete sets of key materials produced for the
Congress (e.g., programs, abstracts, circulars,
flyers, etc.) are provided to the IAHR Executive
Committee no later than one month after the
Congress. One set is for the Publications
Officer of the Executive Committee, the other
set is to be lodged permanently in the IAHR
Archive in Marburg. (Address: IAHR Archive,
c/o Renate Stegerhoft, Universitétsbibliothek,
Wilhelm Roepke-Str. 4, D-35039 Marburg,
GERMANY)

6.7 Adjunct Proceedings and spin-off volumes

The Executive Committee may, at its
discretion, invite individual organizers of
symposia and other events at the Congress to
propose publication of Adjunct Proceedings.
Subject to approval by the Executive
Committee, editors of Adjunct Proceedings are
expected to use the name of the IAHR event in
the title or other prominent section of the
publication. It is assumed that all spin-off
volumes, whether approved or not, will
acknowledge that the papers were presented at
an JAHR Congress.

RELIGION: A HUMAN PHENOMENON -

15-21 AUGUST, 2010 - TORONTO, CANADA



6.8 Free copies

A minimum of 12 free copies of any Adjunct
or spin-off publications should be made
available to the Executive Committee.
Alternative agreements can be reached for
hosts residing in economically weak countries.

7 Title

The title ‘World Congress of the International
Association for the History of Religions’ in
English, French, and the local language must
figure prominently in all Congress related
folders, letterheads, faxes, websites, and
e-mails. If in certain kinds of materials there is
room only for one language version of the title
(for instance name-tags, and buttons), either
the English or the local language version is
sufficient.
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The IAHR Congress Tradition in Brief

Paris 1900

Basel 1904
Oxford 1908
Leiden 1912
Paris 1923
Lund 1929
Brussels 1935
Amsterdam 1950
Rome 1955
Tokyo/Kyoto 1958
Marburg 1960
Claremont 1965
Stockholm 1970
Lancaster 1975
Winnipeg 1980
Sydney 1985
Rome 1990
Mexico City 1995
Durban 2000
Tokyo 2005
Toronto 2010
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CALL FOR BIDS TO HOLD THE XXTH IAHR CONGRESS

CALL FOR BIDS FOR HOSTING The IAHR XXth Quinquennial Congress 2010
Dear officers of the IAHR affiliates,

At the International Committee meeting in Tokyo March 2005, it was decided that the in-coming
Executive Committee of the IAHR should issue a call to all member associations regarding bids for
hosting the XXth Congress of the IAHR 2010.

Due to the wish to have an update of the names and addresses of the officers of the IAHR-affiliates as
well as to the wish of the Executive Committee to revise the guidelines for hosting an IAHR
Quinquennial Congress, it has not been possible to issue this call until now.

Nevertheless, here it is, together with an attached file with the above-mentioned revised guidelines
(“A Basic Framework for Running an IAHR World Congress”) which you can also find at the web
site of IAHR (http://www.iahr.dk/congress.htm).

We sincerely ask all of you to consider if your association is interested in hosting this next World
Congress of the IAHR, and we strongly advise you to take a close look at the attached guidelines, if
and when you decided to ponder the matter.

The deadline for submission of bids is January 31, 2006.
Bids should be sent by both email and ordinary mail to the Secretary General of the IAHR,

Tim Jensen, The Study of Religions,
University of Southern Denmark,
Campusvej 55, DK-5230 Odense M
(t.jensen@filos.sdu.dk).

The IAHR Executive Committee will then make its decision within 3 months, i.e., no later than end
of April, 2006.
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THETORONTO BID

January 26, 2006

Dr. Tim Jensen

Secretary General

International Association for

the History of Religions

University of Southern Denmark
Campusvej 55, DK-5230 Odense M

Dear Dr. Jensen:

The North American Association for the Study of Religion (NAASR), the Canadian Society for the
Study of Religion (CSSR), and the Société québécoise pour létude de la religion (SQER) invite the
International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR) to hold its 20th quinquennial
International Congress in Toronto, Canada in August 2010, to be hosted by the Department and
Centre for the Study of Religion (CSR) of the University of Toronto with the support of the Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Science and the Office of the Provost and with the Institute for the Advanced
Study of Religion (IASR) accepting full responsibility for the organization of the Congress.

We set out here a brief account of the organizational structure that will be responsible for planning
the congress and of the benefits to international participants of holding the Congress in Toronto.

1. Organizational Structure:

Although the CSR and the University of Toronto will host the Congress, the responsibility for the
overall planning and organization of the Congress will be untaken by the recently formed Institute
for the Advanced Study of Religion (IASR) which is currently under my direction. Given my
experience in running the 14th International IAHR Congress in Winnipeg and involvement in the
organization of the 15th Congress in Sydney, Australia, we believe it best not to engage a
professional congress agency (although that still remains an option at this time).

A Steering Committee comprising representatives of the five “supporting” organizations

- Professor James DiCenso (CSR), Professor Leona Anderson (CSSR), Professor Russell
McCutcheon (NAASR), and Professor Patrice Brodeur (SQER) — will see to the organization of
the Congress Secretariat, the committee structure that will oversee congress operations, the
determination of the Congress theme and logo, and other relevant structural and fiscal concerns
related to ensuring a successful congress. In consultation with the JAHR, the Steering
Committee will also set the basic structure of the academic program for the Congress.

2. Venue:

The University of Toronto provides an ideal site for the 20th JAHR International Congress in
that: (1) there are few, if any, political problems involved in attracting international scholars to
Canada; (2) Toronto is a major airline hub city and travel arrangements for Congress
participants are therefore easily made; (3) there is a wide variety of hotel accommodation
available within walking distance of the University of Toronto campus (and a much wider
choice of hotels within an easy 10— 15 minute subway commute), as well as numerous dining
establishments; the university will also make available accommodation at modest rates; (4) the
city is a rich resource of cultural events and activities; and (5) the University of Toronto provides
all necessary facilities for academic and social programming for the congress at little or no cost.
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3. Financing the Congress:

We expect to be able to finance the cost of organizing the congress largely through registration
fees and the support of various organizations and agencies. The Steering Committee already has
a significant commitment of financial support from the Department of Religious Studies at the
University of Alabama ($20,000 USD) and has the possibility of securing up to $50,000 CDN
from the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRCC) in the last two
years of its organizational activity. Further, we plan to seek assistance from departments of
religious studies across North America, from foundations, businesses (e.g., official airline, book
exhibitors, advertising of hotels and dining establishments, etc.), and other sources to be
determined. As noted in “A Basic Framework for Running an JAHR World Congress,” some
limited funding will be available from the IAHR/CIPSH for specific items such as the support of
scholars from countries with weak economies (and we will seek ways to augment this
contribution significantly). Greater detail on fiscal matters will be forthcoming (including the
establishment of the Congress fee) upon completion of a detailed budget for the Congress by a
Finance and Budget Committee to be established upon notification of a decision by the IAHR
to hold the Congress in Toronto.

4. Preliminary Schedule of Activity:

If this bid by the three above-mentioned societies/associations to have the CSR and the IASR host
the 20th IAHR International Congress is successful, the Steering Committee will set precise dates
for the Congress (likely either August 15-21 or August 22 -29) and will then proceed to the work
of organizing the Congress along the following tentative time line:

Year four prior to the Congress:
» Incorporate the IASR (and the Steering Committee as an ad hoc sub-committee of the Institute)
« Establish the structure and responsibilities of the Congress Secretariat

« Seek advice from a professional accountant with respect to fiscal matters relating to organizing
the Congress; establish appropriate banking arrangements for the Congress Secretariat

» Establish the overall committee structure that will govern all operations relating to the Congress
« Initiate a vigorous fundraising program

o Determine the “congress theme” and logo and create an overall framework for the academic
program that will be sensitive to traditional modes of “religious studies” research as well as
providing space in the program for special panels and symposia, and the like, within which
recent and novel developments in the field can be heard; also to establish criteria for proper
scholarly adjudication of papers and program submissions

« Begin work on the selection of scholars to serve as chairpersons for the various areas/sections
who will approve the program submissions (and who, collectively, will form the Program
Committee)

Year three prior to the Congress:

« Congress Secretariat to appoint a local arrangements committee to look after both academic

and cultural events that will take place on the campus

« Confirm all lecture and meeting room bookings for Congress events with the University of

Toronto
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« Make arrangements with university student housing for use of college residences for Congress
participants

o Seek out airline agreement as “official airline” for the Congress
o Create Congress website
+ Send information about the Congress to academic publishers
+ Prepare SSHRCC application for Congress funding
+ Produce and send first “congress circular” to all IAHR members
Year two prior to the Congress:
« Selection and invitation of plenary/keynote speakers
o Establish cultural programming; spousal/partner program; children’s programs

« Send “second circular™: list of section chairpersons, panel and symposia coordinators, etc.; clear
deadlines for registration, for paper submissions, for special audio/visual needs for paper
presentations, etc.; housing information, transportation, etc.

« Contact publishers re: book exhibits
Year one prior to the Congress:

« Make arrangements for on-site registration, producing the final program booklet and books of
abstracts and ensuring all lecture and meeting room arrangements to accommodate the
program, organizing a host of volunteers for assisting the Congress Secretariat and congress
participants, etc.

« Undertake thorough review of all arrangements for Congress events and for reception of
participants

Post-Congress:
« Make final decision re: publication of congress proceedings
« Settle all outstanding congress obligations and expenses
« Formal closure of the Congress Secretariat
« Final report on the operation and success of the Congress to the AHR

We trust that you will have sufficient information from this all too brief outline of how we intend to
proceed with organizing the 20th International Congress of the IAHR to make a positive
recommendation to your Executive Committee to award the Congress to the CSSR, SQER, and
NAASR, to be held in Toronto in August of 2010. We look forward to hearing from you in the near
future

Sincerely yours,
Professor James DiCenso, Professor Donald Wiebe,
Chair: Department and Centre University of Trinity College,
for the Study of Religion University of Toronto

Director: Institute for the
Advanced Study of Religion
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January 31, 2006

Dr. Tim Jensen

Secretary General

International Association for the History of Religions
Department of Religious Studies

University of Southern Denmark

Campusvej 55, DK-5230 Odense M

Dear Dr. Jensen,

Thank you for the opportunity to present Toronto’s bid to host the International Association for the
History of Religions (IAHR) 20th Quinquennial International Congress in 2010.

We are honoured that you are considering our city. Tourism Toronto and its hospitality partners are
excited at the opportunity to be your host in 2010.

We understand that there is more to convention planning than choosing a venue and making travel
arrangements. Much of it hinges upon choosing a destination that provides innovative ideas and
solutions for a successful event. Our city offers creativity, flexibility and an award-winning CVB to
help you put it all together. Bring us your needs and goals - Toronto would like to exceed them.

Built with and for the limitless imaginations of the people who come to live and those who come to
visit, Toronto is home to some of the biggest, tallest, most unusual and exciting experiences in North
America - all wrapped up with our warm welcome and exemplary hospitality. Toronto is the ideal
destination for your Meeting. Our proposal outlines many of the unsurpassed benefits related to
meeting in our creative region.

We offer you our commitment to making the JAHR's 20th Quinquennial International Congress in
2010 remarkable.

Attached you will find information which addresses the requirements of IAHR's 20th Quinquennial
International Congress in 2010.

Welcome to Toronto.

- Tourism Toronto
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January 26, 2006
To Whom It May Concern:

The Office of the Provost is pleased to endorse the invitation to the International Association for the
History of the Study of Religion (IAHR) to hold its 20th Congress here at the University of Toronto,
in or around August, 2010.

The University of Toronto is Canada’s largest and most prestigious university. We have more than
67,000 students studying with more than 11,300 faculty members in 14 professional faculties. Our
St. George campus is conveniently located in the heart of metropolitan Toronto and maintains an
impressive array of excellent conference facilities.

We are pleased that the IAHR is considering this invitation, and endorses the bid by the NAASR,
CSSR, and SQER (North American associations for the study of religion) and the Department for
the Study of Religion at the University of Toronto to bring together over 1000 international scholars
here for the academic study of religion.

Sincerely,

David H. Farrar, Ph.D.
Deputy Provost and Vice-Provost, Students

XX WORLD CONGRESS #/z4c INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION /4 ‘e HISTORY /RELIGIONS



32 PROCEEDINGS - Introductory Information

Award of the Congress to Toronto

The North American Association for the Study of Religion (NAASR)
The Canadian Society for the Study of Religion (CSSR)

Société québécoise pour [étude de la religion (SQER)

The Department and Centre for the Study of Religion (CSR),
University of Toronto

The Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion, University of Toronto

Att. Professors Donald Wiebe and James DiCenso
Copenhagen, February 19, 2006

Dear Professors Donald Wiebe and James DiCenso,

First of all, I want to thank you and all the associations, institutions, and persons in support of the
proposal as of January 26, 2006 to host the XXth IAHR Quinquennial World Congress. Those who
have taken the initiative and those who have put their time, energy and skills into the proposal.

The ITAHR Executive Committee has carefully studied the proposal from the NAASR, the CSSR, the
SQER and the CSR (with the kind and generous support from the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Science, the Office of the Provost, and the Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion) host the
TAHR XXth Quinquennial World Congress.

It is a privilege and a pleasure to be in the position to tell you that the IAHR Executive Committee
unanimously has agreed to accept the proposal, with gratitude.

The Executive Committee finds the proposal very solid, very well prepared and very well structured,
and it leaves no doubt about the seriousness, responsibility, commitment, and skills of the
associations, persons, and institutions in question.

The Executive Committee, consequently, is confident that the involved associations, institutions and
individuals have the experience and expertise needed to make sure that the preparation and carrying
out of the Congress function effectively. Likewise, it is the opinion of the IAHR Executive
Committee that a regional and not just a national sponsorship of an JAHR World Congress makes
very good sense.

Considering also the many advantages in having the University of Toronto provide the site for the
congress, as well as the inherent qualities of Toronto and environs for hosting such an event, the
IAHR Executive Committee looks forward to the event, and to years of fruitful cooperation with the
associations, institutions and persons in support of an responsible for the proposal.

In regard to the work ahead, including the first steps to be taken, the setting of the dates for the
Congress as well as the establishment of the organization structures et al., please do not hesitate to
contact me and the JAHR Executive Committee any time.

Sincerely yours,

Tim Jensen,
General Secretary, [AHR

Cc: The representatives of NASR (Russell McCutcheon),
CSSR (Leona Anderson), SQER (Patrice Brodeur),
and the JAHR Executive Committee
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WHAT IS THE IASR?

IASR

The Institute for the Advanced Study of
Religion (IASR) is an independent scholarly/
educational organization that is committed to
promoting the scientific study of religion. Its
primary activities include organizing
symposia, colloquia, and conferences focused
on the central problems in the field of religious
studies, and disseminating the results of such
collaborative and interdisciplinary work
through public lectures as well as through
on-line and print publications.

The intellectual framework of the Institute is
that of scientific naturalism directed to gaining
“public knowledge of public facts” about
religion and religions through theoretically-
argued and empirically-tested research and
scholarship. The Institute will also provide for
engagement in critical self-reflection on the
historical and epistemic foundations of the
study of religion, and will invite conceptual
clarification of the field and methodological
refinement of the discipline.

The Institute recognizes that scientific
knowledge about religion and religions can be
of significant import for a wide range of
extra-scientific concerns of interest to various
levels of government and to the general public,
but the Institute will not be engaged in social,
political, cultural, or religious causes - its focus
will remain fixed on issues of scholarship and
science.

The Institute is a not-for-profit organization
that came into existence in 2005 and was
incorporated in the Province of Ontario,
Canada in 2008. The Canada Revenue Agency
granted the Institute charitable organization
status in June of 2008. The Directors are
Professors Marsha Hewitt, Abrahim Khan, and
Donald Wiebe. Professor Luther Martin is an
Honorary Director of the Institute. The
Institute also has an International Advisory
Committee whose members are appointed for
a five-year term.
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The IASR is strategically situated on the
campus of the University of Trinity College
which is federated with the University of
Toronto and it works cooperatively with the
Graduate Centre for the Study of Religion at
the University of Toronto. Further information
can be obtained at:

Institute for the Advanced Study
of Religion

Larkin Building, Room 327
University of Trinity College

6 Hoskin Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

Canada, M5S 1H8

Telephone: 416-978-2567 or 416-978-3039
E-mail: IASR@trinity.utoronto.ca

WHAT IS THE GOOD OF AN
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS?

- F.M. MULLER (1874)
“WHAT IS THE GOOD OF AN
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS?”

Friedrich Max Miiller (1874)

This is a slightly emended account of Max
Miiller’s presidential address to the
International Congress of Orientalists 1874.
We think that this statement, by one of the
founders of the scientific study of religion, is
appropriate to the theme and goals of the XXth
Congress of the International Association for
the history of Religions.

It is generally thought that the chief object of a
scientific Congress is social, and I am not one
of those who are incapable of appreciating the
delights and benefits of social intercourse with
hard-working and honest-thinking [persons]....
A congress therefore, and particularly an
International Congress, would certainly seem
to answer some worthy purpose, were it only
by bringing together fellow workers of all
countries and ages, by changing what were to
us merely great names into pleasant
companions, and by satisfying that very right
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and rational curiosity which we all feel, after
having read a really good book, of seeing what
the [person] looks like who could achieve such
triumphs.

All this is perfectly true; yet, however pleasant
to ourselves this social intercourse may appear,
in the eyes of the world at large it will hardly be
considered a sufficient excuse for our existence.
In order therefore to satisfy that outer world
that we are really doing something, we point of
course to the papers which are read at our
public meetings, and to the discussions which
they elicit. Much as I value that feature also in a
scientific congress, I confess that I doubt and I
know that many share that doubt, whether the
same result might not be obtained with much
less trouble. A paper that contains something
really new and valuable, the result, it may be, of
years of toil and thought, requires to be read
with care in a quiet corner of our own study,
before the expression of our assent or dissent
can be of any weight or value. There is too
much hollow praise, and occasionally too
much wrangling and ill-natured abuse at our
scientific tournaments, and the world at large,
which is never without a tinge of malice and a
vein of quiet humor, has frequently expressed
its concern at the waste of ‘oil and vinegar’
which is occasioned by the frequent meetings
of our... Associations.

What then is the real use of a Congress, such as
that which has brought us together... from all
parts of the world? What is the real excuse for
our existence? Why are we here, and not in our
workshops?

It seems to me that the real and permanent use
of these scientific gatherings is twofold.

1) They enable us to take stock, to compare
notes, to see where we are, and to find out
where we ought to be going.

2) They give us an opportunity, from time to
time, to tell the world where we are, what
we have been doing for the world, and
what, in return, we expect the world to do
for us.

The danger of all scientific work..., as far as I
can see, is the tendency to extreme
specialization. Our age shows in that respect a
decided reaction against the spirit of a former
age which [some of us] can still remember, an
age... [in which scholars] were never entirely
absorbed or bewildered by special researches,
but kept their eye steadily on the highest
objects of human knowledge; who could trace
the vast outlines of the kosmos of nature or the
kosmos of the mind.... [Although few] would
dare write [such works today;, it should be kept
in mind that] all special knowledge, to keep it
from stagnation, must have an outlet into the
general knowledge of the world.... [We must
allow our colleagues to] draw us out of our
shell, away from our common routine, away
from the small orbit of thought in which each
of us moves day after day, and make us realize
more fully, that there are other stars moving all
around us in our little universe, that we all
belong to one celestial system, or to one
terrestrial commonwealth, and that, if we want
to see real progress in that work with which we
are more especially entrusted, [religion], we
must work with one another, for one another...,
guided by common principles, striving after
common purposes, and sustained by common
sympathies.... I hope that in [these] respect[s]
our Congress may prove of special benefit.

(From Chips From A German Workshop,
Volume IV: Essays Chiefly on the Science of
Language. New York: Charles Scribners Sons,
1881; pp.
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2010 IAHR World Congress
Organizing Committee

Tim Jensen (Denmark)
Co-Chair

Donald Wiebe (Canada)
Co-Chair

Tim Jensen (Denmark)
Secretary General of the JAHR

Rosalind Hackett (USA)
President of the IAHR

Ingvild Gilhus (Norway)
Deputy Secretary General of the IAHR and
Co-Chair of the Academic Program Committee

Luther H. Martin (USA)
Co-Chair of the Academic Program Committee

Donald Wiebe (Canada)
Director of the Institute for the Advanced
Study of Religion (IASR),
Director of the Congress, and
Chair of the Congress Secretariat

Russell McCutcheon (USA)
Associate Director of the Congress

Abrahim Khan (Canada)
Associate Director of the Institute for the
Advanced Study of Religion (IASR) and
Associate Chair of the Congress Secretariat

Greg Alles (USA)
Representative of the North American
Association for the Study of Religion (NAASR)

Leona Anderson (Canada)
Representative of the Canadian Society
for the Study of Religion (CSSR)

Patrice Brodeur (Canada)
Representative of the Société québécoise pour
létude de la religion (SQER)

Yolotl Gonzalez Torres (Mexico)
Representative of the Sociedad Mexicana para
el estudio de las Religiones (SMER)

Armin W. Geertz (Denmark)
Member-at-large
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2010 IAHR World Congress
Advisory Committee

Rosalind Hackett (USA)
Chair

Peter Antes (Germany)
Michael Pye (Germany/UK)
Louise Backman (Sweden)
Peter Richardson (Canada)
Harold Coward (Canada)
Kurt Rudolph (Germany)
Michel Despland (Canada)
Susumu Shimazono (Japan)
Giulia S. Gasparro (Italy)
Jonathan Z. Smith (USA)
Hans Kippenberg (Germany)
Noriyoshi Tamaru (Japan)
Jan G. Platvoet (The Netherlands)
Yoloti Gonzalez Torres (Mexico)
Montse A. Mas (Spain)
Jacques Waardenburg (Switzerland)
Jacob Neusner (USA)
R.J. Zwi Werblowsky (Israel)

2010 IAHR World Congress
Academic Program Committee

Ingvild Gilhus
(University of Bergen, Norway)
Co-Chair

Luther H. Martin
(The University of Vermont, USA)
Co-Chair

SECTION A: DESCRIPTION

Studies directed to acquiring nuanced, cultural
and cross-cultural information about systems
of belief, behaviour, and institutions in one or
more traditions, regions, or historical periods.

Co-Chairs:

Darlene Juschka, (Religious Studies,
University of Regina, Canada)

Ezra Chitando, (Religious Studies,
University of Zimbabwe, Harare)
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Subsection chairs:

P. M. Michele Daviau
(Wilfred Laurier University)

Tsukimoto Akio
(Rikkyo University, Japan)

Herb Berg
(Lakehead University)

Afe Adogame
(University of Edinburg, UK)

Yuan Ren
(University of Regina, Canada)

Tam Wai Lun
(Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Susan Sered
(Suffolk University, USA)

Vickie Brennan
(University of Vermont)

William Arnal
(University of Regina, Canada)

Kevin Bond
(University of Regina, Canada)

SECTION B: INTERPRETATION

Studies involving human meaning systems,
both in terms of their perception among a
groups members and the means whereby
meaning is produced and shared within a
group and between groups.

Co-Chairs:

Sylvia Marcos

(Universidad Autonoma des Estado de Moralos/

Instituto de Investigaciones Antropologicas,
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico )

Patrice Brodeur
(Religious Studies, University of Montreal,
Canada)

Subsection chairs:

Winnifred Sullivan
(University of Buffalo, USA)

Karen Torjesen
(Claremont Graduate University)

Frans Wijsen
(Raboud University Nijmegen, Netherlands)

Anne Taves
(University of California at Santa Barbara,
USA)

SECTION C: EXPLANATION

Studies focused on causal factors that lead to,
and that shape, systems of beliefs, behaviour,
and institutions found in one or more
traditions, regions, and/or across time.

Co-Chairs:

Joseph Bulbulia
(Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand)

E. Thomas Lawson
(Institute of Cognition and Culture)

Jesper Sorensen
(Aarhus University)

Subsection chairs:

Steven Sutcliffe
(Edinburg University)

Laurence Iannoccone
(Chapman University)

Marsha Hewitt
(University of Toronto, Canada)

William G. Irons
(Northwestern University)

P. Sousa
(Queen’s University Belfast)

Dimitris Xygalatas
(Aarhus University, Denmark)

Uffe Schjedt
(Aarhus University)
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SECTION D: REFLECTION

This section includes concerns related to the
historical development of the field of religious
studies and issues of methodological import.

Co-Chairs

Ulrich Berner
(University of Bayreuth, Germany)

Hayashi Makoto
(Aichigakuin University, Japan)
Subsection chairs

Joachim Gentz
(University of Edinburg, UK)

Kim Chongsuh
(Seoul National University, Korea)

Oliver Freiberger
(University of Texas, USA)
Jeppe Sinding
(Aarhus University)

Christoph Auffarth
(Bremen University, Germany)

Ilinca Tanaseanu-Doebler
(Georg-August-Universitat Gattingen,
Germany)

Jens Kreinath
(Wichita State University)

Okuyama Michiaki
(Nanzan Institute)

Michael Pye
(Marburg University, Germany)

Shimazono Susumu

(The University of Tokyo, Japan)
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SECTION E: INNOVATIONS

The future of the field of Religious Studies is
dependent on new developments, many of
which might go unnoticed. The Congress
Program Committee, therefore, invites
submissions that seek to develop and promote
innovative and untried methods, objects of
study, themes, theories, media of presentation,
and conversation partners, as well as
considerations of new applications of work in
Religious Studies outside the academy.

Scholars may submit proposals to this section
of the program as individual papers, panels, or
workshops.

Co-Chairs
Greg Alles (McDaniel College, USA)
Edith Franke (University of Marburg,
Germany)
2010 IAHR World Congress Secretariat

Don Wiebe
Chair

Abrahim Khan
Associate Chair

Sydney Yeung
Congress Administrator

Ken Derry
Nicholas Dion
Marsha Hewitt
Rebekka King
Tony Michael
Anthony Palma
Jeft Rabin
Kurt Anders Richardson
Joel Ruimy
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The Academic Program
Introduction

Five objectives guided the Program Committee
in its structuring of the academic program of
the Congress:

L]
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To attempt to restructure perceptions of the
field by shifting the emphasis away from
traditional perceptions of the field in terms
of religious traditions, or the geographical
distribution of religion. We hoped to foster
papers on understanding religious

« To provide a framework within which
scholars and scientists from around the
world would be able to present their
research and theoretical analyses of
religions and religious behaviour for
critical examination and response, and to
provide the time and space within which
they would be able to discuss and debate
the problems and concerns that
characterize their fields and disciplines in
their various social, economic, and
political contexts. The Committee saw the
formal parallel academic sessions as the
locus for achieving this objective, although
this is not the only place where such
discussions took place.

To encourage formal and informal
discussion and debate among scholars and
scientists in the field that would: a) allow
for conversation of papers outside the
formal setting of their presentation; b)
help build important international
connections between and among scholars
worldwide; and ¢) contribute to the
development and refinement of the
methodological understanding of the
nature of this enterprise and the scholars
engaged in it. Although a section of the
parallel sessions was set aside to provide a
formal context for raising methodological
issues in the field, we thought providing
significant periods of time in the daily
program for informal social interaction

- during the long hospitality breaks
between the formal sectional meetings
and the plenary addresses, as well as the
generous amounts of time for lunch
breaks - would allow scholars to make
connections across disciplinary and
methodological boundaries.

behaviour in terms of new historical and
empirical information about religious
traditions, new hermeneutical and
phenomenological contributions, and new/
alternative explanatory and theoretical
analyses of religious behaviour.

L]

To facilitate the above-stated objectives
through a judicious use of plenary speakers
that included senior scholars in the field of
religious studies as well as major thinkers
from outside the field.

L]

To introduce younger and new scholars in
the field to the broad range of work in
Religious Studies and to make them “feel at
home” by providing space for them to meet
the scholars whom they had been reading
and hearing about throughout their
undergraduate and graduate careers.

Congress Theme

The Congress theme - Religion: A Human
Phenomenon — was chosen to encourage
scholars to focus attention on religions and
religious behaviour insofar as they are “publicly
available” to the research tools and techniques of
the historical, social, and natural sciences; and
working within a common scholarly/scientific
framework, we hoped would facilitate
discussion, debate, and the testing of scholarly
claims and scientific hypotheses. Given the
diversity of scholars in the member societies and
associations for the study of religion affiliated
with the IAHR, moreover, we recognized the
need for a theme of broad scope to
accommodate the breadth of research interests
related to religion in history, society, and the life
of the individual that would be represented at
the Congress.
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Philosophy and Structure of the Academic
Program

Religion as a “human phenomenon” has always
been of importance in most societies around
the world because of its pervasive influence in
almost all areas of social existence. The interest
in the scholarly and academic study of religion,
therefore, should not come as a surprise to
anyone. The recent resurgence of religion in
Western secular societies, moreover, has,
understandably enough, increased that interest
and more resources are being poured into the
field of Religious Studies in countries where the
“clash of faiths” has emerged as a real
possibility. However, religion, for the most part
has usually been perceived as more than simply
a human phenomenon, and the resurgence of
religion has in many respects reintroduced
metaphysical and religious interests into the
field that can undermine the scientific
enterprise seeking an explanatory
understanding of religious phenomena. We
therefore believed that the theme for the
Congress was particularly timely and its
significance vis-a-vis the resurgence of religious
interests in the scholarly world was highlighted
by the way the academic program was
structured into sections on the kinds of
scholarly contribution that could be made at
the Congress. Instead of following past practice
at IAHR congresses where sections were
determined either by focus on particular
religious traditions and geographical regions, or
on thematic issues characteristic of particular
religious traditions, the Committee decided to
invite scholars to present their research within
the common and well-defined methodological
frameworks of description, interpretation and
explanation. Our objective in “imposing” such
constraints on presentations was to keep focus
on debatable and testable issues having to do
with choices of data, of concepts, of analytical
tools, of fieldwork methods, of interpretive
perspectives, of explanatory paradigms, and so
on.

The structure of the program connected with
the call for papers appeared as follows:

o Section A: DESCRIPTION: Textual,
Historical, and Comparative Studies

Studies directed to acquiring nuanced,
cultural and cross-cultural information
about systems of belief, behaviour, and
institutions in one or more traditions,
regions, or historical periods. Sub-sections
include: Archaeological Studies; Historical
Studies; Comparative Studies;
Ethnographic Studies; and Philological
and Textual Studies.

Section B: INTERPRETATION: Cultural
and Hermeneutical Studies

Studies involving human meaning
systems, both in terms of their perception
among a groups members and the means
whereby meaning is produced and shared
within a group and between groups.
Sub-sections include: Hermeneutics of
Orality; Social and Cultural Intersection of
Law and Religion; Gendered Approaches
to the Study of Religion; Narrative Studies
of Religion; Systematic Phenomenology of
Religion; Hermeneutics in the Study of
Religion; Colonial/Postcolonial Studies of
Religion; and Material, Visual, and
Performative Cultural Studies.

Section C: EXPLANATION: Social and
Natural Scientific Studies

Studies focused on causal factors that lead
to, and that shape, systems of beliefs,
behaviour, and institutions found in one
or more traditions, regions, and/or across
time. Sub-sections include: Sociological
and Socio-Historical Studies of Religion;
Economic Studies of Religion; Political
Science and the Study of Religion;
Anthropological Studies of Religion;
Psychological and Psychoanalytical
Studies of Religion; Biology and Religion;
and Cognitive and Neuroscientific Studies
of Religion.
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« Section D: REFLECTION: The Academic
Study of Religion as a Discipline

This section includes concerns related to
the historical development of the field of
religious studies and issues of
methodological import. Sub-sections
include: Historical Reflections on the
Emergence and Development of Religious
Studies in Various Cultural or Disciplinary
Contexts; the Quest for Truth and
Universals; Problems of Categorization
and the Conceptualization; Perspectives
for Interdisciplinary Work on Religion;
and Systematic Reflections on the Identity
and Tasks of Religious Studies in Society.

Section E: INNOVATIONS:

The Future of the field of Religious Studies
is dependent on new developments, many
of which might go unnoticed. The
Congress Program Committee, therefore,
invited submissions that seek to develop
and promote innovative and untried
methods, objects of study, themes,
theories, media of presentation, and
conversation partners, as well as
considerations of new applications of work
in Religious Studies outside the academy.
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Plenary Session Speakers

The “plenary speaker program” was structured
to complement the “parallel sessions program”
rather than simply “extend” it. Our goal was to
provide a judicious mix of scholars that would
represent the field(s) of religious studies, as
well as to bring in “outsiders” who might be
able to suggest new ideas, methods, and
insights to the field of religious studies from
their own disciplines and research enterprises.
The possibility of achieving these aims under
the economic, gender, geo-political, and other
constraints governing the selection of plenary
speakers at times appeared impossible.

The structure of our plenary speaker program
was also directed, in part, to making it possible
for scholars to meet each other and have time
to engage in one-on-one conversations or in
small group discussions about mutual research
interests or papers heard in the parallel
sessions. Consequently we invited ten plenary
speakers and structured their presentations in
such a way that they would provide an
occasion for the congress participants to focus
collectively each morning and afternoon on a
theme relevant to our field. The refreshment
breaks were scheduled to precede the plenary
presentations in order to provide nearly an
hour of time for such conversation.

The plenary speakers were:
Catherine L. Albanese

Catherine L. Albanese earned her Ph.D. in
American religious studies from the
University of Chicago. She joined the
Department of Religious Studies in the
University of California, Santa Barbara in
1987 and was chair of the Department. She
has played an active role in the American
Academy of Religion and served as its
president in 1994. In 2003 she was awarded
the prestigious John Simon Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation Fellowship as well as
a Presidential Fellowship from the
University of California.
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Her books include: Nature Religion in
America: From the Algonkian Indians to
the New Age (1991), American Religion
and Religions (1999), Reconsidering the
Nature of Religion (2002), and A Republic
of Mind and Spirit: A Cultural History of
American Metaphysical Religion (2005).

William Arnal

William Arnal completed a Ph.D. in
Religious Studies at the University of
Toronto. He is currently Associate
Professor in the Department of Religious
Studies at the University of Regina. His
research interest include ancient
Mediterranean religions, the
historiography of ancient Christianity, and
theoretical issues in the field of religious
studies in general. He has published work
on ancient Christian writings such as Q,
the Gospel of Thomas, and the Pauline
letters with the aim of explaining changes
in ideology in social conflict. In addition to
numerous articles in academic journals,
his publications include Jesus and the
Village Scribes: Galilean conflicts and the
Setting of Q (2001) and The Symbolic Jesus:
Historical Scholarship, Judaism, and the
Construction of Contemporary Identity
(2005).

Jacques BerlinerBlau

Jacques Berlinerblau, Associate Professor
at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign
Service at Georgetown University, holds
separate doctorates in ancient Near
Eastern Languages and Literatures, and in
Sociology. He has published widely on a
range of topics: the sociology of heresy,
African-American and Jewish-American
relations, biblical studies, and modern
Jewish intellectuals among others. His
publications include Heresy in the
University: The Black Athena Controversy
and the Responsibility of American
Intellectuals and The Secular Bible: Why
Nonbelievers Must Take Religion
Seriously.

Jean Grondin

Jean Grondin earned his Ph.D. in
philosophy at the University of Tiibingen.
He has taught at Laval University and the
University of Ottawa and is currently
professor at Université de Montréal. He
has been a Killam Fellow, received an
honorary doctorate from the University of
Tucuman (Argentina), and is a member of
the Royal Society of Canada. His primary
interests are in the fields of metaphysics
and the philosophy of religion and he is
one of the most important voices in the
field of hermeneutics. Introduction to
Philosophical Hermeneutics (1994),
Introduction a la métaphysique (2004), are
two of his seventeen books that have been
translated into a dozen langugages.

R. Dale Guthrie

Dale Guthrie received his Ph.D. from the
University of Chicago and has since that
time taught at the University of Alaska. He
is currently professor emeritus in the
Institute of Arctic Biology at that
University. He was awarded an Alexander
von Humboldt Research Prize, was a
visiting fellow at Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, and was awarded the Kirk
Bryan Award in Research Excellence for
his book Frozen Fauna of the Mammoth
Steppe (1990). Guthrie is a naturalist, an
artist, and a paleobiologist familiar with
Pleistocene animals represented in
Paleolithic art and has a special interest in
“accessing” these distant cultures through
their art. He is one of very few scientists to
focus on this field dominated by art
historians and humanists which he does in
a comprehensive manner in his The
Nature of Paleolithic Art (2005).
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Susan Haack

Susan Haack was educated at both Oxford
and Cambridge with the Ph.D. awarded by
Cambridge University. She was a Fellow of
New Hall, Cambridge, then Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Warwick,
and, currently, she is Cooper Senior
Scholar in Arts and Sciences, Professor of
Philosophy, and Professor of Law at
University of Miami. She is the author of
several books that have been translated
into a dozen languages including
Manisfesto of a Passionate Moderate
(1998), and Defending Science - Within
Reason: Between Scientism and Cynicism
(2003). Her work is strongly
interdisciplinary and has garnered her an
international reputation as one of very few
living philosophers included in 100
Philosophers: The Life and Work of the
World’s Greatest Thinkers.

Hans G. Kippenberg

Hans Kippenberg earned his Ph.D. in 1969
in Géttingen and completed his
Habilitation at the Free University in
Berlin in 1975. From 1977 to 1989 he was
professor of comparative religions at the
University of Groningen and from 1989 to
2004 professor for theory and history of
religions at the University of Bremen. He
is currently professor of comparative
religious studies at Jacobs University,
Bremen. His main research interests are
the history and sociology of European
Paganism, Judaism, Christianity,
Gnosticism, and Islam. He also works on
Max Weber’s sociology of religion, the rise
of comparative religion in the 19th and
20th centuries, and the public status of
religious communities in European
history. He has served as visiting professor
at the universities of Heidelberg, Chicago,
and Bar-Ilan and has held fellowships in
the Netherlands Institute for Advanced
Study, the Institute for Advanced Study
(Princeton), Zentrum fiir Interdisziplinare
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Forschung, and the Max-Weber-Kolleg at
the University of Erfurt. He has published
numerous articles and several books
including Discovering Religious History in
the Modern Age (2002).

Robert N. McCauley

Robert McCauley was the inaugural
Massee-Marin NEH Distinguished
Teaching Professor at Emory University
where he is currently the William Rand
Kenan Jr. University Professor and the
Director for the Center for the Mind,
Brain, and Culture. He earned his M.A. in
divinity and his Ph.D. in philosophy at the
University of Chicago. He works in the
philosophy of psychological and cognitive
sciences and in the cognitive science of
religion. He is the author of Rethinking
Religion: Connecting Cognition and
Culture (1990) and Bringing Ritual to
Mind: Psychological Foundations of
Cultural Forms (2002), both with E.
Thomas Lawson. He is the editor of The
Churchlands and their Critics (1996) and
the co-editor of Mind and Religion:
Cognitive and Psychological Foundations
of Religiosity (2005). McCauley has
received grants from the ACLS, the NEH,
the Lilly Endowment, the AAR, the
Council for Philosophical Studies, and
other scholarly organizations. He was
elected President of both the Society for
Philosophy and Psychology (1997-1998)
and the International Association for the
Cognitive Science of Religion (2010-
2012).
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Meera Nanda

Meera Nanda earned a Ph.D. in
microbiology from the Indian Institute of
Technology in New Delhi and a second
Ph.D. in the Department of Science and
Technology Studies from the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in upstate New York.
She has been primarily a science journalist
and writer and has taught at Jawaharlal
Nehru University. Her recent and current
interests include the science/religion
debate and the problems created in the
intersection of science, religion, and
politics, especially that of modern science,
postmodernism, and Hindutva
Nationalism. Nanda has published
numberous articles and essays and several
books including Prophets Facing
Backward: Critiques of Science and Hindu
Nationalism in India (2004) and The God
Market: How Globalization is Making
India More Hindu (2009).

David Sloan Wilson

David Sloan Wilson is SUNY
Distinguished Professor of Biology and
Anthropology at Binghamton University.
He applies evolutionary theory to all
aspects of humanity in addition to the rest
of life, both in his own research and as
director of EvoS, a unique campus-wide
evolutionary studies program. He is
known for championing the theory of
multilevel selection, which has
implications ranging from the origin of
life to the nature of religion. His books
include Darwins Cathedral: Evolution,
Religion, and the Nature of Society (2002)
and Evolution for Everyone: How Darwin’s
Theory Can Change the Way We Think
About Our Lives (2007). His next book is
entitled Evolving the city: An Evolutionist
Contemplates Changing the World - One
City at a Time.

Related Academic Sessions

The Congress Secretariat and the Academic
Program Committee agreed that the Congress
Program should include the programs of both
IAHR-related organizations and of special
research projects. Three such organizations
requested permission to have their programs
incorporated into the Congress program. They
are The International Association for the
Cognitive Science of Religion (IACSR), The
EXREL Project, and MINDLab - Aarhus
University, Denmark.

The International Association for the
Cognitive Science Of Religion (IACSR)

The International Association for the Cognitive
Science of Religion (IACSR) is an
interdisciplinary association of scholars from a
wide variety of disciplines in the human, social,
natural and health sciences that are interested
in the cognitive scientific study of religious
phenomena. Issues such as the dialogue
between science and religion, attempts to find
religion in science and science in religion, or
attempts to validate religious or spiritual
doctrines through cognitive science are not
ones that the IACSR addresses. The objective
of the IACSR is attained through scholarly
activities such as the arrangement of biennial
conferences as well as interim local meetings,
the encouragement of research projects and
support of scholarly publications, and the
exchange of information through electronic or
other means.

Specialists in religion have an important role to
play, since colleagues from disciplines and
sciences that normally do not deal with religion
need creative interplay and feedback to better
understand the significance of their findings.
Cognitive scientists and experimental
psychologists, on the other hand, are helping
colleagues from study of religion disciplines in
hitherto new and exciting ways. Some scholars of
religion are also experimental scientists. Some
experimental scientists are also highly competent
philosophers and scholars of religion.
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The IACSR is designed to provide an
organizational framework for this variety of
scholarly interest and pursuits in which we can
meet and debate, present new findings, develop
innovative theories and help young scholars along
their chosen paths.

The EXREL Project

The ‘Explaining Religion’ (EXREL) project is a
three-year interdisciplinary investigation into
the cognitive mechanisms and evolutionary
processes that produce both recurrence and
variability in religions worldwide. Funded by a
two-million Euro research grant from the
European Union, EXREL is large-scale and
ambitious in scope, involving collaborations
across fourteen universities.

1. How do religions evolve?

For most of human prehistory, religions bound
together small groups. With the appearance of
agriculture, a new kind of religion emerged,
uniting groups on a much larger scale but not
with the same levels of intensity. Since then
both modes of religiosity have evolved as ways
of accomplishing collective goals that would
otherwise have been unattainable. The EXREL
project has been investigating the role of ritual
in these divergent patterns of group formation
by means of experiments and ethnographic
surveys, including a study of 645 rituals
selected from a sample of 74 cultures. Our
findings suggest that low-frequency/high-
arousal rituals evolve among groups engaged in
high-risk activities associated with strong
temptations to defect.

By contrast, high-frequency/low-arousal rituals
are adaptive for groups competing for small but
cumulatively substantial resources across much
larger populations. Using mathematical models
we have sought to reconstruct and predict the
scale, structure, and spread of different kinds of
religions.
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2. How do we acquire religion?

How deeply engrained in our thinking are
cross-culturally recurrent religious ideas such as
the belief in a life after death or mind-reading
spirits and how do they get transmitted. One
approach is to look at the innate architecture of
the human mind. To start this investigation, we
need to look at the types of core concepts that
enable people to form religious views. Here we
present the results of our research on the way
that children and adults acquire beliefs about
the afterlife, supernatural agents, and other
concepts pertinent to religion. We focus on two
questions: 1) Do supernatural ideas reflect
children’s first conceptions about death or,
respectively, the workings of minds or, do they
develop only against the bedrock of ideas about
the ‘natural’ world such as ideas about biological
death or the restrictedness of the human mind?
2) Are religious ideas, often violating our
expectations about the natural world,
remembered more easily than more mundane
ideas?

3. Is religion a biological adaptation?

In the field of evolutionary religious studies
opinion is divided among those who argue that
our predispositions to acquire supernatural
beliefs represent an adaptation (the proper
function of which might have been, for instance,
to promote pro-sociality among Pleistocene
hunter-gatherers) and those who argue that
religion is a by-product of cognitive machinery
adapted to solve other adaptive problems. In this
session we will articulate these different
perspectives and will endeavour to provide a clear
conceptual framework within which to situate
and evaluate relevant evidence, in particular
evidence from the EXREL project concerning the
connections between religion and punishment.
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MINDLab - Aarhus University, Denmark

The Religion, Cognition and Culture (RCC)
research unit at the Department of the Study of
Religion, Aarhus University explores the
dynamic interrelationships between religion,
cognition and culture from both top-down and
bottom-up disciplinary approaches. Its scientific
methodology is explicitly interdisciplinary and
draws on and practices laboratory methods as
well as fieldwork, textual, iconological and
archaeological methods in close cooperation
with its partners in psychology, the
neurosciences and the humanities.

Center for Functional Integrative Neuroscience
(CFIN) is a Danish National Research
Foundation Center of Excellence. Part of the
Clinical Institute at Aarhus University, CFIN is
located at Aarhus University Hospital. CFIN
brings together brain researchers from
numerous departments, institutes and faculties
within Aarhus University and The Royal
Academy of Music, in an effort to understand
the human brain. Their goal is to understand the
ability of the human brain to adapt to
experience, during normal development,
learning and interaction with the surrounding
social and physical environment.
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IAHR 2005-2010 GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

Toronto August 15-21, 2010

Preface

Initially, it is my sad duty to announce that the
IAHR Honorary Life Members, Profs. Michio
Araki, Carsten Colpe, Ake Hultkrantz, Manuel
Marzal have passed away since the IAHR
World Congress in Tokyo 2005.

January 4, 2008, the IAHR Treasurer, Prof.
Gary Lease passed away following a long battle
with cancer.

The unfortunate news of the death of Prof.
Geoffrey Parrinder also has reached the JAHR
Executive Committee.

We honour the memory of the mentioned
colleagues and friends and extend our
condolences to their families. Obituaries have

been or will be published, inter alia, in Numen.

A full and detailed report concerning 2005 -
2008 (published in the IJAHR e-Bulletin
Supplement, Brno Edition, August 2008, pp. 14
-35) was presented to and adopted by the
International Committee in Brno 2008. What
follows is a summary of key achievements and
issues from 2005 -2010, including some but
not all of the details related in the 2005 -2008
report. Apart from the initial section on the
Executive Committee and its business
meetings, the present report is structured in
terms of what are considered to be the major
focus areas and highlights of the last five years
of our association.

1 Executive Committee:
Meetings and Changes

1.1 Meetings

According to the IAHR Constitution Article 5,
the IAHR Executive Committee, or at least the
President, General Secretary and Treasurer
shall, if possible, meet at least once a year.

Apart from its Incoming Meeting in Tokyo,
2005, the IAHR Executive Committee has held
meetings in: Philadelphia, November 19, 2005;
Bucharest, September 18-19, 2006; Ankara,
October 21, 2007; Brno, September 6 -7, 2008,
and Messina, September 12-13, 2009. The
2010 IAHR Outgoing Executive Committee
Meeting in Toronto is scheduled for August 14.
Except for the meeting in Philadelphia, the
meetings took place in connection with an
IAHR Special Conference.

The Executive Committee is aware of the fact
that its meetings in this period, except for the
one in Philadelphia, have all been located in
the region covered by the EASR, its regional
European member association. Apart from the
2002 meeting in Wellington, NZ, and the 2005
one in Tokyo, the former Executive Committee
also held most of its meetings within the
confines of Europe. The fact that the meetings
of the International Committee held between
consecutive quinquennial congresses have also
been located in Europe (Marburg 1988, Paris
1993, Hildesheim 1998, Bergen 2003, Brno
2008) stresses the need for the incoming
Executive Committee to consider how best to
implement the IAHR principle of rotation,
thus trying to move its Executive and
International Committee meetings around the
world.

This is not to say that there have not been good
reasons for locating the meetings. For instance,
quite a few of the EASR Annual Conferences
were awarded the status of an JAHR Special or
Regional Conference. The national host
association applied for this status, and the
IAHR Executive has considered it proper to
support new as well as old EASR/TAHR
member associations also by way of this.
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The EASR Annual Conference, moreover, is a
genuinely annual event, except for the year that
it coincides with the JAHR World Congress,
and therefore the Executive always knows,
generally more than a year in advance, where
to possibly hold its next meeting in
conjunction with an JAHR-related conference.

As for the International Committee meetings
that have been held in conjunction with an
EASR Annual Conference that has also been
awarded the status of an IAHR Special or
Regional Conference, the need for having a
quorum (“attendance of ten members from a
minimum of seven national associations”,
Constitution § 6) also plays a role. While this is
unlikely to not be the case at an EASR Annual
Conference, it is not necessarily so within the
framework of regional or national conferences
elsewhere. There are, of course, a range of
factors that account for this.

But again: I consider it important that the
incoming Executive considers matters and
discusses how best to implement the principle
of rotation and geographical balance.

1.2 Changes

The passing away of elected Treasurer Prof.
Gary Lease in early January 2008 was not just a
deep personal loss to me and the other
members of the Executive Committee. It was
also a most serious blow and loss to the
Executive Committee and its smooth
functioning. The situation was further
complicated by the fact that I was, apart from
Prof. Lease himself, the sole signatory to the
IAHR accounts (with Bank of America in
Santa Cruz, CA). The accounts therefore were
moved (during my visit to Santa Cruz where I
also participated in the memorial service for
Prof. Gary Lease) to my account and my bank
in Copenhagen, and it turned out that it was
no easy thing to move them elsewhere again.

Since Prof. Pratap Kumar, elected Deputy
Treasurer, and, following the death of Prof.
Lease named Acting Treasurer, at that time was
not certain as to where he would be working

and living in the years ahead, it was decided to
let the accounts be with me in Copenhagen
and let me handle all matters pertaining to the
accounts. At least for the time being.

The Executive Committee, however, suffered
yet another loss when Prof. Kumar in a letter
dated December 16, 2008 to the President,
Prof. Hackett, announced his resignation from
the JAHR Executive Committee with
immediate effect. The President in her reply to
Prof. Pratap expressed the opinion of the IAHR
Executive Committee when she expressed her
sadness as well as her gratitude for Prof.
Kumar’s many and valuable contributions to
the JAHR as Deputy Treasurer, as Director of
the IAHR Durban 2000 World Congress, as
key to the promotion of the IAHR African
Trust Fund, as well as to the development of
the ASRSA. In a letter to Prof. Kumar, I (TJ)
also expressed my gratitude for the services of
Prof. Kumar to the IAHR, stressing how
delighted I had been working with Prof.
Kumar during and after the Tokyo World
Congress.

Following Prof. Kumar’s resignation, it was
decided that the General Secretary function as
Acting Treasurer. This was due not least to the
aforementioned location of the IJAHR accounts
in a Copenhagen bank, and to the fact that I
was already taking care of the daily financial
business of the JAHR (dues accounting,
reimbursement of expenses, payment of bills,
transactions with CIPSH etc.).

1.3 Communications: Newsletters,
E-mail letters of information,
and IAHR e-Bulletin Supplement

Following Tokyo 2005, regular letters, e-mail
letters of information (June 14, 2005;
November 1, 2005; November 2, 2005; April 2,
2006; January 11, 2008), and most lately an
IAHR e-Bulletin Supplement (as of March 18,
2008, August 2008 (Brno Edition), and
November 2009) have been sent to the officers
of the JAHR member societies and associations
and posted at the IAHR website.
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Furthermore, information on and calls for the
IAHR International Committee Meeting, Brno,
September 10, 4 -6 pm, have been sent in
e-mails (February 17, 2008; March 18, 2008;
June 12, 2008, and August 11, 2008), and
information on and calls for the IAHR XXth
World Congress in Toronto with its
International Committee Meeting and the
General Assembly have been communicated by
e-mail and the JAHR e-Bulletin Supplement to
the officers of the constituent member societies
and associations of the JAHR in November
2009 and in May 2010.

The minutes from the Tokyo IAHR
International Committee Meeting and General
Assembly (prepared by the former General
Secretary, Prof. Armin W. Geertz) were sent to
the officers of the constituent member societies
and associations as attachments to an e-mail
sent November 1, 2005. The minutes from the
intermediary International Committee
Meeting in Brno 2008 were sent as an
attachment in an e-mail to all officers on July 1,
2009 together with news on the Toronto 2010
World Congress.

More information about Toronto 2010 was
given in the JAHR e-Bulletin Supplement,
November 2009. Included in this was, inter
alia, information on nominations for the IAHR
Executive Committee 2010-2015, on
procedures, priorities and criteria for IAHR/
CIPSH grants to Toronto participants, and on
IAHR business meetings in Toronto. A formal
notification about the Toronto 2010
International Committee Meeting and General
Assembly was sent on May 7 to all officers of
constituent and applicant member societies in
an email with attachments with provisional
agendas.

On June 21, 2010 an e-mail, with attachments
regarding proposals for amendments to the
Constitution and By-Laws from the Executive,
along with a proposal for a restructuring of the
Executive from the AASR, was sent to all
officers and delegates to the International
Committee.
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The e-mail also had a link and a password to a
restricted and protected area at the IAHR
website where documents for use during the
International Committee Meeting are
uploaded.

In addition to the above communications, the
General Secretary/Treasurer/Acting Treasurer
has sent several reminders to the officers of the
member societies and associations regarding
the payment of annual fees.

2 |AHR Conferences and Congresses
2.1 IAHR World Congresses

While on the threshold of the XXth IAHR
Quinquennial World Congress, memories of
the previous two magnificent IAHR World
Congresses, in Durban in 2000 and in Tokyo in
2005 are still vivid. Proceedings from Durban
as well as Tokyo have now (finally) been
published, both available at the IAHR website.
Thanks are extended once again to the
organizers of both these events as well as to
those involved in the editorial work pertaining
to the Proceedings (Profs. Brian Bocking,
Rosalind I.]. Hackett, and Michael Pye), as well
as Adjunct Proceedings and Spin-Off volumes.

A call for bids for hosting the JAHR 2015
World Congress was issued with the JAHR
e-Bulletin Supplement, November 2009. As the
deadline for bids, May 1, 2010, passed, I had
received no bids. Consequently, another call for
bids will be issued during the World Congress
in Toronto and again thereafter.

One of the first tasks performed by the
Executive Committee in 2005 was to revise the
so-called “Basic Framework for Running an
IAHR World Congress” (see http://www.iahr.
dk/congress.html). I recommend that member
societies or associations considering making a
bid take a look at these updated guidelines
regarding the organization and running of an
IAHR World Congress.
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2.2 JAHR Regional and Special Conferences

Regarding IAHR Special and Regional
Conferences, the relevant paragraphs of the
IAHR Rules and Procedures can be read at
http://www.iahr.dk/special.html and http://
www.iahr.dk/regional.html

Since the World Congress in Tokyo, the IAHR
has sponsored the following IAHR Regional
and Special Conferences.

1. Thessaloniki-Greece, June 2 -5, 2006. The
Greek Society for the Study of Culture and
Religion (GSSCR): “Society in Transition.
The Interdisciplinary Study of Religion in
Modern Reality”. An IAHR Special
Conference.

2. Bucharest-Romania, September 20-23,
2006. The Romanian Association for the
History of Religions (RAHR): “Religious
History of Europe and Asia”. An JAHR
Special Conference.

3. Stockholm-Sweden, April 19-22, 2007.
The Swedish Association for the Study of
Comparative Religion (SSRF): “Borders
and Boundaries: New challenges in the
academic study of religion” An IAHR
Special Conference.

4. Bangkok-Thailand, May 24 -27, 2007. The
South and Southeast Asian Association for
the Study of Culture and Religion
(SSEASR): “Syncretism in South and
South East Asia: Adoption and
Adaptation”. An JAHR Regional
Conference.

5. Gabarone-Botswana, July 8 -12, 2007. The
African Association for the Study of
Religions (AASR): “Health, Healing and
the Academic Study of Religion in Africa”
An IAHR Regional Conference.

6. Ankara-Turkey, October 22 -24, 2007. The
Turkish Association for the History of
Religions (TAHR): “Secularism and
religious resurgence”. An IAHR Special
Conference.

7. Brno-Czech Republic, September 7-11,
2008. The Czech Society for the Study of
Religions (CSSR) & The European
Association for the Study of Religions
(EASR): “Time of Decline, Time of Hope:
Scientific, Cultural and Political
Engagement of the Study of Religions”. An
IAHR Special Conference.

8. Denpasar-Bali/Indonesia, June 3 -6, 2009.
The South and Southeast Asian
Association for the Study of Culture and
Religion (SSEASR): “Waters in South and
Southeast Asia: Interaction of Culture and
Religion” An IAHR Regional Conference.

9. Messina-Sicily/Italy, September 14-17,
2009. The Societa Italiana di Storia delle
Religioni (SISR) & The European
Association for the Study of Religions
(EASR): “Religion in the History of
European Culture” An IAHR Special
Conference.

The IAHR Executive Committee thanks all
colleagues whose engagement and hard work
have made these conferences possible and
successful. (For Proceedings and Spin-Off
Publications from the mentioned conferences,
see below and http://www.iahr.dk/proceedings.
html)

2.3 Future Conferences

At the moment, the IAHR Executive
Committee has awarded the SSEASR 4th
Conference in Bhutan, June 2011, the status of
an IAHR Regional Conference, and a
conference in Trondheim, Norway, arranged in
cooperation with the Norwegian association,
planned for December 2011 or early 2012, has
been awarded the status of an IAHR Special
Conference.

The IAHR Executive Committee is pursuing
the same strategy as previous Executive
Committees in implementing and furthering
the global character of the IAHR.
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In continuation of what I said above, the
Executive therefore does what it can to help
assure that the locations for the Executive as
well as the International Committee meetings
also reflect the global character of the IAHR
constituency. Consequently, I encourage
member societies and associations considering
hosting an JAHR Special or Regional
conference in the period 2011 -2014 to
approach the IAHR General Secretary at the
earliest possible stages of consideration and
planning. An early approach is also
recommended in regard to the possibility of
obtaining CIPSH grants, since the JAHR has to
apply for such subventions several years in
advance.

3 Finances
3.1 Improvements

Having mentioned how the IAHR has
succeeded in helping colleagues improve upon
and encourage the study of religion in new
nations and recently re-organized nations, and
how it has become more and more global in its
outreach and implementation, my predecessor,
Prof. Armin W. Geertz, in his report in Tokyo
2005 (IAHR Bulletin 38, p. 38), in light of the
then gloomy financial situation, stated that if
the situation did not improve, then the IAHR
would become more virtual than real, most
IAHR events will most likely happen only in
economically strong countries, and “once
again, we would be back to the routines and
power structures of yesteryears...”

As can be read from my 2008 reports as
General Secretary as well as Acting Treasurer,
and from the 2010 Acting Treasurer’s Report
(see below), the financial situation of the IAHR
as compared to the situation in 2005 has no
doubt improved considerably.

Efforts to improve the financial situation were
launched at the first meeting of the incoming
Executive in Tokyo, and in spite of the fact that
not all initiatives have borne fruit, quite a few
have done so.
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The single most important contribution to the
financial improvement is the income generated
by the new agreement with Brill in regard to
Numen. Special thanks are extended to Prof.
Brian Bocking, the Publications Officer, for his
efforts and cooperation in this matter. Though
this steady revenue source, that will continue at
least until 2018 (when the contract with Brill
will be up for renewal), has made the JAHR
less dependent on the annual membership fees
as well as on grants from the CIPSH, both of
the latter sources of income remain important.

3.2 Membership Fees

As regards membership fees, there is, as can be
seen from the survey below, reason for joy and
optimism: a proactive and stringent dues
policy, in combination with the 2005 change to
the Constitution making voting rights
dependent on the payment of dues, has
undoubtedly helped more IAHR members pay
the annual fees, and several member
associations have also paid for a series of years
during which they had not paid fees.

I want to express my gratitude to the late Prof.
Gary Lease for his efforts in this regard. I will
be forever grateful for having had the pleasure,
honour and joy of cooperating with him in
these matters.

My heartfelt thanks also go to the member
associations, not least those who have
managed, in several instances with difficulty
and hardship, to pay up for a series of years
and to those that have entered into agreements
about paying up in Toronto and before the end
of 2010.
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3.3 CIPSH

As for the CIPSH grants: Here too I am
convinced that an active engagement with the
CIPSH, in terms of participation in the
meetings and affairs of the CIPSH, including the
CIPSH journal Diogenes, and in terms of
punctual applications for grants (and a robust
follow-up also after the grants have been
awarded) has proved fruitful. As can be seen
from the Acting Treasurer’s Report, our
expenses in this regard, the annual fee to the
CIPSH and a bi-annual expense to cover part of
travel costs for our participant(s) to the CIPSH
General Assembly, so far have been well placed.
The active participation of the President, Prof.
Hackett, in several CIPSH meetings has been
highly conducive to establishing the IAHR as a
respected learned society, and if the President
and I myself had not been present at the 2008
meeting, I very much doubt that the IAHR
would have obtained any grants for Brno, Bali,
and Toronto.

Our membership in the CIPSH is thus positive
for at least two reasons: because we have an
interest in actively supporting the humanities
via this, and because it so far also has paid off
in terms of grants for the conferences of our
member associations and societies, grants to be
used mainly to subsidize travel costs of
participants in need of such assistance.

3.4 Improvement in financial support
to members, and in the furthering
of the aims of the IAHR

The reason why the improved financial
situation may be the key achievement in 2005
-2010 was indicated above: Only because of
this and the money thus accumulated is the
IAHR able to offer members more than
symbolic or cultural capital. Not that this type
of contribution is unimportant. Awarding a
national or regional conference the status of an
IAHR Special or Regional Conference, often in
combination with a smaller grant (‘seed
money’), has often paved the way for other
kinds of financial support to the member
associations and their activities.

Still, to be able to help support the
participation of individual members in the
IAHR Toronto World Congress 2010 with a
sum of $25,000 USD taken from the IAHR
general funds and granted on top of the $7,000
USD we have been granted for that purpose
from the CIPSH, is a major and noteworthy
achievement. It has been a great pleasure for
the Executive Committee to be able to spend
money on this, so evidently in line with the
main aims of the IJAHR, namely to promote,
support and strengthen the academic study of
religions worldwide.

But the $25,000 USD granted to the World
Congress in Toronto is not all: in 2005-2010
we have been able to, with the help of the
CIPSH grants, give grants (‘seed money’) to a
number of JAHR Special and Regional
Conferences:

Bucharest 2006: $500 USD; Gabarone 2006: $500
USD; Bangkok 2007: $1,000 USD; Ankara 2007:
$1,000 USD; Brno 2008: 1.000 Euro; Bali 2009:
1.000 Euro & $2,000 USD (an extra grant of
$1,000 USD was given to cover costs for travel
attached to the planning of the conference);
Messina 2009: 1.000 Euro; Ile-Ife 2010: $1,000
USD. Besides, we granted a travel grant (some
$900 USD) to assist a delegate from the SSEASR
participate in the International Committee
Meeting in Brno 2008.

3.5 IAHR African Trust Fund

The improved financial situation, and the
steady income over the coming years, has also
made it possible for the Executive Committee
to suggest and now (together with members of
a newly established Board of Trustees)
implement a revised scheme for the JAHR
African Trust Fund:

The IAHR African Trust Fund is one of the
many positive results of the Durban 2000
World Congress, established as it was with
money accumulated via that congress and
handed over to the IAHR/the IAHR African
Trust Fund by the Congress director, Prof.
Pratap Kumar.
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The IAHR Executive Committee (2005-2010)
took over the rules for the fund as decided
upon by the previous Executive Committee,
first communicated to the International
Committee in Bergen 2003, and later made
public also in the IJAHR Bulletin, Tokyo
Congress Edition, no. 38, March 2005, pp. 40
-41.

The sum of money (cf. the aforementioned
Bulletin p. 47) transferred from the previous to
the current Executive Committee was $10,957
USD. In view of some uncertainty as to the
exact amount of money belonging to the IAHR
African Trust Fund at the time I took over
from the late Prof. Lease, the Executive decided
to consider a bank note of some $1,000 USD as
also pertaining to the IAHR African Trust
Fund. This account, thus, now amounts to
$12,000 USD.

At its meeting in Messina in September 2009,
the JAHR Executive Committee decided to do
something about this fund, even if the amount
of money accumulated was not $20,000 USD
as stipulated in the rules. The decisions taken
were as follows:

1. To set up the stipulated Board of Trustees
in 2010

2. Not to wait for the sum to grow to $20,000
USD (e.g., by way of investing the money
so as to accumulate the highest interest
rate).

3. To add $8,000 USD over the next five
years to the fund from IAHR general
funds

4. To turn the IAHR African Trust Fund into
a ‘sinking’ fund instead of an ‘endowment’
fund

5. To spend the money ($20,000 USD) over a
period of five years, beginning in 2010

6. To thus have $4,000 USD each year for 5
years to be granted by the Board of
Trustees according to the criteria set up in
the rules.
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Following an invitation to the regional and
national African member associations and
societies in January 2010 to each appoint a
representative to the stipulated Board of
Trustees, the member associations appointed
the following officers to the Board of Trustees:
AASR: Prof. Afe Adogame; ASRSA: Prof.
Denzil Chetty; EAASR: Prof. Philomena
Mwaura; NAASR: Prof. Pius Oyeniran Abioje.

According to the rules, the IAHR General
Secretary and the IAHR Treasurer must be
members of the board. Since the General
Secretary was at the moment also Acting
Treasurer, it was decided that IAHR President,
Prof. Rosalind I.]. Hackett, serves together with
me (T]) until a new Treasurer has been elected.

The Board of Trustees has finalized a text for
the announcement of the grants for 2010, and
the announcement most likely will be issued
before the end of August.

3.6 IAHR Endowment Fund

Though more an indirect than direct
improvement in terms of finances, mention
must be made of the transfer of a larger sum of
money from the general funds of the JAHR to a
special IAHR Endowment Fund account, a
transfer I have completed with a view to earlier
discussions about this fund. The amount of
money transferred to this Endowment Fund
account has been estimated with reference to
my findings of records on this fund (see the
IAHR e-Bulletin Supplement (August 2008),
p-33). It must now be up to the incoming
Executive Committee to make further decisions
in regard to the IAHR Endowment Fund.

These discussions may be linked, one way or
the other, to discussions about more concerted
fund-raising efforts. The fund-raising sub-
committee established in Toronto has been
working on a possible scheme for such
fund-raising, a scheme involving IAHR
Honorary Life Members and other prominent
members to the IAHR in active fund-raising.
The proposal will be handed over to the
incoming Executive Committee for further
deliberation and decision-making.
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3.7 A Note of Warning

Though I do not want to end this section on a
pessimistic note, I want to end on a realistic
note. I therefore want to stress that the
improved financial situation is based not just
on an increase in payment of membership dues
and on the new income related to Numen. It is
also based on a rather strict policy in regard to
expenses, especially expenses related to the
performance of the work of the Executive
Committee and its officers and members-at-
large. However, as mentioned in my report to
the International Committee in Brno 2008, this
rather severe reduction in expenses, and thus
the fairly sound financial situation, has been
possible only because members of the
Executive Committee so far have been able to
finance themselves almost all of their expenses
related to the execution of their duties.

This is, of course, problematic for a number of
reasons, and I doubt if it can continue much
longer. It is a problem that the IAHR
‘functions’ only if the members of the
Executive Committee happen to be in a
position to help finance the IAHR indirectly by
way of paying themselves for the larger part of
the expenses related to the execution of their
duties. In 2008 I calculated that the money
contributed by just three officers, the President,
the General Secretary, and Publications Officer
amounted to some $28,000 USD, with some
$10,000 of that amount being provided by the
officers themselves and not by their
universities. According to information on costs
covered by other members of the Executive, a
rough estimate is that no less than some
$50,000 USD, i.e., $10,000 USD per year is
used for travel and accommodation related to
participation in the business meetings and
conferences.

Furthermore, the fact that this is how it has
been for many years, and the fact that this has
been, at least so far, a necessity in order for the
IAHR to function, might have implications for
the implementation of the democratic
aspirations of the IAHR.

Though a problem especially in regard to the
duties to be performed by the General
Secretary, the President and to a certain degree
also the Treasurer, the problem is in fact of
relevance for other IAHR officers. Not everyone
has the means required to be an active member
of the IAHR Executive nor of the International
Committee.

Moreover, this way of covering the expenses
(not by regular income but by these hidden
‘contributions’ by the officers themselves) and
strengthening the finances may soon come to
an end, dependent as it is on the financial
situation of the respective universities and
departments and on their continued
willingness to support the officers in question.
Consequently, the IAHR has to find other
means to help cover the aforementioned
expenses. The new source of income, the
Numen honorarium, and the improved
situation in regard to payment of annual fees,
are both most welcome and extremely helpful.
But they are not enough.

4 Tightening up the IAHR
Academic Profile

Following up on criticisms and
recommendations brought forward in Tokyo
2005, one of the first tasks completed by the
Executive Committee was to revise and rewrite
the JAHR policy statement (published
elsewhere in this Bulletin) so that it could be
printed in the IAHR pamphlet (also produced
in a new version in 2005) and be part of the
profile of Numen.

The proposed amendment to Article 1 in the
IAHR Constitution is meant to tighten up the
Constitution also on this point. In case the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of
the International Committee, votes for the
proposed changes to the IAHR Constitution
Article 1, then the IAHR will, as I see it, have
the very best foundation for its work in the
years ahead.
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Allow me to quote the now famous words of
former IAHR General Secretary, now
Honorary Life Member, Prof. Zwi Werblowsky
(Numen 7, 1960, 220):

If the IAHR has any raison détre it is by
reason of a division of labour which
makes the Organization the responsible
organ and international meeting ground
for those scholars who wish to serve the
cause of Religionswissenschaft in its strict
sense.

Or, as said, with reference to Werblowsky and
Marburg 1960, by former IAHR General
Secretary and President, now Honorary Life
Member, Michael Pye, in his Opening Speech
in Durban 2000 (Durban 2000 Proceedings,
291-292):

It is of course legitimate to correlate the
study of religions with all kinds of other
questions, but the IAHR, according to its
statutes, stands for and promotes the
study of religions as such. [...]

I believe that the IAHR should stay with this
perspective in the future, and strengthen it. In
so doing it has a unique contribution to make
by standing for a specific academic discipline
in a world-wide context.

I believe and hope that the tightening up of the
policy statement and of Article 1 in the
Constitution will make it easier for the JAHR
and its member societies and associations to
actually contribute to and further the academic
study of religions throughout the world, e.g., in
regard to conference programs and
contributions, and to publications. It will also
make it easier for member associations to
clearly tell government or sponsoring bodies
that their academic enterprise differs from
religious, interreligious or similar
organizations.
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5 Membership Development

The IAHR membership has developed
annually and steadily since 1950. 2005-2010 is
no exception to the rule. In Tokyo 2005 three
national associations, namely the Romanian,
the Greek, and the Turkish, and one regional
association, the South and Southeast Asian
Association for the Study of Culture and
Religions, were adopted as member
associations.

Since 2005 the JAHR Executive Committee has
been actively engaged in supporting the
establishment of the Estonian and the
Portuguese associations, and we encouraged
the recently founded Latvian association to
also seek membership to the IAHR.
Developing the membership in former East
and Central Europe thus has continued, partly
in cooperation with the EASR. While the
International Committee on the
recommendation of the Executive Committee
at its meeting in Brno 2008 decided to
recommend the adoption of the Estonian and
Portuguese associations, the decision about the
Latvian association will be taken during the
business meetings in Toronto.

Membership development in Central and
Eastern Europe includes continuous efforts,
including several meetings in Russia, to
revitalize, restructure or reorganize a dormant
Russian association. At the time of writing,
however, the efforts once again seem to have
run into problems.

Over the last few years, I have also been in
close contact with Bulgarian scholars. A
Bulgarian association so far has not been
established, and during my most recent visit to
Sofia in June 2010 Bulgarian colleagues did not
consider the time ripe for such an association.
A very active Center for the Study of Religions,
however, has been established, and the study of
religions in Bulgaria has been strengthened
over the past few years, and the reputation of
the IAHR, no doubt has proved itself
important also in that regard.
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As for membership development in Central
and Eastern Europe mention of course must
also be made of my contacts with the
ISORECEA, the International Study of
Religion in Eastern and Central Europe
Association, contacts that have now lead to an
application for affiliation by the ISORECEA.

Prof. Michael Pye in his report in Mexico 1995
relates that “attention has been paid to relations
between the JAHR and the American Academy
of Religions” and finds it “desirable to clarify
and maintain constructive relations” between
the two. In the late 1990s, then Deputy General
Secretary Rosalind Hackett met with the then
AAR Executive Director Barbara DeConcini to
discuss possible areas of cooperation, and there
may have been other meetings or contacts that
I do not know about. More productive
discussions were taken up in 2006 when the
IAHR President and General Secretary began
meeting with AAR representatives. Following
some exploratory meetings on possible modes
of cooperation, with the IAHR leadership
being in constant and close contact with the
North American Association for the Study of
Religion (NAASR) leadership, the AAR in
spring 2008 decided to file an application for
membership to the IAHR.

The matter was immediately brought before
the NAASR, and with the NAASR leadership
as well as the NAASR founding fathers in favor
thereof, the Executive Committee decided to
recommend the adoption of the AAR.

With reference to the need for the
International Committee members to discuss
matters with their constituencies, the
International Committee at its meeting in Brno
2008 decided to shelve the question about the
recommendation of the AAR until the
International Committee Meeting in Toronto
2010. Since then the AAR Executive Director,
J. Fitzmier, in a letter to me has repeated and
further explained the sincere wish and interest
of the AAR to become a member of the IAHR
not least in order to give the AAR members
increased opportunities to partner with

scholars of the academic study of religion
outside the US and outside the North
American context.

In regard to Africa and African Associations, I
succeeded after some efforts to get into contact
with representatives from the Nigerian
Association for the Study of Religions (NASR)
as well as from the Eastern African Association
for the Study of Religions, and I am very happy
for this. I would like to extend special thanks to
Prof. Danoye Laguda from the NASR in
assisting me in this. Thanks to this contact,
arrangements to make sure that the NASR is
paid up before the end of 2010, have been
made, and the NASR also has appointed a
representative to the IAHR African Trust Fund
Board of Trustees. This is, of course, a most
welcome development. Allow me also to thank
the AASR Secretary, Prof. Afe Adogame, in
this regard.

I hope the decision to add to, activate and use
the money in the IAHR African Trust Fund
will prove helpful to not just scholars in Africa
but also to membership development within
the JAHR member associations in Africa.

Likewise, it is our hope that small efforts on the
part of the IAHR, e.g,, assisting Brill in finding
suitable recipients for free copies of books, and
assisting the optimal distribution of the
Durban 2000 Proceedings, may also be helpful.
In regard to both the IAHR African Trust Fund
and the now published Durban 2000
Proceedings, thanks are extended to Prof.
Pratap Kumar, whose remarkable work as
Director of the Congress in Durban was a
prerequisite for both the IJAHR African Trust
Fund and the publication.

As regards membership development in Latin
and South America, I do not want to make it a
secret that I would like to have had more time
to also develop this, and if reelected it will be
one of my priorities. Contact with ALER in
this regard is much wished for, but so are closer
contacts with the Brazilian association.
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Some initiatives, though, have been taken.
During a private visit to the region, former
President and General Secretary Prof. Michael
Pye offered to be on the lookout for new
contacts, and in a report sent to me, Prof. Pye,
inter alia, recommended that the JAHR
considered contacting a regional association,
the Asociacion de Cientistas Sociales de la
Religion del Mercosur (in Portuguese:
Associacao de Cientistas Sociais da Religiao do
Mercosul), located, as indicated by the name,
in the countries of the Mercosur/Mercosul (as
opposed to Latin America). I have contacted
the named association regarding possible
cooperation, and I received a reply that opens
up the possibility of further talks and contacts.

[ have also written the Brazilian association,
now totally paid up, in this regard and also in
order to inform them that the IAHR Executive
is interested in sponsoring a conference hosted
by the Brazilian association, possibly in
cooperation with ALER or other Latin or South
American associations in the not too distant
future.

In regard to Latin America, mention must be
also be made of efforts to revitalize or
reorganize the Cuban association, efforts that
included meetings with Cuban colleagues in
Cuba in February this year and continuous
e-mail communication.

A fairly young regional member association,
the SSEASR, has been given special attention in
the past period, in terms of grants to its
bi-annual conferences (Bangkok 2007 and Bali
2009) and in terms of attendance by members
of the JAHR Executive Committee, and it is my
hope that the SSEASR will be able to follow up
on the successes of the first five years, and that
it will be able to further develop its
membership and to help promote the academic
study of religions in the region. Its 4th bi-
annual is scheduled for Bhutan in June 2011.
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As for national member associations in the
same region, mention may be made of the
good news that the Indonesian Association for
the Study and Research of Religion has
managed to pay the fee for 2008 -2010 and
entered an agreement to pay up for the years
2005-2007 also before the end of this year.
Likewise, mention must also be made of the
Korean Association for the History of Religion
(KAHR): the KAHR in spring 2010 transferred
$200 USD to the IAHR accounts, and since it
had not paid its fees since 2001 and I had not
managed to get in contact with any officer
since I started trying in 2006, this development
is highly appreciated. Due to a personal contact
with Prof. Chae Young Kim, now KAHR
Vice-President, I have good hope that the
KAHR will discuss the situation and that a
solution as regards the missing fees will be
found when I meet with Prof. Chae Young Kim
in Toronto.

Before leaving this part of the world, I also
want to mention that I have tried, ever since
taking over in Tokyo 2005, to follow up on the
intention stated in the text regarding the then
disaffiliation of Taiwan Association for
Religious Studies (TARS), namely that their
“subsequent status in the IAHR shall be
resolved after further negotiations.” My
continuous efforts to stay in contact with the
TARS finally seems to have proved helpful. Not
least thanks to former TARS President, Prof.
Yen-zen Tsai, who recently put me in contact
with the current President. Meetings with
scholars from Taiwan pertaining to the TARS
are scheduled for Toronto, and I hope that
together we can discuss and propose solutions
that may be acceptable to everybody.

As some members will remember, the
Australian Association for the Study of
Religions (AASR) disaffiliated in 2000. I shall
not linger on the reasons given for the
disaffiliation nor on the full report and the, in
my opinion, fair as well as convincing response
(See Durban Proceedings, 338 -349) by the
former General Secretary, Prof. Geertz.
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The IAHR Executive, also stimulated by letters
from individual Australian scholars showing
interest in the IAHR, decided to explore the
possibilities for a renewed contact to the
Australian association, and following
explorations by member-at-large Morny Joy,
also involved in the discussions back in the late
90s, I wrote a letter to the AASR Secretary and
President in 2009, sincerely asking them to
consider once again becoming a member of
the JAHR. Some months later I sent another
letter to the President, Toni Tidswell, this time
with more direct reference to former events
and discussions as well as to the most relevant
of the more recent developments within the
IAHR. Finally, this spring, I have once again
mailed the AASR President, and it is my
sincere hope that the Australian Association
for the Study of Religions will discuss the
matter at its meeting this summer, and I also
look forward to meeting with Toni Tidswell at
the AAR annual meeting this year, where she
and other scholars from the region have been
invited by the AAR to participate in panels on
special topics related to the region. Allow me
to thank also other JAHR members who have
been in Australia recently for their efforts to
try help pave the way for a renewed
cooperation between the Australian
association and the JAHR.

Besides the efforts described above to develop
membership in various regions, mention must
also be made of the following:

Efforts to get in contact with and maybe
revitalize or reorganize the Society Belgo-
luxembourgeoise d'Histoire des Religions and
the Israel Society for the History of Religion
respectively have been continued. At the
moment of writing I have finally managed to
get in contact with some scholars from Israel,
and their responses have been highly
promising. As reported earlier, the Treasurer of
the Société Belgo-luxembourgeoise d’Histoire
des Religions in an e-mail stated that the
society was nearly dead and not in a position
to uphold any trans-national contacts.

I have asked in return if there was anything the
IAHR could do, but I did not receive any
response, and efforts to get in contact with the
Belgian/Luxembourg society with the help of
French colleagues so far has not born fruit. I
have, therefore, been in contact for quite some
time with several other Belgian scholars and a
meeting is planned for Toronto in order to
discuss how best to proceed.

6 The (re-) Discovery of Affiliation
of ‘Affiliates’

Soon after taking office, I noticed that the
constitutional distinction between (Article 3A)
members (national and regional member-
associations/-societies), and (3B) affiliates
(international associations for the study of
particular areas within the history of religions),
was not reflected in the then overall
terminology in use (‘affiliation; ‘disaffiliation,
‘affiliate(s)’). Neither did the actual state of
affairs and policy reflect (what I saw as) the
intention of the Constitution, namely to have
member societies and associations as well as
affiliates.

The Executive Committee supported my
suggestion to implement the wording of the
Constitution and look into the possibilities for
having ‘real’ affiliates (something not unknown
in the past history of the IAHR). In this way,
we reasoned, the IJAHR can link to and include
some of those international or regional
associations that focus on research in
particular areas and aspects of the study of
religions, associations to which quite a few
IAHR members as well as non-members are
devoted.

With the new possibilities follow a series of
questions and challenges regarding for
example, more specific criteria for what may
count as an ‘affiliate, for the process of
adoption, and for the status, rights and
obligations of ‘affiliates’ as compared to
‘members’ (e.g., fee, voting rights, participation
in World Congresses).
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Deliberations within the Executive Committee
as well as with some of the potential affiliates,
have so far resulted in several proposals for
amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws,
and I therefore ask you to take a look at those
proposals.

The adoption of one such potential affiliate to
the IAHR, namely the International
Association for the Cognitive Science of
Religion (IACSR), was recommended by the
Executive Committee and also by the
International Committee in Brno 2008. As can
be seen from the relevant document uploaded
at the restricted area at the IAHR website, the
International Study of Religion in Eastern and
Central Europe Association (ISORECEA), and
the International Society for the Study of
Religion, Nature and Culture (ISSRNC) also
had applied for affiliation, and most recently,
following the upload of the mentioned
document, I have received yet another
application for affiliation from the European
Society for the Study of Western Esotericism
(ESSWE).

Contacts with the leadership (especially the
President, James Lewis) of the recently
established International Society for the Study
of New Religions (ISSNR), so far did not lead
to an application.

Following letters from the Society of Biblical
Literature (SBL) regarding possible ways of
cooperation, the President and General
Secretary while in Chicago in November 2008
had an exploratory and informal meeting with
the SBL Executive Director Kent Richards and
the then SBL President, Prof. J. Z. Smith. We
explained that the profile and constitution of
the SBL fits our category of ‘affiliate’ rather
than that of ‘member’. We also, of course,
discussed the fact that the AAR has already
applied for membership. Following the
meeting, I sent several emails to Richards, but
received no response.
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7 Individual Membership

Since 2005 the Executive Committee has
received a few requests regarding individual
membership. In all but one case, however, the
scholar in question has, in accordance with the
IAHR Constitution Article 3, been asked to
seek membership with an already existing
national or regional association.

Following communication regarding a possible
application for membership by the QSSR, the
Queensland Society for the Study of Religion,
the QSSR decided not to apply for membership
to the IAHR, in order not to create problems in
case the Australian association was moved to
consider reentry to the IJAHR. Asa
consequence of this decision, Prof. Helen
Farley applied for individual membership to
the IAHR with reference to the fact that there
is no Australian JAHR member association.

The IAHR Executive Committee recommends
that the International Committee at its meeting
in Toronto 2010 recommend the adoption of
Helen Farley as an individual member to the
IAHR, that is, of course, unless the Australian
association at the time should have decided to
rejoin the IAHR.

8 Lapsed Membership

As the unfortunate cases with the disaffiliation
of the Australian and Taiwanese associations
both show, the IAHR does have provisions not
just for adoption but also for disaffiliation of
members. Over the past years, see in this
regard my 2008 report, the Executive has
started to discuss, however, if these provisions
are sufficient and optimal.

Though it has been a pleasure to witness the
significant increase in the number of paid-up
members, the Executive has discussed what to
do with members who do not pay their dues
and, furthermore, do not communicate about
this or anything else when approached by the
Treasurer and General Secretary.
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The result of the deliberations of the current
Executive, also shown in our proposals for
amendments to the Constitution and Rules of
Procedure, is as follows: The annual fee must
be paid no later than January 31 each calendar
year. The IAHR Treasurer sends out a
notification beginning of January. A reminder
is then to be send to those that have not paid in
March, and a third reminder goes out in May,
asking for a payment no later than June 1.
During the same procedure the following year,
members in bad standing will be reminded
thereof and asked to pay the outstanding fee(s)
as soon as possible and no later than July 1.
They will also be reminded that following 18
months and six reminders, there will be no
more reminders: their membership will be
considered lapsed, and if they have not paid
the outstanding fees within the following 18
months, they will be struck from the list of
member societies and associations. The same
procedure will be applied to affiliates.

9 Proposed Amendments to the
IAHR Constitution and By-Laws

As mentioned above, the tightening up of the
academic profile of the JAHR has now been
followed up by a proposal for an amendment to
the Constitution Article 1. But the proposal for
amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws
entails more than that and more than the
aforementioned accommodations needed to
implement the intention in Article 3B concerning
affiliates.

Since the rationale for the amendments has
been laid out in a separate document, I shall
not repeat that, but instead mention that the
Executive Committee already in 2005 revised
(and improved, I think) the “Basic Framework
for Running IAHR Congresses” (see http://
www.iahr.dk/congress.html), and in Brno
2008, the IAHR Rules were updated so as to
accommodate the new contents and
implications of the contract on Numen signed
with Brill.

Finally explicit mention must be made of the
AASR, the African Association for the Study of
Religions’ proposal for amendments to the
composition of and delegation of duties in the
IAHR Executive Committee. Since preliminary
and general comments to this proposal have
also been published in a separate document, I
shall only extend my thanks to the AASR and
to the two signatories to the AASR proposal,
Profs. Gerrie ter Haar and Jan G. Platvoet. No
matter the outcome of the discussion of their
proposal, they have done an impressive work
outlining the relevant past history of the IAHR,
and they have shown an extraordinary
engagement in the future well-being and
development of the IAHR.

As for the proposal from the Executive
Comnmittee in regard to the composition of the
Executive, let me just state this: When I took
office in 2005 I promised to make an
evaluation of the first five years with the new
delegation of duties (effected as of 2005) one of
my main tasks. The above-mentioned
proposal, according to which the offices of
Membership Secretary and Internet Officer
disappear, is one of the results of my working
experience and evaluation, but it is also the
result of the experience and work of the two
officers in question.

10 IAHR Website Redesigned

The IAHR website serves as one of the most
important means of communications to the
IAHR membership. For several years, it was
evident to the IAHR Executive Committee as
well as to the elected Internet Officer, Prof.
Francisco Diez de Velasco, the first Internet
Officer in the history of the IAHR, that the
IAHR website had to be updated and
redesigned to meet new demands and tastes.
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The Internet Officer, however, also informed
the Executive Committee that he did not want
to do that job himself. The IAHR President,
Prof. Rosalind I.]. Hackett, who had been
actively engaged in the setting up of the (now
old) website fortunately engaged herself also in
creating a new website, and she recommended
that the JAHR ask Jeremy Brent Hughes, a
webmaster at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, USA, to redesign the website and
thereafter maintain and update it on a daily
and annual basis.

Mr. Hughes agreed to do so, and for a very
reasonable fee. The Executive Committee, as
well as several officers from the IAHR member
societies, are very pleased with the new look,
but construction and reconstruction is still
going on behind the scenes, and the website
can and must of course be improved and
developed continuously, hopefully in close
cooperation with its users, that is the members
of the IJAHR.

So I am requesting individual members of the
constituent member societies, and the officers
of the executive committees to please feed us
with your suggestions for improvements that
can then help improve communication and
information from the Executive Committee to
and amongst the members.

Effective communication of key messages
between the member associations and the IAHR
Executive Committee via the General Secretary
is of the utmost importance. Calls for meetings,
minutes from International Committee and
General Assembly meetings and other like
information are normally mailed directly and
separately to the officers of the constituent
societies and/or included in the JAHR e-Bulletin
Supplement, and in the JAHR Bulletin. Such
communication, apart from the print Bulletin,
normally is also posted and archived at the
IAHR website.

For the most part, none of this constitutes a
major challenge, except if I (and the
Membership Secretary) do not have the correct
current names and addresses of the officers.
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The real challenge, to the General Secretary
and to the officers of the member societies,
however, is to find ways to make sure that the
information also reaches each individual
member of the constituent member societies
and associations.

Consequently, please consider if the IAHR can
be of any help in regard to this part of the
communication with the individual members
of the IAHR.

As regards messages from the member
societies to the IAHR, and thus to other
member societies and to JAHR members
around the world, there certainly is also need
for improvement and changes. This was the
reason why I asked all members, (see the JAHR
e-Bulletin Supplement, November 2009) to
send me your suggestions as to how we may
possibly make optimal use of the new website.

I have so far received no suggestions (except
for what may be included in this regard in the
AASR proposal for a restructuring of the
Executive Committee), and I therefore repeat
my request: Please send me your opinion on
the new website. What kind of innovation do
you wish to see at the website beyond what is
already there now? What other or different
sections or links do you need? Do you want the
IAHR to post announcements of your
conferences, be it conferences open only to
your own national or regional membership or
to the JAHR membership in general? Do you
need innovations capable of announcing a new
issue of your journal, or a book authored by
one of your members? Do you wish for a site
continuously keeping track of developments
and events within the other IAHR member
societies? Are we to develop more areas on the
website, exclusively for and restricted to JAHR
officers and members?
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1 Women Scholars Network

The TAHR Women Scholars Network (cf.
http://www.iahr.dk/wsn/) was launched in
2007. The purpose of the network is:

.. to provide a forum for women in
Religious Studies throughout the world
to be in contact with one another. So, the
basic aim is to encourage scholarly
exchange, as well as to help solidify
friendships that have begun at various
IAHR conferences in different countries
and regions. We hope to provide a venue
for dialogue on topics of mutual
academic and professional interest.

The IAHR Executive Committee considers this
initiative to be extremely important in
furthering and implementing our stated aims,
and it is the hope that it may help pave the way
for other similar initiatives. One such may be
the establishing of a Young Scholars Network,
an idea we have discussed but one that the
outgoing Executive now must pass on to the
incoming Executive Committee.

12 IAHR Publications
12.1 Editorial Board Meetings

For many years, the IAHR Executive
Comnmittee has constituted the Numen
editorial board, as well as the advisory board of
Numen Books Series (NBS), and for a few years
the advisory board of Science of Religion:
Abstracts and Index of Recent Articles (SoR).
Regular editorial and advisory board meetings,
consequently, have been held in connection
with the already mentioned IAHR Executive
Committee meetings. Since 2008 when the
agreements between Brill and IAHR on NBS
and SoR came to an end (see below) only
Numen editorial board meetings have been
held. Separate minutes from each of these have
been recorded and adopted.

12.2 Numen: International Review for
the History of Religions

The IAHR Executive Committee, represented
by Profs. Brian Bocking, the JAHR
Publications Officer, and myself, in 2007 -2008
negotiated a new agreement with Brill on the
future of Numen, Numen Book Series, and
Science of Religion: Abstracts and Index of
Recent Articles. The new contract on Numen
was endorsed by the IAHR Executive
Committee at its meeting in Ankara, October
21,2007, and since I have already reported in
detail on the contents of this contract (see my
report to the International Committee in Brno
2008), I shall only say that the JAHR Executive
Committee is (still) very happy with the new
contract. In respect of overall direction and
editorial control past arrangements will
continue: the elected Executive Committee of
the IAHR is the Numen Editorial Board, and
Numen thus remains the journal of the JAHR
and its membership. At the same time the
arrangement is a great improvement in regard
to the JAHR finances, thus also constituting a
great improvement as regards the possibility
for the Executive Committee to grant money
in support of the IAHR World Congress,
Special and Regional Conferences, publications
and the like.

Due to these changes in regard to Numen, the
paragraphs relating to Numen in the JAHR
By-Laws were amended in Brno 2008.

As regards Numen, many thanks are extended
to Prof. Einar Thomassen who stepped down
as one of two managing editors in 2008, and a
warm welcome to Prof. Olav Hammer who
took over when Thomassen left. Likewise
thanks are extended to Prof. Gregory Alles
who as of January 2010 joined the managing
editors, in order to be in place when Prof.
Gustavo Benavides steps down by the end of
2010.

Finally warm thanks are extended to Prof.
Maya Burger who, after having served for
many years the JAHR as Numen Review
Editor, has decided to step down.
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A warm welcome at the same time is extended
to Prof. Ingvild S. Gilhus taking over from
Maya Burger but already working as Review
Editor together with Prof. Burger.

12.3Numen Book Series and Science of
Religion: Abstracts and Index of Recent
Articles

Though the JAHR Executive Committee
conceived of Numen, Numen Book Series and
SoR as an IAHR/Brill package and a strong
‘brand;, negotiations regarding Numen Book
Series and SoR did, as related earlier, not have
the same outcome as for Numen: as of 31 July,
2008, with the lapse of the old agreement,
Numen Book Series thus was no longer an
IAHR related book series, and the same goes
for the SoR.

The IAHR Executive Committee thanks the
editors of Numen Book Series for their many
years of hard work, and Katja Triplett and her
team of editors for their work on SoR.

I have, together with the Publications Officer,
Prof. Brian Bocking, had a meeting in London
with Janet Joyce, Equinox Publishing, and Prof.
Bocking subsequently has lined up a possible
scheme for an JAHR book series, and a
proposal that can be discussed and decided
upon by the incoming Executive Committee is
in preparation.

12.4 Congress and Conference
Proceedings, Adjunct Proceedings etc.

As mentioned above, the Proceedings from the
World Congresses in Durban 2000 and Tokyo
2005 have now been published. These
Proceedings can be found at the JAHR website
at http://www.iahr.dk/proceedings.html where
a list of Adjunct Proceedings and Spin-oft
publications can also be found.

Please take also a look at the listing of
publications related to IAHR Special and
Regional Conferences.
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All together this comprises a fairly impressive
list, and I want to thank all colleagues involved
in all of these publications for their
contribution to the academic study of religions
and to the work of the IJAHR.

Allow me, at the same time, to ask colleagues
who know of other IAHR-related publications
to send me or the Publications Officer a note
about it, and allow me also to remind all
colleagues planning publications, including
thematic issues of journals, linked to the JAHR
World Congress and IAHR Special and
Regional Conferences, that such publications
must acknowledge that they stem from the
IAHR Congress or conference and that papers
published were presented there.

Furthermore, it is requested that a minimum
of three (copies) be made available to the
Executive Committee of all spin-off volumes.

13 Final remarks

Allow me finally to extend my thanks to the
colleagues in the Executive Committee for the
cooperation over the last five years, and a
special thank goes to those colleagues, Vice-
Presidents Profs. Gerrie ter Haar and Akio
Tsukimoto, Internet Officer Prof. Francisco
Diez de Velasco, and member-at-large Prof.
Alef T. Wasim, who have decided to step down
in Toronto. They have all done a great work
serving the IAHR for years.

Thanks are also extended to all other
colleagues from the IAHR member
associations and societies who are all in various
ways contributing to the steady promotion of
the academic study of religions and thus to the
work of the IAHR.
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Last but not least I want to thank the Toronto
hosting member associations and societies,
that is the North American Association for the
Study of Religion (NAASR), the Canadian
Society for the Study of Religion (CSSR), La
Société québécoise pour létude de la religion
(SQER), and the Sociedad Mexicana para el
estudio de las Religiones (SMER)as well as the
University of Toronto Department and Centre
for the Study of Religion (CSR) and Institute
for the Advanced Study of Religion (IASR) for
taking upon themselves the task of hosting the
IAHR XXth World Congress.

Special thanks, of course, are extended to the
Congress Director, Prof. Donald Wiebe, to the
Congress Secretariat, and to the Academic
Program Co-Chairs, Profs. Ingvild S. Gilhus
and Martin H. Luther.

Thanks also to everybody else in Toronto and
around the world for their contribution to the
planning and running of the Congress and the
academic program with its many panels and
papers all linked to the overall Congress theme
‘RELIGION - A HUMAN PHENOMENON:.

Tim Jensen
IAHR General Secretary
Copenhagen, July 14, 2010
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IAHR INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Toronto, Canada Wednesday, August 18, 2010

Minutes of the Meeting

[To be adopted at the next International
Committee Meeting in 2013]

[Preliminarily adopted by the Executive
Committee January 31, 2011]

The President, Prof. Rosalind I. J. Hackett
presiding.

Prof. Hackett welcomed the delegates of the
International Committee and asked the
General Secretary, Prof. Tim Jensen, to
ascertain that the meeting had been
announced and called in accordance with the
IAHR By-Laws, Rule 3d. With reference to the
General Secretary’s report, JAHR

Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010, p.
40, Prof. Jensen ascertained that the meeting
had been announced first in the JAHR
e-Bulletin Supplement, November 2009, and
then in a formal notification with attachments
and provisional agendas e-mailed on May 7,
2010 to all officers of constituent and applicant
member societies.

1 Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was unanimously adopted.

2 Membership

Prof. Jensen referred to the Constitution
Article 4b, according to which the
International Committee of the IAHR is
composed of:

i) Two representatives each of the
constituent national and regional societies;

ii) The Executive Committee [...];

iii) Up to four individual members co-opted
by the International Committee on the
recommendation of the Executive
Committee.

With reference to Rule 5d Prof. Jensen noticed

that “[m]embers of the Executive Committee
of the AHR may not serve as representatives
for their constituent societies at the
International Committee meetings.”

2.1 Ascertainment of Membership

The following members of the Executive
Committee of the IAHR were present:
President Rosalind I. J. Hackett, Vice-President
Akio Tsukimoto, General Secretary Tim
Jensen, Deputy General Secretary Ingvild
Selid Gilhus, Membership Secretary Abrahim
H. Khan, Publications Officer Brian Bocking,
and Member without portfolio Morny Joy.

Apologies from: Vice-President Gerrie ter
Haar, Internet Officer Francisco Diez de
Velasco, and Member without portfolio Alef
Theria Wasim.

The following representatives of the IAHR
member societies and associations were
present:

Africa (AASR): Afe Adogame & Jan G.
Platvoet;

Austria (OGRW): Karl Baier;

Belgium/Luxembourg: none;

Brazil (ABHR/BAHR): none;

Canada (CSSR/ SCER) [one vote only]:
Darlene Juschka; Canada (Québec)
(SQER) [one vote only]: Patrice Brodeur;

China (CARS): Zhuo Xinping;

Cuba (ACER): Ofelia Perez;

Czech Republic: David Zbiral;

Denmark (DASR): Jeppe Sinding Jensen &
Jesper Serensen;

Eastern Africa (EAASR): none;

Europe (EASR): Kim Knott;

Finland: Tuula Sakaranaho & Veikko
Anttonen; France: Charles Guittard &
Regine Guittard;

Germany (DVRW): Christoph Bochinger &
Katja Triplett;

Greece (GSSCR): Panayotis Pachis;

Hungary: Mihaly Hoppal;
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India (IASR): H.S. Prasad;

Indonesia: none; Israel: none;

Italy: Giovanni Casadio & Marco Pasi;

Japan: Susumu Shimazono & Yoshitsugu
Sawai;

Latin America (ALER): none;

Mexico: Yolotl Gonzales;

Netherlands (NGG): Kocku von Stuckrad;

New Zealand (NZASR): Will Sweetman;

Nigeria (NASR): none;

Norway (NRF): Knut A. Jacobsen;

Poland: none;

Romania (RAHR): none;

Russia: none;

Slovakia (SS_N/SASR): none;

South Korea (KAHR): Chae Young Kim;

Southern Africa (ASRSA): Johan Strijdom;

South and Southeast Asian Association for the
Study of Culture and Religion (SSEASR):
Sophana Srichampa & Amarjiva Lochan;

Spain (SECR): Mar Marcos Santos;

Sweden (SSRF): Susanne Olsson & Jenny
Berglund;

Switzerland (SGR/SSSR): Maya Burger &
Christoph Uehlinger;

Turkey (TAHR): Ali Rafet Ozkan;

Ukraine (UARR): Anatoliy Kolodnyy &
Liudmyla Fylypovych;

United Kingdom (BASR): Bettina Schmidt &
James Cox;

United States (NAASR): Willi Braun & Robert
Yelle.

With reference to Article 6 and Rule 10,
according to which “A meeting of the
International Committee requires a minimum
attendance of ten members from a minimum
of seven national associations’, Prof. Hackett
concluded that the International Committee
had a quorum.

2.2 Co-option as Recommended
by the Executive Committee

The General Secretary informed the
International Committee that the Executive
Committee had no recommendations for
co-option.

With reference to the IAHR By-Laws, Rule 6,
according to which the International
Committee, on the recommendation of the
Executive Committee, may allow observers
(without voting rights) to participate in its
sessions, the General Secretary, Prof. Jensen,
said that the Executive Committee
recommended that representatives from
applicant societies and associations, the chairs
of the of Nominating Committee and the
Honorary Life Membership Advisory
Committee, the Congress Director, the
Academic Program Co-Chair, the managing
editors of Numen, and the candidates for the
Executive Committee 2010-2015 be admitted
as observers with speaking rights.

The IAHR International Committee
unanimously agreed to allow the following
named persons to be present as observers with
speaking rights:

« Ann Taves & Jack Fitzmier (AAR:
American Academy of Religion);

« Ulo Valk (ESSR: Estonian Society for the
Study of Religions);

« Wouter J. Hanegraaf (ESSWE: European
Society of the Study of Western
Esotericism);

o Armin W. Geertz (IACSR: International
Association for the Cognitive Science of
Religion & Chair of Nominating
Committee);

« Janis Priede (LRPB: Latvian Society for the
Study of Religions);

« Michael Pye (Chair of Honorary Life
Membership Advisory Committee);

« Donald Wiebe (Congress Director);

o Luther H. Martin (IACSR: International
Association for the Cognitive Science of
Religion & JAHR Congress Academic
Program Co-Chair);

« Gregory Alles (Numen Managing Editor);
Gustavo Benavides (Numen Managing
Editor);

« Satoko Fujiwara (candidate IAHR
Executive Committee 2010-2015).
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3 Minutes of the International
Committee Meeting Brno 2008

The General Secretary, Prof. Jensen, informed
the members that the minutes (see IAHR
Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010,
pp. 16-29) had been sent to all officers the first
time on July 1, 2009 as an attachment to an
e-mail, and thus in accordance with the IAHR
By-Laws Rule 20b.

The minutes were unanimously adopted.

4 Report by the General Secretary

Prof. Jensen initially honoured the memory of
the IAHR Treasurer, Gary Lease, who passed
away January 4, 2008, as well as that of IAHR
Honorary Life Members Michio Araki,
Carsten Colpe, Ake Hultkrantz, Manuel
Marzal, and Gerardus Oosthuizen, who had all
passed away following the IAHR World
Congress in Tokyo 2005.

Having referred to his detailed written report
(printed in the IAHR Bulletin, Toronto
Congress Edition, 39, 2010, pp. 16-29), the
General Secretary in his oral report focused on
the following:

4.1 Executive Committee: Location of
Meetings, Changes, and
Communications

The location within (the enlarged) Europe of
most of the annual meetings of the 2000-2005
as well as of the 2005-2010 Executive
Committee and of all the intermediary
meetings of the International Committee
(Marburg 1988, Paris 1993, Hildesheim 1998,
Bergen 2003, Brno 2008) indicates the need,
Prof. Jensen said, for the incoming Executive
Committee to consider how to best implement
the IAHR principle of rotation, i.e., moving its
Executive and International Committee
meetings around the world. Jensen noted,
however, that there had been very good
reasons for locating the meetings in
conjunction with TAHR Special and Regional
Conferences hosted by European and EASR
member associations.
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The passing away of elected Treasurer, Prof.
Gary Lease, early January 2008 was a deep
personal loss to the General Secretary and to
all other members of the Executive Committee;
it was, of course, also a serious blow to the
smooth functioning of the Executive
Committee.

The Executive Committee, Prof. Jensen
continued, suffered another loss when Prof.
Pratap Kumar, in December 2008 resigned
with immediate effect.

Following Prof. Kumar’s resignation, it was
decided that the General Secretary function as
Acting Treasurer.

Referring to an earlier communication (IAHR
e-Bulletin Supplement, August 2008, Brno
Edition, p. 30) regarding the decision to
expand the use of electronic communication
and limit the publication of a print JAHR
Bulletin to the quinquennial publication of a
World Congress edition, Prof. Jensen briefly
reported on his communication to the member
associations.

4.2 JAHR Conferences and Congresses

Proceedings from Durban as well as from
Tokyo have been published, both available in
web versions at the IAHR website. Prof. Jensen
extended thanks to the organizers of both
congresses as well as to Profs. Brian Bocking,
Rosalind I.]. Hackett, and Michael Pye for their
editorial work.

On behalf of the IAHR Executive Committee,
Prof. Jensen expressed his gratitude to all
colleagues involved in the many IAHR Special
and Regional Conferences, and he directed the
members to http://www.iahr.dk/proceedings.
html for an overview of Proceedings and
Spin-Off Publications from the conferences.

Planning of SSEASR/IAHR Regional
Conference in Bhutan in June 2011 was well
underway, and the Executive Committee had
awarded a conference in Trondheim, Norway
(December 2011 or spring 2012), arranged in
cooperation with the Norwegian association,
the status of an IAHR Special Conference.
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Prof. Jensen encouraged member societies and
associations to consider hosting an JAHR
Special or Regional conference in the period
2011-2014, strongly advising members to
approach the IAHR General Secretary at the
earliest possible stages of consideration and
planning. Early submissions would also permit
the Executive Committee to apply in due time
for subventions from the CIPSH.

4.3 Finances: Fees, the CIPSH, the IAHR
African Trust Fund, and the IAHR
Endowment Fund

Prof. Jensen said that he wanted to report in
greater detail on the finances. This was partly
because he considered the improvement in the
financial situation one of the most important
developments over the past five years, and
partly because he could then make his report
as Acting Treasurer that much shorter.

Prof. Jensen reminded the members about the
dire financial situation when the current
Executive Committee took office in 2005 and
he referred to the words of then General
Secretary, Prof. Geertz, who feared that if the
situation did not improve, then the IAHR
would become more virtual than real, most
IAHR events would most likely happen only in
economically strong countries, and “once
again, we would be back to the routines and
power structures of yesteryears...” (IAHR
Bulletin 38, p. 38)

Fortunately, Prof. Jensen continued, the
situation had improved considerably, and the
IAHR, inter alia, had been able to support the
Toronto World Congress, i.e., members in
need of support, with $25,000 USD taken from
the IAHR general funds, in addition to the
$7,000 USD the IAHR had received from the
CIPSH.

Besides, in 2005-2010, CIPSH grants as well
as from the IAHR general funds, had been
given to a number of IAHR Special and
Regional Conferences.

Though the single most important
contribution to the financial improvement no
doubt was the income generated by the new
Numen agreement with Brill, an increase in
payment of membership fees also mattered.
While the number of member associations in
bad standing was very high in 2005, the 2010
list showed that almost each and every
member association had paid up or made
arrangements to pay up, either in Toronto or
before the end of 2010.

A proactive dues policy, in combination with
the 2005 change to the Constitution making
voting rights dependent on the payment of dues,
no doubt had played an important role.
However, Prof. Jensen said, the improvement
certainly had come about also because members
realized the seriousness of situation. He
expressed his gratitude to member associations
that had paid their annual fees without
interruption but also those who, despite
financial hardship, had managed to pay up.

Prof. Jensen expressed his gratitude to late
Prof. Lease for his tireless efforts to keep track
of dues paid and unpaid, and he thanked the
Publications Officer, Prof. Brian Bocking, for
his work in the negotiations with Brill.

Prof. Jensen was certain that the active
participation in meetings and affairs of the
CIPSH, including the CIPSH journal Diogenes,
together with punctual applications for grants
(and a robust follow-up) had proved fruitful.
The annual fee to the CIPSH and a bi-annual
expense to cover part of travel costs for [AHR
representatives to CIPSH meetings certainly
had paid oft in terms of money.

Moving on to another consequence of the
improved financial situation, Prof. Jensen
turned his attention to the IAHR African Trust
Fund. In 2009 the JAHR Executive Committee
decided to use some of the money now at hand
to help further the academic study of religions
in Africa, and it decided to do so via the IAHR
African Trust Fund.
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The specific measurements taken were several
(cf. the written report, pp. 43-44), but the main
points were these: over the next five years
$8,000 USD will be transferred from the
general JAHR funds to the JAHR African Trust
Fund, thus bringing the amount of money in
the fund up to the stipulated $20,000. At the
same time, the fund will be transformed from
an ‘endowment’ into a ‘sinking’ fund, and over
a period of five years, beginning in 2010t
would grant $4,000 USD each year. A Board of
Trustees had been set up, and the first
announcement issued.

Prof. Jensen thanked the associations and
officers involved and extended special thanks
to Prof. Afe Adogame, the AASR General
Secretary, who had accepted to function as
Secretary to the Board of Trustees.

Finally, a special account for the JAHR
Endowment Fund had been set up and the
amount of money that had been donated the
IAHR and earmarked this fund had been
transferred from the IAHR general funds. It
must be up to the incoming Executive, Prof.
Jensen added, to make further arrangements
regarding the JAHR Endowment Fund.

Though not wanting to end his report on the
significant improvements in finances on a
pessimistic note, Prof. Jensen added a word of
warning: the improved financial situation was
not solely based on an increase in income. It
was based, of course, also on a very strict
policy in regard to expenses related to the
performance of the work of the members of
the Executive Committee, i.e., costs related to
traveling to and from IAHR conferences and
business meetings. But, the day when members
of the Executive Committee, including the
President and the General Secretary, can no
longer find money within their own university
or from their private accounts to finance
almost all of their expenses related to the
execution of their duties, might not be that far
away. In that case, the IAHR Executive
Committee might very well face a serious
problem.
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According to his information the total sum of
the costs covered by the officers and members
of the outgoing Executive during 2005-2010
was close to $50,000 USD. The Executive thus
indirectly contributed to the finances of the
IAHR with no less than $10,000 USD per year.
This, he added, was most certainly not
particular to this Executive Committee. Now
as before, the General Secretary stressed, the
IAHR Executive Committee members most
certainly were not ‘swanning’ around the
world, living off the dues paid by the members.

4.4 Tightening up the IAHR
Academic Profile

The General Secretary expressed his
satisfaction with the fact that one of the first
tasks completed by the Executive Committee
as it took office in 2005 was to revise the AHR
policy statement (printed in the JAHR Bulletin,
Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010, p. 4) - not
least to tighten up the academic profile and
thus also accommodate the expressed wish of
several members, also International
Committee members.

The proposed amendment to Article 1 in the
IAHR Constitution, Prof. Jensen continued,
was meant to tighten up the Constitution
accordingly, and Prof. Jensen, with reference to
his written report (pp. 45-46) in which he
referred to relevant statements by former
General Secretaries and Presidents, saw the
efforts of the Executive Committee as in
perfect line with the dominant tradition within
the JAHR. A tradition, however, that from time
seemed to be in need of reinvigoration and
reinforcement in word as well as in deed, in
mission statements and in programs and
practices at JAHR conferences and congresses.
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4.5 Membership Development

The IAHR membership, Prof. Jensen said, had
developed steadily since 1950. 2005 -2010 was
no exception to the rule. In Tokyo 2005 the
number of member associations grew to 42 (37
national and five regional ones). If the current
applicant associations were adopted, the total
number of member associations would be 46.

However, Prof. Jensen added, account must be
taken of the fact that some of the associations
currently listed as members are either defunct
or dormant (Belgium-Luxembourg, Cuba,
Israel, and Russia), and in a few cases the
membership might actually be considered
lapsed. Recent contacts had given new hope
that the Israeli association might be revitalized,
and Prof. Jensen also expressed hope that
solutions to challenges facing the Cuban and
Russian associations might be found. As for
Belgium-Luxembourg, however, the mail
received from the Treasurer clearly indicated
that that membership must be considered
lapsed. Prof. Jensen and the President therefore
had been in contact with a group of younger
Belgian scholars trying to found a new Belgian
association.

Looking at the various regions of the world,
Prof. Jensen noticed that membership
development in Eastern and Central Europe
continued. Besides what had already been
indicated about Russia, he mentioned his
contacts with scholars in Bulgaria, and noted
the applications for membership and affiliation
from Estonia, Latvia, and the International
Study of Religion in Eastern and Central
Europe Association.

As for North America, Prof. Jensen said, the
most important development of course was the
application for membership from the AAR, the
American Academy of Religion, the
unreserved recommendation of the adoption
of the AAR by the North American
Association for the Study of Religion
(NAASR), including the readiness of the
NAASR to change status from a national to a
regional member association.

In regard to Africa and African associations,
Prof. Jensen expressed his satisfaction about
renewed contacts with representatives from the
Nigerian Association for the Study of Religions
(NASR) and the Eastern African Association
for the Study of Religions, and he extended
special thanks to Dr. Danoye Laguda from
NASR, and to the AASR Secretary, Prof. Afe
Adogame for their assistance.

As regards Latin and South America, Prof.
Jensen thanked Prof. Michael Pye for his
report regarding the ACSRM, the Asociacion
de Cientistas Sociales de la Religion del
Mercosur (Associacao de CientistasSociais da
Religiao do Mercosul), located, as indicated by
the name, in the countries of the Mercosur/
Mercosul. Prof. Jensen had made contact with
the ACSRM, and the reply from the then
Secretary opened up further talks and contacts.

Prof. Jensen also expressed his wish that the
Brazilian association, maybe in cooperation
with ALER, in the not too distant future, might
host an IAHR Special or Regional Conference,
and having mentioned his visit to Cuba and
the ongoing efforts to find a solution to the
problems facing the Cuban colleagues, Prof.
Jensen expressed his hope that contacts with
ALER be intensified and improved in the years
ahead.

Moving to South and Southeast Asia, Prof.
Jensen noticed the impressive activities of the
SSEASR, the positive signals in regard to
payment of dues from both the Indonesian
Association for the Study and Research of
Religion and the Korean Association for the
History of Religion, and he thanked Prof. Chae
Young Kim, now KAHR Vice-President for his
assistance in regard to the KAHR.

Finally, Prof. Jensen mentioned some of the
ongoing efforts to find a solution as regards
Taiwan and Australia.
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4.6 Affiliation of ‘Affiliates’

As can be seen from the IAHR Constitution,
Article 3AB, Prof. Jensen said, the IAHR had
for a long time operated with a distinction
between, on the one hand, ‘members, i.e.,
national and regional learned societies, and, on
the other hand, ‘affiliates, i.e., international
associations for the study of particular areas
within the history or study of religions.
However, for a long time the terminology (e.g.,
members mostly being named ‘affiliates’) as
well as the actual state of affairs had not
reflected what must have been the intention of
the Constitution, namely to differentiate
between and incorporate both member
societies and affiliates.

The Executive Committee had agreed to try to
implement the wording of the Constitution,
and Prof. Jensen expressed his great
satisfaction that the IAHR had received
applications for affiliation from no less than
four potential affiliates (cf. item 9). The
Executive Committee was certain that the
affiliation of these and similar learned societies
would prove beneficial to the IAHR as well as
to the associations in question.

Contacts with Prof. James Lewis, President of
the recently established International Society
for the Study of New Religions (ISSNR), as well
as contacts with Executive Director, Kent
Richards, and then President, Prof. J. Z. Smith,
of the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL)
regarding possible ways of cooperation or
affiliation so far had not lead to anything more
concrete.

Finally, Prof. Jensen mentioned that he had
received a few requests for individual
membership. In all but one case, the one of an
Australian scholar, the scholar in question had,
in accordance with the JAHR Constitution
Article 3B, been asked to seek membership
with an already existing national or regional
association.
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4.7 The IAHR Website and
Women Scholars Network

The IAHR website, Prof. Jensen said, serves as
one of the most important means of
communications to the IAHR membership.
Consequently, it has to be continuously updated
in order to allow for the optimal use of new
technologies and web facilities. Prof. Francisco
Diez de Velasco, the first elected Internet Officer
in the history of the IAHR, had been well aware
of this, yet recommended that the IAHR use a
professional to redesign and update the website.

Jeremy B. Hughes, a webmaster at the University
of Tennessee, who worked with Prof. Hackett,
had agreed to serve in this capacity, and for a
very reasonable fee. It was the hope of the
Executive Committee that the use of new
facilities, e.g., of folders’ restricted to members
and web versions of publications, would make
communication with members not just less
expensive but also more effective. The major
challenge however remained: how to make sure
that communication reaches the individual
members of the member associations. For this to
happen, Prof. Jensen said, he still had to rely on
the officers of the member associations. It is so
far only the officers who can reach the individual
members by way of forwarding communication
from the IJAHR. The JAHR Executive
Committee does not have lists of the individual
members of the member associations.

Prof. Jensen took the opportunity to thank Prof.
Diez de Velasco for his work as Internet Officer.
It had been a pleasure to work with Prof. Diez de
Velasco.

The JAHR Women Scholars Network (cf. http://
www.iahr.dk/wsn/) launched in 2007 aims at
providing “a forum for women in Religious
Studies throughout the world to be in contact
with one another”. Prof. Jensen extended thanks
to everybody involved in setting up and
maintaining the network, and he added that the
Executive Committee had discussed an idea of
also establishing a Young Scholars Network.
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4.8 IAHR Publications

Agreements between Brill and IAHR on
Numen Book Series (NBS) and Science of
Religion: Abstracts and Index of Recent Articles
(SoR) came to an end in 2008 at the same time
as the IAHR Executive signed a new contract
with Brill on Numen. The outgoing Executive
Committee, Prof. Jensen added, would
however hand over to the incoming Executive
a proposal for an JAHR book series.

Prof. Jensen extended thanks to those
colleagues who for years had served the JAHR
as editors of NBS and SoR, and he also thanked
Prof. Einar Thomassen and Prof. Maya Burger
for their respective services to the IAHR as
managing and reviews editors of Numen.
Likewise he welcomed Profs. Olav Hammer
and Gregory Alles who had entered the current
team of managing editors, and finally thanks
were extended to Prof. Ingvild S. Gilhus who
succeeded Prof. Burger as Reviews Editor.

Prof. Jensen once again mentioned that
Proceedings from the World Congresses in
Durban 2000 and Tokyo 2005 had been
published, and he directed the attention of the
members to the IAHR website at http://www.
iahr.dk/proceedings.html where a list of
Adjunct Proceedings and Spin-oft publications
could be found. The General Secretary thanked
all colleagues involved in these publications,
and he asked all the members to remember to
notify him or the Publications Officer of IAHR
related publications not listed at the website.

He also reminded everybody planning
publications, including thematic issues of
journals, linked to the IAHR World Congress
as well as to past or upcoming IAHR Special
and Regional Conferences, that such
publications must acknowledge that they stem
from an IAHR Congress or conference, and
that a minimum of three (copies) must be
made available to the Executive Committee of
all Spin-Off volumes.

The General Secretary ended his oral report
giving thanks to Vice-Presidents Profs. Gerrie
ter Haar and Akio Tsukimoto, to Internet
Officer Prof. Francisco Diez de Velasco, and to
member without portfolio Prof. Alef T. Wasim
for their many years of service to the IAHR.

Thanks were also extended to the member
associations hosting the Toronto World
Congress, to Congress Director, Prof. Donald
Wiebe, to the Congress Secretariat, to the
Academic Program Co-Chairs, Profs. Ingvild
S. Gilhus and Luther H. Martin, and to
everybody else in Toronto and around the
world for their contribution to the Congress.

The President, Prof. Hackett, opened the floor
for questions and comments, to the oral as well
as written report. Several members wanted to
comment on the report on membership
development and a few wanted to ask about
publications:

Prof. Benavides commented on the situation in
Latin and South America. He agreed with the
General Secretary that there was a need for
better contact and communication with and
within that region, and he also agreed with
several of the points made by Prof. Pye (points
referred to in the General Secretary’s written
report, pp. 46-47).

Prof. Casadio offered suggestions about whom to
contact in Belgium. Prof. Jensen thanked him
and provided the information that he actually
was in contact with the mentioned colleagues.
Prof. Pasi mentioned the risk that a Belgian
association might face a problem of a Flemish/
French division. Prof. Hackett though, allayed
such fears, saying that the intention of the
scholars engaged in the establishment of a new
association intended it to be a national
association encompassing both French and
Flemish speaking scholars.
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Prof. Cox who had recently spent a longer
period of time in Australia said that it was his
impression that the possibility of the Australian
association reentering the JAHR was
something that the Australians would discuss
in the not too distant future.

In regard to the Russian association, Prof.
Fylypovych provided the information that
co-operations between Ukrainian and Russian
scholars about regional studies were in existence.

Upon a question from the General Secretary as
to whether an East-Asian association had been
established, Prof. Shimazono answered that it
had not but that negotiations were ongoing.
Prof. Shimazono promised to keep the General
Secretary informed about this.

In regard to the report on publications,
especially the Proceedings from Durban and
Tokyo, Prof. Casadio asked why no hard copies
were for sale? The Publications Officer, Prof.
Bocking answered that hard copies were for
libraries, electronic publications for everybody
else. To publish and send out hard copies
unfortunately was much too expensive. Prof.
Pasi offered suggestions for downloading and
for making hard copies, and Prof. Jensen
promised to pass the comments on to the
incoming Executive Committee.

Prof. Hackett then thanked Prof. Jensen for his
report and proposed that it be formally
adopted. The report was adopted with
applause.
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5 Report by the Acting Treasurer

Acting Treasurer, Prof. Jensen, having already
reported on the improved financial situation,
asked the members of the International
Committee to look at the Acting Treasurer’s
Report, IAHR Bulletin, Toronto Congress
Edition, 39, 2010, pp. 55-59. Prof. Jensen
added a few comments to a few of the items
listed, and then asked if there were questions
or comments.

Since this was not the case, the President, Prof.
Hackett, thanked Prof. Jensen for taking upon
himself the work also of Acting Treasurer and
for his report, and she proposed that the report
be formally adopted. The report was adopted
with applause.

6 Additional matters of report
by the Executive Committee

The President, Prof. Hackett, asked the General
Secretary if there was any additional matter of
report. Prof. Jensen informed the International
Committee that there was no additional matter
to report.

7 Recommendation of changes
to the IAHR Constitution and
Rules of Procedure

The President, Prof. Hackett, asked the General
Secretary to suggest a procedure for the
deliberations related to the item.

Prof. Jensen initially stated that while the
“Constitution may be modified only by the
General Assembly on the recommendation of
the International Committee” (Article 8), Rules
of Procedure may be “amended and/or
suspended by the International Committee on
recommendation of the Executive Committee,
except where they reproduce provisions of the
Constitution [...], by a decision taken by a
simple majority of the members present and
voting”” (Rule 22).
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Prof. Jensen related that he had sent an email
to all officers and to the Executive Committee
(and to applicant societies too) on June 21,
2010. Attached were several documents related
to this item: 1) proposals (and the rationale for
those proposals) from the Executive
Committee for amendments to the JAHR
Constitution and By-Laws, 2) a document with
a separate proposal from the African
Association for the Study of Religions (AASR)
regarding a restructuring of the JAHR
Executive Committee and an amendment to
the JAHR Constitution Article 4c.

In the same email Prof. Jensen had inserted a
link to a restricted area on the IAHR website as
well as the password to enter that area where
the documents for use at this meeting,
especially the mentioned documents related to
amendments, were also uploaded.

Prof. Jensen continued, suggesting that the

floor be given first to Prof. Jan G. Platvoet, one
of the two signatories to the AASR proposal,in
order for Prof. Platvoet to present the proposal.

Since the AASR proposal, like the proposal for
amendments to the Constitution from the
TAHR Executive Committee, included a
proposal for a change to Article 4c of the
Constitution, Prof. Jensen, however, wanted to
clarify procedures and the timetable:

The AASR proposal for changes to Article 4c
(the AASR, p. 9 in the proposal, recommend
that the Executive is constituted by “a President
and two Vice Presidents; a General Secretary
and two Deputy General Secretaries; a
Treasurer and two Deputy Treasurers; and a
Communications Unit consisting of a
Publications Officer, an Internet Officer and a
Webmaster. It is organized in four functional
triads: the Presidency, the Secretariat, the
Treasury and the Communications Unit”) just
like the proposal from the Executive
Comnmittee regarding the same article, could
not, if recommended by the Executive and
International Committees and later adopted by
the General Assembly, be given effect until the
invitation for nominations to the next
Executive Committee starting in 2015.

The election of Executive Committee officers
for the period 2010-2015 must run its course
in accordance with the current Constitution
and Rules. The nominees for election 2010 and
for the Executive Committee 2010-2015 had
all been nominated and all accepted
nomination in accordance with the current
Constitution and delegation of duties for the
officers and members-at-large of the Executive
Committee.

For this same reason, the suggestion by the
AASR (p.9 in the proposal) that an alternative
to a change of the current Constitution Article
4c might be “that the changes proposed are
adopted for a trial period of five years, are
reviewed in 2015, and if found to be helpful are
given a constitutional basis in 2015, likewise
could not be effected in the form proposed.
There was no provision within the
Constitution for setting aside for up to five
years a major clause or clauses within the same
Constitution. Indeed, Prof. Jensen added, it
would undermine the very idea of a
Constitution to introduce such a provision.
The Constitution and the Rules for
Nomination Procedure for the Executive
Committee of the JAHR might of course be
changed by decision of the General Assembly
(and the Executive Committee proposes
several changes), but changes in regard to the
composition, nomination and election of the
Executive Committee could not be given effect
until the next nominations process in 2015.

Following the clarification of procedure and
timetable, Prof. Hackett gave the floor to Prof.
Platvoet. Prof. Platvoet, referring to the
detailed proposal, gave a brief summary of the
key points of the AASR proposal for
restructuring the IAHR Executive into four
functional triads: Presidency, Secretariat,
Treasury, and Communications Unit, a
restructuring aiming, inter alia, at actively
involving all members of the Executive in the
work of the Executive and thus in the
government of the JAHR.
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Having thanked Prof. Platvoet and the AASR
for the proposal and the presentation, Prof.
Hackett opened the floor for discussion of this
proposal.

Prof. Cox asked if the proposed ‘secretariat’
would not be in need of funding in order to
function. Prof. Platvoet replied that the proposal
was based on the possibility of the use of
electronic communication between center and
periphery. Prof. Gilhus said that the proposal had
interesting ideas, but that it was not very practical
- and she did not think that to rely on electronic
communication with such a heavy structure was
to be recommended. Prof. Bochinger made the
suggestion that the proposal should be discussed
in a small committee with former general
secretaries. Prof. Pye stressed that the proposal
touched upon important concerns, but added
that the IAHR was not that Eurocentric anymore
and that each Executive Committee had so far
found its own way. Cooperation, he said,
depended on the persons involved. He saw it as
valuable to hand over the proposal to the
incoming Executive Committee for inspiration,
but he did not recommend the setting up of a
whole new organizational structure and he
recommended dropping the part of the proposal
that pertained to such changes to the
Constitution. Prof. Wiebe said that the proposal
was a recipe for disaster and would make the
organizational structure heavier than that
pertaining to the President of the US. If you take
the periphery into the center, he said, then you
take the center into the periphery and it becomes
difficult to see what is in the center. Prof. Bocking
said that the proposal complicated the structure
of the organization too much, but that its ideas
could be used as an inspiration. Prof. Pasi
thought it wise to use the proposal as an
inspiration for a definition of the functions of
officers and members of the Executive
Committee. Prof. Brodeur suggested that the
proposal was handed over to the incoming
Executive Committee to be used it as a basis for
further reflections.
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Prof. Jensen, referring to the preliminary
response (in the mentioned rationale for
amendments), as well as to related discussions at
the most recent meeting in the Executive, said
that the outgoing Executive Committee was
grateful to the AASR and to Profs. G. ter Haar
and J.G. Platvoet for their engagement in the
IAHR and that the proposal was a welcome
contribution to the historiography of the IAHR
Executive Committee since 1950. It also ought to
serve as food for further thought, and Prof.
Jensen said that it might be an inspiration for the
incoming Executive Committee in its discussions
about the functions of the officers and the
members-at-large.

Prof. Brodeur, seconded by B. Bocking, then
formally proposed that the proposal from the
AASR be referred to the incoming Executive
Committee and that the Executive Committee
be asked to report on its related discussions on
the next International Committee Meeting.
This proposal was unanimously adopted.

The International Committee then turned to
the proposals from the Executive Committee
for amendments to the Constitution and
By-Laws. A PowerPoint presentation with the
proposals assisted the International
Committee: each slide displayed two rows, the
one to the left showed the current text (with a
strikethrough of text to be amended), the one
to the right the proposed amended text (with
amendments displayed in red). Prof. Jensen
accompanied each slide with comments on the
rationale for the proposals, and mention thus
was made in due time of the wish to tighten up
the academic profile of the IAHR, to allow for
the vocabulary to better reflect names and
realities amongst the members, to clarify and
specify the existing distinction between
constituent member societies and affiliates, to
clarify and specify the text on the position of
provisional members and affiliates, to
incorporate procedures in regard to fees and
lapsed membership, and to codify the meeting
of the International Committee in between two
quinquennial congresses.
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As for the Rules, mention was made of the
wish to increase the number of possible
nominations of Honorary Life Members
during a five year term, and of the wish to add
another two members to the Nominating
Committee, in order, inter alia, to better meet
the demands of the global character of the
IAHR.

In light of the proposal from the AASR and the
discussion that had followed it, Prof. Jensen
took a little more time to explain the rationale
for the proposal regarding the composition of
the Executive Committee (Article 4c), i.e., the
proposal not to have a designated Internet
Officer and Membership Secretary but instead
have, as in the period before 2005, four
members-at-large. The proposal, Prof. Jensen
said, partly reflected his evaluation of the new
delegation of duties that came into effect in
2005.

During his now five years of daily work as
General Secretary, he had had a wonderful and
fine cooperation with the current Internet
Officer and Membership Secretary, and they
have both done an excellent job. Consequently,
the proposal had, Prof. Jensen stressed,
absolutely nothing to do with the current two
officers and their work.

As regards the website, the matter was that the
technicalities and skills involved in
maintaining and developing a website were
demanding, and the Executive Committee
deemed that the advantages of having a
professional webmaster rather than a colleague
with some interest in such matters would
outweigh potential disadvantages. It was also
the opinion of the Executive Committee that it
might prove hard to find a colleague willing to
undertake the job as Internet Officer.

As for the Membership Secretary, Prof. Jensen
said that it had been helpful to have somebody
who could assist him updating the list of
officers and e-mail addresses. Nevertheless, at
the end of the day, it was the General Secretary
who was responsible not just for the website
but also for mailing lists and addresses.

It was, furthermore, the General Secretary who
would send out the letters, e-Bulletins etc. and
thus the General Secretary who was the one in
need of updated lists. Besides: the General
Secretary and the Membership Secretary had
too often found themselves doing the same job,
twice or even thrice, sometimes thus making
things not simpler but more complicated.

As much as the General Secretary might need
to be relieved of some of his tasks and work,
Prof. Jensen said, the new delegation of these
two specific duties had not proven to be the
right way. If the General Secretary should be
relieved and the daily smooth functioning of
the IAHR improved, then the General
Secretary ought to have, as was the case,for
instance, of former General Secretary Bleeker,
his or her personal secretary.

As for the coming five-year term, Prof. Jensen
added, irrespective of the voting on the
proposals, there will still be an elected Internet
Officer and Membership Secretary. It would
therefore be necessary not just for future
Executives but also for the 2010-2015
Executive to discuss how to make the optimal
use of all the elected officers and members.

The International Committee voted by a show
of hands on each of the proposed amendments
as these were shown in the mentioned
PowerPoint presentation. The International
Committee, with the one exception mentioned
below, by an overwhelming majority of show
of hands recommended all the proposed
amendments to the Constitution and adopted
all the proposed amendments to the Rules of
Procedure, the rules regarding Nomination
Procedure for the Executive Committee, and
the rules regarding Proposals for Honorary
Life Membership included.

In regard to the proposal regarding the
composition of the Executive Committee and
thus the Constitution Article 4 (and all Rules
reproducing this article), the International
Committee had a brief discussion:
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Prof. Platvoet said that if this proposal was
accepted as it was now, the AASR proposal
could not be implemented until 2020. Prof.
Jensen stressed that in the past five-year term,
the rule was that each and everybody in the
Executive Committee was participating and
‘put’ to work. The outgoing Executive
Committee had worked as an integrated whole,
in and between meetings, and no doubt the
proposed ‘members without portfolio’ would
have tasks to perform. Prof. Pye pointed out
that an Internet Officer and webmaster need
not be same, and that there might be important
tasks for an elected Internet Officer to perform
even if the Executive Committee also made use
of an external webmaster.

Prof. Lochan was not happy with the
designation ‘members without portfolio’ and
he also proposed that ‘General Secretary’ be
changed into (or back into) ‘Secretary General.
Prof. Pye proposed that “four members
without portfolio” be changed to “four further
members”. His motion was seconded and then
passed unanimously. The proposal to change
‘General Secretary’ to ‘Secretary General’ was
voted down.

The President could conclude that — with the
mentioned small change from ‘four members
without portfolio’ to four further members’ -
all proposals as regarded the Constitution and
the By-Laws had been recommended and
adopted by the International Committee.

8 Election of the new
Executive Committee

With reference to previous information sent to
all officers in the JAHR e-Bulletin Supplement,
November 2009 (http://www.iahr.dk/newsletter/
nominations.html) as well as to the JAHR
Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010, p.
63, Prof. Jensen explained that the Nominating
Committee, composed of Profs. Giulia S.
Gasparro, Jan G. Platvoet, and Armin W.
Geertz, in a letter dated October 20, 2009 had
submitted its nominations. The candidates
nominated by the committee were the following:
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o President: Rosalind I.J. Hackett (United
States)

o Vice-President: Ingvild S. Gilhus
(Norway)

« Vice-President: Abdulkader Tayob (South
Africa)

« General Secretary: Tim Jensen (Denmark)

o Deputy General Secretary: Maria del Mar
Marcos Sanchez (Spain)

o Treasurer: Brian Bocking (Ireland)

« Deputy Treasurer: Marianna Shakhnovich
(Russia)

« Publications Officer: Morny Joy (Canada)

« Membership Secretary: Abrahim H. Khan
(Canada)

« Internet Officer: Silas Guerriero (Brazil)

« Member without portfolio: Satoko
Fujiwara (Japan)

« Member without portfolio: Amarjiva
Lochan (India)

Several of the candidates were present. Prof.
Jensen extended greetings to the International
Committee from the candidates who, for
various reasons, were prevented from
participating. Prof. Jensen also referred to the
statements of candidacy in the JAHR Bulletin,
Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010, pp. 64 -70.

Prof. Casadio asked if the fact that the Russian
association had not paid its fees ought to have

consequences with regard to the candidacy of
Prof. Shakhnovich.

Prof. Jensen said that the members of the
Executive Committee, contrary to the (other)
members of the International Committee, do
not represent ‘their’ national or regional
associations. They shall, according to the
Constitution, Article 4, “ be chosen in such a
way as reasonably to reflect various parts of the
world where the academic study of religion is
pursued in its various disciplines.”
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The Nominating Committee, according to the
relevant rules, should also strive towards a
gender balance among the nominees.

Prof. Jensen continued, saying that according
to the Constitution Article 4c “[m]embers of
the International Committee may propose
alternative nominations not less than one
month prior to each international congress.
The International Committee at its meeting
just preceding the General Assembly, shall
elect the Executive Committee and shall report
this to the General Assembly” When
informing the candidates nominated by the
Nominating Committee, Prof. Jensen had
asked the member associations and societies
that wanted to propose alternative
nominations to do so no later than July 14,
2010.

Prof. Jensen informed the International
Committee that he had received no alternative
nominations, that the candidates mentioned
(and listed on a PowerPoint slide) were thus
the only candidates, and that, according to
Rule 16g, those candidates “whose candidacy is
unopposed shall be declared ‘elected
unopposed’ .

The International Committee, with applause,
declared the named candidates elected.

Prof. Jensen thanked the named members of
the Nominating Committee for their work and
service to the IAHR. The President, Prof.
Hackett, warmly welcomed the new members
to the Executive Committee.

9 Recommendation of new members
and affiliates

The General Secretary, Prof. Jensen, displaying
the names of the applicants on a PowerPoint
slide, informed the International Committee
that he had received applications for
membership from the following associations/
societies:

» Eesti Akadeemiline Usundiloo Selts/The
Estonian Society for the Study of Religions
(ESSR)

» Associacao Portuguespara o Estudo Das
Religioes/Portuguese Association for the
Study of Religions (APER)

+ American Academy of Religion (AAR)

» Latvian Society for the Study of Religions
(LRPB)

The ESSR had applied for JAHR membership
in an e-mail dated July 26, 2006, the APER in
an e-mail dated September 19, 2007, the AAR
in a letter dated August 12, 2008 sent by e-mail
August 18, 2008, and the LRPB in an e-mail
dated January 15, 2010. All applicants had sent
their statutes and a list of officers along with
the applications. Prof. Jensen asked the
representatives from the applicant associations
to stand up.

Prof. Jensen noted that the International
Comnmittee in Brno 2008, following a
recommendation of the Executive Committee,
had already recommended that the EESR and
the APER be adopted members by the General
Assembly. He continued saying that the
Executive Committee recommended the
adoption of the AAR as well as that of the
LRPB, and that it was now up to the
International Committee to decide whether to
recommend the adoption of the AAR and the
LRPB to the General Assembly.
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With regard to the AAR some of the members
of the International Committee asked a few
questions and others contributed with a few
comments. Prof. Schmidt asked what would be
the answer from the AAR to a question
whether they would comply with the IAHR
Constitution and change their own. Prof.
Zbiral likewise asked about the AAR with
regard to their constitution and that of the
IAHR. AAR Executive Director, J. Fitzmier,
responded that the AAR would adhere to the
IAHR Constitution but that the AAR had no
thought of changing its own constitution for
that reason. Prof. Wiebe remarked that other
TAHR member associations had constitutions
similar to that of the AAR. Prof. Bocking said
that the AAR, just like other member
associations, has to comply with the IAHR
Constitution.

Prof. Pye said that the application from the
AAR was indeed remarkable and that the
situation was historical: he had no doubt that
the JAHR should welcome the AAR.

Prof. Casadio said that he would have voted
against a recommendation of the AAR as a
member in 2008 in Brno. Now, however, he
would vote for it.

In regard to the question about the status of the
NAASR if the AAR become a member to the
IAHR, Prof. Braun confirmed that the NAASR
would turn into a North American regional
association. Prof. Gonzales added that NAASR
also covers or includes Mexico.

Following this discussion, the International
Committee with an overwhelming majority
show of hands, and with applause,
recommended the adoption of the AAR.

The International Committee likewise and
with applause recommended the adoption of
the LRPB.

Prof. Jensen, displaying the names of the
applicants on a PowerPoint slide, informed the
International Committee that he had received
applications for affiliation from the following:
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« International Association for the Cognitive
Science of Religion (IACSR)

« International Study of Religion in Eastern
and Central Europe Association
(ISORECEA)

« International Society for the Study of
Religion, Nature and Culture (ISSRNC)

« European Society for the Study of Western
Esotericism (ESSWE).

The IACSR applied for affiliation in an e-mail
dated October 7, 2007, the ISSRNC did so in
e-mail as of December 12, 2009, the
ISORECEA in e-mail as of May 5, 2010, and the
ESSWE in e-mail as of June 29, 2010. All
applicants had sent their statutes and a list of
officers along with the applications. Prof. Jensen
asked the representatives from the applicant
associations to stand up.

Prof. Jensen informed everyone that the
International Committee in Brno 2008,
following a recommendation of the Executive
Committee, had recommended that the IACSR
be adopted member by the General Assembly,
and that the Executive Committee also
recommended the adoption of the ISSRNC, the
ISORECEA, and the ESSWE. The above-
mentioned three associations thus awaited the
recommendation of the International
Committee.

The International Committee unanimously and
with applause recommended the adoption of
the ISSRNC, the ISORECEA, and the ESSWE
as affiliates to the IAHR.

Prof. Jensen, displaying the name of the
applicant, Prof. Helen Farley, University of
Queensland, on a PowerPoint slide, informed
the International Committee that he had
received one more application for affiliation to
the JAHR, namely from the named Australian
scholar. The Executive Committee, Prof. Jensen
added, recommended the adoption of this
individual due to the fact that the Australian
association at the moment is not a member to
the IAHR.
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The International Committee unanimously
and with applause recommended the adoption
of Prof. Farley as an affiliate individual member
to the JAHR.

10 Recommendation of
Honorary Life Members

Prof. Jensen, having outlined the procedure for
the recommendation and conferment of IAHR
Honorary Life Membership, stated that the
Honorary Life Membership Advisory
Committee, appointed by the International
Committee in Brno 2008, consisting of the
three Honorary Life Members Profs. Yolotl
Gonzales, Peter Antes and Michael Pye had
submitted a letter of recommendation to the
end that Honorary Life Membership be
conferred on the following five persons all of
whom had, in accordance with the related
IAHR rules, “distinguished themselves through
life-long service to the history of religions
through their scholarship, regular participation
in JAHR conferences, service as national or
international officers, and/or other outstanding
contributions™:

o Prof. Armin W. Geertz (Aarhus,
Denmark)

« Prof. Mihaly Hoppal (Budapest, Hungary)

« Prof. Hans G. Kippenberg (Bremen,
Germany)

o Prof. Luther H. Martin (Burlington, USA)
« Prof. Donald Wiebe (Toronto, Canada)

The International Committee accompanied
and endorsed the recommendation of each of
the mentioned scholars with applause.

Prof. Jensen congratulated the named new
Honorary Life Members and thanked the
named members of the Honorary Life
Membership Advisory Committee for their
work and service to the JAHR.

11 Future IAHR Conferences

Prof. Jensen referred to what he had already
said about this in his report, repeating though,
that the Executive Committee would issue a
call for bids for hosting the IAHR World
Congress in 2015.

12 Any other business

There was no other business.

(Minutes prepared by General Secretary, Tim

Jensen, with the assistance of Ingvild S. Gilhus
as regards comments and questions regarding
various items)
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE IAHR

Toronto, Canada - Saturday, August 21, 2010, 11:00-13:00

Minutes of the Meeting

[To be adopted at the next General Assembly
in 2015]

[Preliminarily adopted by the Executive
Committee January 31, 2011]

Welcome by the President of the IAHR

Prof. Hackett welcomed the participants to the
General Assembly and the closing of the IAHR
XXth Quinquennial World Congress in
Toronto 2010. She explained that though
everybody was more than welcome to attend,
voting rights were restricted to paid-up
individual members of paid-up IAHR member
associations, and she asked attendees to kindly
write their name and indicate their national or
regional member association on a sheet of
paper that was then sent around.

Welcome by the General Secretary
of the IAHR

Prof. Jensen likewise welcomed the
participants to the last of many business
meetings taking place in conjunction with the
World Congress. He thanked those present
who - in their capacity as delegates to the
[AHR International Committee — had helped
make the International Committee Meeting on
Wednesday, August 18 a highly constructive,
effective, and memorable event.

Prof. Jensen continued saying a few words
about the structure and various ‘layers’ within
the IAHR.

The basis, he said, is constituted by the
individual scholars and members of the IAHR
member associations, and it is these members
and this basis that constitute the General
Assembly meeting once every five year in
conjunction with a quinquennial World
Congress. Without the individual members
and this basis,there would be no IAHR.

Next we have the constituent national and
regional TAHR member associations and the
International Committee. The International
Committee, apart from the Executive Committee,
is composed of two delegates from each member
association. The International Committee, also
meeting once in between two consecutive World
Congresses, elects (following a nominations
procedure also allowing the member associations
to nominate candidates) the IAHR Executive
Committee and reports the outcome of the
election to the General Assembly. Likewise the
International Committee confers, on the
recommendation of an Advisory committee,
Honorary Life Membership on a number of
members. Each association (except for the two
Canadian associations), no matter its size, has
two votes, one per delegate present at the
International Committee Meeting.

The General Assembly is composed of all
members of the IAHR member associations
present at the congress in question. The General
Assembly may take action only on matters
referred to it from the International Committee,
but it may also refer any matter to the
International or Executive Committee for
consideration and report. It is the privilege of the
General Assembly to make amendments to the
Constitution and to adopt new members and
affiliates but it does so only on the
recommendation of the International Committee.

A meeting of the General Assembly thus is an
important meeting, and Prof. Jensen once again
welcomed the attendees.

Wanting to ascertain that the meeting had been
called in accordance with the relevant Rules of
Procedure, and with reference to these as well as
to several announcements and calls for the
meeting (e.g., in the November 2009 e-Bulletin
and in a formal notification emailed to all officers
May 7, 2010), Prof. Jensen confirmed that the
prescribed procedures had been followed.
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Prof. Hackett then moved on to the first item
on the provisional agenda, printed in the JAHR
Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010 p.
15, and displayed at the meeting by means of a
PowerPoint presentation.

1. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted by general consent.
2. Minutes of General Assembly Tokyo 2005

The minutes, printed in the IAHR Bulletin,
Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010, pp. 30-37,
were adopted by general consent.

3. Brief report by the outgoing
General Secretary

Prof. Jensen referred to his detailed written
report published in the JAHR Bulletin, Toronto
Congress Edition, 39, 2010, pp. 38 -54,
available in a web version on the IAHR website
and, due to the cost of printing, in a limited
print edition. With reference also to his oral
report to the International Committee on
Wednesday, August 18, he reduced his oral
report to the General Assembly to the
following:

Prof. Jensen first paid his deep respect to the
memory of the IAHR Treasurer, Gary Lease,
who passed away January 4, 2008, as well as to
the memory of IAHR Honorary Life Members
Michio Araki, Carsten Colpe, Ake Hultkrantz,
Manuel Marzal, and Gerardus Oosthuizen who
had all passed away following the IAHR World
Congress in Tokyo 2005.

Prof. Jensen then reported that the Executive
Comnmittee, following the loss of elected
Treasurer, Prof. Lease, suffered yet another loss
when elected Deputy Treasurer, Prof. Pratap
Kumar, in December 2008 resigned from the
IAHR Executive Committee. Prof. Jensen on
behalf of the Executive Committee extended
his gratitude to Prof. Kumar for his many
valuable contributions to the IAHR.

Following Prof. Kumar’s resignation, the
General Secretary had functioned as Acting
Treasurer.

With reference to the IAHR principle that
meetings of the Executive Committee, the
International Committee, and the General
Assembly are located in accordance with a
principle of rotation between the various regions
of the IAHR, Prof. Jensen acknowledged that
neither the 2000-2005 nor the 2005-2010
Executive Committee had proved capable of
living up to that principle.

Most of the annual meetings of the Executive
Comnmittee and all of the meetings of the
International Committee in between consecutive
quinquennial congresses had been held within
the confines of (the ‘extended’) Europelately
most often in conjunction with an EASR annual
conference.

Though there were many good reasons for this,
not least the certainty that an annual EASR
conference was taking place and thus could serve
as locus for a meeting in the Executive and that a
quorum (an attendance of ten members from no
less than seven national associations) could be
had at a meeting in the International Committee,
Prof. Jensen strongly advised the incoming
Executive Committee to try its best to realize the
principle of rotation. He also encouraged
non-European associations to host IAHR Special
or Regional Conferences and thus also host
meetings of the Executive and International
Committee, and he strongly advised members to
approach the IAHR General Secretary at the
earliest possible stages of consideration and
planning. This would also enable the Executive
Committee to apply in time (normally one or
two years ahead) to the CIPSH for subventions.

On behalf of the IAHR Executive Committee,
Prof. Jensen expressed his gratitude to all those
colleagues whose engagement and hard work
had made the many (nine since 2005) IAHR
Special and Regional Conferences possible and
successful, and he referred the members to the
IAHR Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39,
2010, p. 40 as well as to the JAHR website at
http://www.iahr.dk/proceedings.html for a list of
the conferences as well as for an overview of
related Proceedings and Spin-Off publications.
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With special regard to the recent publication of
the Proceedings from Durban 2000 and Tokyo
2005, both available at the IAHR website, Prof.
Jensen extended his thanks to those most
heavily involved in the editorial work, namely
Profs. Brian Bocking, Rosalind I.]. Hackett,
and Michael Pye.

A call for bids for hosting the IAHR 2015
World Congress had been issued in the JAHR
e-Bulletin Supplement, November 2009, but no
bids had come in. Another call for bids will
therefore be issued.

Prof. Jensen then moved on to say a few words
about the noticeable improvement, since
Tokyo 2005, of the IAHR finances, adding
comments on the increase in payment of
membership fees, the CIPSH, the IAHR
African Trust fund, and the TAHR Endowment
Fund. He added that what he said in this
regard would not be repeated in his report as
Acting Treasurer.

With reference to his predecessor, Prof. Armin
W. Geertz, who in 2005 stated that if the
situation did not improve, the IAHR would
become more virtual than real, most IAHR
events would most likely happen only in
economically strong countries, and “once
again, we would be back to the routines and
power structures of yesteryears,...” (IAHR
Bulletin, Tokyo Congress Edition, 38, 2005, p.
38), Prof. Jensen noticed that the financial
situation had been prioritized by the 2005 -
2010 Executive Committee, and that he was
happy to be able to report that the situation
had improved considerably.

Consequently, it had been possible to assist
colleagues in need of travel and conference
grants for them in order to participate in the
Toronto 2010 World Congress: $25,000 USD
had been granted for that purpose from the
IAHR general funds, and on top of that the
IAHR had secured $7,000 USD for the same
purpose from CIPSH. CIPSH grants as well as
grants from the IAHR general funds had also
been given to a number of JAHR Special and
Regional Conferences in 2005-2010.
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The improved financial situation, linked to the
aim of the IJAHR to help promote the academic
study of religion all around the world, had
made it possible for the Executive Committee,
in consultation with the AASR and other
regional and national African member
associations,to decide to transfer $8,000 USD
from the general funds to the IAHR African
Trust Fund, thus, over a period of five years,
bringing the total amount of money in that
fund up to the stipulated $20,000 USD. At the
same time the [AHR African Trust Fund
would be transformed from an ‘endowment’ to
a ‘sinking’ fund: beginning in 2010, the fund
would grant $4,000 USD each year for five
years. A Board of Trustees had been set up, and
the first announcement for applications issued.

Prof. Jensen thanked the associations and
officers involved and extended special thanks
to Prof. Afe Adogame, the AASR General
Secretary, who had accepted to function as
Secretary to the Board of Trustees.

As regards the IAHR Endowment Fund, Prof.
Jensen briefly mentioned that he had
transferred the amounts donated to that fund
from the JAHR general funds to a separate
bank account named the TAHR Endowment
Fund’ It must now, he said, be up to the
incoming Executive Committee to take further
decisions on this fund.

Adding a few words on the reasons for the
improved finances, Prof. Jensen said that the
most important reason was the income
generated by the new contract with Brill in
regard to Numen, and he once again thanked
Prof. Bocking, the outgoing IAHR Publications
Officer, for his work and cooperation in this
regard.

However, Prof. Jensen said, mention ought to
be made also of the steps taken to implement a
more strict dues policy, and of the will of the
member associations to actually try to pay
their dues and to pay hitherto unpaid dues.
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Prof. Jensen therefore expressed his gratitude,
not only to the many member associations that
had paid annual fees without interruption, but
also to those that, despite financial hardship,
had managed to pay up or made arrangements
to do so before the end of 2010.

Prof. Jensen noticed that the Acting Treasurer’s
report proved that active participation in the
meetings of the CIPSH, together with punctual
applications for grants (and a robust follow-up)
had proved fruitful. The annual fee to the
CIPSH and a bi-annual expense to cover part
of travel costs for IAHR representatives to
CIPSH meetings had been well placed. The
membership to CIPSH had, at least in this
period, paid off in terms of money.

Though not wanting to end this part of the
report on a pessimistic note, Prof. Jensen
added a word of warning,directing attention to
the fact that the improved financial situation
was based also on an indirect and ‘hidden’
income constituted by the money (up to some
$10,000 USD per year) contributed by the
members of the Executive Committee as they
themselves cover almost all of the costs related
to traveling to and from IAHR business
meetings. The day most of the members of the
Executive Committee, including the President
and the General Secretary, can no longer find
the money to finance most of their expenses
related to the execution of their duties at their
own universities or bank accounts, the IAHR
Executive Committee and thus the IAHR may
face a serious problem. The IAHR Executive,
Prof. Jensen stressed, now as before, were not
‘swanning around the world’ on members’
money.

Moving from the report on the significantly
improved financial situation - so central to the
furthering of the aims of the IAHR, namely to
promote the academic study of religions and
the activities of all scholars who contribute to
the historical, social, and comparative study of
religions - Prof. Jensen concentrated on what
he considered an equally important
achievement, namely the tightening up of the
academic profile of the IAHR.

Referring to criticisms and recommendations
brought forward in Tokyo 2005, to his own
welcome to the Congress participants in the
IAHR Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39,
2010, pp. 5-6, as well as to his welcome talk at
the Opening Ceremony, the General Secretary
expressed his satisfaction with the fact that one
of the first tasks completed by the 2005-2010
Executive Committee was a revision of the
IAHR policy statement (also published in the
TAHR Bulletin 39, 2010, Toronto Congress
Edition, p. 4) with special regard to the
tightening up of the academic profile.

The proposed amendment to Article 1 in the
IAHR Constitution, Prof. Jensen continued,
was meant to tighten up the Constitution
accordingly, and he added (with reference to
statements by Profs. J. Zwi Werblowsky and
Michael Pye, quoted in his written report) that
he and the Executive considered the profile
now highlighted in perfect line with the
dominant tradition within the IAHR, a
tradition, however, from time to time in need
of reinvigoration and reinforcement.

Prof. Jensen also saw the efforts of the Toronto
hosts in regard to the academic program as
being in line with this revised policy statement,
and he expressed his hope that the new
statement might also make it easier for other
hosts of IAHR conferences to make it clear for
possible donors as well as for participants that
the “IAHR is not a forum for confessional,
apologetical, or other similar concerns.”

The JAHR membership, the General Secretary
pointed out,had developed steadily since 1950.
2005 -2010 was no exception to the rule. In
Tokyo 2005 the number of member
associations grew to 42 (37 national and five
regional ones), and if the associations currently
applying for membership were adopted, the
total number of member associations would be
46.
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Prof. Jensen added that the IAHR leadership, in
some cases in collaboration with the EASR
leadership, had been of assistance to nascent
national associations, but he also said that the
IAHR leadership was careful not to try to force
an establishment of an association upon
scholars. The establishment of a regular national
association was not necessarily the one and only
way to help promote the academic study of
religions. Also in that regard there might be
good reasons for exercising restraint, and the
same was the case also in regard to some of the
dormant, malfunctioning or totally defunct
TAHR member associations.

Prof. Jensen recounted his efforts to assist
associations in Cuba, Israel, and Russia, adding
that recent contacts with scholars from Israel
had given him new hope that the Israel
association may be revitalized. As regards
Belgium-Luxembourg, Prof. Jensen said that he
and the President had been in contact with a
group of younger Belgian scholars trying to
found a new Belgian association. Considering
that there had been no payment of dues and no
communication over the last few years, and the
clear email message in 2009 from the Treasurer
of the Société belgo-luxembourgeoise d'Histoire
des Religions saying “Our society is nearly
completely dead. Consequently, consider that
we are no longer members of any supra-national
association”, the IAHR Executive Committee
considered the membership of the afore-
mentioned society lapsed.

Looking briefly at the various regions of the
world, Prof. Jensen noticed that membership
development in Eastern and Central Europe
continued, and as for Africa and the African
associations, he expressed his satisfaction about
renewed contacts with the Nigerian and the
Eastern African associations, extending special
thanks to Dr. Danoye Laguda and Dr. Afe
Adogame for their assistance.
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As for Latin and South America, Prof. Jensen
thanked Prof. Michael Pye for his report
regarding the ACSRM, the Asociacion de
Cientistas Sociales de la Religion del Mercosur
(Associacao de Cientistas Sociais da Religiao
do Mercosul).He reported that he had contact
with the ACSRM, and that the incoming
Executive Committee would follow up his
contact. Likewise, the Executive Committee
would renew its efforts to get in closer
cooperation with the Brazilian association and
with ALER, and the efforts to assist a
restructuring or revitalization of the Cuban
association would be continued.

Looking at South and Southeast Asia, Prof.
Jensen noticed the admirable activities of the
SSEASR, the positive signals in regard to
payment of dues from the Indonesian as well
as from the Korean association, and he
thanked Prof. Chae Young Kim, now KAHR
Vice-President, for his assistance.

Finally Prof. Jensen mentioned the ongoing
efforts to find a solution in regard to Taiwan
and Australia.

As for North America and the USA, he said,
there could be no doubt that the application
from the AAR for membership to the IAHR,
and the recommendation of this by the
NAASR, the Executive, now also by the
International Committee, was a major and
highly significant development.

Another significant development was the (re-)
discovery of ‘affiliates’ as a category in the
IAHR Constitution (Article 3AB) clearly
distinct from ‘members’ and the decision by
the Executive and the International Committee
to try to make the IAHR benefit from the
possibility of having different kinds of relations
with different kinds of associations. With
reference to the upcoming item 5, Prof. Jensen
expressed satisfaction that the JAHR had
already received applications for affiliation
from no less than four potential affiliates. The
Executive Committee, he said, was certain that
the affiliation of these and similar learned
societies would prove beneficial to the IAHR.
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Finally, in regard to membership, Prof. Jensen
reported that he had received a few requests for
individual membership but that all applicants,
except for one, in accordance with the IAHR
Constitution Article 3B, had been referred to
seek membership in an already existing national
or regional association.

The General Secretary then said a few words
about the important role of the IAHR website and
about the recent effort to redesign the site and to
take advantage of new possibilities for
communication with members. Prof. Jensen
extended his thanks to Prof. Francisco Diez de
Velasco, the first elected (in 2005) Internet Officer,
for all the work done, and he also extended
thanks to Jeremy B. Hughes, a webmaster at the
University of Tennessee, who had accepted do the
restructuring and to maintain the website - all for
a very reasonable fee.

The major challenge, however, remained, Prof.
Jensen added that, in spite of the use of new
electronic facilities, it remained challenging to
ensure that communication from the IAHR
General Secretary reached the individual
members of the member associations? For this
to happen, Prof Jensen, said, he still had to rely
on the officers of the various associations to
forward communication from the IAHR. The
IAHR Executive Committee does not have lists
of the individual members of the member
associations.

Before saying a few words on IAHR
publications, Prof. Jensen thanked Morny Joy
and her students who maintained the site for the
TAHR Women Scholars Network, and he also
extended thanks to all those otherwise engaged
in the network and all of those who had joined
the meeting of the network in Toronto.

As could be read from the written reports by the
General Secretary, first to the International
Committee in Brno 2008, then to the
International Committee and the General
Assembly in Toronto 2010, the agreements
between Brill and IAHR on Numen Book Series
(NBS) and Science of Religion: Abstracts and
Index of Recent Articles (SoR) had come to an
end in 2008.

At the same time, however, the IAHR had
entered into a new agreement with Brill on
Numen. Numen had been and still was the
flagship journal of the JAHR, and the
Executive Committee as well as Brill was very
happy about the new agreement, and about
Numen.

Prof. Jensen extended thanks to those
colleagues (Profs. Kim Knott, Steven Engler,
Pratap Kumar, and Katja Triplett) who to the
very end served the IAHR as editors of NBS
and SoR, and he also thanked Prof. Einar
Thomassen and Prof. Maya Burger for their
services to the JAHR as managing and reviews
editor respectively of Numen. Likewise he
welcomed Profs. Olav Hammer and Gregory
Alles to the team of managing editors. Finally
he extended thanks to Prof. Ingvild S. Gilhus
for her willingness to succeed Prof. Burger as
Numen Review Editor.

Prof. Jensen mentioned that Proceedings from
the World Congresses in Durban 2000 and
Tokyo 2005 had been published and uploaded
at the IAHR website at http://www.iahr.dk/
proceedings.html.

The General Secretary thanked all colleagues
involved in the editorial process, IAHR
Publications Officer Prof. Bocking, Prof.
Hackett, and Prof. Pye.

The General Secretary ended his oral report
giving thanks to Vice-Presidents Profs. Gerrie
ter Haar and Akio Tsukimoto, Internet Officer
Prof. Francisco Diez de Velasco, and member-
at-large Prof. Alef T. Wasim for their many
years of service to the IAHR.

Thanks were also extended to the Toronto
hosting member associations, to the Congress
Director, Prof. Donald Wiebe, to the Congress
Secretariat, to the Academic Program Co-
Chairs, Profs. Ingvild S. Gilhus and Luther H.
Martin, and to everybody else in Toronto and
around the world for their contribution to the
Congress.

The President, Prof. Hackett, then opened the
floor for questions and comments.
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Replying to a comment on the need for
assistance to scholars in Bangladesh, Prof.
Jensen said that the IAHR so far had directed
one scholar from Bangladesh to seek
membership in the SSEASR but the IAHR
Executive most certainly was willing to assist
scholars in Bangladesh (as well as in India).

Prof. Platvoet wanted to — for the record -
express his dissatisfaction with the distinction
made between members and affiliates. There
should be only one category. All associations
should be member associations. Prof. Jensen
replied that the current Executive Committee
had not invented the distinction. It had, for
many years, been a part of the JAHR
Constitution.

Prof. Hackett then thanked Prof. Jensen for his
report and proposed that it be formally
adopted. The report was adopted with
applause.

4. Brief report by the outgoing
Acting Treasurer

The outgoing Acting Treasurer, Prof. Jensen,
referring to what he had written and said in the
General Secretary’s report on finances,
displayed the audited financial statement in a
PowerPoint presentation and also referred the
General Assembly to his written report, JAHR
Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010,
pp. 55-60.

Having added a few words in explanation to a
few items, Prof. Jensen asked if the General
Assembly had any questions to the financial
statement.

This not being the case, Prof. Hackett asked the
General Assembly to formally adopt the report
by the outgoing Acting Treasurer. The report
was adopted by a show of hands and with
applause.

Formal Meetings of the IAHR - PROCEEDINGS 93

5. Adoption of new members and affiliates

Having referred to the most relevant articles
and rules in the JAHR Constitution and
By-Laws, Prof. Jensen displayed a) the names
of associations and societies applying for
membership, and b) the names of associations
and individuals applying for affiliation, saying
that the adoption of each of the named
applicants had been recommended first by the
Executive Committee and then by the
International Committee, at its meetings in
Brno 2008 or at its meeting in Toronto.

Each of the following applicants was then
adopted as a member association by an
overwhelming majority show of hands, and
with applause:

« Eesti Akadeemiline Usundiloo Selts/The
Estonian Society for the Study of Religions
(ESSR)

« Associacao Portuguespara o Estudo Das
Religioes/Portuguese Association for the
Study of Religions (APER)

 American Academy of Religion (AAR)

« Latvian Society for the Study of Religions
(LRPB)

Each of the following applicants was then
adopted as an affiliate by an overwhelming
majority show of hands, and with applause:

« International Association for the
Cognitive Science of Religion (IACSR)

« International Study of Religion in Eastern
and Central Europe Association
(ISORECEA)

« International Society for the Study of
Religion, Nature and Culture (ISSRNC)

« European Society for the Study of Western
Esotericism (ESSWE).

Finally, Prof. Helen Farley, Queensland
University, was affiliated as an individual
member to the JAHR by an overwhelming
majority show of hands, and with applause.

Prof. Hackett welcomed the new members and
affiliates to the JAHR family.
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6. Recommendation of changes to the IAHR
Constitution and Rules of Procedure

Having referred to the relevant articles of the
Constitution, Prof. Jensen displayed in a
PowerPoint presentation the changes to the
IAHR Constitution as recommended by the
IAHR International Committee on the
recommendation also of the IAHR Executive
Committee. Prof. Jensen also mentioned that
in so far as the changed articles were
reproduced in the By-Laws, the By-Laws were
also changed. He added that the International
Committee at its meeting in Toronto had made
other changes to the By-Laws, and to
procedures regarding the nomination of
candidates to the Executive Committee and to
IAHR Honorary Life Membership. These
changes, though,were the responsibility of the
International Committee only. They would, he
added, just like possible changes to the
Constitution, be made public at the IAHR
website. The current Constitution and By-Laws
were copied in the IAHR Bulletin, Toronto
Congress Edition, 39, 2010, pp. 71 -80.

Displaying the proposed changes to the
Constitution, Prof. Jensen showed the current
text in a left row and the proposed changes in
the right row. Going through the articles in
question, Prof. Jensen, ever so briefly,
explained key points in the rationale behind
the recommended changes: the wish to tighten
up the academic profile of the IAHR also in the
Constitution, to allow for the vocabulary
(‘academic study of religions; history of
religions; ‘cross-cultural study of religion,
‘comparative study of religions’) to better
reflect names and realities amongst the
members, to clarify and specify the existing
distinction between constituent member
societies and affiliates, to clarify and specify
the text as regards the position of provisional
members and affiliates, to incorporate
procedures in regard to fees and lapsed
membership, and to codify the meeting of the
International Committee in between two
consecutive quinquennial congresses.

Following a substitution of the term ‘members
without portfolio’ with ‘further members; a
substitution recommended by the
International Committee but by a mistake not
substituted in the text displayed, the General
Assembly adopted all of the recommended
changes by such an overwhelming majority
show of hands that the presiding officer
without a doubt could state that the required
two thirds of the General Assembly voted for.

7. Other recommendations of the
International Committee requiring a vote
by the General Assembly

There were no other recommendations
requiring a vote by the General Assembly.

8. Report on the conferment of
Honorary Life Membership

The General Secretary, having outlined the
procedure for the recommendation and
conferment of AHR Honorary Life
Membership, reported that the International
Comnmittee, following the recommendations
from the Honorary Life Membership Advisory
Comnmittee, at its meeting Wednesday August
18,2010 in Toronto had conferred Honorary
Life Membership on five members, all of
whom had, in accordance with the relevant
criteria “distinguished themselves through
life-long service to the history of religions
through their scholarship, regular participation
in IAHR conferences, service as national or
international officers, and/or other outstanding
contributions”. Prof. Jensen announced the
names of each new Honorary Life Member as
follows:

o Prof. Armin W. Geertz (Aarhus,
Denmark)

» Prof. Mihaly Hoppal (Budapest, Hungary)

» Prof. Hans G. Kippenberg (Bremen,
Germany)

o Prof. Luther H. Martin (Burlington, USA)
« Prof. Donald Wiebe (Toronto, Canada)
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The General Assembly applauded the
conferment of Honorary Life Membership to
each of the named by applause, and Prof.
Jensen congratulated the new Honorary Life
Members and thanked Profs. Yolotl Gonzales,
Peter Antes and Michael Pye for serving the
IAHR once again as members to the Honorary
Life Membership Advisory Committee.

9. Report on the election of the incoming
Executive Committee

The General Secretary, having outlined the
prescribed procedure for the nomination and
election of the Executive Committee (Article
4c in the Constitution, and the ‘Nomination
Procedure for the Executive, cf. the JAHR
Bulletin, Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010, p.
72, and pp. 78 -79) and having set out the
procedure for the submission of nominations
(ibid. p. 63), reported that the International
Committee at its meeting Wednesday August
18, 2010 in Toronto had elected the following
officers and members of the IAHR Executive
Committee 2010-2015:

o President: Rosalind I.]. Hackett (United
States)

« Vice-President: Ingvild S. Gilhus
(Norway)

« Vice-President: Abdulkader Tayob (South
Africa)

o General Secretary: Tim Jensen (Denmark)

« Deputy General Secretary: Maria del Mar
Marcos Sanchez (Spain)

o Treasurer: Brian Bocking (Ireland)

o Deputy Treasurer: Marianna Shakhnovich
(Russia)

« Publications Officer: Morny Joy (Canada)

« Membership Secretary: Abrahim H. Khan
(Canada)

« Internet Officer: Silas Guerriero (Brazil)

« Member without portfolio: Satoko
Fujiwara (Japan)

« Member without portfolio: Amarjiva
Lochan (India)
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The General Assembly accompanied the
display and election of each of the names and
persons with applause, and Prof. Hackett
congratulated all the members of the incoming
Executive Committee on their election.

Prof. Jensen extended thanks to the members
of the Nominating Committee, Profs. Giulia S.
Gasparro, Jan G. Platvoet, and Armin W.
Geertz, for their service to the IAHR.

10. Public transfer of office to the incoming
Executive Committee

Profs. Hackett and Jensen left the stage. Shortly
after they returned, joined by Prof. Bocking,
elected Treasurer, thus signifying the transfer
of office.

11. Brief statement by the incoming President

Prof. Hackett expressed how pleased and
honoured she was to have been re-elected for
another five-year term, thus getting the chance
to continue projects and undertake new ones
in the service of the IAHR.

She extended thanks to the members of the
outgoing Executive Committee adding that it
had been a pleasure to work together with all
of them. She looked forward to the work ahead
and to the cooperation with the new members
of the incoming Executive Committee.

12. Brief statement by the incoming
General Secretary

Prof. Jensen said that it had been an honour
and pleasure to serve the IAHR in 2005-2010
and that he was grateful to have been elected to
serve for another five-year term.

Prof. Jensen said that the overall aim of his
work, now as before, would be to help the
IAHR promote its stated aims, and thus, as
stated in his statement of candidacy, “help
carve out more and more space for the
academic study of religion all around the
world”
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He was proud, he said, referring to the same
statement of candidacy, to serve as General
Secretary to what was the “pre-eminent
international forum for the critical, analytical
and cross-cultural study of religion..”, and “not
a forum for confessional, apologetical, or other
similar concerns”

Prof. Jensen then mentioned some of the
decisions taken by the incoming Executive
Committee at its first meeting in Toronto,
August 19, 2010:

« The IAHR finances, though in a much
better shape today than for long, must be
stabilized and further improved. The
income from fees and the contract with
Brill must be supplemented by income
stemming from some kind of targeted
fundraising.

Membership development is to be
continued, now as before, with the help of
various members of the Executive
Committee in touch with various
countries and regions. A special effort in
regard to South and Latin America, and
the ongoing efforts to stimulate and assist
colleagues and associations in Africa,
Belgium, Cuba, India, Indonesia, Israel,
Korea, Poland, and Russia to be continued.

Linked to this it was decided to chart,
describe, analyze and compare the various
IAHR regional member associations.

o The International Committee had asked the
incoming Executive to discuss the possible
inspiration from the AASR proposal
(signed by Profs. G. ter Haar and J. G.
Platvoet) of a restructuring of the IAHR
Executive Committee. The Executive
Committee was due to report on its
discussions at the next International
Committee Meeting in 2013.

« The final decision regarding the
establishment of an JAHR book series had
been taken. The Publications Officer and the
General Secretary would continue talks with
Equinox. The intention was to have a book
series that was attractive to JAHR members
and scholars, a book series thus reflecting
and assisting the global academic study of
religions linked to the JAHR.

o The website was to be further developed,
also in order to serve as a vehicle for more
and improved interactive communication
between members, be it the national and
regional member associations, the JAHR
affiliate associations or the individual
members.

Last but not least, the incoming Executive
Committee was pleased to announce that
Dorothea Ditchfield had graciously offered
to establish a Gary Lease Memorial Lecture.

The General Secretary extended thanks to the
members of the outgoing Executive Committee,
to the members of the International Committee,
to the Congress organizers, to the Congress
Director Prof. Wiebe, to the Academic Program
Chairs, to Congress Secretariat members
Sydney Yeung and Professor Abrahim Khan, to
the Honorary Congress Chair Prof. Geertz, and
to the Congress Chair, IAHR President, Prof.
Rosalind 1.]. Hackett.

13. Suggestions from the General Assembly to
the incoming Executive Committee

Prof. Strenski congratulated the Congress
organizers and thanked them for their great
work. He also suggested that future organizers
see to it that the plenary sessions were arranged
so that there was time right afterwards for
questions and discussions, and he expressed his
hesitations in regard to the choice made to have
a relatively high number of plenary speakers
focus on cognitivist approaches. Prof. Strenski
finally suggested that the IAHR consider
establishing an IAHR Facebook group or
network.
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Prof. Casadio suggested that more time be
allotted for questions and discussions following
the report by the General Secretary.

Profs. Hackett and Jensen responded that the
incoming Executive Committee would discuss
the issues raised.

14. Any other business
There was no other business.
Prof. Hackett then closed the formal meeting.

Prof. Hackett thanked all of those who had
worked so hard to make the Toronto 2010 IAHR
World Congress such a great success. She finally
asked Congress Director Prof. Donald Wiebe to
enter the stage, and together with Prof. Jensen,
the IAHR General Secretary, she handed over a
present to Prof. Wiebe as a small token of
gratitude.

Prof. Hackett then declared the 2010 XXth
Quinquennial World Congress of the IAHR, the
International Association for the History of
Religions, in Toronto, Canada, officially closed.

(Minutes prepared by the General Secretary,
Tim Jensen, with the assistance of notes taken
by Deputy General Secretary, Maria del Mar
Marcos Sanchez)
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IAHR WOMEN SCHOLARS NETWORK

Dear Members of the WSN,

Warm greetings, especially to those of you who
have joined the website since the JAHR
meeting in Toronto. It has been a busy few
weeks with many people writing to Carmen to
register them on the list-serve. We were
extremely pleased with the large attendance at
the WSN meeting - with 23 of those signing
up to indicate they were interested in
becoming active in the network in some way.

A few weeks back, Rosalind Hackett, the
president of the IAHR, wrote a letter to the
network reporting on the conference and she
also sent some wonderful photos. (We will
have those photos placed soon on the site
under the heading of Conference Photos and
Reports.) I would like to follow up on her
remarks with some information about the
development of the website.

At present the WSN website is undergoing
some updates and renovations that we have to
have in place in a week or so. This is because at
the moment everyone is still caught up in the
busy-ness of the beginning of term. In the light
of the meeting in Toronto to which so many of
you came to express your interest, we are
revising many of the categories now on the
website in response to your requests. There
were a number of scholars who volunteered to
help in expanding the work that the website
undertakes.

As a result of both your requests and the
generosity of our volunteers, we will focus on a
number of specific issues and topics in the
coming year. Dr. Hyun-Ah Kim who is a
Fellow at the Centre for Reformation and
Renaissance Studies, Victoria College,
University of Toronto, is going to work
specifically on gathering together a list of
recent books and other publications that would
be of interest to women scholars of religion.
She will most probably make postings about
once a term.
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In addition, however, we would request that
those of you who have had books or chapters
recently published to send them along to us for
posting.

Carrie Dohe, who is a doctoral student at the
University of Chicago, will investigate the

current status of discussions on sexual ethics
and policy issues and will be making regular
reports on various developments in this area.

Then Rebekka King, who is a PhD student at
the University of Toronto will help to create a
forum with literature on mentoring with the
intention of setting up a session at the next
meeting where newer scholars and established
scholars could meet to discuss issues or
concerns.

Finally, Rachelle Scott, an Associate Professor
at the University of Tennessee is presently
designing a form that we will send out to those
of you who are willing to describe your
specialities and your interests. This was also
something that was requested at the meeting.
One of the intentions of providing this
information is so that the website could be of
help for students who were in need of
members for a thesis supervisory committee or
defense committee.

Apart from these items, we would encourage all
of you who have attended recent conferences of
interest or who have come across an article -
whether in a professional journal or other media
- to send it along for posting. Over the years
that the website has existed we have been
especially grateful to Sylvia Marcos for her many
splendid postings about her travels and
participation at various gatherings of particular
interest around the globe.

We are excited about these developments as
the membership of the website continues to
expand. We send you our best wishes for a
successful up-coming academic year.

- Rosalind Hackett, University of Tennessee
and Morny Joy, Carmen Webb and
Tracy Derynck at the University of Calgary
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IAHR ACTING TREASURER'’S REPORT 2005 - 2010

All amounts are in USD Unaudited Audited Total
Income:
JZ Smith Donation 100.00 200.00 300.00
BASR Donation 1,666.00 0.00 1,666.00
Membership Fees 14,403.50 14,584.63 28,988.13
CIPSH Grants 10,945.00 13,668.20 24,613.20
Brill one-off Payment 0.00 20,299.95 20,299.95
Brill per Issue 0.00 24,842.70 24,842.70
Brill Editorial Expenses 3,000.00 1,836.07 4,836.07
Interest 388.02 806.24 1,194.26
TOTAL INCOME 30,502.52 76,237.79 106,740.31
Expenses:
CIPSH Fees 1,315.18 2,025.00 3,340.18
Travel Expenses 1 7,605.20 4,245.96 11,851.16
Meeting Expenses 2 502.11 2,666.00 3,168.11
Managing Editor’s Expenses 3 1,612.88 3,602.57 5,215.45
Registration Fees 0.00 188.42 188.42
Website Expenses 106.15 174.46 280.61
Printing Expenses 4 3,686.69 3,922.39 7,609.08
IAHR/CIPSH Grants
toIAHR Conf. 5 2,000.00 37,400.00 39,400.00
Gifts 103.00 42.00 145.00
Accounting/auditing 530.00 1,200.00 1,730.00
Bank Expenses 0.00 975.17 975.17
Exchange Rates 6 0.00 2,521.48 2,521.48
Other Expenses 2,105.93 2,537.64 4,643.57
TOTAL EXPENSES 19,567.14 61,501.09 81,068.23
RESULT FOR THE PERIOD 10,935.38 14,736.70 25,672.08
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IAHR ACTING TREASURER’S REPORT 2005 - 2010

12-07-2010
Receivables:
CIPSH Grants 7,700.00
Other receivables 1,000.00
TOTAL RECEIVABLES 8,700.00
Bank Accounts:
Daily Bank Account, USD 6,955.41
TAHR African Trust Fund, USD 12,000.00
IAHR Endowment Fund, USD 8,695.00
Daily Bank Account, EUR 34,159.79
BANK ACCOUNTS 61,810.20
TOTAL ASSETS 70,510.20
Equity:
Equity February 25, 2005 43,638.12
Result for the period 25,672.08
TOTAL EQUITY 69,310.20
Short term liabilities:
Accounting 1,200.00
Short term liabilities 1,200.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,200.00
TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 70,510.20

1 TRAVEL EXPENSES
Travel 25/2-2005 - 31/1-2008
Hackett CIPSH Meeting 1,070.83
Tokyo 2005 Travel Unspecified ~ 5,080.00
Bucharest (Wasim) 1,454.37
7,605.20

Travel 1/2-2008 - 12/7-2010
Santa Cruz (Jensen) 1,122.00
CIPSH Meeting (Hackett & Jensen)1,887.00

Toronto (Site Visit Jensen) 126.25
Atlanta AAR Meeting (Jensen) 203.38
Brno (SSEASR/Lochan) 907.33

4,245.96
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2 MEETING EXPENSES
Meeting Expenses 25/2/2005 - 31/1/2008
Executive

Tokyo 370.76
Philadelphia 55.00
Bucharest 76.35

502.11

Meeting Expenses 1/2/2008 - 12/7/2010
Executive

Messina 940.00
Brno 145.00
1,085.00

Publications
Meeting Copenhagen Brill 912.00
Meeting London Equinox 669.00
1,581.00

3 MANAGING EDITOR’S EXPENSES
Expenses 25/2/2005 - 31/1/2008
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4 PRINTING EXPENSES
Expenses 25/2/2005 - 31/1/2008
Tokyo Bulletin 1,970.69
Books Reimbursed 1,716.00
3,686.69
Expenses 1/2/2008 - 12/7/2010
Durban Proceedings 2,922.39
Tokyo Proceedings 1,000.00
3,922.39

5 IAHR/CIPSH GRANTS TO IAHR
CONFERENCES

Grants 25/2/2005 - 31/1/2008

Unspecified 1,612.88

1,612.88

Expenses 1/2/2008 - 12/7/2010

Ankara (Thomassen) 804.50
Ankara (Benavides) 782.00
Copy Editing (Thomassen) 180.00
Brno (Hammer) 1,026.07
Messina (Hammer) 810.00

3,602.57

Gabarone AASR 500.00
Bangkok SSEASR 500.00
Ankara 1,000.00
2,000.00

Grants 1/2/2008 - 12/7/2010
Bali SSEASR 3,700.00
Ile-Ife AASR 1,000.00
Brno 1,350.00
Messina 1,350.00
Toronto 30,000.00
37,400.00

6 EXCHANGE RATES

Exchange rate between USD and Euro is
1.35. Difference between account on bank
and bookkeeping per 12/07/2010 is
$2,521.48 USD. The cost for exchange
rate is the difference between the used
daily rate of 1.35 and the rate per
12/07/2010.
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GENERAL REPORT ON THE XXth WORLD CONGRESS
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORTHE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS

(with appendices)

1 Introduction

There are several peculiarities about the XXth
World Congress of the International
Association for the History of Religions
(IAHR) that must be treated before proceeding
to an accounting of its organization and
achievements. These peculiarities include a
change in IAHR procedures in awarding the
quinquennial congresses, the recognition by
the JAHR of the increasing difficulties in
staging these large and expensive academic
events, the extraordinary character of the
‘institution’ which was awarded the right to
organize the XXth IAHR congress, and, finally,
the somewhat contentious intellectual milieu
that framed the organization of the 2010
Congress. (On the last-mentioned matters see
the minutes of the meeting of the General
Assembly at the XIXth Tokyo Congress in the
IAHR Bulletin: Toronto Congress Edition, 39,
August 2010, pp 30-37; especially section 11
“Brief Statement by the In-coming General
Secretary’.)

The Executive Committee of the JAHR
announced a change of policy at the XIXth
World Congress held in Tokyo in 2005
regarding the awarding of the IAHR World
Congresses. It was decided that the JAHR
would send out invitations for bids to host
these events and to revise the guidelines for
running them (see JAHR Bulletin: Toronto
Congress Edition, 39, 2010, p36). The 2010
IAHR Congress, therefore, was the first to be
awarded under the ‘new rules’ decision by the
IAHR Executive Committee and the revised
“A Basic Framework for Running an JAHR
Congress” (see http://www.iahr.dk/congress.
htm).

The recent congress document providing the
basic framework for running an JAHR
Congress provides a clear indication of the
difficulties that will face those who undertake
to organize these events. The IAHR provides
notice there that it is not in a position to cover
expenses of these congresses although it can
provide small loans and partial costs for 2 or 3
participants through the Conseil International
de la Philosophie et des Sciences Humaines
(CIPSH), and warns potential organizers of the
possibility of personal liability for financial
losses. Professor Rosalind Hackett, President of
the IAHR rightly noted (in the minutes of the
Tokyo General Assembly (section 12.
“Suggestions from the General Assembly to the
In-coming Executive Committee,” JAHR
Bulletin: Toronto Congress Edition, 39, 2010,
p37) that the complexity and costs of JAHR
congresses may be getting to the point were
bids to host them will not be forthcoming. The
organizers of the 2010 Congress were very
much aware of the difficulties and dangers
given various economic and political
difficulties that emerged over the years spent
planning, organizing, and running the Toronto
Congress.

Although there were several Canadian scholars
who were very interested in having the XXth
IAHR World Congress take place in Canada,
there were no Canadian societies willing to
take on the work and expense of mounting the
event. Discussions with various colleagues in
November of 2005 about possible locations of
the 2010 Congress left us in some doubt as to
whether serious bids for the Congress had
been received by the IAHR.
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With support from Professors Russell
McCutcheon (University of Alabama), Willi
Braun (University of Alberta), James DiCenso
(University of Toronto), Marsha Hewitt
(University of Trinity College, University of
Toronto), Leona Anderson (University of
Regina), Patrice Brodeur (University of
Montreal), and others, Professors Abrahim
(Ivan) Khan and Donald Wiebe (both at
University of Trinity College, University of
Toronto) decided to contact various North
American JAHR member associations and
societies to ask them to consider collectively
inviting the IAHR to consider holding the
XXth Congress at the University of Toronto.
Professor DiCenso, at that time chair of the
Department and Centre for the Study of
Religion (CSR), agreed that the Department
and Centre would host the congress should it
be awarded. Neither the sponsoring
associations and societies, nor the Department
and Centre for the Study of Religion, however,
would accept any financial liability for the
event, nor take on responsibility of organizing
or running the congress. Professors Khan,
Hewitt, and Wiebe had some time earlier
created the Institute for the Advanced Study of
Religion (IASR) and agreed that running the
2010 IAHR congress would be a task that the
IASR could accept on behalf of the associations
and societies that were willing to invite the
IAHR to hold the event in Toronto. Professors
Khan and Wiebe were co-chairs of the
Congress Secretariat, and together with Ms.
Sydney Yeung - who was hired as an assistant
to Khan and Wiebe - took on the
responsibilities of the day-to-day operations of
running the congress.

The ‘intellectual framework’ in which the
theme for the Congress and its academic
structure were determined were very much
influenced by perceptions of the interests that
seemed to dominate the previous two JAHR
World Congresses — Durban in 2000 and
Tokyo in 2005.

Voices of concern had been raised about a
general drift away from the study of religion as
an objective and scientific undertaking at IAHR
congresses to a focus on socio-political and/or
religious issues. In his “Report on the XIXth
IAHR World Congress” Professor S. Shimazono
acknowledge that the criticism of the academic
program in Durban for focusing on “problems
in the contemporary world” were also heard
about the Tokyo Congress. As he puts it: “In
IAHR 2005 the embers of the controversies were
not extinguished.... They said that discussion
themes such as dialogue, environmental issues
and social contribution by religions might be
important for those who were practicing
religious activities in religious organizations, but
that these themes were opposing the trend of
objective studies in the past two decades. It was
true that there were participants with
backgrounds in specific religious organizations
or religious traditions who actively reported
their activities and spoke using doctrinal
expressions. At times, those who felt
uncomfortable with their speeches raised the
opinions that religious studies should be
directed to objective, pure scientific studies”
(typescript, nd; p2). Professor Shimazono,
however, goes on to point out that the Japanese
Society for the Study of Religion thinks the
IAHR must not shut itself up in an ivory tower
(p2) but rather become engaged in practical
responses to questions of peace and conflict
between religious traditions, to environmental
issues, and bioethical issues and be less fixated
on purely scientific concerns. He writes:
“Religious Studies is becoming an important
bearer of a new kind of common knowledge
that will contribute to mutual understanding in
order to reach consensus in solving practical
problems while looking about at different
cultures and civilizations and looking deep in
the past” (p3). And in turning to those kinds of
issues the Tokyo Congress, in his estimation,
“became a historic landmark that impressed this
matter upon the religious studies community;’
by putting an end to “West-centered” scientific
concerns in the study of religion (p3).
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There can be no question but that the
Congresses in Durban and Tokyo were
successful events with some 550 -600
participants in Durban and 2200 in Tokyo,
with both providing participants with efficient
organization and wonderful hospitality. All
who attended those congresses, including the
“critical voices,” greatly enjoyed these events
and appreciated all the hard work our
colleagues put into staging them. Nevertheless,
those who took on the responsibility for the
XXth IAHR World Congress believed that the
“trend” being set by the Durban and Tokyo
Congresses deviated from the original
scientific aims and objectives of the IAHR and
decided to choose a theme and to structure the
academic program of the XXth Congress in a
way that would reflect those original aims and
objectives.

2 The Call for Bids to Hold the
2010 IAHR Congress

The Call for Bids to hold the 2010 IAHR
Congress was published in the spring of 2005
with a deadline of January 31, 2006 for the
reception of proposals. After careful
consideration the Directors of The Institute for
the Advanced Study of Religion (IASR)
submitted a proposal on behalf of the
Canadian Society for the Study of Religion
(CSSR), the Société québécois pour létude de
la religion (SQER), and the North American
Association for the Study of Religion
(NAASR), (with the later addition of the
Sociedad Mexicana para el Estudio de las
Religiones [SMER]) to hold the XXth IAHR
World Congress in Toronto with Professor
Donald Wiebe as Director of the Congress, (to
be hosted by the Department and Centre for
the Study of Religion) with responsibility for
all organizational and financial aspects of the
Congress to be shouldered by the IASR and its
Directors.

The members of the Steering Committee who
provided advice and support in preparing the
bid (which included the information called for
in the “Basic Framework for Running an JAHR
World Congress”), included Professor Leona
Anderson (CSSR), Professor Patrice Brodeur
(SQER), Professor Russell McCutcheon
(NAASR) (and, later, Professor Yolotl Gonzales
Torres [SMER]), Professor Abrahim Khan
(IASR), and Professor James DiCenso (CSR).
The 55 page proposal included an introductory
letter signed by Professors James DiCenso on
behalf of the CSR and Professor Donald Wiebe
on behalf of the IASR and a letter from Dr
David H. Farrar, Deputy Provost and Vice-
Provost of the University of Toronto endorsing
the invitation. In addition the bid proposal
included information about Toronto such as
social activities, tourism opportunities, venue/
hotel proposals, information regarding
customs and immigration and so on.

The Executive Committee of the JAHR
appreciated the idea of “a regional and not just
a national sponsorship of an IAHR World
Congress” and accepted the bid in a letter
addressed to Wiebe and DiCenso dated 19
Feburary, 2006. At this point the Steering
Committee overseeing the bid was
transformed into the Organizing Committee
with the addition of Professor Tim Jensen
(IAHR Secretary General), Professor Rosalind
Hackett (JAHR President), Professor Ingvild
Gulhus and Professor Luther Martin (Co-
Chairs of the Program Committee), Professor
Russell McCutcheon (Associate Director of the
Congress), Professor Greg Alles (NAASR),
Professor Yolotl Gonzales Torres (SMER), and
Professor Armin W. Geertz (member-at-large).
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3 Major Financial Concerns

Although the four national and/or regional
TAHR associations or societies were willing to
sponsor the XXth IAHR Congress in Toronto,
none was in a position to accept any legal,
organizational, or financial responsibilities for
funding and running the Congress, nor was
the Centre for the Study of Religion or the
University of Toronto ready to accept any such
responsibility for the Congress. The IAHR also
clearly states that it “cannot be held liable for
financial losses.” Consequently, in order for the
Congress to take place in Toronto, the IASR
and its Directors agreed to take full
responsibility for all aspects of the Congress
including liability for possible financial losses.

The Directors of the IASR were particularly
concerned with financial matters and took
seriously the advice offered on these matters in
the “Basic Framework for Running an JAHR
World Congress.” The first decision made in
this respect was to seek legal advice on a wide
range of possible economic and legal issues
that could affect the organizers, and the
second, on the basis of legal advice, the
Directors of the IASR moved to have it
incorporated in the province of Ontario.
(Status as an educational charity was also
sought and eventually awarded). A third major
decision made at the outset was not to hire a
professional conference agency to run the
Congress. In our estimation, this would simply
increase the cost of running the Congress
while still leaving the TASR responsible for all
legal and economic problems that might arise.

In order to keep the registration fee as low as
possible while not leaving the IASR at the
mercy of a possible financial deficit Professor
Wiebe agreed to use his sabbatical leave in
2009 -2010 to give full attention to Congress
matters and Professor Khan agreed to take on
the task of Associate Chair of the Congress
Secretariat which involved a great number of
hours of volunteer labour for the Congress.

An administrative assistant was hired on a
full-time basis in January of 2010, with other
part-time assistants being hired in the last
weeks of congress preparations. Taking all of
these matters into consideration, and after
consultation with colleagues engaged in the
running of other “humanities” conferences, the
decision was made to set the regular/basic
congress registration fee at 400 Canadian
dollars — 100 dollars more than the registration
fee for the Tokyo Congress five years earlier.
Although we were aware that some might
consider this fee high, we had to take into
consideration increased costs in goods and
services over the past five years, and to ensure
that the Congress would not be in a deficit
situation at the close of the event. We note here
that all participants were required to cover the
registration fee, including the directors and
other officials running the Congress, IAHR
officers and other IAHR delegates or
representatives, plenary speakers, and those in
need of financial assistance to attend the
Congress. In the case of the last two groups of
participants the Congress Secretariat raised the
funds necessary to pay those fees. Two issues
are of concern in that regard: that it is
inappropriate to provide a “fee waiver” because
a) there is no way for organizers to have some
degree of assurance that they can pay all the
invoices for goods and services if they cannot
depend upon receiving registration fees from
all in attendance, and b) if the fee is not
collected (or paid for in some other way) it
means that the registration fee paid by other
participants in the Congress will be used to
support those scholars who need assistance
and this should not be done without the
permission of the paying registrants. (Getting
that kind of permission, of course, is not
possible in this kind of situation.)
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Although the directors of the IASR assumed
that registration fees would cover the basic
costs of organizing and running the XXth
Congress (in light of the comments made
above regarding registration fees) but there was
some anxiety that the decision to have two
plenary speakers on each of the full days of the
Congress could put our budget figures into red
ink. We decided, therefore, to seek
‘partnerships’ with universities in North
American and Europe to help defray those
expenses, and in the process actually
“stumbled” upon a way in which to inspire
more than just one university to become
engaged in this project — details on the
involvement of other universities are made
available in the congress program book.

4 Congress Theme and the Structure of
the Academic Program

Given the original aims and objectives of the
IAHR as a scientific and scholarly organization
rather than one concerned with inter-religious
dialogue and political and civic issues, much
attention was given to choosing an appropriate
theme for the XXth JAHR World Congress.
Our aim was to encourage scholars to focus
attention on religions as subjects for scientific
analysis (in search of explanations for
particular religious events and behaviours and
for religion as a whole) insofar as they are
publicly available’ to the research tools and
techniques of the historical, social, and natural
sciences. Our aim was to encourage scholars to
present results of their research within a
common scholarly/scientific framework in
which discussion, debate, and the testing of
scholarly claims and scientific hypotheses
could take place. And in order to do this, we
sought for a theme that would focus attention
on understanding and explaining religion and
religious phenomena rather than enter the
arena of religious or political public policy
debates.

We nevertheless realized that the theme would
have to be broad in order to accommodate the
various fields of interests that characterize
scholars associated with the IAHR and would
be of interest to our colleagues undertaking
research on religion in history and
contemporary society, focused on the
individual or groups, etc.

We believe that the theme - Religion: A
Human Phenomenon - was chosen as a way of
encouraging scholars, whether religious or not,
to leave their religious, theological, or political
and social agendas for other scholarly venues
and to focus on religion as an object for
scientific analysis and understanding. Yet the
theme was sufficiently broad to include the
research interests of the vast majority of
scholars in IAHR member national
associations and societies for the study of
religion. Scholars whose primary interests may
have been religious, theological, political, or
social were by no means excluded but rather
were invited to limit their presentations to the
scientific aspects relevant to their primary
interests. The theme clearly made room for the
interests of members of departments for the
historical and comparative study of religion as
well as the work of colleagues in the natural
and social sciences who are interested in
explaining religion as a human phenomenon.
It also encouraged “bridging” traditional
geographical, historical, and academic
specializations in the study of religion and
therefore encouraged cross-disciplinary
discussion and debate.

In order to accomplish the “promise” we think
was expressed in the theme, we structured the
“call for papers” in a methodological fashion
rather than in terms of religious traditions and
sub-traditions or geographical regions
characteristic of previous congresses. The “call
for papers” therefore invited submissions that
would contribute either new information,
novel reinterpretations of data already
available, or present hypotheses or theories in
search of explanations of religious behaviours
and of religion itself.
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These “constraints” were meant to encourage a
serious attempt at finding a scientific
understanding/account of religion by
encouraging colleagues to participate in a
common intellectual task in a common
academic framework with a common
objective.

The “call for papers” also invited papers on
methodological issues and concerns, and
papers providing critical self-reflection on our
“discipline;” including critical reflection on the
very structure of the program for the XXth
Congress. A further element of the “call for
papers” was an invitation for innovative papers
our colleagues might not see as appropriate
within the main four-fold structure of the
program as described.

The Congress Secretariat and the Program
Committee realized that framing the academic
program of the Congress in a fashion that
deviated significantly from the academic
programs of previous congresses might be
courting failure. Nevertheless, there was
general agreement that making an attempt to
find ways in which to encourage discussion
and debate across traditional lines of
conversation in the study of religion - for
example, to move beyond a structure of
analysis within the framework of particular
religious traditions — was important.

We also thought that changing the very
structure of the presentations of papers might
help in changing the traditional flow of our
academic conversations at past conferences.
We thought that if we reduced the number of
parallel paper sessions per day to two rather
than three we would be making room for
increased levels of conversation between and
among congress participants. The trade-off was
the loss of opportunity to hear 12 papers a day
rather than merely 8.

Since at any congress or conference of this size
and with a huge number of papers being
presented there would be disappointment at
having to choose between two or more papers of
interest that in any event were being presented at
the same time, we thought the value of greater
opportunity to meet new colleagues in the field
and to engage in one-on-one conversation or
group discussion about mutual research interests
or papers heard was to be preferred.

The structure of our “plenary speaker program”
was, in part, directed to the same end. We
structured these presentations in such a way that
they would provide an occasion for the congress
participants to focus collectively each morning
and afternoon on a theme relevant to our field.
The “refreshment breaks” were scheduled to
precede the plenary presentations in order to
provide nearly an hour of time for such
conversation. These occasions brought the
majority of our participants together twice a day,
and we believe these events made the
contribution we had hoped they would.

The “plenary speaker program” was also intended
to complement the “parallel sessions program”
rather than simply “extend” it. Consequently,
setting up this program was one of the most
academically (and ‘politically’) challenging
aspects of “forming” the academic ethos we
attempted to create for the Congress. Our goal
was to provide a judicious mix of scholars that
would represent the field(s) of religious studies, or
bring new ideas, methods, and insights to the field
of religious studies from their own disciplines and
research enterprises. The possibility of achieving
these aims under the economic, gender, geo-
political, and other constraints that govern our
congresses at times appeared impossible. Some
elaboration here may help to see the problem all
IAHR congress organizers face. Attempting to
achieve gender balance, a balance between
seasoned and younger scholars in the field, and
ensuring representation from several countries
while not compromising on quality seemed an
impossible task.
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The economic problems associated with
invitations to plenary session speakers are two:
the expenses associated with their
participation, and the question of payment of
an honorarium. It is not general practice that
the JAHR congresses provide an honorarium
to its plenary speakers. We believe that it is an
honour to be invited to be a plenary speaker at
our congresses and that an honorarium is
inappropriate on these occasions. We also
believe that if honoraria become common
practice, the costs of running congresses would
increase significantly.

Our stated objectives with respect to the
invitation to plenary speakers (sent to
universities that had been asked to consider
providing financial assistance for this aspect of
the Congress) were to invite:

1. Scholars who are most likely to make an
exciting contribution to learning, whether
with respect to the discovery of new facts/
data, significant new interpretation of
data, the provision of a new perspective on
the field or some sub-field of our
discipline;

2. Scholars who will challenge the dominant
perspectives that currently govern
research and teaching in our field;

3. Scholars who we think can and will inspire
the next generation of leaders in our field;

4. Scholars who will be able to draw
attention to and support our field from
among our other colleagues in the
university;

5. Scholars who are able to convey to a wider
public the character and importance of
our field for society more generally.

After informal consultation as to possible
speakers (covering North America; the UK
and Europe; the Middle East; South, East, and
SouthEast Asia; and Africa) we ultimately had
a list of 77 candidates for consideration
(representing Brazil, Canada, China, Egypt,
England, Finland, France, Germany, Holland,
India, Italy, Japan, Singapore, South Africa,
Scotland, Sweden, and the United States) of
which 19 were women (the majority from the
United States, the rest from Canada, England,
India, and Singapore). A total of 21 requests
were eventually made (keeping in mind our
above-stated objectives), 6 of them to women
scholars. The final list published in our
advertising bulletins included 7 men and 3
women; 4 from the United States, 2 from
Canada, and 1 each from Brazil, Finland,
Germany and India/USA. (The speakers from
Brazil and Finland, unfortunately, had
emergency situations that prevented them at
the last minute from participating in the
Congress and they were replaced by scholars
from the United States who were available at
short notice.)

Five of the plenary speakers had earned one or
more degrees in religious studies, four of
whom currently teach (or are retired from)
departments for the study of religion; one of
the five provided an attempt to understand
religious phenomena from the perspective of
the cognitive sciences. Of the remaining five,
two brought data to bear on our field from a
paleobiological or evolutionary biological
perspective, one from the perspective of law;
one provided a critique of the influence of
postmodernism and post-colonialism on our
field, and one provided an analysis of the
relevance of the new ecological consciousness
on our field.

As in any conference, not all of the plenary
presentations were equally appealing to all of
the participants in attendance at the Congress;
and, as is to be expected, not all of the speakers
lived up to expectation of all congress
participants.
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However, overall, we believe that the objectives
we had for the individual speakers, and for the
plenary speaker program as a whole, were
achieved. (For those who missed a lecture or
two, they are available on the Congress
website.)

5 Congress Attendance/Participation

At the outset of our planning for the 2010
Congress we estimated attendance to be
between 800 and 1,000 participants.
Attendance at the seven previous IAHR
congresses attended by one of us ranged from
about 400 at Lancaster to 2200 at the most
recent congress in Tokyo. The previous JAHR
Congress held in Canada (Winnipeg, 1980)
had about 700 participants with about 650
papers being presented and 800 seemed a
reasonable guess for Toronto given the increase
in the expansion of religious studies on the
North American scene over the intervening
period. Given the 1000 or so participants at the
Mexico meeting (1995) we considered the
possibility of increased numbers given SMER’s
support for the Toronto congress. However,
there were several factors - ‘political;
registration costs, and economic climate — that
made it impossible for us to have any real
confidence in assessing the actual number of
scholars that would finally attend.

The first inkling that we might have a problem
in assessing participation came with the
declination of an invitation to participate as a
plenary speaker. The scholar concerned made
it quite clear that our web site statement that
the IAHR “is not a forum for apologetic,
confessional, or other similar issues and
concerns” was the reason for not accepting our
invitation. This suggested to us that this might
also be a reason for other scholars who may
have attended previous IAHR congresses to
refuse to attend the 2010 Congress or even,
quietly, boycott it.

There is clear indication that this limited
participation of University of Toronto scholars
in the field, but we do not know whether this
alone accounts for the severely curtailed
participation from our own university, and
other Canadian universities. Whereas 185
Canadian scholars attended the 1980 Congress,
only 93 attended the Toronto Congress.

Given the number of complaints we heard
about the registration costs for the Congress
we suspect that this may be another major
factor for the lower participation rate than had
been originally anticipated, and for the number
of registrations that came in very late. Add to
this the Canadian government’s decision to
require visas for Mexican citizens to enter
Canada and the near collapse of the world
economy in 2008, it is not surprising that by
mid-April 2010 we only had about 350 to 400
firm registrations. Registrations at the 2009
meeting of the American Academy of Religion
(AAR) were down by about 30% from previous
years. The Chronicle of Higher Education for
March 27, 2009 reported: “Attendance is down
at many academic and professional
conferences in higher education this year, and
next year’s numbers are expected to be far
worse, as campus budgets take further
beatings. With many colleges limiting travel to
professors or administrators who are speaking
at events they're attending, will anyone be left
in the audience?”

The “registration situation” created some
serious concerns for us. Although we knew the
reasons for low, or at least slow, registration, we
did want to see better representation at the
Congress from Canadians and Americans than
we had at that point. It was at this point that we
decided to extend the deadline for the
submission of proposals for papers to be read
at the Congress (from April 30 to June 15)
believing that with more time North American
scholars might well ultimately make the
decision to take advantage of the fact that this
Congress was being held, “in their own back
yard”
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Extending the deadline did, in fact, result in
increased registrations (around 700 although
ultimately there was a very large “no-show”
rate which created significant difficulties for
the organizers). The extension of the deadline
for paper proposals, however, created severe
difficulties for the organizers in getting sessions
organized and into the program book, and,
therefore, in getting this information to
participants in time to assist them with making
their travel arrangements and the like.

The high “no-show” rate can also be accounted
for by the hopes of scholars being able to raise
sufficient funds to attend the Congress. Many
seemed to hold on to this hope until the last
moment and then had to withdraw at a very
late stage in our preparations for the Congress.
Many, unfortunately, did not inform us of this
development which, of course, resulted in their
“contributions” being included in the program
book. This, we believe, could have been
avoided by keeping with the early deadline for
the submission of proposals.

6 CongressVenue

As noted earlier in this report, the Congress
Secretariat had contemplated making use of
hotel facilities. This would have made it easier
for us to handle registrations, the book
exhibits, and both the parallel academic
sessions and the plenary speaker program by
having them in close proximity to each other.
However taking this route to organizing the
XXth Congress had serious drawbacks, most of
them being of an economic nature. The most
important of the impediments was the
requirement to sign a binding agreement for
the residence rooms we would need with an
obligation that 85% of the rooms having to be
paid for even if they were not used by our
participants or in the event of a cancellation of
the Congress — a distinct possibility should
Toronto/Canada have experienced another
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
type event as it did in September of 2003.

We could not take a risk of that magnitude
even though there was no reason to suspect
that this would happen. Two developments
gave us serious concern for the Congress
actually taking place - the swine flu epidemic
in Mexico, and the eruption of the volcano in
Iceland. Each of those could have created total
havoc with the Congress and we were forced to
create a set of “Congress Contingency Plans” in
the event that, for example, the second Iceland
volcano should erupt and make travel from
Europe to Canada impossible at the time the
Congress was scheduled to take place.

A further economic problem concerned the
costs of hotel accommodation. At the time of
negotiation of conditions for the use of the
hotel we considered best for our use, the
cheapest room available was $175 (plus taxes)
per night, and unless we were able to guarantee
filling several hundred rooms we would have
to pay for the use of rooms for the plenary
sessions, books displays, and other meeting
rooms. (And even had we been able to afford
to pay for those meeting rooms, those who
could not afford to stay in the hotel would have
had a 10-15 subway commute back and forth
from on-campus housing which would have
created its own set of difficulties.) Given the
budget considerations most of our participants
had to keep in mind, we knew that we could
not possibly guarantee the number of rooms
the hotel management insisted on.
Furthermore, even had we been able to
guarantee the rooms, other costs for services

- coffee breaks, audio-visual services, and so
on - were ‘astronomical’

Given all of these economic, practical, and legal
concerns the Congress Secretariat decided to
hold the Congress on the University of Toronto’s
St. George campus. There were no “space costs”
for meeting rooms and auditoria, and very
reasonable (though not negligible) costs in
terms of security issues, custodial services, and
information technology support. However,
there were also some drawbacks in deciding to
hold the Congress on the UofT campus.
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Although buildings in which the plenary
sessions took place were within a two to three
minutes walk of each other, there was a little
more difficulty in moving from session to
session in the same time block than there might
have been if all the events had been held in one
of the large hotels. In order to ensure some sense
of community’ we scheduled the coffee breaks
to immediately precede the plenary lectures and
to have them in the same building (Medical
Science Building). Moreover, we provided 45
minutes for the breaks so that people would not
have to rush from their sessions to have the
break and still get to the plenary lecture if they
wished to attend it. The greatest difficulties with
which use of the UofT facilities presented us
were 1) the less than advantageous placement of
the book exhibit area (although it was on the
same street as all of the parallel session
buildings), and 2) not all of the rooms had
built-in “smart desks” which created some
difficulty in getting IT equipment to every room
on time.

On the whole, a review of the costs, risks, and
benefits of the two types of venue for the
Congress, we believe that our participants were
better served by holding the congress on the
UofT campus. And we are most grateful to the
University of Toronto for providing us with the
space we required, as well as a host of services
at reduced costs. We think it very important
that the organizers of the 2015 Congress
seriously consider using university facilities for
running the congress if they wish to avoid the
possibility of serious cost overruns and
winding up providing fewer services because
of the high costs of using hotel vendors.

7 Financial Support to Attend
the Congress

From the earliest stages of the organization of
the Congress the Congress Secretariat was
committed to helping scholars from
economically challenged institutions in distant
places to attend this event. It was our objective
to raise at least CND $100,000.00 for such
assistance. The fund raising for the Congress
was planned in two stages, the first was to raise
support to ensure the needed funds to get the
Congress web site up and running and to cover
other associated costs such as legal fees,
advertising costs, plenary session speaker costs,
and so on. That portion of the fund raising
plan went well. The second stage in this task
was to raise funds needed to provide support
for registration fees, accommodation, and
travel assistance to “needy” scholars, those on
fixed incomes, and students. (It should be
noted here that money needed to be raised not
just to assist with accommodation and travel
costs, but also the registrations costs. The
Congress fee is calculated to be able to cover
the costs of organization and cannot simply be
“waived” without putting the congress
organizers at risk. And as already noted above,
we reiterate here that fees were paid for all
participants even if not by all the participants;
i.e., those who did not pay their fees had them
paid by the funds raised for the purpose of
assisting scholars facing severe financial
difficulty because of the overall costs of
attending the congress.

It is a difficult business under any
circumstances to raise funds for people to
travel to academic congresses and conferences
- agencies and individuals do not see this as a
high priority. However, by the time we
undertook this second stage in our fund
raising efforts the bottom had fallen out of the
world economy and this task became next to
impossible. In the final analysis the Secretariat
raised only $53,500 for this purpose (with
$5,000 coming from CIPHS, $20,000 from the
IAHR, and $28,500 raised by the Secretariat)
but finally offered 100 persons with assistance
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to an overall costs of $67,000 (in amounts
ranging from about $200 to $400 (to cover the
costs of registration) to as much as $2,000 in
some cases). A total of 149 applications for
assistance (including 20 local graduate
students) had been received by the time the
Congress convened. The final tally was 74
scholars receiving a total of $54,508.00 in
support of their attendance (offers ranging
from payment of the registration fee, or
registration fee plus on-campus housing; or
registration fee, on-campus housing, and some
travel assistance). In no case did any individual
scholar who requested support receive funds to
cover all of their costs.

The Secretariat found allocating funds for
assistance to attend the Congress a very
difficult task. We had no basic fund of
information of persons who had received
assistance to attend previous congresses and
what their awards amounted to. It is not clear,
for example, that previous congresses provided
support beyond the amount contributed by
CIPHS (85,000 US) for this purpose, and the
“free rooms” offered by hotels (on a percentage
basis of rooms used by congress participants)
for holding the congress on their premises. We
therefore had to take considerable time and
effort to ensure that funds would go to bona
fide scholars who genuinely were in need of
assistance. To this day we are not entirely sure
that we always made the right decision in each
case. We will provide the next congress
organizers with an annotated list of all those
who requested assistance from us indicating
those who received funds.

The procedure we followed, as best we could, is
to provide assistance first to those who are
representatives of national associations or
societies to the International Committee of the
IAHR. We did not sort this question out soon
enough and this created some havoc.

We recommend that the next organizing
committee set about early to work with the
IAHR Executive Committee to obtain the names
of those who will function in this capacity and
will need some type of financial assistance if
they are to be enabled to attend. (These awards
were the highest offered in order to make sure
that people could actually attend the Congress
and fulfill their duties on the International
Committee on behalf of their national
organizations.) When making these awards we
awaited a reply regarding acceptance of the
award offered so that we could move on to a
second round of awards with clear knowledge of
how much money was still available. A notice
was also sent to those who did not receive an
award at this date in order to inform them that a
first round of decisions had been made and that
they were still on the list for consideration. We
also informed them that if their requests were
for more than $1500 that they might consider
revising their requests in light of our now
diminished resources and therefore the greater
likelihood of serious consideration of their
requests. On the second round offers were made
that included covering the costs of their
registration fees, the cost of their
accommodation, and very modest support
towards their travel costs. Those not receiving
an offer at this stage were informed that they
would remain on a reversion list and receive
consideration should further funds be raised by
the Secretariat.

The highest number of requests received, in
descending order, were from scholars in South
and Southeast Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, and
Cuba. Requests from Europe and North
America were generally from postgraduate
students and recent graduates who still had not
found employment.

It is rewarding to be able to assist colleagues in
attending these congresses. It is also valuable to
have as many representatives from our sister
organizations around the world as possible in
attendance at these events; this is one of the
major objectives of our quinquennial
congresses.
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It is also, however, disappointing at times in
dealing with some colleagues who seem to
think that funds available for this purpose are
endlessly available at Western colleges and
universities. Those in the Secretariat dealing
with requests for assistance were at times
overwhelmed with the persistence, and even
aggressiveness, in the requests being made. It
might be worth it for the next organizing
committee to draw up a set of rules or
protocols for making requests for assistance
and simply not dealing with those who fail to
follow common courtesies in this regard.

Advice? Very early on in the planning stages
for running the Congress, set up a committee
that includes people whose work includes
familiarity with scholars in the several regions
of the world of religious studies scholarship
from where the greatest number of applications
for assistance is likely to come - Africa, India,
Southeast Asia, for example; if that expertise is
not available in your university/circle of
scholars, request the IAHR President or
Secretary General to suggest persons who
know scholars from these areas who can
provide the information you will need in order
to make sound decisions for spending the
limited resources you will be able to raise for
this purpose. Further: although the chair of
this committee should be a member of the
Congress Secretariat, this committee should
work at arm’s length distance from the rest of
the organizing team. This work requires
patience, toughness in decision-making, and
will consume much of the congress director’s
time if it is not isolated from the other
everyday work of organizing the congress.

8 Philosophy of Fund Raising
for Academic Purposes

We think it might be useful to make a few
comments on what might be called the
“philosophical framework” within which we
carried on our fund raising work. Before
making those remarks, however, a word or two
is called for regarding the “role” of the
registration fee.

In the past organizing committees have relied
almost in whole upon registration fees to cover
the costs of running the congress. Some
congresses have not been able to cover all of
their costs and have, in the past, been able to
rely upon their university to cover the cost
overrun. Given that most universities now run
their affairs to ensure balanced budgets they
are unlikely to assist the organizers of
conferences to cover their costs. Indeed, in
using university buildings and facilities
conference organizers are now being charged,
sometimes on a “cost recovery basis,” and some
times on a “revenue resource” basis. In some
instances, organizers are charged for the use of
“special spaces” (large auditoria, etc.) which
can be very expensive even if they receive the
space on a “preferred (insider) rental rate”
Furthermore, reduced registration rates for
students, seniors, and those who are
“underemployed,” eats heavily into the
resources available to the organizers to cover
their costs. Keeping the registration fee as low
as scholars in the humanities think reasonable,
therefore, will only be possible if the organizers
raise funds in addition to the registration fee.
And this is where the difficulties arise, for there
are few uncontroversial sources of funding
available - institutional and/or individual - for
supporting “the academic (scientific) study of
religion” and particularly so to assist scholars
with their travel and accommodation costs.
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There are, however, many religious institutions
and foundations who are interested in religious
research, some of which have deep pockets, so
to speak, but all of whom are interested
essentially in furthering “religious studies
research” that will further religion - for
example, institutions like the Templeton
Foundation.

Our philosophy for raising funds for the 2010
Congress involved separating sources of
funding for different “operations” in organizing
the Congress. Because of our commitment to
uphold the scientific profile of the IAHR we
did not want to accept support from any
organization that might wish to influence the
program of the Congress or that might appear
to have “ideological strings” attached to their
support. We therefore sought support for any
and all aspects of the academic portion of the
congress only from universities, bona fide
academic association and societies committed
to scholarly/scientific research, government
agencies, and other foundations with similar
scholarly/scientific aims and objectives. This
was taken up in the first phase of our fund
raising activity, and we prepared for this task
very soon after hearing word that our bid had
been accepted. We made our earliest
approaches for support to universities in North
America and Europe through persons on one
or more of our committees who worked at
those institutions — getting a commitment
from some of these institutions required that
we “allow” them to spread the payment of their
contribution over several years. (We note here
that the committee should also be aware that
not all of the institutions actually made full
payment of the amount committed - this is a
contingency for which organizers must be
ready.) We found that a “general mailing” to
university religious studies departments was
virtually useless; with about 400 letters to
departments across North America we
garnered a mere $500 dollars in donations. A
more concerted, possibly “insider;” approach to
the larger and more visible departments may
have been more successful.

This kind of fund raising is also valuable in the
sense that the project of the quinquennial
congresses becomes a more broadly shared
academic event.

The second phase or stage of our fundraising
project involved raising funds to assist scholars
to participate in the congress who, without
such assistance would not have been able to
attend. This is extremely important for the
health of the JAHR which is the only truly
international association supporting the
scientific and scholarly study of religion in
colleges and universities around the world. We
sought support for this aspect of the congress
from a wide variety of sources. In addition to
seeking support from academic institutions
and scholarly/scientific societies, associations,
agencies, and foundations, we were willing to
approach foundations such as the Templeton
Foundation, and more clearly religiously
defined institutions, small private foundations,
and individuals. However, we made it clear

1) that any financial assistance from them
would be restricted to assisting scholars to
attend the congress and would not be used
in support of any aspect of the academic
program of the congress,

2) that a separate congress secretariat
committee would make all decisions as to
which scholars would receive support
funds, and

3) that their contribution would be listed in
our donor recognition program
specifically as support to ensure broad
international representation at the
congress.

We are most grateful to those institutions that
provided assistance to IAHR scholars under
those “conditions.”
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9 Related Academic Sessions

In consultation with the International
Association for the Cognitive Science of
Religion (IACSR), the Explaining Religion
Project (EXREL Project, Oxford), and the
MINDLab project of the Religion, Cognition
and Culture research unit in the Department
of the Study of Religion at Aarhus University
the Congress Secretariat and the IAHR agreed
to integrate their academic programs into the
Congress's academic program. This is only the
second time that the JAHR has cooperated in
this fashion at its quinquennial congresses with
other organizations, the first occurring in 1980
in cooperation with the Society for Buddhist
Studies. Given the recent developments in the
cognitive studies of religion, and especially the
culmination of several years of research in the
Oxford EXREL Project (funded by a multi-
million euro grant) the contribution made by
these groups complemented and enhanced the
overall academic program of the Congress.
This was a particularly helpful occasion in
which to “introduce” the relatively new
“research program” to those JAHR members
engaged in more traditional studies of religion,
and to “encourage” those engaged in these
significantly different empirical, experimental,
and theoretical studies of religion to engage
with scholars in more traditional humanities
types of study, and show what value these new
types of research may hold for the field of
religious studies and how they might be
integrated with more traditional
methodologies and approaches in the field.

10 Congress Survey

Shortly after the conclusion of the Congress
Professor Rosalind Hackett, President of the
IAHR, undertook the task of requesting
Congress participants to fill out a survey that
might provide the Executive Committee of the
IAHR with information that could be useful to
the group who will organize and run the 2015
Congress. The 2010 Congress Secretariat was
happy to support this project.

The survey asked for responses to 24 questions
ranging from the number of days congress
participants attended the congress to questions
about congress fees, the web site and other
information sources about the congress,
pre-registration and registration arrangements,
residential arrangements, academic program
structure and plenary speakers, quality of the
academic program, expectation of attendance
at the 2015 IAHR World Congress, and more.
Just under 250 colleagues (out of 596 who
participated in the academic program of the
Congress) answered the questionnaire.

Using the survey as a rough guide, it appears
that just under 40% of congress participants
were in professorial ranks in their own
institutions and another 15% were either
lecturers or instructors. The next largest group
of participants were students coming in at
about 20% of the total with another 10% of
participants were post-doctoral fellows. The
figures for the latter two groups is surprising,
but should also be gratifying to the IAHR in
terms of the ongoing renewal of the
membership in the IAHR. The remainder of
the participants (15%) at the Congress was
made up of research and independent scholars.
Surprising to us is that only 60% of the
respondents to the survey recognized
themselves as members of an JAHR-related
association or society. It is interesting to note
that 91% to 94% of participants in the survey
were actively engaged in congress activities for
the first three full days of the academic
program (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday). This
number declined to 88% on Friday, and 65%
on Saturday, the last day of the conference.

We are very pleased to see that slightly over
92% of participants rated a satisfied or very
satisfied overall satisfaction with the 2010
Congress venue, and just over 87% satisfaction
with the 2010 Congress as a whole. 92% of
those using on-campus housing were satisfied
or very satisfied with residential facilities
overall; about a third to a half of Congress
participants made use of on-campus facilities.
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This is not, of course, to say that every aspect
of the Congress operation was equally
successful. There were some difficulties for
some participants with meeting room
accessibility (only a 75% satisfied or very
satisfied rating) and efficiency regarding the
availability and use of audio-visual equipment
had a roughly 25% dissatisfied rating.
Although we regret the difficulties
encountered, these problems were the result,
for the most part, with delays in university
construction programs that forced some venue
changes upon the Congress organizers. With
contingency plans, some of these difficulties
may have been somewhat mitigated.

There were some other dissatisfactions that
should be noted. One that will not come as a
surprise to anyone, is the amount of the
registration fee. This is normal for most
conferences and congresses — none of us likes
to pay for these services at the best of times,
and these were not the best of economic times.
28% of survey respondents registered
dissatisfaction with the fee and another 5%
noted that they were very dissatisfied.
Although 90% of participants were very happy
with the Congress website and 88% with the
general program book, there was some
disappointment that the Congress organizers
decided not to have a print copy of the Book of
Abstracts. (The figures here are interesting in
that only 12% signalled serious dissatisfaction,
30% of respondents simply noted that they did
not use or, seemingly, miss having the print
copy of the book while nearly 60% indicated
that they were satisfied or very satisfied with
having merely an online version of the book.)

With respect to the academic program, 79%
recorded satisfaction with the quality of the
sessions held, while 90% indicated that they
found significant opportunity to network with
friends and colleagues. As note above, the
Congress Secretariat attempted to structure the
academic program, including the temporal
proximity of the coffee breaks to the plenary
lectures, in such a way as to make such
networking possible.

We are pleased to find that the survey indicates
success with those arrangements (and pleased
also that 90% of the respondents felt satisfied
or very satisfied with the coffee breaks. The
figures also indicated such satisfaction with the
gala opening reception and the closing BBQ).

77% of participants were satisfied or very
satisfied with the number of panel sessions
provided each day, and a number of comments
were made to the effect that some wished there
had been 3 sessions of panels instead. As noted
above, this would have increased the choice of
papers one might have heard from 8 to 12 but
would also have seriously curtailed time for
networking with colleagues at the Congress.
74% were satisfied or very satisfied with the
number of plenary sessions. We believe, again,
that having two plenary speakers a day
provided two focal points for congress
participants to meet each other and have
conversation over coffee before the plenary
addresses were given, and we think this a
tremendous benefit to Congress participants.
No organizing committee can satisfy all the
wishes of 600 people when constructing an
academic program, and we are pleased that just
under 80% were, in general, pleased with the
academic program. With the satisfaction rate
for “networking opportunities” resting at 90%,
we believe, when understood in light of
adjustments to the formal academic program
that made this possible, that the figures for
academic program satisfaction are reasonable
for a congress of this size. This is not to say that
the organizers of the 2015 Congress should not
review the diverse suggestions offered about
the number of panel sessions and plenary
speakers.

(It is interesting to note that most respondents
participated in each of the two daily panel
sessions, but only attended about 6 of the 10
plenary sessions, roughly one each day of the
Congress (Sunday through Saturday).
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The book exhibits at the Congress was very
important to 90% of the survey respondents
who indicated that they considered such
exhibits important to future congresses. About
76% of the participants were able to visit the
book displays in Toronto, 39% of whom made
purchases. 85% of respondents were satisfied
with the hours of operation of the book
exhibits. We have no figures with which to
compare visits and purchases at this congress.
Anecdotally, it appears that the exhibitors did
reasonably well on sales, although there was
some disappointment about the location of the
exhibit area. Had the Congress organizers been
able to house all the panel sessions in one
building, visits and sales may have been higher.

97% of respondents funded their participation
in the Congress either out of personal funds,
support from their home institutions, or a
combination of both. 8% of respondents to the
survey received assistance from the JAHR and
IAHR Congress Secretariat sources. 17% of
respondents also received some support from
“other” funding agencies. More data on IAHR
and JAHR Congress Secretariat support will be
found in the statistical reports below.

Finally, nearly 86% of respondents to the
survey indicate that they will attend the 2015
IAHR World Congress.

11 Publications

Publications by the Congress secretariat include
the official Congress Web Site (in English,
French, and Spanish versions), the Academic
Program Book (pp 112), and a limited number
of hard-copy Book of Abstracts (pp 207). Both
the Program Book and the Book of Abstracts
were also published on the Congress web site.
We hope to publish the proceedings volume for
the Congress sometime in 2011, as well as a
volume containing the plenary lectures
following. Luther Martin and Ingvild Gilhus will
be in touch with the Congress academic
program section chairs to see whether they will
be recommending publication of papers
delivered in their sections.

12 Acknowledgements (Again)

Although all sources of support for the Congress
have received mention on the Congress website
and in the General Program Book, we should
acknowledge those institutions without whose
early support this Congress could not have been
convened in Toronto, and those of our
colleagues who played a significant role in
getting those institutions engaged in this project.
We also wish to acknowledge several other
“players” in this project who gave a great deal of
themselves in ensuring that the Congress would
be a success, academically, socially, and
financially.

The most important contribution was the first
and it came from the Department of Religious
Studies of the University of Alabama. It was a
contribution of $20,000 US to help us cover
“start-up” costs in the process of organizing the
Congress. This was especially useful in getting
the congress website up and running and to help
defray costs in managing the site during the
early stages of its operation. A decision was also
made to use $5,000 of that money to cover the
costs of one plenary speaker; and with that
element in place, we found it much easier to
raise funds from other universities for the
support of other plenary speakers. The person
wholly responsible for making this possible was
Professor Russell McCutcheon and we are
grateful to him and his Department for this
generous (and given university funding these
days) courageous action.

With the $5,000 set aside for a plenary speaker
we made a pitch to the Arts and Science Faculty
at the University of Toronto for a similar
contribution. Given a cumulative deficit of the
Faculty in the tens of millions of dollars this
seemed almost impossible. However, with the
donation of $2,000 from an interested individual
in Toronto, and the contribution of $500 from
the Department for the Study of Religion,
Professor James DiCenso, then chair of the
Department, negotiated a “matching” grant from
the Faculty of Arts and Science for the purpose
of providing a subvention for one of our plenary
session speakers.
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With these two contributions, colleagues at
other universities made pitches on our behalf
to have their universities provide the same
amount in sponsorship of a plenary session
speaker. Professor Jack Lightstone, president of
Brock University in St. Catherines Ontario was
effective in getting his University to participate
in this project. Professor Luther H. Martin did
the same at the University of Vermont, as did
the late Professor Gary Lease at the University
of Santa Cruz. Professor Michel Desjardin
engineered such a plenary speaker subvention
shared by the University of Waterloo and
Wilfred Laurier University (which universities
have created a joint Ph.D. program in religious
studies). Professor Willi Braun was also
successful in getting the University of Alberta
in Edmonton to contribute a subvention to
cover the costs for one of our plenary speaker,
as was Professor Tim Jensen in getting the
University of Southern Denmark to do the
same. Finally, Professor Patrice Brodeur
worked hard at getting the support for a
plenary speaker subvention from the
University of Montreal and Professor Michel
Desjardin, as President of the Canadian
Society for the Study of Religion (CSSR), and
his Executive Committee also made the same
contribution on behalf of the CSSR.

We are extremely grateful to these colleagues
and the institutions in which they teach not only
for the financial support they secured for the
Congress organizers but especially for involving
their institutions in this project. This was not
simply the work of a few in Toronto, or only of
academic institutions in Toronto. It was
important to us to have the interest and
engagement of so many reputable academic
institutions behind this very important
international project. We would advise the
organizers of the 2015 congress to get to work
very early in the game to invite other institutions
to get involved in the project and to commit to
providing some financial assistance as well.

We are also greatly indebted to those individuals
and institutions who contributed to the fund to
support broad international academic

participation in the Congress. The IAHR made
a most generous contribution to the Congress
Secretariat in their effort to assist scholars from
distant parts of the world to attend the
Congress. The International Council for
Philosophy and the Humanistic Sciences
(UNESCO) also contributed such assistance as
it has done repeatedly in the past. We also
gratefully acknowledge the generous
contribution of the Infinity Foundation and the
personal interest in this project by its founder
and director, Dr. Rajiv Malhotra, and Professor
Darlene Juschka who persuaded the University
of Regina to become engaged in this enterprise.
We are also grateful for the significant
contributions of several individuals to this
project: Mr. Bill Graham, Dr. Jeft Rabin, and
several anonymous donors. Other contributors
include Dr. Suwanda Suganasiri, and Emmanuel
College of the University of Victoria College.

We also acknowledge here the work of several
colleagues in Toronto who were extremely
helpful, many of whom spent inordinate
amounts of their “spare” time in making this
Congress possible. Professor Abrahim (Ivan
Khan) worked tirelessly over the final year of
preparations, and especially so in the last six
months, and Ms. Sydney Yeung as Congress
Administrator, as every Congress participant is
aware, contributed immensely to the success of
the Congress and worked well “beyond the call
of duty” Mr. Andy Allen of the Office of Space
Management at the University of Toronto was
simply terrific in the assistance he provided the
Secretariat from the very beginning of our
planning and especially when last minute
building projects at the University required
changes of venue for panel sessions. We are
grateful to both Professor James DiCenso and
John Kloppenborg (chairpersons of the
Department and Centre for the Study of
Religion during the planning stages and
operation of the Congress) for agreeing to host
the Congress in the University of Toronto.
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“Last minute” assistance from Ms. Roshan
Khan, along with the “overtime” work of
Sydney Yeung, helped keep the Director from
“going off the rails,” and that was, and still is,
much appreciated. Mr. Brian Dench was
especially generous to the Congress organizers
both early in design of our advertising
materials, and late in the wonderful job he did
in laying out the design of the General
Program Book under very stringent time
constraints. Mention should also be made in
this regard to the Shy and Mo Virji of Image
X-Press printers for their excellent work on the
General Program Book and other print tasks
they carried out just before and during the
Congress — again, under serious time
constraints; they worked efficiently and
cheerfully under strenuous circumstances. We
are also grateful to the graduate students of the
Department and Centre for the Study of
Religion at the University of Toronto who
provided much-appreciated assistance to
Congress participants in getting around the
campus. Particular thanks are due to Rebekka
King and Nicholas Dion who assisted the
Congress Secretariat with advice at its weekly
meetings and with organizing the roster of
tasks for the other student assistants. Thanks
also are due to the Directors of the Institute for
the Advanced Study of Religion (IASR),
Professors Abrahim Khan, Marsha Hewitt, and
Donald Wiebe for agreeing to have the
Institute take on the responsibilities for
organizing and running the Congress. Given
the possibilities for disaster in taking on this
kind of project - and especially those we faced
with another possible SARS-type crisis, the
potential financial crisis with the downturn in
the economy, and the possibility of not getting
our participants to the Congress given the
volcanic eruptions in Iceland - they showed
some courage in taking on such a large
responsibility.

13 Media

It is important, we believe, to get media attention
for the field of Religious Studies and the
Congress Secretariat put forth a concerted effort
not only to alert the media to our work but also
to provide them information about the Congress
and its participants. Early notice was sent out
about six months prior to the Congress with a
detailed follow-up notices that included a review
of the IAHR’s work, information about recent
quinquennial congresses, a statement about the
naturalistic, social scientific, and humanistic
frameworks within which research and
scholarship in our field is carried out, and a
descriptive statement about the descriptive,
interpretive, explanatory, and reflective structure
of the program for the XXth Congress. In
addition, information was provided regarding
the schedule, the plenary speakers, and the
opening and closing ceremonies. We also
included a focus on some “congress highlights”
that we thought would peak their interest and
assist them in seeing what might be of interest to
a broad and general audience. A further note
was added about “media services” provided for
reporters. Although we approved the
“credentials” of three reporters before the
Congress opening, none actually picked up their
badges, or contacted us in order to set up
interviews and the like. Other than a few notices
in a couple of local papers, no articles about the
Congress appeared or interviews with any of our
scholars took place. (Our “News Release” may
be of interest in this regard and is attached as an
appendix to this report.)

Needless to say, we were disappointed about the
“lack of interest” by the media in this event. This
may to some extent be due to the heavy schedule
reporters had with the G8 and G20 conferences
that took place only weeks before the Congress,
and to the fact that August is generally a
down-time for the media while reporters are on
summer holiday.

Despite this “apparent lack of interest” in the
XXth Congress, we encourage the 2015 JAHR
Congress Committee to work hard to involve
the media in their event.
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14 Emergencies and Contingency Plans

Although we briefly referred to emergencies
that might arise in the discussion of the
“congress venue” above, we bring it forward for
special attention here.

Congress organizers must always bear in mind
that major events in the world can easily
radically disrupt all the best laid plans for the
congress. The Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) “event” that hit Toronto in
2004 was uppermost in our minds as we were
considering signing long-term contracts with
hotels and the like. Although we did not expect
another SARS event, we made all our plans
with such an eventuality in mind. The HIN1
(swine flu) epidemic in Mexico loomed for
some time as a ticking time-bomb that could
seriously disrupt the Congress. More
frightening was the volcanic eruption in
Iceland that disrupted air-travel for several
days only a few weeks before the beginning of
the Congress. Had further eruptions occurred,
we could have been put into the situation of
having to call off the Congress (see the
appendix on “Congress Contingency Plans”
attached to this report).

In light of these potential problems, we
recommend that all future congress organizers
consider a “limited liability” clause of some
sort in the registration form to indicate to all
those who register that should pandemics or
other extraordinary natural disasters force
postponement of the Congress that the
Congress will be delayed for one year and that
a slight surcharge may be necessary to help the
organizers cover their extra administrative
costs. (Perhaps a further clause might be
considered to indicate that should such a
natural disaster in some other part of the world
prevent participants from attending the
Congress a week or two before the event, that
only a portion of the registration fee can be
refunded in light of the expenses incurred in
planning for their participation.)

15 Statistical Data Report

Ms. Sydney Yeung, the Congress
Administrator, has prepared a report providing
statistical data on all aspects of the Congress
which is published in this volume.

16 Congress Website

The English edition of the Congress website
will be active for the next year or so. Various
bits of information such as the Congress
Survey, the Congress Director’s Report, and the
like will be posted as they become available.

17 Concluding Reflections

We are grateful to Professor Rosalind Hackett
for organizing the general survey form that was
sent out to all participants in the Congress and
to those who filled out the forms. We also
appreciate the many letters and comments that
were sent to us by e-mail regarding one or
other aspect of the program. Virtually all
communications were appreciative, and many
provided ideas and suggestions regarding
various arrangements made for participants,
and about the academic program of the
Congress. Most of the issues raised have been
taken into account in this report. Such issues as
the number of panels of papers to be scheduled
each day, the number of plenary session
speakers to be engaged, the registration fee to
be charged, brought critical comments and
suggestions from a few of our colleagues and
strong support from others, with most not
commenting on the issues. The language issue
was a significant problem for us and we were
not able to do justice to the other two official
languages of the Congress. All these matters
will be brought to the attention of the
organizers of the 2015 Congress and they will
have to come to their own minds as to how
best to proceed.
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One of the most difficult issues we faced was
that of involving a broad cross-section of IAHR
scholars from around the world while still
having close oversight of the work they
undertook for the Congress Secretariat. We
believe that a three-person academic program
committee can work well, with at least one of
these being a member of the Congress
Secretariat and located at the Congress site.
(Our document on instructions to program
chairs and sub-chairs, attached as an appendix
to this report and may be of some interest in
this regard.)

As we noted in section 5 above on congress
attendance and participation, it is especially
important for congress organizers to set a firm
deadline date for the submission of proposals
at least 8 to 10 weeks prior to the congress date.
This will allow the time needed for the
program committee members to get their work
in structuring their sessions done in time for
the Secretariat to do the layout of the program
and abstract books and get it to the printer
with a reasonable deadline. Furthermore, this
will, we think, alleviate some of the problems
connected with “no-shows” since people will
have sufficient time to deal with problems
associated with obtaining visas, travel support,
etc., and if these efforts fail, sufficient time to
withdraw their papers which will allow the
Secretariat to make the necessary changes to
the program and abstract books before they go
to print.

Another issue that we think should be given
consideration by the JAHR is the length of the
world congresses. If people come in a day early
(to unwind from long flights), and prefer to
take in the final day of the congress, they will
spend nine to ten days at the event. It might be
wise to drop the “free” day for sight-seeing, and
consider holding the meetings of the
International Committee and of the General
Assembly in evening sessions. It seems that
attendance would be higher at each of these
events if the International Committee were
held on the second evening of the congress,
and the General Assembly on the penultimate
evening. This might allow for the entire
congress, from opening to closing sessions, to
be accommodated in the period of five days
rather than seven.

Another bit of “advice” for the next IAHR
world congress organizing committee: we
suggest that they check out the literature on
running conferences. We found August Epple’s
Organizing Scientific Meetings (Cambridge
University Press, 1997) to be very helpful.
There are also a variety of other books of
advice available and revised editions or new
“treatises” with more up-to-date information
and advice will no doubt be available in the
next few years.

We wish here to express our thanks to the
Executive Committee of the IAHR for their
confidence in accepting our bid to hold the
twentieth JAHR World Congress in Toronto,
and for all the support given to us by the
IAHR, and in particular the detailed attention
given to our tasks by the Secretary General,
Professor Tim Jensen.

Donald Wiebe
Congress Director
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Appendix 1: NEWS RELEASE
RELIGION: AHUMAN PHENOMENON

The International Association for the History
of Religions (IAHR) will hold its twentieth
quinquennial congress in Toronto from 15 to
21 August, 2010.

More than five hundred scholars and scientists
from fifty-three countries will gather on the
University of Toronto campus to focus
attention on the origin and development of
religion and religions, and the role of religions
in the life of individuals and societies, in an
effort to understand this ubiquitous
phenomenon from a naturalistic perspective.

The IAHR is a century-old organization of
scholars and scientists engaged in the objective,
non-partisan study of religion and promotes
the same in colleges and universities around
the world. In addition to its objective of finding
an explanation for religious belief and
behaviour, its members believe that objective
knowledge about religion, and about particular
religious traditions, can be of immense
importance to public leaders, policy-makers,
and those intellectuals who shape public
opinion. And our quinquennial congresses
attempt to foster greater international
involvement and interaction in research on
religion and religions. This indirect but broad
social objective accounts for the change of
focus in the academic program described
below, and for including a special section in
the program for disciplinary self-reflection in
this field of study.

Recent quinquennial JAHR congresses have
been held in Tokyo (2005), Durban (2000),
Mexico City (1995), Rome (1990), and Sydney
(1985). Only two previous congresses have
taken place in North America, the eleventh in
Claremont California in 1965 and the
fourteenth in Winnipeg Manitoba in 1980.

A major change in focus characterizes the
XXth Congress. A deliberate effort has been
made to invite paper and panel proposals that
will attempt to understand and explain religion
and religions within a naturalistic framework
and so recapture the IAHR’ original scientific
focus. The first international congress held in
Paris in 1900 set out to distinguish its objective
from the religious objectives of the first World
Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in
1893 and a follow-up conference in Sweden in
1897. The operative assumption behind the
academic program, therefore, is that religion
and religions can be explained in terms of the
same principles and procedures by which we
account for any and all psychological and
social phenomena.

The academic program therefore is structured
in terms of the major types of objective
research that can provide new information and
insights about religions in their origins,
historical development and current impact in
society. The Program Committee has therefore
called for paper and panel proposals that

1) report on research that provides new data
descriptive of religious traditions in their
diversity,

2) present new interpretative frameworks
that may shed new light on previous
research data, and

3) provide explanatory accounts of religious
belief and behaviour in terms of data,
interpretative schemas, and theories that
fit into the broader naturalistic framework
of the natural and social sciences.

Special attention will be given to the most
recent scientific approaches to the study of
religion involving applications of evolutionary
psychology as well as the neuro- and cognitive
sciences to understanding religious
phenomena.
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THE CONGRESS SCHEDULE

The Congress academic schedule is
uncomplicated. Parallel sessions of panels and
individual papers take place from 9 am to 11
am, and from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. These sessions
will take place in the Bahen Building and
Sidney Smith Building. Each of these sessions
is followed by a plenary address in the J.J.R.
MacLeod Auditorium (connected to the
Medical Sciences Building). Wednesday is a
free day for Congress participants to do some
sightseeing.

The inaugural session of the program, as well
as the closing session, will feature a plenary
lecture. Both will be held in the J.J.R. MacLeod
Auditorium.

All of the academic events — plenary and
parallel sessions — are open to the media.

Media accreditation can be acquired by
registering with us in advance of the Congress.
Media credentials/badges (and program
books) may be picked up at the Media Desk
during the registration period in the Bahen
Building (Saturday 1 pm -5 pm; Sunday 10 am
-5 pm; and Monday 8 am -5 pm) or from the
Congress Desk in the East Student Lounge in
the Sidney Smith Building (which will be
staffed from 9 am -5 pm).

Plenary sessions may not be recorded.
Reporters may use cameras and other
recording devices in parallel sessions unless
instructions to the contrary are announced at
the beginning of each session.

Accredited reporters are also welcome to
attend the opening reception of the Congress
following the inaugural session of the
Congress. The inaugural session will take place
in the J.J.R. MacLeod Auditorium (next to the
Medical Sciences Building) on Sunday at 6:15
pm. The reception will be held in the Michael
Lee-Chin Crystal in the Royal Ontario
Museum (Bloor Street entrance) at 8 pm.

CONGRESS HIGHLIGHTS

This event is a scientific congress and the
presentation for the most part will either
provide new information and technical data
that contributes to a better understanding of a
particular religious tradition or aspect of
religious belief or behaviour, or attempt to
construct a new interpretive framework in
which a reconstruction of previous data can
shed new light on traditional understandings
of religions and their role/place in society.
Other papers and panel will, additionally,
concern themselves with explanatory and
theoretical projects that aim to integrate
knowledge of the natural and social worlds
with the “publicly available knowledge” (i.e.,
historical and empirical) we have of religious
belief and behaviour.

Seeking to understand religion wholly within a
scientific framework, however, is not an
uncontested undertaking. Nor is the suggestion
that scientific knowledge about religion in its
origins and historical development or about
particular religious traditions can be of value
to public leaders and policy makers likely to be
uncontroversial. Plenary sessions of interest in
these respects include:

David Sloan Wilson: “Religion as a
Product of Evolution”

R. Dale Guthrie: “Evolution of Art,
Intuitive Morality, and Romantic Love in
the Ice Age Human Band”

Meera Nanda: “How Not to Study Eastern
Religions”

Susan Haack: “Cracks in the Wall, A Bulge
Under the Carpet: Religion, Evolution,
and the U.S. Constitution”
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MEDIA SERVICES

For media accreditation in advance of
the Congress please write the director at
director.iahrcongress@utoronto.ca.

Information about the IAHR and the Congress
can be found at www.iahr.dk and www.
religion.utoronto.ca/resources/iahr
respectively. If further information is required
call the Director of the Congress at
416-978-2567 or the Congress Administrator
at 416-978-2164 or send a fax to 416-978-4949.

Appendix 2:
CONGRESS CONTINGENCY PLANS

Given heightened health concerns in the recent
past that have impacted international travel
(e.g., SARs, HIN1) and, especially, current
volcanic conditions that are severely curtailing
international air travel between Europe and
North America, it is important that we
consider contingency plans for postponing the
XXth IAHR Congress.

1. BASIS FOR THE DECISION

Decisions by the airline industry (for whatever
reason) to discontinue service and a reliable
prognosis that there will be serious problems
with travel arrangements as we approach the
date of the Congress;

Decisions by the airlines to discontinue flights
that affect more than 30% of registrants;

If more than 30% of registrants announce that
they are withdrawing from participation in the
Congress because of changes in conditions
affecting the Congress or travel to the
Congress.

THE DECISION TO BE MADE BY THE
CONGRESS SECRETARIAT IN
CONSULTATION WITH THE SECRETARY
GENERAL AND PRESIDENT OF THE
IAHR.

2. TIMING THE DECISION

First Consultation: 1 June, 2010;

Second Consultation: 15 June, 2010; if problems
persist, a preliminary notification about the
possibility of a rescheduling of the Congress
will be sent out;

Third Consultation: 1 July, 2010;
Fourth Consultation: 15 July, 2010;

Final Decision: two weeks prior to the
Congress.* +

* The Decision to reschedule: the postponement
of the Congress would have to be for a full
year in order for the Secretariat to be able to
obtain the same conditions for the use of
University buildings and facilities.

+ (Regarding tours: the theatre tours would
have to be cancelled by 15 June; after that
date the Secretariat could incur significant
unrecoverable costs.)

3. COMMUNICATION OF THE DECISION

(Many of the groups mentioned below should be
consulted before a decision is finally made to
postpone the Congress)

First; the Department and Centre for the Study of
Religion and other University of Toronto officials
associated with Congress arrangements

Second: all institutions with whom services have
been arranged and/or contracted

Third: special “partners” in the Congress:
Sponsoring societies and associations, (SQER,
SMER, NAASR, CSSR), Institutions that have
sponsored plenary lectures, EXREL, IACSR,
MINDLab

Fourth: congress registrants

Fifth: an JAHR announcement to all officers of
the IAHR and member societies and associations;
to the appointed delegates to the IAHR
international Committee and general
announcements on the web sites of the Congress
and the IAHR explaining the decision and
reasons for it with a notice of the alternate date
for the Congress
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4. MAJOR COMMITMENTS NEEDING
CANCELLATION/RENEGOTIATION

Hotels: Park Hyatt; Holiday Inn (Bloor Street)

On-Campus Housing: Woodsworth Residence
(Bloor and St. George); New College (Spadina
and Wilcox)

Academic Program Facilities: MacMillan
Theatre; GIT/Trinity; Bahen Building

Social Program Facilities and Contracts: the
Royal Ontario Museum (ROM); University of
Trinity College/Sodexo Food Services; New
College Food Services

Book Exhibitors:
Tours:
5. HANDLING OF REGISTRATION FEES

Return, and subsequent payment, of
registration and associated fees will incur
expensive banking fees. Therefore, on the
assumption that current registrants will wish to
attend the XXth Congress in 2011, we will ask
our colleagues to wait until 30 April, 2011
before making a final decision. For those
unable to attend the Congress if it is
postponed, fees will be returned after 30 April,
2011.

6. FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS OF
REGISTRANTS

Should the Congress need to be postponed for
extraordinary reasons, we believe that the
airlines will accommodate rescheduling the
flights already purchased. Tickets usually
expire after a period of twelve months and we
will reschedule the conference for the same
time next year. (If difficulties arise,the
Congress Secretariat will do what it can to
assist registrants with rebooking flights.)

Appendix 3: INSTRUCTIONS TO
PROGRAM CHAIRS AND SUB-CHAIRS

1. Abstracts of paper proposals will be sent
electronically to the appropriate Congress
Sub-section Chair as indicated by the
“proposer.” If you are unsure whether a
submission fits into your sub-section,
please forward the paper to the Section
chairs for a decision as to where they
might best be placed.

2. Read abstracts and return a decision to the
scholar concerned as quickly as possible
and in no case should it be longer than 10
working days. A timely response to
submission will i) indicate that the
Congress organization is working
efficiently and professionally, ii) will
encourage early registration; iii) and most
importantly, will provide scholars the time
they need to secure funding to attend the
congress, and in some cases, the time
needed to secure visas to enter Canada.

3. Please inform the Congress Secretariat
(sydney.yeung@trinity.utoronto.ca) of the
paper/panel proposals you have accepted.

4. Although you will be sending notices of
acceptance of proposals, some scholars
may need a formal/official notice of the
acceptance on Congress letterhead in
order to make application for funding or
for a visa to enter the country. Please
inform your successful “proposers” that if
they need such a letter they should
provide you an address to which such a
letter should be sent and that you will
forward their request to the Secretariat on
their behalf.

5. For projects judged to be inadequate, or
for those that range into religio-
theological territory, make suggestions for
restructuring their paper/panel proposals
to fit the JAHR parameters (example
attached).
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6. Please edit abstracts that need “assistance”;

keep them to 250 words. If you have
revised an abstract please send the new
version to the Congress Secretariat at
reg2010@trinity.utoronto.ca

7. Keep track of the character of the
submissions and be ready to group them
into coherent sections (4 papers per
timetable slot) or even to propose special
panel sessions in your section. (Do let
scholars who submit individual papers,
and express concern about this, know that
you will be matching them up with others
in the same area so as to form a kind of
panel that will exhibit a coherent, focused
session.)

8. Asyou organize the sessions in your
sub-section of the program, think of
people to chair individual sessions and
line them up as early as possible.

9. Do not hesitate to consider inviting
scholars you know to participate in your
section/sub-section of the Congress. (Do
NOT offer them a waiver of registration
fees or financial assistance of any sort.)

10. IT/AV REQUIREMENTS: Given the
complexity of programming with large
congresses, the use of PowerPoint and AV
materials is discouraged unless they are
essential to the presentation. If essential,
inform your presenters that they must
send their Microsoft PowerPoint
presentation to the Congress Secretariat
Office no later than August 1, 2010. (You
might suggest to them that if they don't do
this, the time used to set up their
machines for their presentation will be
deducted from the 20 minutes they have
for presentation.)

11.

12.

PLEASE PROVIDE THE CONGRESS
SECRETARIAT WITH A MONTHLY
UPDATE OF THE SCHOLARS
WHOSE PAPERS/PANELS HAVE
BEEN APPROVED TOGETHER
WITH THE TITLES OF THE
APPROVED PROPOSALS. (This will
help us to keep people from falling oft
our radar screen.)

Re: PUBLICATION: Keep in mind the
possibility of a collection of papers
from your sub-section that might
make a volume worth publication.
(Ask authors for the permission to
consider their papers for publication
and pass this information on to your
section chairperson.) We are
tentatively planning a volume of
selected proceedings for each of the
main sections of the program and we
suggest that you look for two or three
suitable papers from your sub-section.
This, of course, does not preclude the
possibility of other modes of
publication: i.e., other volumes with
narrower scope; thematic selections of
essays in a relevant journal, etc. More
discussion of this will take place as
more proposals have been received
and approved.
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STATISTICAL REPORT

When reading this report, please note that more persons registered to attend the Congress than were
ultimately able to attend and participate in this event. There were also some media people and other
“guests” of the IASR who were in attendance at various events during the week of the Congress.

Attendees:

Females: 227 (37.8%)
Males: 375 (62.2%)

At the Congresss close, there was a total of 695
persons who had registered for the event,
representing a total of 58 countries (the UK
includes participants from England and
Scotland). The total number of persons who
had checked in at registration (either in person
or via email) was 602 (86.6%), from 49
countries. 33 (or 4.8%) of the attendees
completed their registration on-site.

Breakdown of types of registration:

Regular: 434 (72.0%)
Retiree: 26 (4.2%)
Student: 136 (22.5%)
_ Single day: 8 (1.3%)
Total number of registrants: 695

Total number of countries represented: 58

(UK includes England and Scotland)

6 Australia 14 Finland 2 Latvia 7 Russia
3 Austria 2 France 1 Malaysia 1 Slovak Republic
1 Bangladesh 53 Germany 11 Mexico 4 South Africa
6 Belgium 1 Ghana 1 Mongolia 7 Spain
3 Brazil 2 Greece 1 Morocco 1 Sri Lanka
1 Bulgaria 1 Guinea 1 Myanmar 30 Sweden
102 Canada 2 Hungary 22 New Zealand 14 Switzerland
7 China 39 India 20 Nigeria 2 Taiwan
4 Cuba 1 Indonesia 6 Norway 1 Thailand
8 Czech 3 Iran 4 Pakistan 2 Turkey
11 Denmark 5 Italy 2 Philippines 2 Uganda
1 Egypt 94 Japan 3 Poland 42 UK
2 Estonia 4 Kenya 2 Portugal 6 Ukraine
1 Korea 9 Republic of 110 USA
1 Kosovo Ireland 1 Vietnam
1 Romania
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Total number of registrants who attended: 602

Total number of countries represented: 49

(UK includes England and Scotland)

5 Australia 13 Finland
2 Austria 2 France

1 Bangladesh 52 Germany
4 Belgium 1 Ghana

3 Brazil 2 Greece

1 Bulgaria 2 Hungary
98 Canada 24 India

7 China 2 Tran

4 Cuba 3 Italy

8 Czech 90 Japan

11 Denmark 1 Korea

1 Estonia 1 Kosova

There were a total of
551 papers
» read by 488 participants (81.1%),
» in 191 sessions over four days.
« 55 participants read more than one paper.

Number of rooms used for sessions: 24

Normal cost of using those rooms (provided
free by U of T): $15,705

This does not include 14 hours in Larkin 200,
and 7 hours in Sidney Smith 2098 - was not
able to obtain costs for these two rooms

Stone Lobby and East Lounge at Sidney Smith
also not included

2 Latvia 1 Slovak Republic
10 Mexico 3 South Africa
13 Netherlands 6 Spain

7 New Zealand 1 Sri Lanka

4 Nigeria 29 Sweden

6 Norway 14 Switzerland

1 Pakistan 2 Taiwan

2 Philippines 1 Thailand

2 Poland 1 Turkey

2 Portugal 38 UK

9 Republic of Ireland 4 Ukraine

1 Romania 102 USA

2 Russia

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Number of financial assistance

requests Made: ......ooeveeeveeeereceereceereenereceerenens 147
Number of awards made: .........occcvvevrerneces 100

Total monetary award promised: ........ $26,500
Total monetary award distributed: ......$21,500
Dollar amount of

registrations covered: ...........ocomeeerrneens $17,950
St. Mike’s - all housing free: ........... $13,268.62
New College (approx.) .......coveeeeeemeceeeenecees $2,100
Woodsworth (approx.)........ceceeeseceeennee $500
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PAPERS/PRESENTATIONS
The material below provides information about the substance of the academic program. The academic
program was divided into three sections: pre-organized panels, individual papers that were grouped
into thematically titled panels by Program Committee section and sub-section chairs, and
presentations (including poster sessions) in Special Academic sessions by the International Association
for the Cognitive Science of Religion (IACSR), the Explaining Religion Project (EXREL), and the
Religion, Cognition, and Culture Research Unit (RCC). Abstracts of the presentations made by the
scholars listed below are provided beginning on page 159.

Pre-organized Panels

« Anthropology of Society and Religion Among the Tribals of Indian Sub-Continent
Organizer: Karma Orao
Other participants: Hari Oraon

« Religion and Media in Translation
Organizers: Erica Baffelli and Eric Repphun
Other participants: Stefania Travagnin

+ Goddesses and Women: The Interchange of Divine and Human Aspects of Women in South
Asian Religious Traditions (2 panels)
Organizers: Mikael Aktor and Knut A. Jacobsen
Other participants: Saumitra Chakravarty; Rachelle Scott; Eva Hellman;
Marianne Qvortrup Fibiger

« Body, Mind and Religion (2 panels)
Organizer: Bettina Schmidt
Other participants: Sebastian Schiiler; Mira Karjalainen; David Gordon Wilson;
Marja Tiilikainen; Rebecca Sachs Norris; Steven Engler

o From Human Sacrifice, to Virgin of Guadalupe, to Laicism (2 panels)
Organizer: Yolotl Gonzdlez Torres
Other participants: Josefina Mansilla; Carmen Pijoan; Dora Sierra;
Maria de Lourdes Sudrez; Isabel Lagarriga; Gilda Cubillo

« Religion, Development and Faith Based Organizations
Organizer: Emma Tomalin
Other participants: Nida Kirmani; Tamsin Bradley; Zara Ramsay

« Possible Futures for the Philosophy of Religion
Organizer: Bryan Rennie
Other participants: Marsha Hewitt; Gregory Alles; Ivan Strenski

« Sound In/As Religion (3 panels)
Organizer: Rosalind I. ]. Hackett
Other participants: Isaac Weiner; Guy L. Beck; Isabel Laack; Ulrich Berner; Bolaji Bateye;
Asonzeh Ukah; Andrew J. Eisenberg; Magnus Echtler; Katherine Hagedorn;
Mark Hulsether; Jason C. Bivins; Raphaél Imbert

« Radical Religion in 1930s Japan (3 panels)
Organizer: James Mark Shields
Other participants: Christopher Kai-Jones; Trent Maxey; Kiyoshi Ueda; Sybil Thornton;
Yuki Miyamoto
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« New Age Phenomena and General Theories of Religion (2 panels)
Organizers: Steven Sutcliffe and Ingvild Seelid Gilhus
Other participants: Norichika Horie; Nadja Miczek; Tehri Utriainen; Lisbeth Mikaelsson;
Liselotte Frisk; Christiane Konigstedt

« Bourdieu in Africa: Exploring the Dynamics of the Religious Field (2 panels)
Organizer: Magnus Echtler
Other participants: Asonzeh Ukah; Halkano Wario; Ramzi Ben Amara; Chikas Danfulani;
Gabriele Cappai; Franz Kogelman

« Dynamics of Transcultural Buddhism in Modern and Postmodern Societies
Organizer: Inken Prohl
Other participants: Tim Graf; Levi McLaughlin; Joshua A. Irizarry; Katja Rakow

« Indigenous Religions: Critical Appraisals from Theoretical and Historical Perspectives
Organizer: James L. Cox
Other participants: Ulrich Berner; Jace Weaver; Suzanne Owens; Emily Lyle

o The (De)Construction of Figures of Religious Authority on the Internet
Organizers: Kerstin Radde-Antweiler and Xenia Zeiler
Other participants: Almut-Barbara Renger; Nadja Miczek

« Sovereignty and the Sacred: Contemporary Interrogations of the Secular State
Organizer: Robert Yelle; Winnifred Sullivan
Other participants: Gustavo Benavides

o Religion and Spirituality on the Boundaries of Contemporary Culture:
The Fantastic, the Fictional, and the Fabricated
Organizer: Carole M. Cusack
Other participants: Danielle Kirby; Markus Davidsen

o Divine Feminine and Women’s Spirituality: Asian Paradigms and Hermeneutics
Organizer: Madhu Khanna
Other participants: Durre Ahmad; Neela Bhattacharya Saxena

o+ Comparing Studies on Contemporary Religions in Asia and Europe
Organizers: Edith Franke and Monika Schrimpf
Other participants: Christian Meyer; Tomoko Ishikawa

 Metaphor of Suffering
Organizer: Hitoshi Ochiai
Other participants: Tetsuo Hashimoto; Masahide Tsujimura; Ayako Okano; Michael Seigel

« Visual Media and Religion (2 panels)
Organizer: Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati
Other participants: Philippe Bornet; Monika Glavac; Marie-Therese Mdder;
Fabian Perlini-Pfister; Anna-Katharina Hopflinger; Maya Burger

o Islam in Ireland: Issues and Challenges in Researching on a Muslim Community in Europe
(2 panels)
Organizers: Tuula Sakaranaho and Oliver Scharbrodt
Other participants: Kathleen Cavanaugh; Edana Richardson; Claire Hogan;
Wian Ibrahim; Adil Hussain Khan; Yafa Shanneik
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« Crisis and Creativity: The Changing Faces of Religious Studies Programs (2 panels)
Organizer: Steven Engler
Other participants: Ulrich Berner; Willi Braun/Francis Landy; Michel Desjardins;
Silas Guerriero; Susumu Shimazono; Michael Stausberg; Ivan Strenski; Steven Sutcliffe;
David Thurfjell

« Semiotics of Religion: Problems and Prospects in the Formation of a New Field of Research
Organizer: Jens Kreinath
Other participants: Robert Yelle; Paul Bouissac

+ The Academic Study of Religions and Religion Education (3 panels)
Organizer: Tim Jensen
Other participants: Christoph Bochinger; Patrice Brodeur; Satoko Fujiwara;
Matti Kamppinen; Jenny Berglund; Bodil Liljefors-Persson; Suzanne Owen;
Heike Peter; Boniface Omatta

+ Workshop on Rethinking the Religious-Secular Distinction: Binary or Triad?
Organizer: Sarah Claerhout
Other participants: S. N. Balagangadhara; Jakob De Roover

« Prospects and Issues for Religious Studies in South Asian Universities (2 panels)
Organizer: Joseph T. O’Connell
Other participants: Madhu Khanna; Asha Mukherjee; Ake Sander; Gregory Alles;
Ferdinando Sardella; Vellakuddy Alagaratnam; Masahiko Togawa

« Seduced by Science: the Culture of Religion and Science in the early 20th Century (2 panels)
Organizers: Egil Asprem and Tessel M. Bauduin
Other participants: Cecile Wilson; William Ramp; Gemma Kwantes; Orlando Fernandez;
Francisco Santos Silva

« Americanization and Post-Americanization of a Japanese New Religion:
The Case of SGI-USA
Organizer: Keishin Inaba
Other participants: Akira Kawabata; Yutaka Akiba; Gordon Melton

o The Development of Modern Religious Concepts and the Discipline of Religious Studies in China
Organizers: Joachim Gentz and Christian Meyer
Other participants: Ulrich Berner

« Religion and the Body: Gender Issues and Comparative Perspectives
Organizer: Florence Pasche Guignard
Other participants: Oliver Freiberger; Dirk Johannsen; Timon Reichl

« Women, Religion and Human Rights
Organizer: Morny Joy
Other participants: Chikas Danfulani; Midori Horiuchi; Leikuan Rongdao Lai

o Tribal Religion of India: A Mirror of Indian Civilization (2 panels)
Organizer: Kameshwar Prasad Singh
Other participants: Asha Singh; Ashok Oraon; Ehtesham Khan

+ Reconsidering the Norm-Deviation Model
Organizer: David Zbiral
Other participants: Ales Chalupa; Dalibor Papousek; Pekka Tolonen
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« Religion as a Social, Economic and Political Mechanism for Humanism
Organizer: P. Krishna Prasad

« Student perspectives on the study of religion
Organizer: Katerina Stastna
Other participants: Francesco Martinis; Justin Lane; Eva Klocovd

« Gendering Religious Studies in Japan
Organizer: Noriko Kawahashi
Other participants: Kayoko Komatsu; Naoko Kobayashi; Masako Kuroki; Yuri Horie;
Morny Joy

o Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea:
An Evaluation of the Study and Practice of Religions in Nigeria
Organizer: Danoye Oguntola-Laguda
Other participants: Oyeronke Olademo; Lateef Mobolaji Adetona; Afe Adogame

« Cosmology, Community and the Idea of Humanity in Asian Religions
Organizer: Pochi Huang; Shih-wei Hsieh; Chia-Lin Chang

o Western Esotericism (3 panels)
Organizers: Marco Pasi, Cathy Gutierrez and Allison Coudert
Other participants: Steven Wasserstrom; Wouter Hanegraaff; Gordan Djurdjevic;
Anita Stasulane; Henrik Bogdan; John L. Crow; Kennet Granholm; Seren Feldtfos
Thomsen; Egil Asprem; Per Faxneld

o The Psychology of Religion
Organizer: Marsha Hewitt
Lecture: Lee Kirkpatrick
Other participants: David Sloan Wilson

o Aesthetics of Religion:
Perspectives on Concepts and Cases of an Emerging Field of Research (2 panels)
Organizers: Jens Kreinath and Alexandra Grieser
Other participants: Laura Feldt; Eva Glasbrenner; Steven Hrotic; Sebastian Schiiler;
Isabel Laack

o+ New Imaginaries and Religious Actors in Contemporary Cuba
Organizer: Sonia Jimenez; Ofelia Perez
Other participants: Ana Celia Perara; Anibal Arguelles

« Comparative Perspectives on the Development of ‘Religious Studies’
Organizer: Makoto Hayashi
Other participants: Ali Rafet Ozkan; Tomds Bubik/ Henryk Hoffman/Jurij Babinov;
William Paden

o The Religion Scholar in the Courtroom: Intellectual and Legal Issues (2 panels)
Organizers: Jorunn Buckley and Robert M. Baum
Other participants: Abrahim Khan; Winnifred Sullivan; Katherine Young

o Interpretations of Religious Thought as a Discourse of Religious Experience
Organizer: Yoshitsugu Sawai
Other participants: Yoshio Tsuruoka; Shigeru Kamada; Victor Horie; Michael Pye
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o Animals, Memes and Imaginary Friends: What Have They to Tell Us About Religion?
Organizer: Darlene Juschka
Other participants: Kenneth MacKendrick

» Comparative perspectives on medical and ritual practices in Asia
Organizer: Katja Triplett
Other participants: Aditya Malik; Johannes Quack; Christoph Kleine

o Rewriting the History of early Western Buddhist Monastics
Organizer: Alicia Turner
Other participants: Brian Bocking; Thomas Tweed, Laurence Cox

o Religious Aspects of the Material Culture in Ancient Galilee
Organizer: Akio Tsukimoto
Other participants: Shuichi Hasegawa; Takuzo Onozuka; Tomohisa Yamayoshi;
Kumi Makino

o Religion Education in Canada
Organizer: Tim Jensen
Other participants: Kiyonobu Date; Satoko Fujiwara;
Sharon Gubbay Helfer/Nahidi Shahram; Anthony Palma

o The Deep Rationality of Religions
Organizer: Pablo Lopez Lipez
Other participants: Kiyokazu Nakatomi; Makoto Ozaki

o Is there a Global Culture of Contemporary Religious Movements?
Organizers: Levi McLaughlin and Monika Schrimpf
Other participants: Christoph Bochinger; Afe Adogame

o Some Southeast Asian Ethnic groups’ beliefs for well-beingness of life
Organizer: Sophana Srichampa

« Philosophy of Language and Theories of Religion
Organizer: Steven Engler
Other participants: G. Scott Davis; Mark Q. Gardiner; Terry Godlove

¢ Rethinking Japanese Buddhism: Kawaguchi Ekai and Murakami Sensho
Organizer: Orion Klautau
Other participants: Kenshin Kirihara; Hidetsugu Takayama

+ The cultural contact zones of modern Buddhism
Organizer: Makoto Hayashi
Other participants: Galen Amstutz; Jason Neelis

o Religion and Space
Organizer: Nicholas Dion
Other participants: T. Nicholas Schonhoffer; Aldea Mulhern

o Alternative Islamic Discourses and Religious Authority (2 panels)
Organizers: Carool Kersten and Susanne Olsson
Other participants: Seema Golestaneh; Nida Kirmani; Ann Kull; Anne Ross Solberg;
Zeki Saritoprak
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o Praying Priest: the Saga of the Brahmanas in Southeast Asia
Organizer: Amarijiva Lochan
Other participants: Ana Maria Theresa Labrador

o Issues in the Appropriation of the Western Concept of “Religion” in Asian Cultural
Traditions (2 panels)
Organizers: Masaru Ikezawa and Yoshio Tsuruoka
Other participants: Hidetake Yano; Kana Tomizawa; Madoka Inoue; Masayoshi Sumika;
Kiyonobu Date; Seiji Hoshino; Michael Pye

« Production of ‘Religiosity’ in contemporary narratives
Organizer: Kazuo Matsumura
Other participants: Chieko Osawa; Hiroto Doi; Takehiro Sato

« Mythology and Japan
Organizer: Kikuko Hirafuji
Other participants: Kazuo Matsumura; Hitoshi Yamada; Hara Takahashi; Nobutaka Inoue

o The Science of the Supernormal:
Debates About Shentong and Teyi Gongneng in Modern Chinese Buddhism
Organizer: Benjamin Penny
Other participants: Stefania Travagnin; Scott Pacey

« Seminary Temples in Medieval Japan:
The Forefront of the Research on “Dangisho” Temples
Organizer: Satoshi Sonehara
Other participants: Koichi Matsumoto; Kaoru Oshima; Kazuo Makino

o Apocalypse Now: Time and Transformation in the Christian Eschatological Imagination
Organizer: Emma Wasserman
Other participants: David Kaden; Emma Wasserman; Paul Dilley; Jon Bialecki;
Eric Hoenes del Pinal

« Pilgrimages Beyond Equilibrium
Organizer: Jens Kreinath
Other participants: Curtis Hutt

« Data from Dead Minds? Challenges on the Interface of History of Religions
(in Greco-Roman Antiquity) and the Cognitive Science of Religion
Organizer: Roger Beck
Other participants: Alison Griffith; Panayotis Pachis; Colleen Shantz; Edward Slingerland

+ Religious Communities in the Public Square
Organizer: Hans G. Kippenberg
Other participants: Kerstin Radde-Antweiler; Karsten Lehmann; Alexander Nagel

+ ‘Wandering Religiosity’ in Modern Germany
Organizer: Hiroshi Kubota
Other participants: Jeong Hwa Choi; Hidetaka Fukasawa; Ryozo Maeda

o Esoteric Interpretations of Yoga: Anquetil-Duperron, Theosophy and Aleister Crowley
Organizers: Karl Baier and Franz Winter
Other participants: Marco Pasi; Peter Schreiner
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Individual Papers Thematically Organized

« Discourse Analysis in the Study of Religion (2 panels)
Panel I
Participants: Frans Wijsen; Kocku von Stuckrad; Rebekka King

Panel IT
Participants: Kennet Granholm; Kim Knott; Teemu Taira; Staffan Nilsson

+ Durkheim and Weber: Applying Classical Social Theory
Participants: Matthew Francis; Yuko Takahashi
« Interpreting Globalization (2 panels)

Panel I: Islam in the Contemporary World
Participants: Patrice Brodeur; Mohammad Reza Aram; Noomane Raboudi;
Carmen Chouinard

Panel II: Issues of Identity
Participants: Daniel Proulx; Monique Ingalls

+ Globalization the State and New Technologies )

Participants: Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya; Jenny Berglund; Asa Brattlund; Deirdre Meintel
« Explaining Religion (2 panels)

Panel I: Culture

Participants: Silke Bechler; Takashi Irimoto; Takako Yamada; Kumiko Tanaka

Panel II: Embodied Experiences
Participants: Anjali Chauhan; Gemechu Jemal Geda

o Problems of Categorization and Conceptualization in the Study of
Pre-modern European Religion (2 panels)
Panel I: C. Auffarth; Ilinca Tanaseanu-Dobler
Panel II: Silviu Anghel; J. Torres; M. Marcos; R. Teja

« Explanation and Economics
Participants: Dauda Abubakar

« Alternative Approaches to Understanding Religion
Participants: Gustav Adolf Schoener; Erica Andrus; Jonathan Duquette;
Ken Derry/Tony Michael

« Texts and Contexts (Judaism)
Participants: Richard Last; Jacoba H. Kuikman; Shinichi Yamamoto

« Religion and Societal Change: China
Participants: Zhuo Xinping; Xiaoyun Zheng; Hongmei Wang

 New approaches in thinking about Secularism and Religion
Participants: Elisa Heindmdki; Steven Tomlins

« Emerging Religious Trends and Their Interactions With Society
Participants: Thomas Zenk; Peter Baltutis; Monika Gaenssbauer
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« Explanation and Political Economy
Participants: Kameshwar Prasad Singh; Anil Kumar

« Reflections and Theories about Symbols, Rites and Religion
Participants: Johannes Bronkhorst; Alexandre Brasil Carvalho da Fonseca/
Marcus Vinicius Araujo Batista de Matos/Priscila Vieira e Souza de Matos; Asa Brattlund

« Religion in Media
Participants: Richard Last; Masahiro Shimoda

« Situated Cognition and Religious Action
Participants: Joseph Bulbulia/Marcus Frean; Gabriel Levy; Jeppe Sinding Jensen

« Law and Religion in Pre-modern Society
Participants: Kazuko Watanabe; Francesca Yardenit Albertini

o Post-Soviet Pluralization (2 panels)
Panel I: Poland and Russia
Participants: Maria Marczewska-Rytko; Kaarina Aitamurto

Panel II: Ukraine
Participants: Liudmyla Flypovych; Oksana Vinnichenko; Anatoliy Kolodnyy

o Theorizing in Comparative Studies
Participants: Anne-Christine Hornborg; Edward Chung; Richard A. Berg

« Construction of Historical Narratives: India
Participants: Masahiko Togawa; Vellakuddy Alagaratnam; Kameshwar Prasad Singh;
Ferdinando Sardella; Balambal V. Ramaswamy

o Texts and their Origins
Participants: Ian Brown; Nobuko Morishita

+ Gender and Indigenous Religions in the Contemporary World
Participants: Ali Rafet Ozkan; James A. Kapalo; Maithili Thayanithy

« Meaning: Symbolizing, Measuring, and Modulating
Participants: Carles Salazar; William W. McCorkle, Jr.; Richard Walker

« Law, Religion and Rights
Participants: Susan Sered

« Psychological Profiles and Psychoanalytic Theories of Religious Identity
Participants: Alberto Varona; Takashi Okinaga; Ilona Rashkow

« Shifting Concepts Within Systems of Belief and Practice
Participants: Michael Berman; Halkano Wario/Ramzi Ben Amara;
Simona Chaudhry-Ferraro

« Reflections on Historical Narratives
Participants: Johan Strijdom

« Reflection on Strategies for the Construction of Belief
Participants: Richard Last; David Kaden; Nuiria M. Farré; Geoff Spurr
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o Texts and Ritual Practices
Participants: Oscar Figueroa-Castro; Shemsi Krasniqi; Blain Auer

« Material, Visual and Performative Cultural Studies
Participants: Peter Jackson; Assia Harwazinski

 Modernity and its Challenges: International Perspectives
Participants: Valentine Zuber; Heikki Pesonen; Kumiko Yagi

« Comparing Thinkers in Systems of Belief and Practice
Participants: Makoto Ozaki; Kiyokazu Nakatomi; Jiro Sawai; Kumi Aoki

o Religious Issues in Cultural Context
Participants: Gregory Alles; Goran Stéhle; Priscila Vieira e Souza de Matos;
Pamela Kellman Green

« Reflections on Historical Narratives (India)
Participants: Aditya Malik; Timothy Lubin; Radha Madhav Bharadwaj

« Reconstructing History and Tradition within religions (2 panels)
Panel I: Early Buddhism
Participants: Pranabananda Jash; Bikash Mukherji; Hari Shankar Prasad

Panel II: Modern Buddhism
Participants: Jon Morris; Janis Priede

« Shrines, Rites and Sites
Participants: Vladlena A. Fedyanina; Naoko Sakamoto; Rosemarie Bernard

o Ecology - Food and Landscape
Participants: Naoko Nishimura; Birendra Nath Prasad; Michel Desjardins

« Theory (3 panels)
Cognitive Theories
Participants: Mikko Heimola; Torsten Hylén

Cognition for Historians
Participants: Edward Slingerland; Radek Kundt; Newman Lao; Ann Taves

Cognition and Cultures
Participants: Vladimir Bahna; Jonathan Lanman; William W. McCorkle, Jr.; Ulf Plessentin

« Sex, Gender and the Symbolic Feminine: Implications for Women’s Status
Participants: Céline Griinhagen; Vibha Agnihotri; Samina Sultana

o Tracking Words
Participants: Wataru Takahashi; John Kitchen

« Ritual, Religion, and Society (2 panels)
Panel I
Participants: Shin Fujieda; Hyun-Ah Kim; Evan Radford

Panel 11
Participants: Mary N. MacDonald; Takao Kenichiro; Jonathan R. Herman
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« Psychology of the Religious Mind
Participants: Sebastian Murken; Lourens Minnema; Carrie B. Dohe

« Modernity, Economy and Society in Africa
Participants: Rotimi Omotoye; Michael P. K. Okyerefo

o Intersections between Systems of Belief and Practice
Participants: Kieko Obuse; Sanchita Sharma; Robert Zydenbos

« Historical studies in contexts - Japan
Participants: Hidehiko Kurita; Tsutomu Sawai; Mira Sonntag

o Intersections of Myth and History
Participants: Laura Feldt; Stephanus Riekert

o Changes - Texts, Deities, and Ideas
Participants: Patricia Dold; Gerhard van den Heever; Charles Guittard;
Ilaria L. E. Ramelli

« Epistemological Border Crossing in the Scholarship of Gender and Religion
Participants: Brian Bantugan; Leslie Hayes

o Religion, Religiousness and Secularity
Participants: Willy Pfiandtner; Makoto Sawai

o Religion and Religious Studies
Participants: Clemens Cavallin; David Geraldes Santos

+ Ritual Richness: Music, Orality and Ritual Forms
Participants: Jessica Moberg; Ulo Valk; Lidia Guzy

« Translations and Adaptations, Ancient and Modern
Participants: Rei Hakamada; Reiko Okawa; Ulla Lehtonen

« Comparison between systems of belief and practice (2 panels)
Panel I
Participants: Shelley Ashdown; Tahereh Tavakkoli

Panel 11
Participants: Britta Gullin; Cecilie Endresen; Ake Sander; Einar Thomassen

« Globalization of Pentecostalism and Evangelicalism
Participants: David Thurfjell; Jonathan Agensky

« Religion and the Sphere of Politics
Participants: Dale K. Andrews; Kameshwar Prasad Singh

« Cognition and Transmission
Participants: C. A. M. Hermans; Claudia Murzac/Boicho Kokinov/Adrian Murzac/
Harvey Whitehouse; André Luiz Souza; Cristine Legare

« Historical Studies in Context — Soviet Union and Post Soviet Countries
Participants: Lubos Belka; Olga Kazmina

« Systematic Phenomenology of Religion
Participants: Vladislav Serikov; Catherine Foisy
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« Colonial/Postcolonial/Decolonial Studies of Religion (2 panels)
Panel I
Participants: Will Sweetman

Panel II
Participants: Boniface Omatta; Stan Chu Ilo; Risa Aizawa; Bodil Liljefors Persson

« Psychological and Sociological Issues in the Study of Religion
Participants: Jane Williams-Hogan; Anna-Konstanze Schroeder; Joseph Bulbulia

o Philosophical Issues in the Study of Religion
Participants: Chae Young Kim; Michael Berman

o Culture and Technology in the Negotiation of Identity: Christian Case Studies
Participants: Paul Emerson-Teusner; Junko Terado; Daniel Enstedt

o Hermeneutics of Orality
Participants: Arpita Sabath; Vladlena A. Fedyanina

o Reconstructing History and Tradition within religions - Islam
Participants: Goran Larsson; Sami Helewa; Seyed Abbas Zahabi; Assia Harwazinski

« Religion, Politics, Conflict a